
Forestrv at Harvard ___ :;..,...,___ 

Harvard's participation in the development of forestry in 

this country has been unique in that it soon discontinued the 

typical forest school curriculum aimed at the training of general 

practitioners, and has since confined its attention largely to 

research and demonstration. In connection with these activities 

a few graduate students have been accepted each year, but the 

formal courses usually required of graduate students have been 

omitted, and advanced degrees have been awarded on the basis of 

individual accomplishr1ent in the research activities of the 

Forest. 

·rhis program is one which it would be practically im­

possible for a state-supported institution to pursue and which 

in the long run will contribute far more to putting forestry on 

a sound basis than would the addition of another school of the 

orthodox type to the unnecessarily large number of those already 

in existence. The work could, however, be greatly strengthened 

by broadening its scope and by tying it in more closely with 

other parts of the University. 

So far the Harvard ?orest has emphasized the more strictly 

silvicultural aspects of forest management. Costs have not been 

neglected and certain aspects of forest utilization have received 

attention, but in general the approach has been lareely botanical. 

Obviously biology must play an important part in the handling 

of any crop, and since the forest is a connnunity of both plants 

and animals this should include not only botany but a larger 
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amount of applied zoology than has previously been the case. Birds, 

mammals, fish, and insects deserve more attention than they have 

so far received. 

An even more important expansion of the present activities 

of the Forest lies in the fields of economics and sociology. 

Biology necessarily furnishes the technique on which forest 

management must be based, but of itself throws no light on the 

problem as to how far such management is justified. This is a 

question that can be answered only with adequate information as 

to the economic and social returns to be anticipated. Forestry 

is not an end in itself, but rather a means of obtaining the 

maximum contribution from a certain group of natural resources 

to the permanent prosperity, security, and comfort of the 

community. 

This is a relatively new point of view to the general 

public and even to many foresters. The public has been apt to 

thi~k of forestry as primarily a matter of fire fighting, logging, 

or tree planting, while the forester has tended to think of it in 

terms of silvicultural technique. All of these (and many other~ 

activities are of course an essential part of forestry, but their 

justification lies in the economic and social returns that they 

make possible. In the case of private ovmership these returns 

are ordinarily in the form of financial profit; in the case of 

public ownership they may assume many other forms, such as the 

prevention of erosion, protection of the water supply, amelior­

ation of the climate, provision of recreational facilities, and 

assurance of social stability through maintenance of the forest 
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and wood-uaing industries and of other industries and comraunities 

dependent thereon. In either case, forestry is as intimately 

associated with the social as with the biological sciences. 

This approach to the problem clearly extends the interest 

of the University beyond any particular property, such as the 

Harvard Forest, to the region in which it is located. Thorough­

going studies are urgently needed not only as to the place which 

the forests now occupy in the econowic and social life of central 

New England, and perhaps of New England as a whole, but as to 

the place which they might occupy. How satisfactorily are wood­

using industries now in existence operating from the point of 

view of raw material used, methods of manufacture, and goods 

produced? How permanent is the source of raw material supply, 

and could more of this be produced locally? What effect do 

these industries have on the prosperity and stability of adjacent 

cor.nnunities, and what would be the result of their disappearance? 

Could any new industries be introduced with prospect of finding 

a satisfactory market and with assurance of an adequate and 

permanent wood supply? What effect does forest ownership have 

on the income and standard of living of the ovmer? Is the co­

operative marketing of forest products, and perhaps other farm 

products, feasible and desirable? Are the present system of 

forest taxation and its administration satisfactory? Is any 

reorganization of local government advisable from the standpoint 

of economy and efficiency, with special reference to its probable 

effect on the conservation of forests and other natural resources? 

What place do public forests occupy in tho economic and social 
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life of the r~gion? Should they be expanded or contracted; and 

if so, why and when? 

These questions are merely indicative of some of the 

problems needine careful study by an impartial and competent 

agency. 'fue Harvard Pore st itself would serve as headquarters 

for much of the work, and as a concrete example of the results to 

be obtained under different methods of management. It would 

continue to be the center for research in the biological aspects 

of forestry, the basic importance of which is obvious. It might 

to a large extent serve as a stabilizine and cataljzing: agent 

in the maintenance and introduction of wood-using industries, 

and in the development of cooperative marketing enterprises. 

And it would continue to offer excellent opportunities for re­

search by graduate students. 

An expanded program of this sort would naturally require 

much closer collaboration between the Harvard Forest and other 

units of the University than has previously existed. This is 

true not only in the biological and physical sciences, but perhaps 

still more in the social sciences, particularly economics and 

sociology. Modern forestry touches so many different fields of 

learning that there are few activities of the University with 

which cooperation might not sometime or other prove profitable. 

In any event, the Director of the Harvard Forest should be in a 

position to take advantage of all available facllities whenever 

the need may arise. It might be desirable for him to give at 

Canmridge certain non-professional courses of general interest 
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dealing with the conservation of natural resources, and also to 

collaborate with other members of the faculty in arrargng for the 

presentation of information on this subject in connection with 

courses in related fields. 

The Harvard Forest is already a notable institution with 

a creditable record of achievement. The University has, however, 

a very real opportunity to increase materially the service it is 

now rendering by expandine and consolidating its forestry 

activities alone the lines suggested. 

