
19~14 

:ly da;ir ~ir Fiuller: 

In~ enclosing the salary 

sheet of the fr1r•1:~rd. rof93t for 

19?,4.-35, having included the rmme 

of ~r P. ":t. :...:.:::.t _,1,d r1otrn.i. that the 

a.ppoinb~,.mt. ::>f M:.· Cl.Lie vxpiros a.t 

yeu.r. '" .. - i . ' ;, l. l. .L j' J:J. 1' !~Li .1.y aote if lhere 

is to be any clw.n!;e. 

Yours ·:i:,r.-y ~u.iy, 
, . __ :.._'.:: Lt 

~~"li' .. ~(jl',:•1·""~N'!'>/! 

Secretory 

Mr R. T. Fisher 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Biological Laboratories, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

March 12, 1934. 

-­, 

F. w. Hunnewell, Esq. 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

JUN 18 193: 
Dear Mr. Hunnewells 

I am retuming herewith the salary sheet :f'or­
the staff of the Harvard Forest during the year 134-35. 
Mr. N. w. Hosley, Instructor, whose appointment expires 
this year I should like to have reappointed at the same 
salary as at present for another term of three years, 
except for the · ar 134-35, during which I should like to 
have him granted leave of' absence on half pay, namely, 
$1500. He has won a fellowship from the Pack Foundation 
:f'or a year I s study at the University of Michigan in the 
field or fish and game management as related to forestry. 
It will be possible to handle his work at Petersham in 
part by allotment to other members of the staff' and 1n 
part by the appointment of a temporary assistant, wnose 
name I shall send in a little later. The funds for Mr. 
Hosley 1 s salary and that of' a possible assistant will be 
met as heretofore by the income from the Harvard Forest 
endowment. 

I note that the reappointment of' A. c. Cline 
also expires with the present yea:r, and I therefore request 
that he be reappointed on the existing terms, namely, 
$3500. a year. 

Very truly yours, 

~-rw)~ 
Director 



i,~r. lUch,,..rd T • .FL;i1:::r 
L·lr ;ct,;r of th0: lforv. ni Forc::..:.t 
.P~1t,.;1• .. _;(!{_,ia, iAit~~;.,; ... cl1u~.jt t.s 

't ' .:.J_j_ • ·1 . t W-lt,C ,. ::~l..J.. 

wl.l.l only lJc: a. fvru::,llty. 

yo:; ~~ t y .: u.r co;,. veni,Jl1Cci tl'lf: ecn,::r .. l 

cerni,.g the r.' ln;.:i.nce:., ,;f the ·~ t r .. ,r,.s.• • 

J. W. LO'.''-~ 
• 

llt;:::t,L.:m:: c..,n-

I,. 
~\~ I ,,tu in 



HARV 1\RD FOREST 

tilemorar1dum of conversation 1,vi th Dr. Fisher on March 22, ..i.9t4. 

He expects, ps.rtly through gifts for iw.:aediute use, 
to more than break even for 19~~-~4, ~r~ to be ~bie to p~re 
down hi.::s debit bo.lance by tho or three th0 . .J.0E,nci. dollar::;. He 
has· also a piece of land. n<2c1.r the v ills6e 1,h ich u1ay ev8n-
t Uftlly be :::old to bring po~::.ibly ;;.,5,0'.)0 xh.Lch mlghc c1-L.:::.o be 
applied to i:1ls baJ.ance. He e:qJect::.: that the u.t1onymous 
benef~ctor of the Forest ¼ill, if he is able, carry out nis 
plan for a general and substantial endohment. 

I told hi~ that ~e woJ~d be more concerned lo have 
the Forest breai even in the coming yc~rs than to have the 
existing balance paid back, and that without attempting to 
set any particular limit on nl~ expenditures, it ·1,ou.i..d be 
understood thc1t he woc1Ld not expand from the present ba.sls 
at the expense of University income. 

He is entirely aw::i.re of the lmplicutions of the 
Nation.::..l Recovary Act ""nci the .Lumber Code, &nd I think he 
will protect the University's interests Hithuut any re­
minders from us. 

J.VJ.L. 



J. L. Lowes, Esq. 
University Hell, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Biological Laboratories, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

March 2'7, 1934. 

In accordance with our conversation, I want to 
ask whether it will be feasible to put some or all of the 
tuition fees from students of forestry into the budget of 
the Harvard Forest as available income. Even though the 
Harvard Forest is, for purposes of instruction, a part of 
the new Department of Biology, a number of our students (up 
to recently all of them) do all their work at Petersham 
under the instruction exclusively of the staff of the Harvard 
Forest; but om, income for salaries and the purposes ot 
research comeswholly from special endowments and current . 
gifts. 

It is true that last year the Corporation estab• 
lished four Harvard Forest scholarships at $150. each, to be 
paid out of the funds of the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences; but unless there is some reason to the contrary, 
it would seem fair that the Forest have the benefit,over and 
above the amount required for these scholarships, of all 
tuition fees for which it provides the instruction. Under 
the present interdepartmental arrangements and as a basis 
for your consideration, I suggest that the tuition fees ot 
students who receive instruction exclusively from the staff 
of the Harvard Forest should be credited to the Forest, and 
that for those whose work involves supervision or instruction 
in related departments the fees should be di~ided between the 
Forest and the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. Except 
during the last four or five years and since 1915, all 
students of forestry have worked exclusively at Petersham. so 
that there has been a considerable income from their tuition 
fees which has not figured in the budget of the Forest. 

Very truly yours, 

WJt~~ 
Director 



• I 7 

' 

De,~,n Xu,1tl.~, h ·· '..>Cl{ 
u.1h ,.n· :.:. i: y ~,.J 

Le;..r r,;.en: 

J, W. LOW'.:S 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Biological Laboratories, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

April 6, 1934. 

Dean Kenneth B. Murdock, 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

near Mr. Murdock: 

In accordance with your request, I have compiled 
a tabulation showing for the last five years the number of 
students in forestry who have been instructed wholly by the 
staff of the Forest and the nwnber who have worked in part 
under other departmeniis or with their facilities. The 
table follows: 

1933-34 
1932-33 
1931-32 
1930-31 
1929-30 

Instruction only 
at the Forest 

3 
2 
6 
5 
6 

Instruction in 
part by other 
departments 

3 
2 
0 
1 
1 

I think it 1s fair to say that the drop in the 
number of students at Petersham during last year and this 
year is due to the extraordinary demand for foresters of all 
degrees of training in the government Emergency Conservation 
Work. The rise in students classed as both under the Forest 
and other departments is apparently due to there being more 
men in allied departments who are getting supervision or 
instruction from the Forest. For a nwnber of years previous 
to 1931-32, we have averaged five or six students annually 
at Petersham, which is about the number we can well handle 
under our system of concentrating on investigative work. 

Very truly yours, 

<:R. f.#t('U' 
Director 



COPY 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Biological Laboratories, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

May 2, 1934. 

Professor Julian L. Coolidge, 
Lowell House, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

My dear Coolidge: 

I have looked at the old willow trees in the 

east court of Lowell House and what is more important had 

in Dr. Faull, pathologist from the Arnold Arboretum, to look 

them over as well. we agree that the trees are substantially 

past cure or repair. Both trunks and branches are riddled 

and rotten with two different species of fungus, and there 

is a third affecting the roots. We do not think it is worth 

while spending any money on them. It is m:>re than likely 

that before long they will fall apart. It seems to me to 

be a case of giving up the old willows and planting some new 

trees in the quadrangle. I am sorry to convey such bad news. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 



. ,~ 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Biological Laboratories, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

President James B. Conant, 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Conant: 

May a, 1934. 

Because you asked me about the willow trees 

in the court of Lowell House, I am sending you enclosed 

a copy of a brief report made to Professor Coolidge. 

very truly yours, 

Director 



Professor R. r. Fisher 
Iforv;.;.rd Forest 
Petersh"-m, ~.'.asstichusetts 

Der:r Professor F'isher:. 

·r}1ls ts to :;cknov:l'!dge yoar letter 

und the enclostn·e. I r.ru sorry thti t the 

verdict is so unftvort,b Le to the trees. I'tu.nk 

yoa for l•:>oklng into this matter. 

Lincerely yours, 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

President James B. Conant., 
University Hall., 
Cambridge., Mass. 

Dear Mr. Conant: 

May 22., 1934. 

