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June 15 • 19 22 

My dear Fisher: 

President Lowell has told 
' 

me that be will ask to have Mr Spaeth 

reappo rnted for another yenr. I 

see by your letter that you say th~t 

you ~111 be responsible fer !1500 ot 

his salary for thia year. I o.o not 

kncv;, whether er not you have alre<J.dy 

paid this into the Treasurer. If not 

I think he would like to hqve it before 

the end of the mcnth as that ia the end 

of the f1nanoiql year. 

Very truly yc,ura. 

, • W. Huwnewelf 

S3oretary. 

Prcfeaaor R1ch·.·rd T. Fisher 

Iforvard Fcreat 

Petersham. ths,. 

I 





Hon. Dwight F. Davis 
c/o War Department 
·11ashington, D.C. 

1-!y dear Governor Davis: 

July 5, Hl33 

Prof. Hugh M. Curran of the Forest School 
has been discussing with me the necessity of the United 
States developing in sor:1e of her universities a tho­
rough course in tropical forestry. Prof. Curran, who 
has been in Forestry work in the tropical Chaco for 
the Argentine Government, in Brazil and in Columbia 
besides having been in this service here and in the 
United States Forest Service, hes view-points which 
I feel should be placed before interested parties in 
the United States. Of all the universities in the 
States, we both believe Harvard v,ould be the most lo­
gical because of its wonderful arboretum and its tro­
pical stations in the West Indies. 

Both Curren and I feel that it will be essen­
tial for trained 1.mericans, both North and South, in 
Forestry to develop the immense natural resources now 
lying idle or being gradually destroyed in tropical 
America. 

our exi;eriences and data here in the Philip­
pines should be conserved and me.de available for future 
development of the American tropics. 

Our methods which have gained recognition by 
the Dutch, English, French, Japanese and Chinese could 
work equally well in South American countries. Men 
must be trained to begin this v,ork and we feel the 
reproachrnent engendered by North .American methods and 
training for South J1J11ericans and others from the world 
tropics at Harvard would pay large dividends to the 
institution and the country. 

Prof. Curran•s memo to me follows: 



l 
"SCEGOL OF TROPICAL FORESTRY 

"Reasons for establishing the school. 

"European and U.S. cheap coniferous timbers 
needed at home. They are decreasing in Quantity and 
quality. They are in creasing in price which limits 
their use. 

"Tro_pical timbers on the contrary are abundant 
(especially in South Arr:erica) of rapid growth, and 
are suitable for all the essential uses to which co­
niferous timbers are put. These tropical timbers are 
being destroyed in huge ~uantities, no use is being 
made of tr.em as they are usually burned to make way 
for agriculture and grazing. 

"In norrr.al times South America imports large 
quantities cf temperate timbers which me.kes an added 
drain on waning temperate supplies. The price ot 
timber in the tropics is higher than in temperate 
countries, so that the com:no~ people, especially in 
the large cer.ters of South America, are deprived ot 
cheap material for the construction of their homes, 
and the develo:pme:1t of their commercial life. 

"In the past, U.S. borrowed European foresters, 
or sent forest students to Europe for training. South 
AIUerica and other p&rts of the tropics, must follow 
when they embe.rk on a program of forest conservation. 

"b.I::erican foresters heve been extremely suc­
cessful in solving d•ifficul t forest problems in the 
Philippines, Borneo, the Malay States, and have been 
called to south An1erica for advice Wld assistance with 
forest problems there. This would indicate the desir­
ability of establishing a forest school to solve tro­
pical American forest problems. Such a school should 
be in the U.S. or in the West Indies. 

"The bulk of the South .American forests are 
still in the hands of tlie indi vi,.due.l States, or the 
different federel governments, end an active forest 
progrru:i. under a trained personnel can save and perpe­
tue.te this great weal th for home and export. 

"The success of forestry in the Philippine Is­
lands is an excellent example of what may be accom­
plished, in a short time, to conserve end use a vast 



l tropical resource, Practically the entire area of 
Philippine forests belong to the people of the Is­
lands, due to the efforts of a fev, I.n1eri 01:in fores­
ters and a large group of Filipino foresters, train­
ed in the United States and in the Philippines. 