August 12, 1935. 
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THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM 
HARV ARD UNIVERSI'l'Y 

OAKES A,rns, A.M., .Arnold Professor of Botany, SUPERVISOR 
Jo,rn GEOROE JACK, .Assistant l'rofessor of Demlrology 
ALFRED REHDER, A.M., Associ,ite l'rofessor of Deudrology, 

aml Curator of the Jler/x1rillm 
JosEPH H. FAULL, Ph.D., Professor of Por~st Pathology 
lnvnw Wrn>1ER BAII.F.Y, S.D., Profnsor of Plant A1u1tom11 
KA111. SAx, Ph.D., .Associate Professor of Cytology 
EnoAn ANm:nsoN, S.D., Arborut 
lvAN MURRAY JonNsTON, Ph.D., Ruearch Asaociau 

President Conant, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Dear Mr. Conant, 

CLARENCE E. KouusKI, Ph.D. ,.Assistant Curator, Jlerlxir:um 
Huou M. HAuP, Ph.D., Research Associate 
ETHELYN MAUIA TucxEn, Librarian 
En NEST J. PAL>rE11, Collector and Research .Assista11t 
SusAN D•:LANo McKELVEY, Research .Assistant 
CAuo1.1NE K. At.t.EN, Ph.D., Assistant in tM Jlerbarium 
Enrn,. ANTOINETTE ANDEnsoN, BusiMsl Secretary 
Loms V1eron ScnMITr, Superinundent 
W11.1.u>1 HENIIY Junn, Propagator 

.Jamaica Plain, ]}Jassackusetts, U.S.A. 

January a, 1935. 

Ever since the death of Mr. Fisher, Director of the 
Harvard Forest, I have wondered who might be appointed by the Harvard 
authorities as his successor. · 

Of course I understand that Mr. Cline, who has been 
Assistant Director, might naturally be in line for the position since 
he was Mr. Fisher's choice for his assistant. If, however, it should 
happen for any reason that a rearrangement of plans and personnel was 
deemed advisable, I would like to suggest that I believe that Mr. John 
S. Ames, of North Easton, would make an admirable and sympathetic lead­
er or director for the r.ork the Harvard Forest may carry on. After giv­
ing most of the land for the Forest in Petersham, Mr. Ames enrolled as 
a graduate student for the degree of Master of Forestry. He was one of 
those studying under me for two years and I learned to respect his earn­
estness and fidelity to his work. It is not generally known that some 
time after he got through with the course at Harvard and received his 
degree he took the United States Civil Service examination for the For­
est Service and passed with credit so that he became eligible for a pos­
ition with the Forest Service at any time. 

I know he is still interested in our forest problems. 
I am merely suggesting his name because I believe that all useful in­
vestigation nnd studies at the Harvard Forest would have his fullest 
sympathy if he were chosen to act as leader in the work. 

Yours sincerely, 

JGJ-S 



Professor John G. Jack 
Arnold !n·bo:r.etum 
Jcl~tt°'.c:~ PlBi.n, Hr..~S[,chusetts 

Dear Professor Jack: 

Th&nk you very much for your kind note about 

the next DtrActor of the Fol'cs·r;. I r::!.'1 noving very 

slo\".ly 'in thli:.; 11:..,tter ,md t 1; ,nay bf; A. yei:-,r before 

I cooe to nny decision. I /i\m g'lctd tt> hav~ the 

JAMES B. CONANT 



. ; .• 

Dr. James H. Conant 
President, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

uear vr. uonant: 

812 Pauline Hlvd., 
.1-1.nn Arbor, Mich., 

I \ 
li'ebruary 20, 1935. l~ 

tr,u 

I am writing to aslt your advice concerning my future 

teaching plans at the ttarvara. Forest. 

-roday I was tentatively offered a position as Regional 

~orest Inspector in charge of wildlife management covering the 

Eastern Region in the rederal Forest pervice at a salary of 

$3800 .oo a year. The offer is somewhat more than my present 

salary and offers a wonder1·u1 opportunity for service. However, 

before applying for the position, I would like to rind out, as 

far as possible, what is planned for the Forest at Petersham. 

is it possible for you at this time to tell me 

anything about the choice of a new Dire~tor or what the general 

program for the Forest is to be1 

Anything you are able to tell me about this will be 

greatly appreciated. 

~ours very truly, 

71.~~~-
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E. G. STILLMAN, M, D. 
,48 l!:ABT 715TH STREET 

NEW YORK 

?resident Conant 
liarvnrd University 
Ua.:r.::"oridge, i,;as sachus e tts 

l,iy dear ?resident Conant: 

N. Y, 

Peoruary 22, 1935 

I enclose a copy oi' a letter tba t I have 

\'Tritten to A.L.Cline, i.cting Director of Harvard Forest, 

which is self-explanatory. I would suggest that some 

tiDe when passing Harvard Square you rralk upstairs to 

the top floor of 1384 i,~ssachusetts Avenue, where 

Guernsey 2 Pitman's Studio is situated, and look at one 

of these models pc rsona lly. After you have seen one of 

these models, I feel sure you will appreciate vtha t a 

contribution to the science of forostry they are going 

to be. 

I am also leaving a s,)t of blue-prints for 

your and t~1e corporation's advance information of my 

drea..'11. I fully realize that my f:Lrst duty to the University 

is to liquidate my financial oblications to tlm H.A.A. Once 

this is done, I hope to be allowed to properly- house the 

records and tho students at the Harvard Porest. I feel 

that you in your position as President of the University 

should have advance inf 011nation on all matters pertaining 

to the Univel"sity. 1,;ay I enr;-ihasize, hoi-rcvor, that anything 

that I do for tl1e University I v,1s11 to bo kept absolutely 

anonymous. 

