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COMMENTS ON THE HARVARD FOREST 

From P. w. Barr, Chief of Research, British Columhia Forestry; 
Branch, January 22, 1928: 

"As one who is interested primarily in the practice 
of forestry, in the woods, may I assure you that your 
Forest offers much more in the way, of instruction and 
inspiration than any place I have visited." 

From L. L. Bishop, Forest Supervisor, Allegheny National Forest, 
U. S. Forest Service, October 18, 1927: 

11 After so :long a time I am going to write you and 
express my appreciation of your many courtesies during 
the two very; pleasant and profitable days I spent on the 
Harvard Forest some weeks ago. I want you to know that 
I count those days as the most profitable, from a 
forestry standpoint, that I have ever spent." 

From the "mister Rust News" of the Department of Agriculture, 1928: 

"Asked what he considered the most instructive example 
of forestr~ in America, Mr. von Maltzabn (of the Mectlen­
burg Forest Service) stated that he was most impressed by 
the Harvard Forest at Petersham, Mass., and that every 
German forester might be able to learn in this forest. He 

. particu].ar].y noted that Dr. Fisher is closely studying the 
ecological conditions and basing his management plans on 
'working with nature'. He was much impressed by his obser­
vations on the growth and management of white pine in the 
New England states and b-elieves that this species is of 
greater forestcy impo)rtance for Germany than has been 
generally- considered to be the case in recent years by 
German foresters. tr 

From R. M. Evans, Assistant Forester, Eastern District, in charge of 
Forest Management for the U. S. Forest Service, August 14, 1927: 

"I cannot resist thanking ;yrou once more for the inter­
esting and profitable two days at Petersham. They were 
thought and discussion stimulating days, for you had much 
t ,hat was new to show us. 

"Your po,li.cy of aiding rather than viol.ating nature 
appealed to us as sound; but. if you are right in your 
methods of handling hardwood and mixed hardwood and soft­
wood stands (and you had the evidence to prove your points) 
then ·we are wrong in a ].ot we have done. You may rest 
assured that we are going to give your ideas a trial, mak­
ing such adaptations as may seem necessary to fit north 
woods and Virg:ilnia conditions." 



From the ttForest Worker11 of the U. s . Forest Service, Maf. 1928, an 
article "What a German Forester Can Leam in America', by H. F. 
von Maltzahn, Mecklenburg States Service: 

''What do we European foresters ~~ to I.earn when we 
come to America? 

"We are not looldng for applied sil vicul ture. Even 
if we -were, I only- need to mention one word: Petersham!" 

From W. B'. Greeley, Chief Forester of the U. s. Forest Service, 
October 16, 1924: 

11 The Harvard Forest is such a striking example of 
good u.til.ization, good forestry, and good business ( perhaps 
the three are indispensable to each other) that I know of 
no better example to hold up before the business men who 
wiJ!.JL attend. t.his conf'erence." 

From W. B. Greeley, C'hief Fo1rester of the U. S. Forest Service, 
April 21, 1928: 

"The two days at Petersham 1.ast August stand out as 
red letter events for many reasons, among them that I 
felt closer on that occasion to native American silvicul­
ture than at any other time in Ill¥" life. 11 

From Charles H. Keith, President of the New England Box Company, 
Greenfield, Mass ., J,une 27, 1924: 

"I ean say so far as the New England Box Company is 
concerned that the research work which is being done ( at 
the Harvard Forest) and which no• individual can afford 
to do , is going to have a very important place in the 
reproduction of timber for New England. We are convinced 
of its pract.icabiJ!..i t;w because it has made profits for us . 

"Professor Fi sher is spending a good deal of time to 
improve the marketing of Forest Products and has demon­
strated to us a possible saving of $30,000 .00 a year in the 
lumber heing used b~ us to make boxes. At the Harvard For-

. ·( est they show you results and not theory. Of course they­
haven't had enough money to carcy on all of the research 
work' and to guard their records as should be done. They 
are making constant, progress in converting lumber men and 
manufacturers to the value of the quality of the service 
they render." 

. 