"These Philippine forests have yielded a net 
revenue from the beginning of Ameri cun adl:,ir:.is tra­
tion until the present time, and this revenue shows 
a steady increase with the years. 

u .i\. service the U.S. can render to Sou th lune­
r ice. is the establisl1ment of a s011001 of tro_piccl 
forestry VJhere s tu den ts receive technical training. 
This school should also aid them during the period 
when they a::..·e building forest admL1istration .in the 
different South .American regions. 

"Yale, soir.e years ago, made a beginnin6, but 
he.s practicclly abandoned work along this line, ex­
cept for the very excellent work it is doing intro­
pical wood technology. The University of California, 
also, considered a tropical course in its forest 
school, but he.s as yet taken no action. 

"Harvard, with its great arboretum, its tro­
pical laboratories in Cuba, and its background of 
service to South .America in other lines, would make 
an ideal location for a tropical school of forestry. 

"The work indicated ~ould pay large dividends 
in cordial reltt tions between the two J,.mericas, would 
bring much needed raw material to world industries, 
and would develop a profitable field for investment 
of capital. Materiel now wasted would add wealth to 
both South .America and foreign countries. 

"This school, if este.blished, would undertake 
two lines of work, First, an intensive cernpaign of 
fact finding with reference to the extent and nature 
of tropical forests, end second, the technical and 
practical training of the personnel to menage, uti­
lize and perpetuate these forests. 

"The first part of the work can be accomplish­
ed by cooperation between the school and the interest­
ed countries, the school furnishing trained foresters 
to canvas their forests and find out the facts neces­
sary for an intelligent forest policy. The men to 



I 
accomplish this work· can be found a,.11ong foresters 
who have had Philippine and other tropical expe­
rience, and who are now in the u.s. or engaged in 
tropical work. 

"American foresters are at work in many 
tropical regions. These regions include the Phi­
lippines, Borneo, Central .America, und Mexico, also 
the TTest Indies, Others have travelled extensively 
in Africa, and ~re femiliar with the forest problems 
of this continent. 

"Other foresters have returned to the States, 
end are engaged in the management of temperate for­
ests, research in these same forests or ere teach­
ing in temperate forest schools. This is a g1·eat 
waste. These men should be used for bringing the 
unmanaged tropical forests ur.der intelligent control. 
This should be done by using the expert knowledge 
gained in training the personnel to manage these 
forests. 

111:ost of these tr.en are a.t the maximum of 
their efficiency and usefulness. The delay in using 
their services will mean a great loss to forestry. 

11 The second field of work, the technical 
training of the men in the school, will be the prin­
cipal endeavor of the school, and should cover two 
distinct phases of instruction. 

"When the field men return, they will have 
made contacts with the men in the different countries 
interested in the future of their forests. Men from 
political and business life and the teaching profes­
sion should be induced to come to the school for spe­
cial instruction, After a short period of study, 
they should visit our forest schools, the Government 
Forest Service in '17asllington, the State forest ser­
vice, and should ft.miliari ze th ems elves v1i th the ma­
naged forests in the u.s. They should also study the 
great forest industries developed here. 

"These men will not be ce.ndida.tes for degrees, 
but will go back t;o head forest work in g;overn!llent 
depe.rtmen ts; Elnd to owe.ken public interest in their 
own countries. 

"On their return, they should encourage young 
men of private means to enter the forest school so 

. 4 .... 



J 
that later they may return as professionel fores­
ters to build forest services at home. 

"It is a policy of tw.ny of the tro1)ical 
.lurrerice.n countries to seLd rensionados to foreign 
schools fer technical training. The Philippines 
built up its forest service in this rue.nner, and 
it would be well to encourage the South American 
countries to follow this policy. 

"The above outlined plan we believe should 
meet with the hearty s.:pproval of the progressive 
South Jtllierican f'Overr:m.ents, and will result, as in 
the Philippines,'in saving a vast forest wealth for 
the use of the South ;.merican republics. It will 
in addition build up a profitable trade in forest 
:pref' uc ts between the home cour:, try and foreign coun­
tries, and n;aterially lessen the drain on temperate 
forests. 