Yom•s ~~ 



Dr. E.G. Stillman 
45 East 75th street 
New York, liew York 

I.ly dear Dr. Stillman: 

February 25, 1935 

In Mr. Conant's absence from Canbr1dge I 

wish to l:l.Cknowledge the receipt of your letter ot 

?ebruary ~2. I do not find the copy of your letter 

to !.;r. Cline enclosed. If' you v1ill be good enough 

to have your secretary send a copy of this letter, 

I shall bring it to I~r. Conant• s attention at the 
' same time that your letter is re't'erred·to h1m~ 

Very truly yours, 1 

secretarr 
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~r. N. w. Hosley 
81::? ?r,ulin~ l3oulevc.r-d 
l.nn. J..rbor, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Hosley: 

In Mr. Conc,nt•s ;;,bsence from 

C£mtridge I v.·ish to £'.cknotilEdge the receipt of 

your letter of Febru;;ry ro. I sht,ll bring it 

to t1r. Commt's bttention upon his r(jturn to 

the office next week. 

Very truly yours, 

Secretr.rry. 



~,:r. Henry s. lZ:or·gi~n 
f3 v:r, 11 ::: tree t 
New York, New York 

FebruFry }://, 1935 

I tr lk(:::d with ~tr·. Grec-ne this morning 
in rcrnrd to the funds [·V[iil;;blf~ for pu111cr.-tion in 
conuection ,•,i th the Tercentfmr.ry celebrr, tion. He 
informs me t:1.e t these funds ~re theoretic£ lly limi. ted 
to the ;-:ublicr ti.on of the Procec dini:' s of th~ Tercen­
tem ry vnd of CPrt,.:.in expl;;.rw to:ry mL teriv.l to be dis­
tribu tc?d in cc,nnection •ri th the VHr.1.ous exhibits. 
There 1::: clso ::.c certidn t.ri:01n1t .set rsi~e on the budget 
for the f.lOS~iblo rf'virion of the pru,ent D.Ervr:rd Guide. 

lk fer ls th::-t the rri::,.ximum r,llo1rence thz:;t 
could bi-:, rn~cie fer vny printing in connection v;ith the 
Forest \:ould be for R lePflPt 0f from four tu f'ight 
pq;cs c:r,scribing- the ,;hy-2.icf,l ec_uipmc·nt Lnd the V;Ork 
c;:r:ricd on thc·rE,. It se ms C;uite clckr thrt there 
v·ould not bf:' r" Sllill rernotely ,qp1·ovchi11g one thcus.:.nd 
doll, rs t.Vcih blE: fur the '•1·oj,::ct \·.hich you ru-d in 
mind. If ti1°re is , ny furtlwr lI'form.:. tion the. t I csn 
i;i:t for you 9ler, se let ;111:i knol',. 

Very .sincen~·1y yours, 

s~crctrry to the President. 
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liiarch 2, 1935 

Dear Dr.Stillman: 

I am writing to ask for some confidential 

advice. 

As you pe1•haps lmow, I have been on the staff 

of the Harvard Forest since 1925 and am now on saboatical leave 

doing graduate v10rk here. Up until Prof .l<'isher died, I had 

considered myself finnly r oo tcd there for I would e,aldly have 

worked under l1im for far less money than to have gone elsewhere. 

out nov, I find myself in a rather unsettled state. I have 

received a very attractive offer fr0m th0 U .s .Forest Service to 

take charge o.i:· wild life ma1:a gemen t in District 7 ext;ending from 

Kentucky to r,iaine. Ba ore ~fµl:ring r~t, however, .L v1ould like 
L, . I i LJ "-L 

to find out, if po sib. le, \,t:i.1e;~future d'e)ve lopme nt s a re apt to be 
L,17 l lJ 1n rD n 

at Peters"c~am. Pres den t.Jcona.n-tui.s awa.y_uriti l some ti me r.ext week 

and I'va been wondering if you could tell me, in general terms, 

at least, what sort of man they expect to g3t for a Director and 

what the future of the Forest looks like. I am not considering 

the matter from the standpoint of salary alone for I value very 

highly the contacts am freedom one en,joys at liarvard. Lt seems 

to me the whole question hint;es on who is apt to be the Director. 

any information you may give me wi 11 be greatly 

apprecinted and kept strictly conr'idential. 

Yours very si ncerel':r, 

H .w .Hosley 



Ur. N. ~. Hosley 
81~ Pauline Boulevard 
1,nn lrbor, Michlg~;n 

Derr '.,'ir. Hosley: 

Mc:rch 4, 1935 

I an sorry to h[,Ve been delc:yed so long 
in enswering ynur lrtter of Februi.ry 20, but I h}_Vc 
been &Y:&y from Cunbridge for some time. 

I &:n sorry to s&.y the, t I c&n not E.nswer 
your c;.ucstion in rny '''l.y thi t 1.ill heip you much in 
solvin[; you1· problem. re ht-.ve 1r1x de no i1r·ogress in 
B!)iJ,-;inting a ne,, l;irector of the:· H;:,rvc:.rd Fore:: t ~.nd 
I see no )l'osoi ct of ~uch r.:n tppolntment .in the neEJr 
future. Until &uch & Dir€ctor is &µpointed, of course, 
t1w ,:hole c,uc~tion of the gener:. l ;,olicy ot' the Forest 
is uncertain excc,pt thet in a generLl wr:y I cc_n hSsure 
you t.r1,, t v.e are going to keep the Ji'orest going on in 
f'n , ctlvB Wb.Y. Yhether or not the development of v:ild 
life mr,rn ~emcnt 1-.oul.c. :ilf,y ,tn importLnt 1·ole in the 
future of the F'01·est is a i:tctter r bout v;hich no one 
could hl~ke a ~t~tement at present. 

Very sincerely yours, 
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March 5 1 1935 

Dear Ernest, 

You. aslrnd for my actvice on a question of ethics 

anu here it is: 

The Corporation are disposed to leave to your 

good juugmEnt the tlecision of the question whether the 

gift "from the Class of 1908" of the hitherto w1completed 

gates anci sections 01· fence shoula take precedence over 

the payment of lnstellments for the extinction of a prior 

oblieation generously assurnea by tne anonymous ctonor. I 

can go further ann say th&t if in the exercise of your 

good judgnent you deciue to have the fence completed in 

the near future, thnt uecision will be acceptable. This 

I can s,iy officially. 