In case you find it convenient to visit 

Petersham next Friday or Saturday and assuming that you 

start from Harvard, I suggest the following route: to 

Lancaster to Sterling. At Sterling bear right, two miles 

to concrete bridge and cross road; right again, ten miles 

to Westminster. From Westminster follow Route 2 to the 

outskirts of Athol, then left three to four miles by 

Route 32 to the Harvard Forest headquarters. The trip 

should require about an hour. 

It may be simpler for you, though less pretty, 

to strike Route 2 at Ayer or Fitchburg and then proceed as 

indicated. 

Our telephone number at the headquarters build­

ing is 2-21. 

Sincerely yours, 

~rWshA_ 
Director 

\ 



' 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 7, 1934. 

President James B. Conant, 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Conant: 

Some weeks ago I reported to the office that 

N. w. Hosley, Instructor at the Harvard Forest, had won a 

Pack Foundation fellowship for a year's study at the Uni­

versity of Michigan and that I was requesting on hia 

behalf leave of absence on half pay for the academic year 

'34-35. My letter was answered, I think, by Mr. Lowes to 

the effect that the request would be acted upon 1n due 

course. I write now to make sure that the necessary 

arrangements will be made before the last meeting of the 

Corporation. Our plan is to appoint an assistant now work• 

ing at the Harvard Forest to take the place of Mr. Hosley. 

Very trulyuJours, 

tr'ff,~ 
Director 



I 

J Cl\ d 

I have attached the correspondence with R. T. Fisher 

in regard to the appointment of N. ~;. Hosley as Instructor for 

three years from September 1, l9Zi4, at ,ipo,000 a year with leave 

of absence on half salary for 1834-Z5 and of a. C. Cline as 

Assistant Director of the Harvard Forest for three years from 

September 1, 1934, at ~3,500 a year. In view of Dr. Fisher's 

sudden deatn, you may wish to review this entire situation 

before the next meeting of the Corporation. ~iss Hills tells 

me that an appointment m~de at that last meeting could be 

ratified by the Overseers at its meeting on Commencement Day. 

J. W. L. 

June 11; 1934 

,. 

r·, 
/,) 



MEMORANDUM ·ro JilR. CONANT 

Whether or not Mr. Cline is reappointed As­

sistant Director of the Harvard Forest at today's meet­

ing, do you not think that it might be well for you to 

write and ask him to consider himself in charge of the 

Forest's routine activities pending reaajustments? I 

think that they have a considerable amount of routine 

business, and that it might be quite awkwar<.l to transact 

it without some une there having express authority. 

June 11, 1934 



~~r. r. c. c1:11e 
As2ist&nt DirPctor, llsrv~rd 

Forest 

Deur i,.ir. Cline: 

V. e i, ere [. l L trer,,endo-J.s ly ~h:Jcked .'.J. t 
th>:: :rnddcn. du.ti: of ~\:r. FL:::hr,r. I know 
thf. t th<'!re trE-~ "'\~.ny pr•'.)blc.·13 cmmec t.ed "'':. th 
the ~hrn rd For,:,~·.t v.aich you .,,nd I should 
te, l.k :)VI:' r. 'l'h• · ne-x t 1'~"- dLy s, h.o·.-.rc!VCr, Lre 
co~?letely brok0n up by Co~~cnce~fnt LctlvL­
ttrs. ;,:~,y I r;,:.kc-; u1 ,.ppotnt;:;ent to see you 
t.t tE:n o'cl-:)ck on ":.tuni:;.:.-(i;.y, J,.m!': ~7? Your 
rebppolut~ent ts fsslst~.nt Lirector of the 
for~st wt& r~co~~~nded by ~r. fisher &nd will 
be &cted on ~t the ne~t mo~t~nt uf tho Car­
rnri.tt,;n just bef0r(, Coc,::-,encer·.cnt. for the 
t111.;,.,.:::c LL tc ;:irc:;;rmt, i.f t.nert• 1.:r-.; :.ny i-rcs.sing 
prDb·:i.,'=t..:5 1.n rcgLru to th,:: I<'or12 s·L r hc,pr.· you 
,:i 1..L Ci rry ')rt th,~ 'i,Crk ;_;~ b<c~t ro,1 Ct\l:l l.S 

l1s::, i.s tt.nt 1,.:.r,=ctor. 

Very .::. lncerc iy y-:,urs, 



) ' 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 13, 1934 

Dr. James B. Conant, President, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

My dear President Conant: 

Your letter of the twelfth has been 
received, and I shall call upon you at the 
appointed time. 

Professor Fisher's sudden death has 
left all of us inexpreosibly saddened, not only 
those who have served under him for many years 
but the townspeople as well. we on tho staff 
feel that in the Harvard Forest he has left an 
enduring memorial to his love and sympathetic 
understanding of all living things. 

I am happy to tell you that the alum­
ni are planning to place a memorial boulder and 
tablet near his favorite spot on the Forest, a 
stand of virgin timber at the north end of the 
Tom swamp Pond. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ 
Assistant Director 



MEMORANDUM TO ivlR. CONANT 

I had quite a long talk yesterday with Tom Barbour 
and Oakes Aines about the general Botany situation. They have 
a plan for taking care of the duplication of herbaria which 
sounds much more logical than anything I have yet struck. The 
detailed examination of the trusts involved will be a large 
job and was one which I already had on the docket for next fall. 

--?r asked them whether they saw any reason why the Harvard forest 
could not be operated logically as a division of the Arnold 
Arboretum under the general direction of the Director of the 
latter but with a qualified forestry man at Petersham. This 
i\'O:J.ld be along the line of \\hat we have previously discussed 
in a general way and for general administrutive purposes 
woc.ld reduce our present departments by one. Barbour was 
quite enthusiastic about the idea. Oakes Ames was rather 
lukewarm, but did not api;ear to have any valid ground for 
objection. Probably he v:ou.1d hate to take on the added re­
sponsibility. If the general idea was ri~ht, the precise method 
by which it was accomplished v.ould not be particularly important. 
I suppose, offhand, that the terms of the Harvard Forest proper­
ty were such that so long as the integrity of the Forest ac­
tivities was maintained we should have the widest latitude in 
our method of administration. 

They think that Cline, the Assistant Director, is 
a good rnan, but I judge not of sufficient caliber to run 
the show. I give you trlis now only as something to think 
about. 

June 10, 1934 



1~·1,. /,. I; re, .. ; }/L,·: •./ ---VI k 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 14, 1934 

Dean Kenneth B. Murdock, 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, 
20 University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Dean Murdock: 

As you undoubtedly know, Mr. Hosley has been 
granted a year's leave to study at the University of 
Michigan. To take his place the Forest staff several 
weeks ago decided to engage the services of Mr. William 
H:t'JCummings, now registered with us as a student. 
This decision had the full approval of Professor Fisher, 
and it was his intention, as expressed to me a few days 
before his death, to put through the appointment in 
the customary way. The agreement was that Mr. Cummings 
should receive $1400 and the free use of the Forest 
Cottage for a period of one year starting July t. One 
of his chief tasks will be to do the Forest bookkeeping, 
formerly done by Mr. Hosley, though it was expected that 
he also would act as an instructor. I believe his title 
should be Forest Assistant. 

I trust that this arrangement will meet with your 
approval, and that the appointment may receive official 
sanction at an early date. Mr. Hosley has already left 
for Michigan, and we shall be very much in need of Mr. 
Cumm.ing's services by July 1. 

JUN 18 \93,'.; 

' ~ l'~l ,t' 
I' ,_} 

OCT 2 2 1934 

Yours very sincerely, 

I ii' [.{ SJ. J 3 

//66,67 
··, 

~ 
Assistant Director 

J 



E, G, STILLMAN, M. D. 
4'8 EAST 78TH STREET 

NEW YORK 

President James B.Conant 
Harvard University . 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

My dear :i11r.Gonant: 

N, Y, 

June 15,1934 

Harvard has suffered an irreparable 

loss by the untimely passing of Professor R.T.Fisher. 

May I express my deep sympathy to Harvard University_. 

I have organized a group of technical 

advisers to assist Guernsey and Pitman, the model makers, 

so that this uncompleted work may be finished. 

Although merely a layman, I have learned 

much about forestry principles un:ler a great teacher. 

During the last twe11ty-five · years he has nursed his 

child, the Harvard Forest, from birth through infancy. 

A Forest is a living thing. Mismanagement now could 

rapidly ruin all that has been accomplished. 

There are some scientists in the University 

who look upon the Forest as a source of blood for them 

to tap. Such men are not primarily interested in Forestry, 

but merely in the great source of material available 

for their work. So may I urge that the next Director 

of the Harvard Forest be a Forester. 