"Thirty years of forestry in the Philippines 
has put their forests in a unique position in the tro­
pical world, built up e. great industry, e.nd :;,.iaid e.11 
its costs end a handsote profit to the Insular Trea­
sury. 

"South .ADerica. ct:.n do even more with 1 ts 
vastly greater forest wealth, if it follows the suc­
cessful policy of the Philippines. 

"Harvard cen be the agency for this wonder­
ful service. Theodore Roosevelt, who has been called 
the ~Father of Conservation' in America, was familiar 
and interested. in tr.e develo:i;,ment of tropical fores­
try. It was hi~ pleasure to truvel in tropical re­
gions, and study tr.e interesting forms of life found 
there, and it is certeiL thet Earvard can puy no more 
fitting tribute to this great alumnus than to esta­
blish a Roosevelt Sctool or Tropical Forestry." 

I am senc.ing a sin:ilar letter to Gov. W. Ca­
meron Forbes who also, I believe, served on the Harvard 
Board of Governors, with the hope that both you gentle­
men ms.y possibly interest Harvard University in the idea. 

Very r' spe tfull,, ~ • \ \ 

~'~ 
ARTHUR F'. h'ISCHER 

Director of Forestry 
a.ff-Ju. 
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rr~,. n,:i.r.•ht F. iJuvis 
f:,outhrr, ::1ton 
lier, 'Yorl: 

Dcnr !tr. Davis: 

I run ext1--er.oly so1•ry that rry Europoun vaca­
tion t.nd u z:101mtain of' n 1 il on :r.ry r•ottt't"ll bive 
dcla:rod ny r<r,ly to your lotter of Au{'1lat 16. I 
ur.1 crcu tl;r :tnclel~tcd to you. for f'-1:rward:tnr r1e I,~r. 
P:!.nchor'n lotter, imd I up-•n-ec:tuto very much your 
k:tuc1 -..:oPdo in rocnrcl to r:rtJ appointment. 

'l'hc t~"l ttcr nuccc~:tcd. in I.ir. P.• r.r,hcr I o lct­
tr:r is 0f intorcot, end ulthonsh I onnnot make 
u.11y :-;ta~cr:im1t ·•'?·o~'.t it w1t10~1t further atuc1y-, I 
shall ccr•tu:tnly ha.vo the r:1atter looked lnto us 
soon trn po::rn~.blo. 



' 
f.optonber 19, 1033 . 

Er. n:tchard T. Fiahe:r 
Diroo to~ of the IIni .. vul"d 

Fo1•est 
Pe tershar.1, t:asaaohusotts 

Dear :.:r. Pisher: 

I onclooo corrocnondonoe 
which C·ovornor D1·Iicht Duv:to has 
so!1t no concornlnc th0 dovolop­
mcnt of u course in 'l'roploul 
I? ore n t!'y ln' tho Uni vero 1. ty. If 
you conlc? read this at your 
oonvc~1:1.onoo c.nd .r::t vc ne your 
opinion of :tt, I choulcl bo voY.7 
nuoh oblicod. 



~cptcmber [l, 13l2 

My denr Mr Fisher: 

Yhen I sent you the ~&lury sheet 

of tt1c Ht.rvfard Forest L:H,t ~pring I forgot 

to put dov,n tho n~.me of if.r H. v. jo sley, 

v,Lose ,;;ppointment a~ Instructor does not 

exoire until 1934., \!111 you let me know 

wlH-1t. hi;; ~,al:,ry 1s to be for- the corning 

ye~r? ~h~t year he received zooo. 
Yours very truly, 

f. W. HUNNEWF.Lt 

Richard T, Fisher, Esq. 

i1;;1rvard Forest 

Petersham, Mnssacimfetts 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Presicent James ....,_ Conant, 
L'niversity Eall, 
Ca::tbrio.ge, :.:ass. 

Sear :.:r. Conant: 

Septeuber 25, 1933. 

The correspondence from Governor Dwight Davis 

about a possible school of tropic2.1· forestry at Earvard 

raises so~e lar5e and complicated questions if1ich I should 

like a little time to consider before reporting an opinion. 