Shifting my position now·rror1 the oi'i'icial to 

the personal, I perhaps ought to add th,"o t, while the circum­

stances which h1.we postponed the extinction of the prior 

obllgatlon ere fully a;:,preciHte<l, the lH.iy.:•.nces of unre­

stricted University funds to fill the breach do constitute 

a real burden at s. time when free funds are so scarce and 

many uesirE..ble things, incluuing not a few urgent needs, 

have to be postponed. I need not elaborate this point, for 

you understand it as well as I do, r1nd any lightening or 
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that burden thHt beco:nes from time to time r,ossible will 

constitute the best possible contribution to the welfnre 

of the University. I understanli thvt the University has 

assumed in part the premiums on the life insurance policy, 

and if your next payment for the reduction of the principal 

amount coul<.l include the relief of the University from tne 

premium charge that would be a desirable consummation. 

All this tha.t I am saying personally is said 

with an equal appreciation of all th&t you have done in 

the face of the uifficulties that you have encountered• 

and I would not say even this except for your request for 

my person&l advice. I have not .meant to go beyond the 

limits of your request, but if I have please forget it. 

Dr. Ernest G. Stillman 
45 East 75th Street 
New York., New York 

Sincerely yours, 

JEROME D. GR'.::EME 



Dr. E.G. Stillm8n 
45 E:Jst 75th etreot 
Ne• York, New York 

De~r Dr. fetillman: 

Thank you very much for sendlng me the 

copy of your letter to ;;!r. Cline f,nd the blue­

prints which you left. I shF.11 try to see your 

models ~s soon &S possibl£. It is very kind of 

you to keep ~e informed of ell matters of this 

sort pert~ining to the University. Let me SliY 

v.ghin how rnuch Yle ~pprecir.:te c:·11 your interest in 

what we rre doing, C:nd sll your pest and present 

generosity. I shell see to it thit all that you 

do is ke:.,t Ei.bsolutely b.nonymous. 

Very sincerely yours, 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. ,Tames B. Conant, President, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

My dear Mr. Conant: 

March 6, 1935. 

It is with a deep feeling of gratitude that I 
transmit to you herewith a statement of gift of ten forest 
models from Dr. Ernest G. Stillman to the President and 
Fellows of Harvard College. 

Dr. Stillman's plan for building a set of forest 
stand models as the principal exhibit in a forestry museum, 
to be erected at the Harv&rd Forest and dedicated to the late 
Director Richard T. Fisher, elicited the most enthusiastic 
support of the Forest staff from the time of its inception 
three years ago. Director Fisher was deeply appreciative of 
this recognition of his personal services to the Forest and 
to forestry, as well as of the vast potentialities for public 
education resident in such a structure. The last few years 
of his life were enriched by visions of a greater Harvard For­
est made possible through Dr. Stillman's generosity. 

The models herewith conveyed were planned and 
designed largely by Director Fisher, assist6d by Assistant 
Director Cline, and executed by the Guernsey and Pitman 
Studio. It is believed that they represent the highest degree 
of perfection yet attained in the small scale modeling of 
major forest vegetation. The full measure of knowledge accu­
mulated at the Harvard Forest during the course of a quarter 
century of study and observation has been brought into play 
in assisting the artists in the faithful reproduction of the 
intricate details of individual tree form and stand composition. 

The first seven models, constituting the "Historical 
Series", are illustrative of the major steps in land h:J.story 
common to that part of central New England in which the Harval'd 
Forest is situated. In this series the topographic features 
are identical and represent a synthesis of the outstanding 
elements in local landscapes. 'rhe line of descent from the 
original to the present forest cover is marked by the clearing 
of the forest by the early settlers, the height of cultivation 
for farm crops, the abandonment of the farms and the seeding 
in of white pine, the harvesting of the 11 old field" pine, and, 
lastly, the seizure of the cut-over pine land by hardwoods. 
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The othe1' three models fol'm a portion of the 
"Silvicultural Series", now in process of construction, 
which will comprise fifteen models in all. '.rhey a.re illus­
trative of the most significant and generally applicable 
methods in silviculture developed at the Harvard Forest. 
In each case the scene of action, the stand of trees, and 
the silvicultural method employed are in accordance with 
actual conditions and practice to be seen at Petersham. 
In the completed models of this series, men are shown at 
work planting, weeding, releasing, and cutting for repro­
duction. 

In my opinion the v2lue of such a gift to the 
advancement of public education in forestry and to the 
future welfare of the Harvard Forest is exceedingly great, 
and I earnestly hope that it will be found fully accept­
able to the President and Fellows. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~e~:~ 
Albert C. Cline 

ACC.C Assistant Director 

Enclosures: Dr. Stillman's letter of February 26, 1935. 
Photographs of five of the models. 



vr • .J .n. uonant 
rresiaent., 11arvarct Univers1 r.y, 
vamoridge, Massacnusetts. 

Dear vr. vonant.: 

~12 Pauline Blvd., 
rinn 1;.rbo.1:·, tiichigan, 
r.1arch 7 ~ 193~. 

