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Juns 15, 1933

My dear Fisher:

President Lowell has told
me that he will ask to have Mr Spaeth‘
reappo:nted for another year. I
ses by your lettzr that you say that
ybu 5111 be responsible for $150C of
his salary for this yvear. I do not
kncw whether cr nct yocu have already
pald thig intoc the Treasurer. If not
I thihk he would 1like to bnve it before
the end of the mcnth as that is the end
of the financial year.

| Very truly ycurs,

7. W. Husnewell

Sacratary.

Prcfessor Riéhurd T, Fisher
" Hapvard Forest

Petersham, Mass.
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a ' The Gotr t of the Philippine Islund (wdﬂ/ Ve
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July 5, 1933

Hon. Dwight ¥, Davis
¢/o War Department
Washington, D.C,

My dear Governor Davis:

Prof. Hugh }. Curran of the Forest School
has been discussing with me the necessity of the United
Stetes developing in sorie of her universities a tho-
rough course in tropical forestry. Prof., Curran, who
hes been in Forestry work In the tropical Chaco for
the Argentine Government, in Brezil and in Columbia
besides having been in this service here and in the
United States Forest Service, hes view-points which
I feel should be pleced before interested parties in
the United States. Of ell the universities in the
States, we both believe Harverd would be the most lo-
gical because of its wonderful erboretum and its tro-
pical stations in the Yest Indies.

Both Curran and I feel that it will be essen-
tial for trained imericans, both North and South, in
Forestry to develop the immense natural resources now
lying idle or being gradually destroyed in tropical
America.

Our exreriences and date here in the Philip-
plnes should be conserved and mede available for future
development of the Americen tropics.

Our methods which have gained recognition by
the Dutch, English, French, Japanese and Chinese could
work equally well in South aAmerican countries. Men
must be trained to begin this work and we feel the
reproachment engendered by North Americen methods and
training for South americens and others from the world
tropics at Harvard would pay lerge dividends to the
institution and the country

Prof. Curran's memo to me follows:




"SCHGOL OF TROPICAL FORESTRY
"ieasons for establishing the school.

"Buroreen and U.S. cheap coniferous timbers
needed at home. They are decreasing in quantity and
quelity. They are increesing in price which limits
their use.

"Tropical timbers on the contrery are sbundant
(especielly in South America) of rapid growth, and
are sui teble for all the essential uses t¢ which co-
niferous timbers are put. These tropical timbers are
being destroyed in huge cuantities, no use is being
made of them as they are usually burned to make way
for agricultiure end grazing.

"In normal times South Americe imports large
quantities cf temperate timbers vwhich mekes an added
drain on wening temperete supplies. The price of
timber in the tropics is higher then in temperate
countries, so that the common people, esrecially in
the large centers of South america, are deprived of
cheep meterial for the construction of their homes,
end the developmnent of their commercial life,

"In tre past, U.S, borrowed European foresters,
or sent forest students to Europe for trzining. South
anerica and other perts of the tropics, must follow
wnen they emberk on a program of forest conservation,

"hArerican feresters heve been exiremely suc-
cessful in solving difficult forest problems in the
Philippines, Borneo, the lMalay States, and have been
called %Yo South americe for advice end assistance with
forest problems there. This would indicate the desir-
eability of establishing a forest school to solve tro-
pical American forest problems. Such & school should
be in the U.S. or in the Viest Indiss.

"The bulk of the South American forests are
still in the hands of the individuel States, or the
dirferent federel governments, end an active forest
progran under a trained personnel cen save and perpe-
tuate this great wealth for home and export,

"The success of forestry in the Fhilippine Is-
lands is en excellent example of whal may be accom=-
plished, in & short time, to conserve and use a vast




tropical resource, Practically the entire area of
Philirpine forests belong to the people of the Is-
lends, due to the efforts of a few imericen fores-
ters and & large group of Pilipino foresters, train-
ed in the United States and in the Philippines,

"These Philippine forests have yielded & net
revenue from the beginning of American administra-
tion until the presernt time, and this revenue shows
2 stesdy increase with the years.

"4 service the U.S., can render to South ime-
rica is the establishment of a school of tropicel
forestry where students receive technical training.
This schocl should also aid them during the period
when they ere building forest admiﬂistration An the
different South Americen regions.

"Yele, some years ago, made & beginning, but
hes practicclly ebandoned work along this line, ex-
cept for the very excellent work it is doing in tro-
pical wood technology. The University of California,
also, considered & tropical course in its forest
school, but has as yet taken no action,

"Harvard, with its greet arboretum, its tro-
picel leboratories in Cuba, and its background of
service to South America in other lines, would mske
an ideal location for & tropical school of forestry.

