
EARLY HISTORY OF THE H.A.ItV4JID._tQ.:P..ES.T 

JAMES W. BROOKS CORRESPONDENCE - ¢)ct. 26, 1906 - June 19, 1909.

Attached is �orrespondence and documents from the files of Jamee w. Brooks. 

Petersham, Mass. most of which relates to the domation and purchase of the Harvard 

Forest land in Petersham and Phillipston. 

These were donated on June, 12,1973 by Mr John Fiske, Petersham, Maes. 

Xerox copies were retained by Mr Fiske. 

The gift reeuJ.ted from a casual mention by Dr. Gould and Mr. Lyford that we 

had very little documentary evidence of the reasons behind tlle acquisition of 

the property by Harvard. In a term paper dealing with the Trustees of Public 

Reseri!lations, Miss Jennifer Richards, one of our students in Eio. 298, found 

a reference to the interest the Trustees had in a tract of land in Petersham .. 

In fact a committee of the T�istees visited Petersham in June, 1906 �nd apparently 

decided thay could not raise the money for the purchase and maintain.a.nee of the 

property.. .Al!, a result Mr. :Brooks approached Harvard as evidenced by President 

Elliot 1 s letter of Oct. 26, 1906 to Mr Brooks. 

Mr. Fiske knows a good deal about the early background and we should make 

an effort to get this down in writing. 

W. H. Lyford. ,Av.g. 17, 1973 