MAR 9 1935 

I hope that you w11.1. not think me too presump .. uous 
in wr1 .. 1ng again about the future 01 1.,ue 1:1arvard J."Orest.. 

up until Prof. l!isner s aeath 1 had cons1aen::u my 
future bouna up "'.:. ua 1-nat. 01 the 1:1a1·vaH1 rorest. Now l r1na 
my l:Hc.1.1. v.t-ying to cnoose ue 1:,ween returning "C,O l u tl.!lU going 
elsew!len:: .Lar·gely on the grounas 0.1. ,rnv 1s to oe--or pe.n1~vH 
1 t is better to sa.v w .10 ls not to be--tne new 1.11reetor. 
r1oula 11- ue nossible for you 1,0 1,e1..1 me whether or no" t::!i "ner 
Mr. uline or ur. Gast 1s being favoraoly cons1aered for .. ne 
pos1 Hon? If you can ao 1,m.~, l think 1 t. w1.L.1 u,.:: ~ut f1c1ent 
for my aecis1on. 

Yours ve.t-y t.1-u.Ly, 

71.tl)~. 1

N. w. Hoel~ 
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President J .• B .Conant 
Harvard University 
Cambridge,hlassachusetts 

E. G, STILLMAN, M, D, 
48 EAST 78TH STREET 

NEW YORK 
N, Y, 

hly dear President Conant: 

March 7,1935 

11'\pJ{ 9 ·1~0 J 

I fully realize that the problem of select-

ing a Director of the Harvard Forest is a very minor one in 

proportion to other pressing academic needs, Hzyaever, from 

the point of view of the F'orest, I believe the time is ap­

proaching when the existing status quo, resulting in uncertainty 

as to the future of the Forest, may seriously harm the Forest, 

I happen to have heard confidentially that 

both Al Cline, the present Acting Director, and 1-I.W,Hosley, who 

is on sabbatical leave at the University of Michi~an, have been 

offered attractive positions in the Federal Forest Service. 

Both these men are very loyal to the iiarvard Forest. I enclose 

a copy of a letter which Hosley wrote me, which is self-explanatory. 

I might say that I have merely met Hosley, and that this letter 

came to me perfectly unsolicited and is a great surprise, I am 

forwarding it to you in tre strictest confidence, and have not 

told Hosley that I have done so. I feel that you should be in­

formed of what is happening, am I am sure that you will in no 

way betray the confidence Hosley has put in me by writing me 

direotly, I may say that Al Oline did not tell me personally 

about his offer from 1he Federal Forest Service but that he had 

talked the matter over with Hal Tryon, who spolre to me about it, 



President Conant 

E. G. STILLMAN, M. D, 
48 EAST 76TH STREET 

NEW YORK 

N, Y, 

-2-

As you probably have heard from Jerome Greene 

of our discussion about completing the fence about the Harvard 

Yard, I may say that I have reached this tentative conclusion. 

The present state of my finances indicate that I may be able to 

materially reduce my mol'al obligation to the University during 

this calendar year. If, after my income tax commitments have 

been determined by 11arch 15,1936, I find that I can make further 

substantial payments to the University during 1936, I feel that 

the completion of the fence might be a wi. se divers ion of some 

of this money. I will not make up my mind, however, until 

after hlarch 15,1936, and will consult Mr.Shattuck before making 

any definite decision. If work were started on the iron work 

soon after hiarch 15,1936, tile Yard would certainly be entirely 

encircled by a permanent iron fence by September 1st, in ample 

time for the 300th anniversary. 

Yours sincerely, 

f-j~~ 



Cr • .t, lbert c. Cline 
Hz:rvn·d Forest 
PeterEham, M~ssachus~tts 

Def..r Dr. Cline: 

.kcrch 9, 1935 

Th~nk you very 1~1uc~ for you1· letter of 
Mr,rch 6 enclosinf~ the letter from Dr. fitillmen. 
I ,:.1:1 h1.wing the mz.tter presented to the Cor,i)ora.;. 
tion t-.t its next meeting. 

If the models cire E,ccepted, ss I h"'ve 
f:.Vsry ref.son to bclicvH thoy v;ill be, t.n official 
vot€ of thtmks v.ill go forV,cird to Dr. E.-.tillmsu end 
I Shbll l'lri tr: hie once ..,gi:-in my t.pprecin tion of his 
generosity. Incidentally, I hope to have c: chsnce 
to see the models myself in the neer fut_ure. 

Very sincerely yours, 

- n· crv•,·t-1· ~J\Mi:.S U• v•"• .I 



Dr. r. G. E.ttllr.ien 
45 E-1 st 7bth b tr(1et 
New York, Ne~ York 

De.:;r Dr. Ltillm~n: 

·This is .ln answer to yo1J.r letter of Mrrch 
7. I~~ sorry it hes not been po&slble to appoint 
;:;. Dil'E·ctor of the H&rvc1rd For(~st. Mr. Hosley has 
v:ri ttcn me ::. sking me what I propo.3e 1:o do D.bout the 
F'")r(:St ,:no I hi- Ve told him frt.nkly th£ t there W8.S 
f.bsolutely no proposc:l 6t :Jresent on the docket. 

The. question of the nev. Director hi~s to be 
left us one of the free veritbles in the complex 
situLtion ~hich confronts me here in regbrd to re­
se .... rch in bottny. I f~el the t v,e should v,ork for 
1-:.n org<-nizt:. tion v,hich will bring together in a har­
moni,)us Yif.y a 11 the present hotanic,:>.1 ~md plf'nt 
sciPnce vork in the University. The present chaos 
i:: very 1.1nsati~fe:ctory from the point of viev; of 
oI·gani.zr-.tion of the Uni.versity. Until I h.:.ve the 
v.hole iJicture settled I c::.n ll()t )roceed wi tll the 
F'orest. It 1,ill be nec~;ssLry, therefore, to con­
tinue probe bly for some time '\"• i th f;r. Cline us the 
~cting DlrEctor. I hope we sh~ll not lose him. 

I quite understH1d the )roblem presented 
by your vr:ry generous desirf.' to h,-ve & perm.::nent 
iron fen ct~ corJpleted r.round th,: Y;:;rd tnd I gree. tly 
r. pprech te ynur :,:mint of viev.·. Let rt.le thank you 
e,g:;;in f'or r:11 your generosity to the University. 

v~ry sincerely yours, 

Jt,:~u:::s B. CG,,, .. 