"The work indicated would pay large dividends
in cordial reluztions between the itwo Americas, would
bring much needed raw material to world industries,
end would develop a profitable field for investment
of capital. Materiel now wasted would add wealth to
both South America and foreign countries.

"This school, if esteblished, would underteake
two lines of work. Tirst, an intensive cempaign of
fact finding with reference to the extent and nature
of tropical forests, and second, the technical and
practical training of the personnel to mensge, uti-
lize and perpetuste these forests.

"The first part of the work can be accomplish-
ed by cooperation between the school and the interest-
ed countries, the school furnishing treined foresters
to canves their forests and find out the facts neces-
sary for an intelligent forest policy. The men to




accomplish this work can be found among foresters
who have had Philippine and other tropical expe-~
rience, and who are now in the U.S. or engeged in
tropical work.,

"americen foresters are at work in meny
tropicel regions. These regions include the Phi-
lippines, Borneo, Central America, and Mexico, also
the Vest Indies. Others have travelled extensively
in Africe, end ure femilier with the forest problems
of this continent,

"Other foresters have returned to the States,
end are engaged in the managenent of temperate for-
ests, research in these same forests or ere teach-
ing in temperate forest schools. This is & great
waste, These men should be used for bringing the
unnaneged tropical forests urnder intelligent control.
This should be done by using the expert knowledge
gained in training the personnel to manage these
forests,

"Most of these men are et the maximum of
their efficiency and usefulness. The delay in using
their services will mean & great loss to forestry.

"The second field of work, the technical
treining of the men in the school, will be the prin-
cipal endeavor of the school, and should cover itwo
distinct phases of instruction,

"When the field men return, thsy will have
made contacts with the men in the different countries
interested in the future of their forests. WMen from
politicael and business life end the teaching profes-
sion should be induced to come to the school for spe-
cial instruction. After a short period of study,
they should visit our forest schools, the Government
Forest Service in Washington, the State forest ser-
vice, and should femiliarize themselves with the ma-
neged forests in the U.,S. They should also study the
great forest industries developed here.

"These men will not be candidates for degrees,
but will go back to head forest work in government
departments, and to awaken public interest in their
own countries,

"On their return, they should encourage young
men of private means to enter the forest school so




that later they may return as professionel fores-
ters to build forest services at home,

"It is a policy of meny of the tropical
Americen countries to send pensionados to foreign
schools fcr technicel treining. The Philippines
built up its forest service in this menner, and
it would be well to encourage the South American
countries to follow this policy.

"The above outlined plen we believe should
meet with the hearty epprovel of the progressive
South smericen governments, end will result, as in
the P’hilippines,’in saving & vest forest weelth for
the use of the South ~merican republies. It will
in addition build up a rrofitable trade in forest
prcfucts between the home country and foreign coun-
tries, and materielly lessen the drain on temperate
forests.

"Thirty yeers of forestry in the Philippines
has put their forests in & unique position in the tro-
pical worid, built up & great industry, end paid all
its costs and & handsorme profit to the Insular Trea-

sury. ;

"South America cen do even more with its
vastly greater forest wealth, if it follows the suc-
cessful policy of the Philippines.

"Harverd cen be the agency for this wonder-
ful service. Theodore Roosevelt, who has been called
the *Father of Conservetion' in America, was familiar
end interested in the development of tropical fores-
try. It wes his pleasure to travel in tropicel re-
glons, and study tre interesting forms of life found
there, and it is certzir thet Earvard can pay no more
fitting trivbute to this great alumnus then to esta-
blish a Roosevelt School of Tropical Forestiry."

I am sending & similar letter to Gov. W. Ca-
meron Forbes who also, I believe, served on the Harvard
Board of Governors, with the hope that both you gentle-
men may possibly interest Harvard University in the idea.

