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IlliPOHT OH 'l'HE HAHVAHD F'OB.1£ST 

OGTOBER 1916 

A report upon the Harvard Forest :for 1915- 16 may prqperly 

restate th~ ends to which the property is devoted. These are : 

(1) a practical demonstration of forestry in operation , including 

both the silvicul tural p1•ocess of' reproduolng and tending the 

crop and the business process of marketing t he product; (2 ) an 

experiment tation fo~ the investigatiori of problems in forest 

management; (3 ) a laboratory for the uoe of advanced students who 

wish t o 6et s1-eoialized. traininr; through re!::1onrch or the study o·f 

records and results in an organi zed forest; ( 1-) 0,dvice and asoi t­

ance to the local , community in the h :1.ndl~.n8 of trees t~nd foro ts . 

Durine the year end i ne Jul 1, considerable progresa has 

been r.na<lo in the development of these purposes . The condition of the 

1''orest as a business unit i s satisfactory . •rhe loan advanced 

by. the Corporation for operatine expenses has been pald off, with 

a surplus which would have been l arger but for the continued 

intert'erence of the bad weather of late sprin8 wi th lumbar aeliv­

eries . The Forest is therefore now running on tts own funds; 

and al though an annua 1- gift of $700 . for the maintenance of rof.l,ds 

is made to the ~·town, there wil,1 usually be a nmall amount avail ­

able for exp,:rimental work e Conditions with respect to the 

volume and increment of the growing stock have n,ll:lo been improved . 

A Careful reassessment of the timber wi t h reference to these t·Jo features 

is due to be made within a couple of years . Mea:1.i-:rhil 0 a roup-,h 

estimate based on the amount of l a nd afforested, reproduced to satis­

factory youne; growth by cutting, and add<.,d to producine; areas 

through th:Lnnine;s results in the conclusion that the op.9rations to 

date have. waintained the total volum of timber on the Forest and 
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· have increa~ed the total curreut wood-p!;'oduot ion or increment by 
I 

nearly 50 ,000 board feet per annum . The:_. areas unde r treatmen~t-------

in various s tages of fo:rest vrnrlt, reproduction cuttings , thinnings , 

pl.an ta tions., and so forth , have bec ome so numero-:Js a n d in many 
cases hav·e reached so i'na truot i ve a condition that a 8'ystema tic 

s~e,ry or ca talogue is being prepared to show in brief f orm and 

for rer.,dy reference in study or inspection the location:}. purpose , 

and progress of the different classes of work . The photographi c 

record, i nc luding wherever pos sible a series of successive vi ews 

of the same area, ho,s been much enlareed, rmd there ·uill soon be 

a ·sufficient series of pictures in respect to certain silvicul tural 

processes .t o make a very e;raphic publica t ion and one which should 

b e of pu.rticul a. r U:Jefulne"'s to the l ayman and ordinary fore.st 

ownt:i r. 

In the experimental and investigative field, severa l puplica­

tions have be on mad e , others ur e i n preparation, and m0re are pro­

j ected. A paper beuring on the management of soft wood timberiands 

in rew ~nglund and c ontaining facts entirely ne~ to fore s try ~as 

comp l e ted durlng 1...lte pas t vrintei• by J:i'.l:i' oOarter and published 1/in 

the "Proceedings of the Soc i ety of American Fores terstt for July , 

1916, vol ume Xl, number 3, ui1.der the title "Hylobius Pales &B a 

factor in the reproduction of conifers in New England . " In the 

same periodical, volume Xl , number 4, is a paper on °Utili'.zation 

and I'ound edgv lumb:er 11 ·by .R . T. Fisher. 'l'bis is intended a th.e 

f i rst of a series dealing with the techlil.ique of silviculture and 

fore st mana_g~_me.n:t ~hrough the s tudy of concrete case8 o Mat erial 

for publicationson the followin8 subjects is nearly complete: a 

col lection of t a1bles for the measurement of logs and standing trees; 
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the future value of volunteer stands of mixed young growth as 