Mr. Henry s. l.!orge.n 
23 i',&:.11 ,;;,treet 
New York., New York 

De~r Mr. ttorgan: 

1-k.rch 9, 1925 

~s Chbirmsn of the Visiting Co~..mittee 
connected with the H~rv~rd l•orest you will prob­
ebly be disturbPd by someone rbout the director­
ship. I ~m me.rely ~riting you in order to keep 
you inforn:ect of the pr·esent si tut tion • 

• ~s you know, I l.nl not proceeciing with the 
fbrv;:,rd Forest until I cr,n eet the v:holc botr·nicel 
sitw:.tion cletn€d up. I fefJl very strongly thot 
there sho~1ld be sorueone b€t~een the President ~nd 
the Director of the Forest • .At ;,renent there ls 
no one on !nr str-,ff to i:'horr. I ~i.3.n gc for h~lp in 
mbking d1c:cJ.slons regF..rctinf, the future Director. 

There is & cert::.in ~w:ount of evidence thet 
the present staff out there 6re getting restless, 
t:hich is nc:.tural, [,nd ar€ 1.:p:;,e .. ling to their bene­
f~ctor., Lr. E.G. Stillm&n, ~ho m(~ therefore ~orry 
you or some member of the co:mni ttee. '£here is noth­
ing to do tut be p~tient; tut I thought I should 
like you to kl1ov. the sitm, ti.on. In pLrticulur, M.r • 
. N. \'. Hos Ley Ls tr-y:l..nf; to aeci.de wh.ether to ti;ke & 

job elscvllere. I tclE":phoned Dr. Cline, who did not 
e)..press a11y trcrr:;mdour concern c·bout the postlibility 
of losing hira. I i~agine there is some irrithtion 
between ccr lE in ue::ibcrs of thP stc: ff' thf..:re: und they 
TIILY be -isinr this opportunity of tryLng to jockey 
e~•ch other into a f:.,vorc-ble post tlon. If ,:ny rui101·s 
of thi.s co1:.1£ to your 1:.:)tice, I shc:,.ll bf; i:;lc d to know 
of them. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Jc f· • ::,~ B. co;,:;\l\'f 
~, -i t-V 



Mr. N. ~. Hosley 
812 Pauline Boulevord 
J.r...n Arbor, Michigan 

Deiir i.:r. Hosley: 

Mi:- rch 9, 19::'.,5 

I a.rn sorry to siy I Con not onsv;er your 
Question. There is absolutely no one under real 
consic.eration, E!t the )resent mouent, for the ne'I' 
Director of the H.=rva.r<i Forest. I h:;vf: e long 
li~t of names &nd have accwnul~ted some informa­
tion on the gcnerr:.l )roblEm, but befor~ I E.ppoint 
[" ne1r Director I M,nt to h&vc the v-:hole relation 
of the For(st to tht1 re;.t of thr? University con­
sidered mast Cfrefully. 

J.t pres~nt I am regfrdlng the cuestion of 
the nev.1 ~irector of the Hc.rv;-:rci Forest ,,s one of 
the n;.:ny vi • .tit.blE:s in the comph:x situation whi.ch 
we he.Ve here .,,t HE.rv·r.rd in rcgr.rd to the many ns­
;:iects of bot.rmicul resetrch v:hich c.1re under in­
vcstig& tion. Until I can see my ~hY clebr to bring 
::,0,;;,e kind of 01·cer 0ut of v.hr..t is more or less 
ChEOS, I sh.:-,11 h, vc to l( ave the F'Orf:st with an 
l'.cting Director. 

Very sincerely yours, 



H. H. TRYON, 
DJ" CTOR 

H, L. MITCHELL 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

A, L. BABCOCK, 
SUPERINTENDENT 

I 
:- • .·r 

Dear Jim:-

THE BLACK ROCK FOREST 
CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON, N. Y. 

Maroh 10, 1935 

MAR 121935 
' 

Talking with A. c. Cline recently, I was horrified 
to learn that the Federal Forest Service is angling for him, 
I know Cline quite well; and he asked my opinion. I said very 
frankly that I hoped he would not forsake t:.e Harvard Forest. 
Added that my opinion was in part selfish, as I regarded him 
as being, by far the best-equipped man available to carry on 
at Petersham; and stated further, in his behalf, that I do 
not consider the .'.:>ervice a desirable b:;rth for any progressive 
individual. I have seen a good bit of this organization in the 
past twenty-five years, and I consider the general atmosphere 
to be distinctly stultifying, Cline commented that he doubted 
if he would leave. Now on the heels of this comes the news, 
via Dr, :.G.Stillman, '08, that Neil 1:1. Hosley, who is now ab­
sent from the Forest on sabbatical, has had a similar offer. I 
haven't talked with Hosley; he is studying at Eiohigan. 