Very r\spe tfull§{ \

N
ARTHUR F. FISCHER
Director of Forestry
aff-Jja
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Sontenmber 11, 191573

JESEN ")\i\f"bt e Davis
Soubhninton
Hewr Yorl:

Dear Hre Davis:

T am extrerioly sorrvy that ny Iuropean vaca-
tion und a nowmtuin of il on ny roeiuwen have
delayod miy ronly to your letteor of Aupust 16 I
anl greatly Indebted to vou Tor forwarding me lir.
Pischorts letter, and I ap»nreclate vory much your
kind wvords in rogard to riy appointmente

The natter ouggested In lire Piacher!?s let-
ter 1s of 1nterest, end slthourh I cannot make
any osuatement otont 1t witihont further study, I
shall certalnly have the matter looked into as
soon ag Nossible. ’

Very slncerely yours,

JoC/A




Septerber 19, 1030

ilire Hichard T. Fisher

Dirootor of the Harvard
I'orest

Petorshan, llagsachusotts

Dear lre Flsher:

I onclose corrosnondence
which CGovernor Dwulpsht Davis has
sent ne concernine the dovelope
ment of a coursc In Yropilcal
Foprestry In tho Unlverslty. If
you conld read thils at your
convenlones and r~lve rie yosur
opinion of 1t, I chould be vory
yach oblliged.

Slncerely yours,




Ceptember 1, 13¥2

My dear lr Filsher:

Yhen I sent you the suluary sheet
of the Harvard Forest last :zprinz I iorgot
to put down the nume of ir H, V. .iosley,
vi.ose appointment as Instructor docs not
exnire until 18934, Vvill you let me know
what his salury 13 to be for the conlng
vear? Last yesr he recelved £&900,

Yours very truly,

£ W HUNNEWELL

Richard 7. Fizher, bLsq.
itarvard Forest

Petershan, Maszaciuvetts
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HARVARD FOREST
PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS
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O

President James T, Conant,
University E

Caubridge, .lass,

Cear lr, Conant:

The correspondence from Governor Dwight Davis
about a vnossible school of tropic;l’forestry at Harvard
ralces some large and comnlicated Questions wiliein I should
like & 1little time to consider before reporting an oplnion,
Cf course the money dlfficulty suggests 1ltself at once, and
so far as the Harvard Forest goes, it is already deeply
concerned in native and domestlc problems, both blological
and economic, wihich are beyond the accomplishment of our
present staff and endowment, I sghould like to talk the
nmatter over with you soume time during the next week, 1f that
is not too late, I‘eanwhile, I venture to keep the corres-

pondence which you sent ne,

Sincerely yours,

W75k

Director




Senteviber 20, 1933

e Dwlght e Davis
Sovthannton
flewr York

Dour e DPavis:

I have v»oferred fr. arithuy Plocher!s lolter
to tho aprronrlate Hergong In thiso Unlveralty, and
I a: nowu able %o vrlte vou In more detall concornin-
the »rnajocte Afteor digcussing tho natber with those
cormetent o mow, 1% goecnms cloar that the »rojiest
vould Involve a vewry largoe oublay of noneye I ls
obvicusly of no value to underiake 1t unleass it
could bo done in a very satisiactory mamnor, and
thls soorz 50 involve a lappe Iinitial expenso and
a rood endowiiont for continuance. Our nresent
T'orogtry Denariment iz nob abt all equinned to nmake
even a neglming on this »rojecte In view of these
facts ond the Jifflicult times woe are now In, 1t is
clear that we cun do nothln~ about the natter hore
unlass someone shouvld cone foerard who wilshed to
ondow lilborally cuch a orojces; and this, I tale it,
Is aa extromely rorote mnd wnlikely »noasibility.

Yy Iothank vou arala very wuch ror youre kind-
nogs in Jowwarding thoe lettor. It is of preat
asslstance to me to have such mattors brourht to wy
attentione.

Very sincerely yours,




My dear Nr Fisher:

#ould you be intercstzd in the enclosad
in regzard to a [Porostry Field day at Hest-
fiela in Amnerst on the 1th and 14th? If
not, do you know oI any one else?

Yours very truly,

FIW. Munnawa:
Secrcetary

¥r Richard T. Fisher
Harvard I orast

Peterstiam, Muss.




HARVARD UNIVERSITY
HARVARD FOREST
PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

Oetober 10, 1933,

F. W. Hunnewell, Esq.
University Hall,
Cambridge, Mass.
Dear Mr, Hunnewell:

We had already heard of the forestry fleld day
at Westfield and expeet to be represented by Mr, Cline. I
understand that Professor Mather is also interested in the
meeting so that the University should be represented.

Very truly yours, |
il

Direetor
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

HARVARD FOREST
PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

Septenber 25, 1933,
r, 7, Hunnevell, Esq,
5 University Hall, . W
Canbridge, l.ass, V s
Dezr 'r, Hunnewell: .
The salary of r, I, W, Hosley, linstructor, on
the staff of the Haurvard Forest is [3000,, chargeatle to the

Aarvard Forest endor

JA,.JL;A
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Sy shprntad s
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ment.,

Yery truly yours

DYt

Zirector

we