Cf course the money difficulty suggests itself at once, and 

so far as the Harvard Forest sees, it is already deeply 

concerned in native and do~estic ?roblems, both biolosical 

and economic, which are beyond the accomplishment of our 

present staff and endowment. I should like to talk the 

r;iatter over •::i th you so::ie time durinc the next week, if that 

is not too late. ::eanrrhile, I venture to keep the corres­

pondence which you sent me. 

Gincerely yours, 

N-Y.¥:sk 
Director 



;.,P. Dn1cht F. Duvis 
~~011.thca:mton 
liot, Yo1"k 

Davis: 

I havo pofo:rPo<.1. 1:1°. c',:~•thtn' :t':i.nch01" r !J lotto1' 
to tllo arnPO))i.>.i.ato ·,c:.·n<Vi:J 1;1 thi::1 U:nl\1CI':J:lty,. aml 
I a:; nod nulc to \:r:t to ;rrru. in no-ro d0tn:l:t c011eo!'l1in·· 
tho ,n•1;loct. d'1:op d:LncusJ1ng 1;ho ;1atter uith thono 
cormotont; ·co >no·.,, J_·f; noor.rn cloar that tho nro.im3t 
,.,cmld :tnvol·vo u v01,y largo :Jtd:;l:ry of nonoy. It :ts 
obvlcusly of no valuo to unclm:>'cuko :t t 'lmloas 1 t 
coul(l bo dono :tn n vci-y :w.tls1'ncto17 r1~u1nor, imd 
this noon.'.'! !:.o 1:nvol vo a l,1x•;~o lni t'i.al expense und 
~ rood endmr.; :ont i'or c0:-:1'clnu.ance. OuP pronont 
I'orostry Dcnartuont :tn 21".)t :i.t ull oqt;irnerl to nnko 
oven a iJoglnn.lnr· ,')n tll:ln ·,1r•o,jcct. In viow of these 
fuct'.J i11vl tl:.o rllfftcu1t t:tncs rro :rro n<wr :t~1, it is 
clou1• th'.1; r;o c:._~.1. <Jo n0t-.h:l:nr• abrmt the r:'lntter hero 
nnloss no:·mone r;hou1,1. co:·1 0 i'0:i.,,..:mr•l ·:;}10 -:·1!.ahed. to 
ondo-:·1 l:i.bor-ally :::nch a n:,:•,),loct; a,1d th:ts, I tub} it, 
ln an oxtronoly ronotc m:1 unll]rnly ~JO:Jd.b:l11cy. 

~~ny I thunk ~.ron rwnin VOl'Y 1;nich for yrnn• ld.ml-• 
nor.rn in for-vmr<1:tn:~ tbo letter•. It in of r:l.>out 
unnistance to l".10 to h~~vo cnch 1;mttorn b1--m.whi:; to r.ry 
nttent:lon. 

Vory n:tncoroly yours, 



08toh~r S, 193Z: 

My dear Mr Fisher: 

fl~ula y~~ be inters~ted in the enclo~ed 

in re,:;,1rd. to :.1 forsstry F:i eld d:.1y at 1/est­

i'ieln in i\.:nherst on th~ lZth und 14th? If 

not, do you i{rlOW of any one else? 

¥r Richard T. lisher 

Harv::. .. rct 1 orer,t 

Yours very tru.Ly, 

~w. Hunn~wA11 
S0~crct:1ry 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

F. w. Hunnewell, Esq. 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Kasa. 

Dear Mr. Hunnewell: 

October 10, 1933. 

We had already heard of the f'oreFJtry field day 

at Westfield and expect to be represented by Mr. Cline. I 

understand that Profe■sor Mathe1r is also interested in the 

meeting so that the University ahculd be represented. 

Very truly youra, 

~</¥Jiu 
Director 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

F. ~. Hunneuell, Esq. 
5 University Hall, 
Ca,abridge, :.:ass. 

Dear :·.r. Eum:er,ell: 

Septe2ber 25, 1933. 

'Ihe sc.lary of ::r. l'. ·,7. :r:osley, instructor, on 

tr1e staff of the EJ.rv::--,rd :?orest is ~3000., cha.rgeB.ble to the 

very truly you1~s, 

~-Y!fs·~ 
:~ir-ector 