Yours sincerely, 



June 161 1934 

lt7 dear Dr. St.1llman1 

In llr. Conant's absence fro11 Owl-
... .. ..J 

... bridge, ·1 beg to ackrtowledge ~ .r,1:eipt 
. ~ ~ ...... :,..,.:_ .. 

,., or your letter concerning the Harvard···. 

Forest. Your letter will be brought to 

Mr. Conant's attention as soon as he 

returns to the office. 

Very truly yours, 

Seoreta17 

Dr. Ee G. 8till.l!laa 
45 East '15th Street 
lew York Cit7 

. • ..... 



H, H,TRYON, ~ 
DIRECTOR 

THE BLACK ROCK FOREST 

rs> 
\. "} i. I! { '\ 

A, L. BABCOCK, 
SUPERINTENDENT 

CORNWALL-ON°THE-HUDSON, N, Y, 

Mr. James Bryant Conant 
Cambridge, Mass • 

Dear Jim:-

J'une 18, 1934 

Dick Fisher's sudden death was a great shook 
to me. He was one of my oldest friends. ~e've lost a 
great man and a gallant gentleman. 

The work: at the Forest ( did you ever get a chanoe 
to see the place?) is so outstanding that I am naturally 
wondering who will ta.'-<e over. I'm certain that Dick's 
successor should be a forester, and not one of those 
wild-eyed scientists who for some time have had their 
eager eye on the Forest chiefly as a source of material 
for their work. I've carefully canvassed the ca~able 
foresters in th is country, and some time this summer 
or next autumn I'd lil(e very well to come over and 

( 

talk with you about the matter. When you have finisBn.ed 
collecting additional LLD's and such, let me know it 
and when we could have a brief chat. There are several 
slants to the proposition. 

I see Hutch now and then; poor fellow, he's 
had pretty rough sledding lately. But you'd never know 
it. His upper lip stays pretty stiff, as you might ex­
pect. 

Sincerely, --,----·----

hht-s 
_}4.,~ ~ ' ..J-~~ 



[Jr. f. G • .:. ti. l l.·\tin 

45 [~st 75th Ctre0t 
Nev. York CI ty 

Ky dear Dr. Stlllm~n: 

Th::.. n.:: you f•~Jl' yoar ;_1':' t tr r :.n rcgi:.rd to 
Prof~ssor Fl~h2r of th~ H~rvrrct F~rost. H~rv~rd 
UniV8r.sity· Lnci the H[r,n,rd For8:c:t h,,Vi:', i.!1.deed 
s,1ffe1•c,j t, f,!' iE:VO•lb .lose in the :m2):pccted ~.nd 
unti.£.1cly ctcl,th of Professor FLsh'?r. 

I c~n ESs~re yo~ thLt ~e 5n~ LL revle~ the 
,.holP s1.t:.1c.:ti.or1 5-n regu'•:;, to the £:\1r<:.>~;t r.tth the 
greate;;.,t cc rf bBf,:n·e ,~,c.ktng hny ch:,11be:.: or t:.p­
polntlng ;. Directc,r. I hop1, to h,·Vt· the oppor­
ttmLty of d5.SC.15Si.at, th,.' :'.'Jl:tter \:it.h yoil S:)r::F-t.l:ue 
ln New York next f~ll. I sh•l~ b~ v~ry MUCh 
i.nterP~,tPd in y·J,ll' :dcr:s, c.lthough I .:J~, ;;Ul'!'- you 
;•;11 "t. n,.)t, :::Li.lunder•3t:c:.aG :·J~ :.f : ;:,:...y I 3h& LL n,)t 
t:.1~::r:::nttJC u1 r.c.iv:.i1cc to ti kf: y;J,H' : .. dvLcct I 
ccr·t1_,1.n:.y •t' ,r,,e:_,~t.e :;:mr- .'..!itt,.r1-:,:3t, ln this 
:~J)G1~t: . .t1t~ ~)r-1·t.. Jf t.he Un.tvc-rs~ty, r.tH.1 L c..::,!. glc..d 
to b.2Lr· yo,i tro contc,,,_,.i.t.tL1t; f•)Lng i,h0Hi ;\J.th 
ti'l": f L,i ~shLnr •}1' Ci.E '.:1.rvr1l·:1·.l.;, ... ou 1:: L.: ~n ;)r3Cf.:~S 
oi C')n.~: true t ~on. 

\. t th L Ll gooa ,,,. ·:shes, 

Very ~~ncereiy ,~~rs, 



June 19, 1954 

Mr. H. H. Tryon 
The Bhek Rock ForAst 
Cornwall-on-the-Hudson 
New York 

My dec.r Mr. ':.'ryona 

In Mr. Cone.nt•s absence I beg to 

aokno·t'llodge tho receipt of your letter. 

Mr. Con,mt will not be 1n the office 

until after Co!U:llencement b:1t your letter 

i1ill be brou::.ht to his attontion just as 

soon aa he returns. 

Very truly yours, 



~~I'. H cnrr H. .i'.r)' sr.: 
The Bl~ck h8ck Forsst 
C.rJ rn,j·, :-). l. ~ -(Jfl- r...hf. -rL~:i ::,~Jt: 
I/<;•V. Y..)l'K 

' . ,:,.,,, 

Thr,ni, ;,:::::l r..:,r y,:::,~r rcCi."nc n::.•t.,:. ·,'o 
c<:rt,: :nly h.·,v.=: s· .. ff,~rcd ~- t-:r· >,vo:..1.s lo~,:.: b;r 
t.ne dc\.'-th cii· Pr•::i~fes~;Jr r·:..~h•:·I·. 

rt ,0·1 c.c. be =- 6r-.:::. t; 1)!.u,.surc t) tclk 
::;vcr i:i:. t,tcrf. c'.)1,.::-:.ccte•J. ·.:th ·~h'-' f,:,rcs;:, ·,-ith 
yo-1, b·..1t clnt"01·t..u:..1, t.f' Ly I .. ,·: .. ,t, ~lLn,~ for 
f~aro:)e ::1 t~ 1·e\·- dtys : .. !h; ~:1, .. L~ L1;)t, lH:. .. br:ck 
unt~l ;~:t;:>tt~--:-.·o,:::r. • . .P ~h~ L ;Jr::ictY•.i vr::r·y 
!.:,_c\>,ty ~n !:~,.ktn{~ c.h--? :...p.~J:r1L~1-~C!lt. -~)f t.rll:! ne~?i 
DLl'ect:.Jl vr r~: ~- Ll1i. tt1:l Crl! !lf;· .. .3 :1l :,!1~ Jrt~-Lll­
.:.tt·lon. If :,roc1 :.re LV,.-~~tb~ w:):t. t.,.tt~·.w,n I 
;:;h01 :.o U.l<.•; t,::) h'. V(; en .. f!C(~ tc- t,:; ;_;,.: \'.:.th 
:tou ,~.11d ffit~fl)' C• 1,.{lt~r;,; Lb:.~,..11.:. tt1c ~tOOLt:: ~tt/~;_stiL)n. 

~ Lncerc ly, 





~"It~ · ~ £', r r ~ t ... S', 51' 
~··~ ~ ~ \ . ij ft, i u l ~ ~· 

~ -~J ; . p r ~ ffe t ~.~ ~ t:: .. 
s t ., J II <c'r · ~ l' ( ✓ JI ,, 'J 

' ' 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
(INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE SHEET) 

L Cambridge, ..Massach11se1ts 

June 21, 1934 

(. 

Gopy of letter from \ford She_pnrd: 

My dear President Connnt: 

I have soyr,e apnrehcnsion th&t the de'1th of Richord F'isher may raise a 
question as to the continuimce of the Harv&rd Forest, which was so 
riecnliarly his own creation. As Pn alwmus of the old HRrvnrd Forest School, 
I take the liberty of writing to you to expre:cs tbe hope that Harwird will 
find it possible to mnintain permanently this unique contribution to 
Amnrica".I forestry. In msn? wa;r s, t.he Petersh!'lm Forest is one of the most 
impressive developments in this fielc in the United States. Besides being a 
strikiniY ob.iect lesson in the beauty th,~t comes from forestry and ln the 
rr"1cticali ty of sustained yielo forest nianagerr.ent, the Harvard Forest hns 
made notable contributions in the scientific bases of fore8try and in the 
training of outstanding foresters. 

