





HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE

Jamuary 4. 1907,

* ¥

Dear Mr, Brooks:=
I enclose a copy of & letter this day received from James J .
Higginsor., I thirk you will find it highly satisfactory.

‘v, Fisher has told me that you are getting on satisfactorily

o+

with your survey and valuaticn. He said that he himself had s+ill a good
deal of work to do in estimating the valus of your timber; but that he
hoped 4o finish it by the first of Varch, He aleo mentioned +that the
Pstersham pecple are discussing your intenticns with some vivacity, Are

& o Y
you proposing t¢ take the matter into Town Meeting? I should hardly think
you cquld,until you have arrived at some definite proposal in vour own mind.
J] ‘, B y

addacll

Do the townspecple owasMME you about the matter?

Vel s

Very truly yours,

James W, Brooks, Fsq,



HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE

January 5, 1907.

Jemes W, Brooks, Esqe,
Petersham, Mass,
Pear Mr, Brookss
T suppose you will have heard by now from the President that 1.
Higginson has acquiesced in vour proposal regardirg the lend held jointly by you
ang him, This is very g00d news.,

As to the capacity of the waterp pover in your pond, I have congulte=

éd a friend of mirg, wvho is =n hydraulic eng ineer, &nd,upon securing certain meaps
which I am getting for him, he wiil give us & rough estimate of what thut water
Power is good for,

I hope that the survey is progressing favorebly and that before

WOk

long I shall have an opportunity of coming to Petersham and doing some more
on the timber estimete.

Vol S? SN (;J:(Z-‘l;l }Ol(i i*,
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE

January 8, 19C7.

Dear Mr. Brooks:

Jur last letters have crosssad.
I enclose a note which J. J. Higginson
lately wrote to his brother, Henry L.
Higginson about forsstry. Please retum
it to me at your leisure,

The Petersham residents would
surely be rather profited than hurt by
the use of your holdings for teaching
forestry; but they might not all be
able to see that fact clearly.

Very truly yours,

James W. Brooks, Esqe



CHARLES K. STEARNS
Mechanical and Electrical Enginser
88 Broad 5t
Member Ame. SolM.E. Memtmr Ame I.H.F,
Telephons Comnection

Boston, Masse February Tth, 1207,

My dear Fisher:=

I have looked over the maps you left with me, and made & rough
sstimate of the power avallable near Petersgham on the Swift River, at the
point which you marked.

I have covered a period of fifteen yeurs, which is sufficient to take
in any ordinary dry yvear. My figures were based on the rainfall at Fitchburg,
the nearest point whers rainfall records are kept.

I £ind that the dryest year of the period was 1894, anmd the aver=
age yield of continuous power, that is twentyfour hours per day, for that
year would have been in the neighborhood of 1.8 heps at the whesl shaft per
foot of water fall or head (the incrsase in power is proportional to the head,
so that if you think you can get twenty feet fall, the powver would be 36 heDe)e

0f course, if the mill pond shown on the map is large enough to held
back water for half & day and the powsr is required for only ten hours, it
would be possible to develop twice the power {or 72 hepeo at 20 foot head). Un=
fortunatsly, the average of the year can secarcely be realized without much
larger storage for water than the situation is likely to afford. There are ale
ways periods of low water during the year, of more or less lengthy duration.For
instance, in 1894, the month of June shows & yield {caleculated on PT@GiPiﬁ&%iaﬂ)

of only o7 heps per foob of head (14 hep. for 24 hours for a 20 foot head}e









HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE

February 14, 1907

Dear Mr. Brools:

I send you herewith the summarized statement of wmy valuation
of t he forest land included in the proposed college tract. The California
and Maynard lots, belng as yet undefined and bearing but 1litile timber,
and the lot southwest and west of Meamdow Water and the Brooks=Higginson
and Higginson lots, all of which,as intended gifts, were not to be in=-
cluded in the estimate,I have lefit out. The Community Lot I have put
in, as you suggested, at its cost for land and timber together., If I
have not got the value exact, you will, of course, correct me, T am
also subject to your correetion in my estimation of $4. per acre as an
average price for cuteover land. In making up the valuation for the
pine, I have used $7.,rather than $6.,as a stumpage price on account of
the considerable amount of lumber better in quality than box boards. As
for the total volume of wood, it is , I believe, forthe estimated acree
age not far wronge The combined valuation of $78483, thus represents
the present stumpage value of all agmilable merchantable timher (disre=
garding cord wood as being of too uncertain saleability for such an es-
timate), plus the probable average value of the land without the timber.