From the "Nature Magazine" for July 1927, an article, "Show Windows 
of Forestry,-" by Tom Gill: 

-
"The Harvard Forest at Petersham is a perfect forest, 

laboratory·, the most interesting in the United States. 11 



From the "Nature Magazine" for No,vember 1925, an article, "The 
Harvard Forest, a Tw~Thousand Acre Textbook'' by Tom Gill: 

"The reasons that made the Harvard Forest unique among 
the t ,imber tracts of the United. States are almost as inter­
esting as the Forest itself .... 

"Even up to a comparatively few years ago the methods 
involved in actually growing and maintaining timber crops 
had been scantily developed in this country, and to find 
an o,rganized for·est where the vrarious methods of' silvicul.­
ture were in successfuJL operation it was nec·essary to go to 
the old world. It is hecause today the Harvard Forest is 
very close to that unique condition that it so admirably 
serves as a model forest to demonstrate the practice of 
forestry." 

From the ''New England Homestead:" for August 22, 1925, an editorial, 
"Farm Forestry Made Easy": -

.. "Experience in the Harvard Forest and the facts it has 
proven in field. and ].aboratory give to the r ·esul ts actually 
achieved by Director Fisher and his co-workers a value that 
is as intensively practical as it is thoroughly scientific. 
B'ecause of this truth, hecause the lessons learned here are 
just begimni.ing to be applied by farmers and. JLumbermen through­
out New England, and ooeause these easy methods mean prorits 
instead of loss from waste lands, a studJ' of Harvard Forest 
resu].ts has been made by our President, Herbert Myrick, and 
will be featured in The Homestead throughout trhe coming 
winter in time to be of most seasonable interest - a series 
of stories and pictures of human interest and much practical 
value. 

" •• how the farmer's cut-over land or his woodlot 
should be treated to grow a similar valuable tree crop m 
the shortest possible time with least labor and smallest 
expense •• is the problem that every farmer wants to solve 
on his own woodlot, brush lot or forest. The Homestead 
finds that just this intensely practical problem has been 
worked out in the Harvard Forest by methods that are as 
simple as AB c. tt 

From J. G. Peters, Assistant Chief' of the Public Relations Branch 
of the U. s. Forest Service, June 8, 1927: 

nrt has been a mighty long time, Tillotson, Evans 
and I -all agreeg., since we have spent, a more interesting 
and helpfu]. day in forestry than the one you were good 
enough recently- to give us on the personally conducted 
tour of the Harvard Forest. It was really a wo,nderful 
day·, fuJ!.]. of inspiration." 



From Richards. Schonland, forester, of South Africa, December 28, 1927: 

"I really don't think that I was ever able to 
collec.t so much information in so short a time. As it 
does most other people, the Harvard Forest taught me a 
very great deaJ!.. 11 

-. 

From the "Service Bulletin" of the U. S. Forest Service for May 4, 1925, 
an article, "The School. of the Woodstt by Ward Shepard, Assistant 
Chief of the .Fub11o Relations Branch of the U. S. Forest Service: 

"Every forester in the United. States ought to visit 
t .he [Iarvard Forest to see the possibilities not merely of 
growing timber but of forestry as a craft, an art, a 
satisfying pursuit." 

From Henry C. Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture, October 14, 1924: 

"It will be gratifying to me and helpful. to the 
Conference if you will consent to speak on 'Close 
Utilizatio;n in. New England' • Most of the afternoon 
talks will be from manufacturers. The distinguished 
achievements of the Harvard Forest, both in forestry 
and -m close utilization, would however add a unique 
and interesting feature to the program." 

From the "Yale Forest News 11 for April. 1926: 

"This record of continuity in intensive silvicultural 
practice is probably- unequalled in America and it is to 
the cumulative results of this management that Fisher's 
contribution ' tO forestry owes its great value. 

"The Harvard Forest gives to the profession that which 
is most needed now and which will continue to be our most 
urgent requirement for decades to come - a demonstration 
area where the actual working out of fo·restry- practice as 
a successful business venture can be studied at first hand 
without having to visit a foreign country to co,nvince our­
selves that it can be done. Fisher represents the new idea 
in America, which must supplant the old pioneer psychology 
of prodigal waste. 11 
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: G. Ro 11, 6wed1eh forester, former Professor at Cornell, July 10, 
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