It has been my gooci fortune, durir.g the pHst year, to work out with 
Prt"sident Rcosevelt and Secretury \':al.lace, t-he forest conservation provision 
of the lumber code. This is the beginning o e.. wide application of forestry 
principles to orivate forests. In this nro:rram, as Applied to New En17,land, 
t.\ie Harvard Forest can be of the 1-;ree.te2t possihle value as a i:;ulde, pioneer, 
and demonstrator of proper fore::.t management. 

PerhE.pS rrry apprehensions are v;holly unjustified rmd my letter 
superfluous, but, in any event I have too much pride in the ifarvnrd r'orest 
and in Richard 1'isher 1s snlendid work there, to remain silent. 

Believe me, with high re?ard and good wi~~hes for your administration, 

Sincerely yours, 

Ward Shepard 

(A.B. 1910; M.¥. 1915) 



MIDDLESEX SCHOOL 

FREUF.RICK WINSOR, HEAD MAsn:R 

~. MASSACHUSETTS 

,.) r 
I.> I"'\ f"(J .• .:, A./ . 

June 25, 1954. 

President JRmes B.Conant, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

My dear !Ar.Conant: 

So many people were crowding around 
you after the Alumni meeting on the afternoon of Com­
mencement Day, doubtless saying just what I wanted to 
say, thRt I had no chnnce to speak to you,so I have to 
write my congratulations on your speech, for I can't 
leave them unexpressed. 

I remember that on the train from 
the meeting at Hot Springs you asked what the Presi­
dent said to the Alwmi on that occasion. Naturally 
I made a little list in mr own mind of the things I 
hoped you would say, and you S'lid them all L More­
over, you did it wit!l a simplicity, clarity, and di­
rectness that just left nothing to be desired. I 
thought it was admirable. And t.'le awarding of the 
honorary degrees had the SR.Ille characteristics: most 
successful. 

Vie miss Dick Fisher here in tetersham 
fe3.rfully. I v.onder if I mRy he permitted to be in 
on the choice of his successor to some extent. Of 
course it is out of my field and none of my business, 
but I knew him intimately ( he married my sister-in­
law) and I know the com.-nunity pretty well, and his 
successor has got to be able to handle this co1t1mu-
ni ty alon1: with t)1e Forest, or he won't be able to 
handle the Forest to the best advantage. 

Very sincerely yours, 

FW/0 



Dear Ur. r1nsor: 

Ism gl&d th&t you npproved of my r9~Lrks on 

I shell be very g!hd to tLlk ~1th yoa 

&bout th<: Fore;:;t \,hen I return fro::; Europe .tn 

S!:'pter:.ber. The v:ho i.c ;>roblem v. ill nocd look lng 

into v~ry cr,ref·.1lly, t.:nd I sh,,11 not rr:;;0 k1:: vny 

decision tn G. hurry. 

tith ~11 cood ~ishes, 

Very sincerely yours, 

~r. Fredertck ~lnsor 
Pf: tc_:crshb:n 
tH s ;-;,.chu;;c t ts 



HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 28, 1934 

Mr, John W, Lowes, Vice-President, 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

Mr. Taylor very kindly went over with me the whole 
matter of the Forest's indebtedness, and the prospective 
income for the new fiscal year. I came away with the feel­
ing that it would be very difficult to carry on with our 
present set-up within the limits imposed by the income from 
our endowments, amountin~ to $12,450 for 1934-35, Besides 
staff salaries totaling it0,000, and wages of the Forest 
working crew, amounting to about $4,500, there will be un­
avoidable expenses for transportation, building and equip­
ment maintenance, etc., not to mention those incident to 
the conduct of research projects already under way. 

Obviously, I have not had time to make a careful 
estimate of expenses, nor have I attempted. to estimate ex­
pectable income from the sale of forest products, but I 
wanted to let you know what we apparent~y are up against. 
Mr. Taylor explained to mo that one-half of the Bliss 
Fund, about $1300, went towards Professor Fisher's salary 
each year, and it occurred to me that it might be fair 
to ask that this be assigned to my salary, at least until 
a new Director is appointed, And, if the remainder of my 
salary also could come from University funds for a like 
period, I should feel that much more hopeful of being able 
to fulfill your wishes. In any event I shall do my beat. 

Yours very sincerely, 

~ Assistant Director 



CROSS REFEREi:~CE ::iHEET 

HARVARD fl1 0H1£ST 

Re: balary of Mr. R. T. Fisher. 

&Eg: ARTS nND SCIE~CEE, DEA~ (Letter dated 4/l0/Z4) 



H11.RVARD FOHEbT ~i.JDOt,11,iENT FUNDS 

Harvard Forest Endowment (1930) ~pl99,639 

The priuclpal gtft was one of ~100,000, contin~ 
gent upon the raising of' an e½.ual sum from other donors, 
from the American Tree RSsociation, ~ashington, D. C. 
(The Charles Lathrop Pa.ck Forestry Trust). .ifo precise 
terms are on record, except that it is clear that the 
intention Aas that the income on.Ly shoul.d be used for 
the expenses of the HarvQrd Forest. 

Forest Production Research Fund (1923) ~ :trllO ,078 

This represents a gift of ~100,000 by an 
anonymous donor through 'idlliam P. V,harton, Grot 0 n, 
Massachusetts. The incorne of the fund was "to be used 
for research and experimental work in forest production, 
either on the present Forest or on land::; that may here­
after be acquired and controlled, to determine the basic 
facts essential to the successful practice of silvi­
culture in the northeastern section of the United States, 
especially in New Engla.nd. 11 It was understood that the 
sums then devoted by the University to the Forest should 
be continued so that the income of this fund should 
create a net enlargement of its resources. 

Harvard Endowment (1917) Harvard Forest ~l,541 

The donor was gdward &. Bryant, Cohasset, 
Massachusetts. Correspondence with the becretary of the 
Harvard Endol-':ment Fund· indicated that the income or 
principal might be used for the Harvard Forest. 

Nathan· IJatthews Plantation Fund (l~;-]9) -iiil2,699 

This fund was estnblisheu oy a gift of ;i:,10, 000 
from descendants of .Nathan Mat thev,s, "the inco!lle thereof 
to be used exclusively for the maintenance and develop­
ment of the property conveyed to it under the wiLi. of the 
late Nathan il'latthews. 11 

Pisgah Forest Reservation (1829) 

'l'his represents the accumulation of gifts 
totalling ~3,285 from various people (the principal ones 
being Dr. John c.;. Phillips .p2, 000 and J·ohn S. 11.mes ~i>l, 000) 
as an endowment to pay the tax8s or other maintenance 
charges of the Pisgah Forest Reservation in ¼inchester, 
New Hampshire. 



-2-

G. Frederick &chwarz (1~28) lJi;2, 988 

This represents the accu.nulation of a gift of 
,w2,500 from G. Frederick bchwarz, 806 Bronx River Read, 
Bronxville, New York, which accompanied his gift of 
forty-five acres of land in the wester.Ly part of Peter­
sham near other Harvard Forest property. He wished the 
income to be used in carrying out experiments in the study 
of aesthetic or landscape forestry to be undertalrnn on the 
land. This requirement was, however, prefatory, and he 
provided that if this use should be found inadvisable he 
wished the income and, if necessary, the principal to be 
used to illustrate the principles of scenic forestry on 
other parts of the Harvard Forest or by theoretic instruc­
tion, by research, or otherwise. 



Mr. ,h C. Cline 
il.1rv:~rd fore::,t 
Peter:.Hbm, d.,., $~:uchu;;..(:t t::; 

I h:...ve y.•.r .Letter of J..;.ne ~d, :.mi.i hi:t.Ve 

:':lltde arr::..nge;u.ents to ,1, .ve one-hL;.lt' o;.' the LiC.).l1C or 

corAlng ye.~,.r_ J.s to the r•.=,1alnder, l ~hould .i.ike to 

defer &,_~king :1 com·c.itment 1ntil I .sec you next :i,o.1tii. 

.foi• purp,:i.3es 'Jf y~, .,r :re~ent Ci.,lcil·!tie;a:;, i1:)•,;'3Vc:r, 
', 

J. W. LOWES 

-



Mr. lard She,ard 
104 Lelan~ 6treet 
Chevy Chase, M.:-:.ryland 

Dear Kr. Shepard: 

June ro, 19~,4 

llr. Cone.n t has been so busy wt th udmln-
1 s tr& ti ve matter:: :ifte:r Commencement V,eek that 
your letter of June tlst has only J~st been 
brought to his attention, and since he ls sail­
ing for Etiro:,e tod.'.'.y he ha 3 asked me to thank 
you for writing him your views in regard to the 
Ifa.rvard Forest. 