If these figures enable you to decide upon a proposition,the
President suggests that vou and I draw up a statement of advantages de-
rivable from Harvard ownership of the tract, so that we may have a baslis
upon which to raise money.

I shall look forward.%o hearing from you before long.

Very sincerely yours,

A

Mr. James W, Brooks












Adams Bnilding,
23 Upurt $t.
B oston.
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE

Dear Sir:=
T regret to find that your letter to President Eliot dated February

20, 1907, remains unanswersd, The delay, as I think vou are aware, was duefﬂaéUQ

to the fact that the Corporation wished to inform themselves more fully with
regard to the property in guestion, and especially with regard to the pro=

pability of its being self-supporting. Attractive as the acquisition ssemed
they felt obliged by
against assuning any

running ¢ xpenses of the

nas made has convinced

rosources of the De

orestry brings with it ne undue risk of this sort, and thev

oThen
thersfore fael able to accapt vour generous offer, provided that frisnds of
A
. - .
the Department of Forestry are able to raise the swum of $55,000.

Professor Fish

3

r, who, as Chairman of the Department, is chiefly

Jede

goncarnad with raising this

bl

s money has been auwthorized Lo sesck subscriptions.

The Corporation hops that early success in this undertaking will make possible

3y

an unqualified acceptance of your offer

Professor Fisher has just told me that he has acquainted you with

the decision of the Corporation as stated in this letter. T regret, however,
that owing to President Elict's departure for Berouda, this informetion was
not commuricated to vou more promptly.

Respoctiully vours,

Crrise .

Crs

stary to the

W. Brooks, Esq.















HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE

Dear Mr, Brooks:=
I hope vou raceived the telegraphic answer which T asked ¥r,

Greens to send to yvour invitation to attend the dedicsticn of vour new school

house;, but your letter just received makes me spprehend that it wres not =ent.
The fact is that engagements fill the rest of May for me, and the first two
daye of June, sc¢ that I have not & eingle dav to spare. After the 2nd of
June, meetings come very thickly in Boston and Canbridge, and I am sure that
it would be very imprudent for me to undertake even & single dav's absence
from home, I must, therefore, answer your attractive invitatiocn in the negag=
tive for June as well as May; alihough T should very much like to accept it.

further inquiry and discussion have settled all questions as o

the expedierncy of acquiring for the University your tracts of forest, and we

are down on hardpran. Can we ralse the money needed teo accomplish the pur=
chase, so far s the transaction is & purchase? We seem to have fzllen upon
rather & bad time to ralse money, ihe business world being apperentily in =8
state of unususl uncertainty about the future., However, I have good hope
that your benef ic}@ﬂ purpose can be fulfilled before leng. We seldom fail
to procure s moderate sum of money

v, which is clearly needed by the Universitv,

P

and is surs to do geod forthwith and through a long future.

Singerely yours,

2

Jemes W, Prooks, Esq,

Po B Mrs, Fliet fg 1wly called my attention to your invitation at short

intervels,















HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE

August 16, 1907.

Dear Mr. Brooks:=

I thank vou for your kind letter of August 12, It i

n

very much the interest of the College to conclude the whcele francace
tion with you. and your friends, as soon as possible; but the condition
of business, and particularly the business of bankers and brokers, is
such that it is particularly hard to raise a large sum of money at the
present moment. Peopls fsol uneasy, or even anxious, @bout thse
future of corporation properties., Of course this is very discouraging

to

[O]
[
o
=
1Y

k¢

ou, as it i g; but the enterprise which you gtarted iz so zd=-

=g

vantagecus a one to the University and, as I believe, to the country,
that I cannot doubt that we shall ultimately succsed in raising the money
necasgary to give it effect,

Mr. Charles Francis Adams writes to me snclosing a copy
of a letter from you to him suggesting that the Mackay Bequest may ulti=
mately be used for acquiring at Petersham the means of teaching in the
best way the applied scisnce of forestry. As you intimate in vour lettier
to Mr, Adams, ths claimg upon the Fund are elready numerous and varied,
and the Corporation will feel obliged to do at once something consider-
able for the Department of Mechanieal Engineering; but thers can he no
question that the incoms of that Fund will be fairly applicable to pro=
moting the teaching of forestry, and I agree with vou that we have in
that Fund an ultimate resource which will accomplish your, and our, ob=

ject. Mr., Adams, in sending me your letter, suggests that some tem-






Avams Brilding,
23 Upnrt $t.
B oston.
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Adams Bnilding,
23 Gourt St
#Boston.
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Adams Building,
23 Upurt $t.
#Bogton.