influenced by early clea s in~; the history ~f forest types in cen­

tral New England, with an account of some existing r mnanta of 

primeval forest. The appointment of an assistant in forestry, 

Mr. L. R Grose, M. F., pas greatly facilitated the conduct of these 

sp~cial studies, which would otherwise be hampered by the increasing 

routine involved in the management and records of the Forest. 
work 

The student~f the year, when considered in relation to 

the present overdevelopment of elementary training throuRhout the 

country and the dearth of employment for men so trained, has been 

gratifjing. Of the students registered under the Faculty of 

Applied Biology for research in forestry, and not including those 

who elected the general course given for the Business School, three 

carried on work at the Forest. All of these showed a high order , 

of ability and secured or were of?ered positio~s of greater emolu­

ment am.importance than falls to the lot of the ordinary graduate 

in forestry. By-products of the specialized work done by these 

students will be published contributions to the knowledge of trees 

and forestry. Such results are a matter of course in the ad~anced 

trainin~ of other scientific fields; but in forestry they mark 
' 

a new, type of technical preparation, and one which is no less 

f~.vorable to the advancemen:p of a still undeveloped science than 

to the professional future of the student. In addition to these 

research men, students registered for the +umbering course in the 

Business School make an annual vdi a it to tht3 F'ores t for n, demons t ra­

t ion in the manufacture and utilization of "round edge" lumber. 

For men who wish special training in tnis branch of the business, 
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there is abundant opportunity for advanced study both on the Forest 

and in the varied wood-working industries of the adjacent towns. 

The relations of the Borest to the Town of Petersham, as 

well as to professional workers in more distant regions, have been 

considerably multiplied. l'he forest has recently offered· gratis 

to any citizen of the town advice and assistance in &ny question 

connected with the handling of trees or woodland. In response 

to this offer, a number of pieces of woodland have been valued for 

their owners, and advice has been given on the care or trees, the 

establishment of plantations, and protection against disease. In 

one case, a considerable body of timber was cut and marketed for 

the owner in combination with the regular operation on the Forest. 

'l'he Director is serving as tree warden of the town, as deputy fd.re 

warden, and as an off'icer of the Village Improvement Society. 

Although these services are offered and given without charge, there 

are persons who none the less desire to make payment for the pro­

fessional advice. In such cases, the money is to be received 

with the understanding that it will be devoted to the conduct of 

inv~stigatiQe or experimental work on the Forest. Aleo, for pro­

pessional reasons, a number of persons from other institutions 

have visited the Forest, both foresters who wished to study our 

o"peratione, and men who wished merely to collect feild material. 

'l'he interest of the property to such men will become greater 

every year. 

In conclusion, it may be pertinent to report on the situation 

with regard to the insects and diseases which now threaten Ne1 

England forests. 
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The chestnut blight continues to spread, eomewhe,t less rapidly, 

it appears, than in the region of New York where it got its start, 
.,- still 

.but,..steadily enough to make the final elimination of' the species 

as a commercial timber almost certain. Chestnut on the Forest is 

being cut annually in moderate amo~nts so as to remove the most 

infected or rn t ure of the timber without unduly threatening the 

pr•ice. So far, the loss from the dieaee promises to be in the future 

growth rathe~ than in existing merchantable timber. 

The white pine blister rust, now widespread in Massachusetts, 

has not eo far been discovered on the Harvard Forest or near it, 

A thorough examination is being conduc·ted with a. view both to the 

location of any possible infection and to the destruction of all 

plants. of the genus ~ibes, which is the alternate host of the 

disease. The fact that this genus is comparatively scarce in the 

Pe tersham region makes it likely that the blister rust can be 

checked or perhaps warded off entirely through the eradication of 

currant and gooseberry. 

In the past two years the gypsy moth has become established in 

several colonies in the town, though not as yet within the bounda­

ries of the Forest. So far, owing to the very efficient work of 

the scouting crew of the Federal Bureau of Entomology, these colo­

nies have been either destroyed or held in check. Whether a general 

infestation in so unsettled and largely forested region could be 

conquiered is doubtful; but the presence of so large a percenta.ge of 

pine and of species such as ash and red maple, all of which the 

gypay moth feeds upon wi.th difficulty, are circumstances which 

greatly conduce to the safety of the Forest. 

R, • 'l' • Fisher, 
Director. 
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