No dr3stic ~ct1on is ant1ciJated concern­
ing Hurvard Forest in the near future. If you 
should lii,p:.:,en to be in Cumbrtdge in the fall, 
Jl!'. Car.ant, or perh[,;:,g some member of the Harvard 
Forest, will be g.Lr,;.d to talk over wl th you 1 ts 
future. 

llr. Con:0.nt is very grateful to /OU for send­
ing him your o~inlon. 

Y;:,urs very tr·uly, 

Vernon Munroe, Jr. 
Secretcry t.f) the President 

M,M. 



REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 

ADDRESS ONLY THE 
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

July 10, 1934. 

Mr. Vernon Munroe, Jr., 
Secretary to the President, 

Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Munroel 

Thank you very much for your letter of June 30. If I happen to 
be in Ca.-rnbridge in the fall, I saa.11 be delighted, as you so kindly 
suggest, to talk with Mr. Conant about the future of the Harvard For­
est. I am glad that no drastic action concerning the Forest is anti­
cipated in the near future. 

Yours very truly, 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Au1:5ust 30, 1934 

Mr. John w. Lowes, Financial Vice-President, 
Harvard University, 
5 University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

It is about this time of year that we make our plans 
for the annual cut from the Forest. Unless there is some 
objection on your part, it would. be ri~, policy to endeavor 
to arrange a satisfactory sale with tr.e Swift River Box 
Company, much the same as last year. It is understood, of 
course, that we are to abide strictly by the provisions of 
the Lumber Code. For reasons which I shall hopt to discuss 
fully with you in aue time, I should favor some reduction in 
the present allowed annual cut, which now stands at approx­
imately 400 M bd. ft, Briefly, I feel that a larger portion 
of the Forest should be reserved from cutting, in order to 
provide a sufficient number of representative sanples of the 
so-called "old field'' forest types now rapidly disappearing 
throu8h cutting and conversion. This would necessitate a 
corresponding reduction in the acreage of producing forest, 
anc in the income from logging operRtions. I realize that 
no such proposed chance in policy will be adopted hastily, 
and, if you feel that we should go the limit this year in pro­
curing income from this source, I believe the full-sized cut 
can be arranged without takin3 stands which, in my opinion, 
should form part of the reserved area. 

I have been approached by the Town Treasurer on the sub­
ject of our annual gift to the Town "for roadmaking". Accord­
ing to the last financial statement this amounted to $860 •• ror 
the year 1933, I presume it is untimely to consider makin5 
any change in the aroount of the gift, or in the policy underly­
ing it, but I should be very glad to have your opinion before 
taking action. 

Yours very sincerely, 
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.)' , 
H, H, TRYo ... , 

- , DIRlCTOR 

THE BLACK ROCK FOREST 

A, L, BABCOCK, 
SUPERIN~NDENT 

CORNWALL•ON•THE-HUDSON, N. Y. 

Sept. 8, 1934 

Dear Jim:-

\Tith regard to the Harvard Forest, 

when oan you and I have a talk about 1 ts fu­

ture? I can run over to Cambridge any time 

the latter part of this month --- preferably 

after September 25. As you are probably muoh 

busier than I, drop me a line, setting the day 

and hour that will suit you best and I'll be on 

hand. Only please don't make it either e Satur­

day or a Monday. 

1-:::r. James B. Conant 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Sincerely yours, 

. . 



\. 

Mr. Henry H. Tryon 
Th,1 Black Rocle Forest 
CornTTall-on-the-Hudson 
New York 

Dear Henr,a 

September 14, 1934 

I shall be ver-:, glsd to see you for luncheon . 

on l'iednesd.8J', September 26. That week is a bad one 

for me as it is the first one of College, but I shall 

be delightAd to talk with you for a couple of hours 

if we cu.n cover the ground 1n that lengt.h of time. 

Very sincerely yours, 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

FIELD SERVICE 

Judge Julian W. Maok, 
o/o James Marshall, 

150 Broadway, 
New York City. 

Dear Judge Mack: 

Washington, D. o., 
Se:{1tanber 141 1934 

If I reoall correotly ycn are a manber of the Boe.rd ot overseers 
ot Harvard University. I know you are also greatly interested in 
farest conservation. · 

In my opinion the Harvard Forest Sohool is the outstandingly good 
forest educational institution in the United States. It is the one 
foreatr.r...,pchza in the countey whioh has really acted upon the belief 
that 'Wle AtGi II learn forestry best in the woods. This point to a 
layman might seem obvious, but unfortunately it never has seemed ilO 
to forest educators in general; am so out of some 27 different for­
estey colleges in this oountry Harvard is the only one 'fihioh makes 
its woods teaching primary and its classroom teaohing secondary. In 
the prooeas of attaining this splendid type of eduoation Harvard has 
incidentally developed wmt is probably the best managed forest tract 
in Amerioa. 

The inspiration end the loyal devat ion whioh made this possible 
were primarily contributed by Riobard T. Fisher, Director ot the forest 
end head ot the forest sohool sinoe twir inception, 1rl10 died suddenl.1 
last June. Professor Fisher ma.de this genuinely great contril:ution 
to J.lMll:oioan forestry through farsighted visicm.1 extrema patience, and 
en inti:mte knowledge of almost every clump ot trees on the enti1'9 
21 000 aore forest. Suoh intimate knowledge was essential in dEJVelop-
1.ng the area so intensively. 

In spite of the splendid oontribu:t ion which the Harvard Forest 
has made to :Am.erioen forestry its wark has never been even remotely 
duplioated anywhere else in the country. Foresters in general are 
oooup:led with large domains end extensive aot:lvit ie1s. The ord:lne.l.7 
ranger diF-J;ti-O~"~A the united States Forest Service, presided over 
by a $2,ood-~l•, is 60 times as large as tbe whole area ot 
the Harvard ll'orest. The administration of suoh large areas has been 
absolutely essential as a general prsotioe in Am.erica.n f'orestr; but 
on the other hand, in giving a practical example of what was needed 
the Harvard intondve developnt has been invaluable to the protesaion 
ot forestry in .Am«l!'ioa. 



In CODlllon w1 th r.:any other foresters I am naturally greatly 
concerned whet be r in picking Professor Fisher' a successor a. man who 

hQ<f 
has the same idea.ls as Professor Fisher A will be chosen to continue 
the management of the F.arvard Forest and School on the same wiique 
basis. The danger is that some forester who thinks in terms of 
vast areas and news:pa:pa- releases will be chosen to substitute 
ballyhoo management for the verJ subtle, quiet, splendid achieve­
ment of Professor Fisher. This would be tragio. 

Actua.11.y I only know one forester in the country who ia really 
qualified to take over the manaffiamnt of the Harvard Forest and con­
tinue it along the lines which roi'essor Fisher projected and at 
the EBm3 t~-f~c.28.lTY it out with both Professor Fisher's idealism 
e.nd with o i~oa. This mm is Albert c. Cline, who for 12 years 
has been Professor Fisher's understudy on the Harvard Forest. DuriJ:Jg 
recent years he has really taken over the bulk of the practioal ad­
ministration and the teaching from Professc:ir Fisher's shoulders. In 
faot, I really considered Mm wmn I attended the lhrvard Forest 
to be a better teacher than Professor Fisher because he had more tinlt 
to spend in tee.ohing by action and quiet suggestion than did Proteseor 
Fisher. Actually out of oom3 112 difte:rent teachers whan I have had 
since I started in th6 first grade, I muld rate Al Cline the ver, 
best of all • 

.As an alumnus of t:he Harvard College as well as a person tremm-
co 14r9e, 

dously interested in forestry, I would like,\you to urge on your fellow 
overseers the appointm:>nt of Albert c. Cline as Direotor of the Harvard 
Forest end head of t :he &rvard Forest Sohool. 

lu,til 
It is a long time sinoe we had Mnbal soup "tx>gether in a basement 

restaurant near where you were trying a case whioh had lasted eight 
months. I hope that case ie over by n<7i' and that I may see you be:fb:re 
you get anot mr such long-drawn-out affair again. 

2 



Dear Dr, Conant: 

JULIAN W. MA:::K 

U. 5, CIRCUIT JUDGE 

NEW YORK CITY 

September 17, 1934 

I take pleasure in enclosing you a letter just 
received from Robert Marshal 1. 

He is the son of Louis Marshal 1, His father was 
a very distinguished New Yol'k lawyer who died five years 
ago. He was always deeply interested in forestry, a.nd 
as Trus.tee of Syracuse University, he was Chairman of the 
Boar•d of tre Forestry School. The forestry building 
there was dedicated to his memory and be a.rs his name. 