Sept. 17, 1907

My dear Mr., Brooks:

Referring to my previous letter, and your reply there-
tos I now have to say that I believe our visit to Petersham is
arranged for Thursday, the 26th, My friends, of whom there are
two, one a young lady, will remain at Petersham over the 27th,
in all probability leaving ior home on Saturday, the 28th,

Will you kindly arrange accordingly? I have seen Prof,
Fishery, who will be there on the 27th., We will depend on you,
however, to see that sultable accommodations are engeged at the
inn.

I will merely add that the party will c¢onsist of Miss
Ames, of North Easton, her brother,.dJdohn S, Ames,_and myself.
Accommodations can be reserved accordingly.

I remain, etc,

James W, Brocks, Esg.s

Petersham, Mass,



Adams Building,
23 Oourt St.
B ogton.
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My dear Wr, Brooks:

I write 10 say that our party got back Lo Lincoln

in

oy

o the evening of Friday, at half aftsr six o’c¢clock, and in very
good ease, We had a pleasant run down from Petersham, across
country to¢ Lancaster, though under a —omewvhat dull sky, OQOur
trip we regard as In every way a success, We also sucoeeeded

in avoliding the downfall of rain, which would have made Tife
nnaonfortablse had we remained over at Petersham another day,

I am desired by all the members of the party to thank you for
vour courtesy and consideration,

I read with mueh Interest the copy of your Address on
the 150th Anniversary, which I found on wmy table upon my re-
turn., L wish you would forward =dditional copies, with your

ompliments, to Miss Mary S, Anes and John S. Anes, B8Q.,
at North Haston, Mass, They would be gratifieds and, lmmedi=-
arely after thely recent visit, would read your Address with

as rmuuch ilnterest as that with whien I

reason that reading the Address will explain &t once to Mr.

and Miss Ames why you are 80 anxious to have this arrangsment
made For the presservation of your holdings in Petsarsham, Iden-
tifed, a= they are, with “orth Baston, they will entirsly
sympathize with your public-spirited desire to pressrve ine-
taet and for the benefit of the town and community, vour ig-

nerited holdings in Petershan,

I was particuliarly interssted,in your Addr

r iy
w
2]
2

<
i<

your degsnription of llavy Ann Howe, It recalled to me very



[

vividly similar experisnces of my own youth, in Quincy, in

the ant@&-r~ilrcad davs. There was e similar character there

-

resident in the old town of Braintres, to whom your description
would exactly applys~-Miss Sampson, who died just about sgixty
vears ago, immediately after the opening of the 0ld Colony Rail-

road through her netive town, The type is rnov extinet/

ot

T belleve you have made to the powers that be a defi-
nite proposition, so far as ths University is concerned, cov-
c a1l the three tracts of land din Petersham which we visit-

gd, This proposition would necessaril;

3
1
19
o
D
[y
=
=
o
4]
o
js¥)
i

area, price, your own proposed scontribution, ete, ete. If I

am correct in this surmise, no further action on your part

would gesem Lo be necessary. 1T I am wrong, would you kindly

gee that such a proposition reaches me ot your early conven-
This matter ought to be taken vp and disposed of,

ona 'way or the othe go far sg the University is concernsd, at

an early day, probably before the c¢lose of the vear, v first

o+
bede
o
ot
C

object, however, is to bring i o definite shape in a1l its

details: in other

& business grosocaition,

T remain, etc,



















BOARD OF OVERSEERS OF HARVARD COLLEGE
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. \ N - ‘?'

To WPV SIN \)\\/ B O/:’%,/s g
py ..

A

-

DEgarR Sir: —

I have the honor to inform you that you have been appointed by the

Board of Overseers a member of the Committee

for the year 190? , and to request that you will accept said appointment. The

names of the Committee will be found in the accompanying list.

Respectfully yours,

WINTHROP H. WADE, Secrefary.
99 STATE STREET, BoOsTON,
December, 190? .
i