Both these men are evidently wcn:iering about the fu­
ture of the Harvard Forest. I.took the liberty of quoting you to 
Cline to the 6f1'ect that you had told me "that the Forest would 
keel) right on doing business." Believe me, Jim --- the loss or 
Cline would be a m~jor calamity; and to have I:osley go would be 
almost as serious, I have scrutinized very carefully the pro­
fessional roster in the u.s., and I can find no other man as well 
fitted as Cline to run things at Petersham. He is a teacher or 
no mean repute; he is an excellent tecLnical man; he is steeped 
in Fisher's ideals, plans and general philisophy; and, since the 
latter died has stepped right into the van in fine shape. Hosley 
is another high-grade fellow, with a specialized training that 
you will not find elsewhere except for one nan who already has a 
good job at •iiscons in. I urged Cline to sto.y on, partly on the 
grounds of loyalty, partly for his own personal advancement. I 
enlarged on the prestige and the much greater opportunity for 
doing real work that he would achieve as director of the Harvard 
Forest. I believe he has swune; to my way of thinking. But I do 
hope you :plan to have the Forest continue. Cline may have heard some 
rumor that has worried him about his job, I sought to q_uiet that 
idea. Hope I did right. I have no wish to interfere with your run­
ning things, of course, but I am q_uite f&miliar with the set-up 
a,; Petersham, uncl, knowing that you want to have good men on the 
numerous jobs under you, I'm merely l)Ointing out that you surely 
have such a party in Cline --- and you'll have two when Hoslet\,-re-
turns. 0 

Give it a brief -:;icught. I have been soraewhat worried over 
this new development, tllo I was not surprised to have it ~orne about 



as I know the .::>ervice is nh,ays e;unnin;.: for good men. But I hope 
they won't succeed in stealing these t~o lads. 

I ho:pe you have been keeping well ..... t noon, t·his coming 
June g, (a ....,unday) there will be held at Petersl:.am a brief cere­
mony to dedicate n memorial boulder to Dick Fisher. Possibly you 
can sli~) uway for it. I happen to chair:nan of the Fisher Lemorial 
Committee, and. I should [,;reatly a:-,preciate your presence. A formal 
invitation will drift in your direction in J.ue time. 

Dr. James B. Conant 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, i,,:ass. 

~incerely yours, 

Direc ~or 



23 Yl;{/11 !a•eeP 
e2,/(e:,i?_1furb 

Dear President Conant: 

Mar.ch l~! 1935 

. MAR 121935 

Thank you for your letter of March 9th regarding the 

Forest. As you know, I am entirely in accord with the study you 

are making of the whole botanical situation, and I also agree 

that no steps should be taken regarding a new Director for the 

Forest except as part of the general plan. I shall be guided 

accordingly, should anybody speak to me about the matter. 

Regarding Dr. Cline, as I told you he made a very favor­

able impression upon me, and my own thought at the moment is that 

as part of a larger picture and not as an independent Director he 

might well be the man to carry on at the Forest. When I saw him 

last autumn I took occasion to refer in a general way to the situ­

ation and to imply that it might be some time before the matter 

received any very serious consideration, and in the meantime I 

felt sure that the University wanted the work to be carried on 

just as it had been in the past. I think Cline took the point al­

though I expressed it in very general terms, and any letters I 

hav·e had from him have seemed to be reasonably content. 

As yet I nave not had a chance to see Dr. :Merrill, but 

hope to do that in the next fortnight. 

With renewed thanks for your letter, I am 

Yours faithfully, 

President James B. Conant, 
Harvard University, 

Cambridge, Uassachusetts. 



~r. H. H. rryon, Llrtctor 
The Bl&ck Rock Forest 
Cornvir.ll-on-Hudson, Mew York 

Deer Hal: 

M.i·rch 12, 1935 

Th&n.k you verJ euch for your nc te. I think 

you did excctly right ~nd I cm QUCh indebted to you 

for your services. 

I realize that the people at the Forest must 

be ,:ondarinee; ;;nd perhaps, to some extent, Tiorrying. I 

am sorry, but it 1s one of those inevitbble things 

thLt h~s to occur during a transition period. Ai', I 

told you v,hen you v.ere here, I am trying to settle the 

,:hole t..i)plled bokny sre8 before I col'!ltT..i t myself <.1ef­

inl tely in regard to the ne"1' Director of the Forest. 

I ho~e to get the thing cle~nec up before the end of 

the ac&demic yeer but em not t:t sll sure that I shPll 

succeed. ·;hen I re1clly get into s,ction on the question 

of the Forest I shall probt.bly \.rite you e.gr:in for fur­

ther &dvice. 

tith all good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

JAMES B. CONP.Nl 



Lr. F. G. Still~an 
4!:. E<-.s t 75th ttreet 
New Ycrk, Uew York 

n·e:-..r Dr. St.!. llr.urn: 

!lfarch fO, 1935 

Although I know thP.t you req_ucsted 

tht: t your glft cf the models !or the H.:,rv&rd Forest 

be absolutely c?,nonymous, I am neverthe1ess "taking 

the liberty of v:ri ting you persom~ lly to express my 

sincere uppreciation of your gru1eros1ty. I assure you 

that the morlels will be tr.ken care of ~ccording to the 

request mrde in your letter to,Ur. Cline, mid that they 

v,111 be a very lmp1.n•tL1nt r,nd vi lu~,ble nddi tion to the 

Tercentenary Celebrtition :md eventuilly to the llbrvard 

Forest at Petersholll. 

tith all good wishes, 

Very sincerely yours• 

JAMES B. cc;;;,i: t 



Dr. Jo.:nes ::: • Conant, :t'resic1ent 

:!arvard University, 

1.:o.ssacl1usetts. 

Dear Dr. Conant: 

MAR 28 1935 

.ii.s a :,1enber of the Visiting Co::1.: 1li ttee of the Eussey 

Institution,and. one having a lone stanciinc interest in the 

Harv&rcl lores t, I am especicJ.lly in te:ce.sted to lea:2n vrhat you 

.have in ~:.ind with reference to the appoin. t .ient of a Director 

to succeed Professor .:._,'isher and to carr·y on the vuluable 

worlc which he s t2.rted. ~ .. s you are doubtless a':~c.i.re, the tor­

est is probably the outstundins exa.1ple of forest. research 

in t~e country, and in addition a practical demonstration 

of forest .r1anar:e;:1ent. The Forest has carried itself insofar 

as the rec;ular operations of cuttinf a1ul reproduction are 

concerned with.out expense to the University durinf: the m.ore 

ti1an twenty-five years it has been under ,nanar:e:·:1ent. Dur-

inc tlrn.t time the ~,•orest capital '.,as been na terially increased. 