Robert has written several books, a most interest­
ing one on his life in the Arctics in the Government 
service, and a more recent one on forestry. He ha.s been 
in the Government service in the Forestry Department since 
he finished his studies at Syracuse, Johns Hopkins and 
Harvard, and for the la.st year has been in charge of the 
Forestry Division in the Bureau of Indian Affairs. From 
my twenty-five years' knowledge of him, I know that in 
·.vritinc to me he had but one motive, the advancement of 
forestry and the good of the Harvard School, I have never 
known him to act in any way but disinterestedly on any sub-
ject. Any recommen:lation that he makes, I am certain, 
is deserving of the most careful consideration. 

With kind personal regards, I am, 

President James Bryant Conant 
University Hal 1 
Cambridge 
MaRBaohusetts 



J~dge Juli~n ~. ~~ck 
United bt~-u,s CLrcuit J,1dge 
1l e,; Y ,)rk C~. ty 

DeAr Judge ~rck: 

'fhi~, is t.o tclrn.ovLedge the rcce.:..51;:, -~)f 
~'our letter of 80pt1:::bt.:r l.d t:nd the tsttH!hEcd 
c::.rbon copy. 

M.;.y I t-L.so LCKHD\l€dge the rece~pt of 
yo,1r letter cb0:..it 1·fr. Fabert :{irsh;_,i l bnd his 
enclosBd co~nents on th~ ne~ G!rcctor of the 
i-hirv: rd F:,rest. I ,1'.il very gl.tc :.rnJeed to hLve 
tll t.he lnfor111[;tlon. I cu1 .:n c,:>1mectlon \,:ith 
my 1.1ecision ,)n th~;.: :::dbject. It., 5...s very 
p!·Ob<.iblc th; G tt \\.i.!..i. bf.~ ~Otit.~ lt(.1nth:s b0f•.Jl'B 
liilY uction ls t.:;k, 0 n 1;!3 L ~h: ll i!.tik.8 t. th,"Jrough 
surv0y of th~ ~hole probl :~ b~far~ co~in~ to a 
dee ts lon. Of co__;_r~~ I ;:,~i de ::..:~;hted to ht;ve 
thl.~ p.::1rti.cu1c~r iiiu.ci:- of 0vL,h,ncc beL.,:r~: n,e. 



H. H. TRYON, 
DIRECTOR 

THE BLACK ROCK FOREST 

A. L, BABCOCK, 
&UPIERINTENDltHT 

CORNWALL.ON•THE•HUDSON, N. Y. 

Sept. 23, 1934 

Dear Jim:-

I'll see you for lunch Septan.ber 26. 

It non't take any two hours. Can't, anyhow, as 

I have appoint~~nt in Boston at 4:00. I can 

cover the ground for you in thirty minutes. 

It will be good to see you again, even in 

the aueust purlieus which you now infest. 

1.:r. James B. Conant 

Harvard University 

ca~br idge, 11e.ss. 

Sincerely, 
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'-. 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 
(INTER•DEPARTYENTAL CORRESPONDENCE SHE;ET) 

Mr. Henry H. Tryon 
The Black Rock Forest 
Cornwall on the Hudson 
New York 

Cambridge, MassachziseUs 

September 24, 1954 

Will you be in Cambridge for lunch Wednesda, 

Please wire. 

James B. Conant 



Memorandum on the Forest: 

Memorandum of a conversation with Tryon 

on September 26. Possible names of those who 

might be directors of the Forest. 

Cline -- now at the Forest 

Kittredge -- California 

Shepard -- Department of Interior, 
Washington 

People to be consulted: 

Agassiz 

John Ames 

Dr. Edgar Stillman, New York 

Henry Graves, Yale 

J. B. C. 

September 26, 1934 



.c. an'e 

~sst.Cir. A.C. Cline 

"sst.Prof. P.n. Gast 

Intr. N.W. Hosley 

HAEVAhD FOREST 

1934-35 

Age Salary 

42 ~3,500.00 

37 3,500.00 

Coirrnent 

33 1,500.00 Absent, half pay 

October 1, H;Zj'f 

Other Sal;:;.ry 



- .'-,, 

The Society of American Foresters 
HILL BUILDING, 839 17TH STREET N. w. 

WASHINGTON, 

Dr. James B. Conant, 
President, Harvard University, 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir: 

D.C. 

205 Prospect Street, 
New Haven, Conn., 
October l, 1934. 

The Society of American Foresters 1.s making an exhaustiff 
study or different schools and institutions 'ot forestr1 in the United 
States ror the purpose of establishing a standard on which to admit 
members into the junior grade of the Society. 

In this connection, we wish 'b:> state that the Harvard School 
of Forestry on a gradmte statue will, without question, be accepted 
ae one or the classit'ied schools. The Society and the protesaion are 
just now deeply interested in the status of this institution. We h6ld 
the romer Director, Richard T. Fisher, in great esteem. The char­
acter lllhich he gave to the Harvard Forest and its work is diatinctiTe. 
Its services are outstanding to forestry professionally and otherwise. 
Its program has contributed definitely to sound scientific management 
of woodlands in New Engl.and both f'or hardwoods and conifers, and the 
output or the institution in the form or bulletins baa maintained an 
extremely high average of technical excellence. 

The society assumes that the Harvard Forest will be maintained 
and continued. May w express the hope that the University will 1 

liberally support this work? 

Very truly, 

President. 



Ifr. H. II. ChapBan 
205 Prospect Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear ~r. Chapman, 

October 2, 1934 

Thank you so much for your ldnd letter. 

I am very glad, of course, that the Society of 

American Foresters feels th:1t the Harvard Forest 

has been so successful. It has always seemed to 

me that Dr. Fisher was an out.standing man who 

had accomplished a reully remarkable task. It 

will be very h~rd to find his successor, but I 

assure you that the Harvard Forest lVill be duly 

maintained and continued. 

With all good wishes, 

Very sincerely yours, 



~r. H. H. Tryon 
The Bl~ck ~ock Forest 
Corm .... 11-on-trl'.~-.Hudson 
Ne;·. York 

Dear He 1: 

October a., l9i).; 

ThDn!{ you f•.)r yo:..ir no t.e. I plon 

t~ be up in Petersh:c,r:, i:.. t the end of this 

week. 

It ~hS very nice to see you. I 

may trouble yoa Lg&in on these problems. 

Vcrr sincerely yours, 

W\MES B. rr 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

October 16, 1934. 

Mr. John w. Lowes, Financial Vice-president, 
5 University Hall,. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

Last evening I stopped in at the selectman's 
meeting to see what I could learn about our annual gift 
to the Town for road maintenance. It seems that back in 
1913 and '14 the Town brought suit against the University 
for the payment of taxes on the Petersham properties. Two 
letters were shown me which furnished information on the 
situation as of that date. 

The first letter, dated April 11, 1914, from 
Vaughan, Esty and Clark to William MacNutt, Chairman of the 
Selectmen, includes the following statement: "I interviewed 
Mr. Warner, and he has come to the conclusicm that we can 
carry out the arrangement by which the College will donate 
$700 ••• 11 This was signed by E. H. Vaughan, attorney tor the 
Town o t Pe tereham. . 

f··", ·:. ·. 

The second letter, ·dated May Z7, 1914, was from 
J. B. Warner of the firm of Warner, Warner.,. . ..an<l.:1~tackpo._~.1 
to E. H. Vaughan, State Mutua¼ Building, Worcester, Masa~·i~; ,\ .. •i''lt;<:~,';V' 
quote from it the following: My client, Harvard College, ;,~:;':'

1
~.i.¾~ 

wishes to have the case respecting its liability to taxation 
by the Town of Petersham disposed of••••• It is 1ncl1ned to 
donate to the Town annually a sum for the maintenance of 
roads••• probably troo." 

I did not have an opportunity to make a full 
transcript of these letters but can arrange to do so in oase 
copies of the correspondence cannot be had from Warner, 
Warner, and Stackpole, attorneys for the College. 

It was understood by verbal agreement that it 
further purchases of land were made, the amount of the gift 
should be increased to an extent approximating the loss in 
taxes. Thus the acquisition of the Schwarz Lot and the Fay 
Lot have brought the total gift up to $860. 

Yours vary sinoerely, 

ACC.O 
~~ 
Assist~t Diraotor 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

October 16, 1934. 

Mr. John w. Lowes, 
5 University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

I have made arrangements to sell this winter's 

cut of lumber to the Swift River Box Company on the lot at 

the code price, and it appears likely that later we shal.1 be 

able to make arrangements with the Company whereby they hire 

us to do the delivering in a manner which will avoid any 

conflict with the code provisions. 

Last year we borrowed money from the University 

to finance thebperation, and if agreeable to you I should 
I 

like very much to have similar arrangements made for the cur­

rent operation. We expect that the operator will move 1n 

some time this week and that the first payment will be 1n 

order not later than the first of November. We have con­

tracted the job at $8. per Mand pl~ to cut upwards of 400 K. 

This will require a total outlay or $3200. It has been cus­

tomary to have Mr. Saeger deposit money for this purpose from 

time to time in our account at the First National Bank of Athol. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Ace.a 



. .ar. "• C • ..;aeger 

.i.ie h~"m ii.::i. ll 

Le~r ~r. ~aager: 

w,iuter'::. cut 0f .I.L.Llloer. ,dl.l. y ::;u f•Lia.se <le­

p0E.it thi::; ~\.h-11 in hi~ uccoun L ..s. t U1e Flr.:ot 

I ~up;ose tnat L~is 1~ tne oust ~an~er 

;:;;.iucerely y )Urs, 

J. \If l"l\~~S 



.. 

~r. h. C. Cline, A~~l~tant tirector 
H::t.t'Varc. f'.)rr:i~t 
:i.,,_, '· .i1•;.:;r1,t:n, iiu:;,;.:Gchusct tP 

lJE:,a~ ,ir. Cline: 

0 1.it fox- tni~ winter. 

Ia.masking ~r. ;...aeger to deposit 

,;;;;::..,200 ln yo,Jr acc0unt at the i•ir;.:;t ~~a.tional 

130.nk ot' .Athol as y0-..1 let hLu .r..n-J,; that you 

re,~uire it. 

bi.1.1ce.rely y:.iurs, 

J. V'!. t. Cll.t.''.:S 



jctuber ld, ld24 

,.:r. :: .• C. Cllao, ";:;;;L;:tant Di:L••3ct.~r 
llo.rvard l"0r,1st 
Peterd1,e;.m, :'1.a:::.;;~.chu~et ts 

Uear ...:r. Cline: 

tile T ::r,m or ?eter~n:~m in J.ieu of' ta.>.e!::. I 

15 in ~· ..:--~ oplnLm not exca;;:-,lve, I ,.-.i.l inc.Lined 

J. \'1. l:.l\l'JSS 



H, H, TRYON, 
DIRECTOR 

THE BLACK ROCK FOREST 

A, L, BABCOCK, 
SUPERINTENDENT 

CORNWALL•ON•THE-HUDSON, N, Y, 

Octoher 2G, 1934 

Dear Jim:-

I hope you had a look at the Forest. 

I don't want to make a nuisance of myself, but 

some weel(s ago I was asked to help Henry .Tames, '99, 

in preparing an obituary on Dick Fisher for the 

forthcoming number of the Graduate's l.~agaz :lne. 

The two attached sheafs of letters, and excerpts 

from letters regarding Fisher, the Forest, and 

the sot1e.:hat distinguished technical achieve-

men ts oonsmrraated thereon ure the result. James 

has finished Yrith these; and I would appreciate 

it e;reatly if you r,ould elimpse them and return 

tone. I send them to you with the admitted object 

of bring:ing home to you v;hat you've got at ietershan. 

The Forest is of international repute. Don't let 

it decline into desuetude --- or whatever the 

clussicists would cell it, Not that I think you 

w:ill, as I recall our visit; but Fisher built up a 

plant that is miles ahead of 0.nythine else in this 

ccuntry and I want you to lmow it. 

Sincerely, 



October 27, 1954 

Mr. H. H. 'f'ryon 
:'he Bla.ok Hoek E'orast 
Cornvmll-:m-the-Hud son 
New York 

In Mr. ConP..nt•a absence from 

Ca.mbrides I beg to aokno,;leclge the re­

ceipt of your letter with thH enclosed 

letters concerning Mr. Fisher and the 

Hnrvnrd .P'orr;-st. These •dll be brought 

to i!r. Conant•s attent.lon upon his 

return to t.he of 1.'ic,0 next week. 

Ver-; truly yours, 

S"'orotnry 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR 

SCHOOL OF FORESTRY ANO CONSERVATION 

I ..,,..,,. 

r~-/ 
~,, .... 

Nove~ber 10, 1934. 

Dr. J2,es Bryant Conant, President 
Herve.rd University, 
5 Universit~ Hall, 
Cambridge, ::o.ssachusetts. 

Dear Sir: 

Since t:1e death or Prof. :Z.T. Fisher, I hfl.ve r-iven 

a rood Jeal of thought to who mitht be his successor. Since 

I a:i directly interested, I should 1:tke to suggest a few 

men for consideration. 

Two men \-::'1om I believe to be outstv.nding for the 

-position are ?ror. R.P. Holdsworth ot' the :"crest~, :'e-part:nent, 

I.!essachusetts State College and :,r. J .s. I3o~rce of the Osborn 

Botanicc.1 L8bora to~•, Y£· le Universi tJ. Both of these "'len :mow 

New 'Snr;lsnd condi tj_ons, are cape.ble foresters, hove fine 

personalities o.nd r;ould be rood teachers under- Petersham 

conrJi tions. 

I should. also lD::e to reco~mend t\70 !'.i chir.an Forest 

School ~en, Dr. S.A. Graham, Prof. of ~conomic Zooloey and 

Prof. !).H. !.ia tt:1ews, Professor of Forest l.lanaf::e1:1ent. I 

believe these two ::ien to be eminently qualified for the 

position. 

Dean Dana of the School here very kindly went over 

with 1'1.e the list of Dossib111ties. He 1ms a wicle acqurintence 

e:nonr: foresters e.11 over tho country e.nd hns v.n 1nt1nr.te 



--:nowledre of ·:1e ~farverd .?ornst mv'l its oroblems Ernd of !Ievr 

'<'n,·12.nd conditions. :-Ie :12.s recomr'.l0nded others who 0 , I co not 

~:nor,. I will incl~J.de these in e sP.cond r:roup. '~he~, are: 

:.Ir. :r.:.L. Derrnon, Director, Sout:.rnrn Forest 
~X'16l"'i7cnt Station, Stern Bld[., Nev: Orleans, La., 

!!.r. R."F:. :1.1arsh, U.S. :?orest SePvice, VT1:ts~1inr:ton, D.C., 

P~f. C.H. Guise, Cornell Universit:', De9t. of 
1?orestr:r, rt:mca, ~'few Yor:t. 

Two other t::ood •)ossi bili ties anonf: the ?ouncer men are 

Dr. Henry I. Be.ldwin, ·:u11sd11le, ~-r.~. and Dr. RobePt !'.e.rshall, 

Chief, Indian ?orest Service, Dent. of t 11e Interior, TTashin(-!ton, 

D.C. 

I hooe thes~ su· cestions rnay be of some help to you 

in c 11oosing e. new ::Jirector. 

Yours very tru13,, 

,(.W-~. 
N .w. Hosle(j 



~r. N. ~. Hoaley 
University of :Uc11igti.n 
.h.llll ,1roor, iichit:;~n 

Deur ;.;.r. iLn;ley: 

It ls ver';/ ~dud :,f ys1u to y,·rlte .uc .:~nd 

sug~est possibilitie~ for tho now Director of 

the llarv:.1rd lt"orest. I t,;1 t;lvlng th.lb tnLttter very 

carefJl c0nsidarution, out do not e~pect to reach 

aey decision for :.;oce tLie. l a.~ very il,.id .Lmieed 

to have bef >re ,ae the uurne~ ~r e1en 1.hom you think 



1.;1r. H. H. Tryon 
BlEck Rock Forest 
Ne·,,. York 

Dec=.r Henry: 

This is t. long delc.cyed reply to yours of 

the t,;·enty-sixth r.nd thr: c.ttached docunents. I 

have not hod l:.. chr.nce to look through them yet but 

I sh~ll do so ~t the first opportunity Lnd return 

them to you. \':e certc1inly hi,ve no intention of 

hc:.ving the Forest go to Y:rack ... nd ruin. It mr:.y 

be so~e ti~s before ~e take definite ~ction &bout 

appointing & new director. 

Very sincerely yours, 



Mr. Henry H. Tryon 
The Bl~ck Rock Forest 
Cornr .. all-on-the-Hudson 
Nev; York 

Dear Henry: 

November f:O, 1934 

I have enjoyed looking over the 

oaterial ~nich you sent me about Professor 

Fisher and the H&rv~rd Forest. I am 

returning it to you under scp~rnte cover. 

~~~~~ VJ.A~& 11~ 
. 11/"lcl":.Y 

v,~ry since:rely yours, 



President J.B. Conant, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear President Conant: 

Division of Forestry, 
University of California, 
Berkeley, California, 
November 24, 1934. 

As an alumnus of the College and of the Harvard Forest 
in 1913 and as one much interested in the continued effective 
development of the Forest, I am venturing to make a suggestion 
in regard to the directorship left vacant at Professor Fisher's 
death. Obviously it will be impossible to find anyone with his 
tact and charm of personality combined with a rare appreciation 
and insight into the scientific and practical values to be 
derived from the Forest. It may be that under the present 
circumstances, the vacancy will not be filled for a time in 
which case Cline and Gast will doubtless be able to carry for­
ward the management and research programs acceptably. 

Eventually, however, I feel the directorship should be 
filled and preferably by a man who combines a knowledge of the 
past development of the Forest and the place it has attained in 
local and national recognition with ability to coordinate the 
diverse but essential functions of management, demonstration, 
graduate study, and research. I would like to suggest for your 
consideration Henry H. Tryon, Harvard A.B. 1912, M.F. 1913, who 
is now Director of the Black Roel<: ~'crest at Cornwall-on-the-
Hudson, New York. Tryon and I were classmates and I have 
subsequently knovm of his successful experience in consulting 
forestry, with a lumber association, as extension forester, 
and as director of the Black Rock Forest. Moreover, Tryon has 
maintained his interest in and enthusiasm for the Harvard Forest 
through the years by frequent visits and a close personal friend­
ship with Fisher. 

If I can be of assistance in this matter in any way, 
please feel free to call upon me. Otherwise this letter requires 
no reply. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~J~t, 
P.S, This letter was not suggested or prompted by 

Tryon in any way, 



~r. Joseph Kittredge, Jr. 
Division of Fore~try 
Univcrsitf of Colifornia 
Berkeley, Callfornia 

Dear Mr. Kittredge: 

December 4, 1934 

Th&nk you very ~uch for your letter &nd your 
suggestion in regord to the successor to Professor 
F.i.shcr. I &o movin~ very slowly indeed in this 
mh. t ter c::.nd hr, ve not come to F: ny conclusions of even 
~ tentctive sort. I h~ve ~o ~~ny things on my 
docket th[~t I shall hc.1.ve to put the forest problem 
off for so1ae months. 

i.s a t:10 t ter of f&ct, I know Tryon very liell 
from the time v.e v:ere in ccllcg0 together. I ht1ve 
alre~;dy ht.d :::.. long tulk \\lth him b.bout the Forest. 
I h1:.ve th•?. feeling th&t he would not t.:~kc the 
position even if it ~ere offered to him, but I mey 
be wrong about this. I sh&ll cert~inly give his 
name very serious consider,,tion in oll events. 

iith sincere apprecietion of yo~r interest in 
this me.tter, 

Very sincerely yours, 

J/1.MES 8, COC\r1fH 



_.,. 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

December 11, 1934. 

Mr. John w. Lowes, Financial Vice-President, 
5 University Hall, 
Harvard Uni versi.ty, 
Cambridge , Mass,. 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

We have now reached the point in our logging 
operations where it is possible to tell how close we 
are coming to the allowed annual cut figure of~400 M 
board feet. The Superintendent estimates that,iotal 
yield from the several stands now under operation 
will closely approximate 425 M, and I should, there­
fore, like to request that you authorize the Bursar to 
place an additional amount to our credit on the lwnber­
ing account. To be on the safe side it might be well 
to set our needs. at ~400. The amount previously advanc­
ed, ~3200. , will have been expended by the time the 
additional amount is e:va.ilable. I am glad to report that 
we have had very good luck with the cut thus far, and 
have managed to clean up several low grade stands at the 
Code price. 

Very sincerely yoUI's, 

-~ 
Assistant Director 



M~. ~. C. Saeger 
Lehman Hall 

· Dear Jar. Suegers 

The Harv;,.rd li'or1;st is making a 

slightly larger cut than it hud CApected• and 

I should be oblig1~d if you w:,uld. l)lace UOO 

::uore to the credit of its luwb;Jring account 

1:1s requi:ssted by .iitr. Cline in a latt·;r to mo 

dated December ll. 



ii!r. A. C. Cline 
HhrVard Forest 
Petersham, Mass~~chusetts 

Dear llr. Cline: 

I um a:;,ldng the Bursar to pluce 

j400 1U~)re to your credit ln the lu1nberlng 

acc.junt to tai<.e ct-..re of the adcUticnal cut 

sentioned in your letter of DeoeH1ber 11. 

I llill glud that it 1~ going so well. 

J. w. 1.~·.·::s 



~r. Henry G. tforgan 
[3 w~11 Street 
Ne11 York, New York 

Lece~ber 14, 19Z4 

I hP..c quite ;; long confi:.:rence v:i th J. h1;;.ndolph 
Coolidge, 3d, of the GlLss of 1910 on th~ subject of 
the HE;.rvc:,rd Forest. !,ir. Coolidge threv, into the coro.­
plex problem on ~dditj_on&l disturbing factor by 
suggt:sting Very strongly tht.t v,e should revive the 
old f::chool of F'orestry. I showetl no pz..rticular 
enthusil;.St.-i. for this projec1; but ;;,fter t, 11 everything 
must be explorea i.t thi~; ti1.:1e. I e>.;)li.inee! to him my 
project of 11utti ng toget.tl!:""l' illld~:r one genert.l Cli'1'icer 
with the stt,t.u~ .:.,r ciP,,n thic: c.d.:U.:erP-ut :;~nects of 
hppli~c.i Botfmy. He ~0C-!::1ea to think this w;;~ b good 
schene whether or not v(~:! revj_veci t;he Harvhrd [;chool 
of Forcst1·y. He suggest':'ci thv.t the nwn for this 
position \;oui.a be h • .LJ. Greeleyo 

I shoulo. be ~re&t:i.y .i.ndebtea. t.o you if you could 
tf.ke the time to have a 1.ong t~ lk v.1 th '1,',r. Coolidge 
~bout the Ii'orest. I slioul.o ~ .. ~o bf:! inoebted to you if 
you could f'ind vt;.l. ... tul.Ac: f...1·. l,1·0~.l.ty \-ho "'~,s ltt. one 
ti~e United &t6tes ForRster. 

T~o other n&me& ~hich ~r. Cooli0ge suggested are 
R. H. Colley of tiie Be.LL Lb.LOH. tor1· &1.1.0. George Goi-rett, 
now u Professor &t Y&.1€:. 

I err. ~ori·y to troub.Lc :-i•ou on t.hes~ n,i.'Ltf>rs, Lut 
I clssure you )Our us~i:::.t:..uc~ v,ill oe r::ost welcome. 

Ver~ 8inc~rely yours, 

JM-lES 8. col'~ANT 



23 Y/:://£ Yt;,eet­
()/J;;~/~¼7,k, 

My dear President Conant: 

December 17, 1934 

I find your letter of Friday on my return 

from the West this morning. I shall be glad to do any­

thing I can, and will get in touch with Mr. Coolidge 

as soon as possible. I shall also make efforts to get 

checks on Messrs. Colley and Garrett. As soon as I have 

anything to report I will write you. 

I am afraid that I shan't be in Boston again 

before the next Overseers' meeting. 

Yours faithfully, 

President James B. Conant, 
Harvard University, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 



December 28, 1934 

My dear President Conant: 

Referring to your letter of December 14th, I find 

that Mr. J. Randolph Coolidge is ill and will be unable to 

see me Wltil after the middle of January. 

In his letter to me, he outlined his ideas for the 

professional school of forestry and, in reply, I pointed 

out to him that funds to support such additional activities 

would be one of the major factors to be considered. I am 

sorry for the delay, but will arrange to see him as soon as 

possible. 

He also referred to Mr. Greeley, at one time U. s. 
Forester, but particularly with a view to his relation with 

a possible Harvard School of Forestry and not necessarily as 

the general officer of a Department of Applied Botany. I am 

still endeavoring to get some information in regard to 

Mr. Greeley and the other men that Mr. Coolidge referred to. 

With all best wishes for the New Year, I am 

Yours faithfully, 

)o,~"L~,~, 
t/ 

President James B. Conant, 
Harvard University, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 