I w1 confident that you wil~ a~rce with ne that it is 

i~portant that this project be carried for~ard over a lone 

period of years, and to that end that a Director wjo will 

:-.1easure up as nearly e.s may be to t~1e hich standard set by 

Profes~or lisher, siould be appointed in the near future. 

This letter hus been written uithout consultution with 

any oti:1er neraber of the Visiting Gon:1i ttee. 

Sincerely yours, ~e 
\'Im lJ. • .. a,.J.rton. 

•' 



.alr. v;tlllc-:m P. Fhr:rton 
Groton 
J:,::.: ssuchug•:t ts 

Deer Mr. Whrirton: 

I h<.:, ve the Forest vsry inuch on my mind, 
&.nd clgree entirely r,i th 'finv t you Sf::.Y c..bout it. I 
um sorry to s&y I h.:;. ve m.:.d.e no progress in r~ppoint­
lng a director 2ithou~h I h~ve tklked with some 
,:iei':ibers of th€ Visiting C)m.11ittee, ;.i.:...rticulbrly 
"ith 1:r. M:o:-p:!'l, The Chi:.irot:.n, \~ho is a me1J1ber of 
the Board of Qy;~rseers. l um sure we v;ould nll be 
lntere~teci in c.ny s~ggestions r:s to nr..mes r.hlch you 
rt.[,.y :·.ish to .I!".c.ke. 

It is :~ui te possibl·e th&. t the present 
Acting Director, Ur. Cline, ~111 turn ~ut to be the 
r1c;.n to succeed Pr·ofessor Fi::sh•~r but I srn. not at &11 
certLin oi this. If JO~~ible, I shouiti like to ~p­
po.ln. t c coor..: in,, ting :: fficor \>;r,o ,,ou.;.d be u sort of 
de~n 0f ~P?lieJ botbny Lnct ~ho ~ouLd be Jirectly 
respon~ibla to ~e f~r a~l our v~rled totbnlc6l Lnstl-
1..;ut1:;s,- the Ih.rv::.::ru Forest, i.r11old. ;,rboretu:i.1, Gr~y 
Herber luw, !-101 t:.lot1s of ti11;; bussey Ins t.i tute, r'&rl::n: 
Herln.ria...'J, bot.:;nic,,l :.:usew;i, k<l1G. th(~ Bot,nic Gc,rdf;'n. 
?he curhtors, ~u;ervis~rs, and ~irectors of thc38 
V[;riou;; in:;tituti:)ns ,,.-,)uL r•:~,,.)rt to tl't.>i. I h,ve 
not founc; tne :.·u:.~1, nor ht..ve I defini tc:J decided 
to ::10 tat:::. tut I te 1 iev,:, t t v,ou i.d 1:u:,ke r-. much more 
s&tisf~ctory ~rr~uge~ent to the Univer3ity. From 
w.y point of vie,: there tire !"1.:.r too :CLtl:'..Y inuependent 
bot~nicl,l org.:..ni~:c.. tions ,'rho re;jo1· t J.11·ectly to the 
PrE:sid,:nt. rr ot!ier ::,cie,1c~s in ot:1°r b:r~.nches of 
the Unive1·si ty v·ere orgc.:.nii,\~o on thi& b;:,::;i!; I should 
be l\ co.nu id& te for tne insi.ne c~y lt1m v t the prc3ent 
moment! I i10)Cs you ;-:111 i,gree \.1th me th;_t, sou.i.e 
coordint. tlon \•.oul,i be ·,;o:r-th while in thiLJ HI'f~a. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Jf~ME.S 8, CONANT 



.. 

I 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR 

SCHOOL OF FORESTRY AND CONSERVATION 

:.!arch 28, 193?• 

MAR 301935 
Dr. James B. Conant 
President, Harvard. University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Dear Dr. Conant: 

After considering the matter from all possible angles, 

I have d.ec-ided to plan on returning to the Harvard Forest at the 

end or my sabbatical leave. The appointment or a new Director 

will, of course, still be the ma.in consideration in deciding 

whether I want to stay on. 

Ia there anyone in the hicher organization which controls 

the Harvard Forest with whom I can ta1te up the question of policy 

in rea:pect to students for 1935-36? Mr. Cline and I do not 

agree as to the conditions under which the students at Petersham 

are supposed to v:orlt and I would lill:e to find out who is right. 

Yours very truly, 

7'\, lyj,3\:➔::'.\' 
N.w. Hos~ 
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PER!lY H, MERRILL 

CoMMISSION£R OF FORUTIIY 

ST ATE OF VERMONT 
FOREST SERVICE 

MONTPELIER 

March 30. 1935. 

) 

Mr. James B. Conant. 
H~rvard University, 
Cambridge. Massachusetts. 

APR 1 1935 

My dear Mr. Conant: 

As a graduate of the Hi,rvard Forest. l have 
been wondering. since the untimely demise of Professor 
Ficher. about the future of this institution. 

The disturbing thc,1ght ha.s occurred that 
there may be so~e la.ck of appreciation of the work.which 
h:is been carried on by the Forest during the po.st ten 
years.on the part of those who were not directly influenced 
by that work. To ro:J mind there has been no :bigger 
factor influenciI}€ the course of forest practice in the 
northeast for the pa.st two decades than the Harvnrd Forest. 
The men t~cd out have had a grasp of the problems which 
they could have acquired in no other Wt."/ t:ian through their 
asoociation with the Forest. The various publicr,tions ot 
the Forest nre the Bible of Uew Englc.ni sil'\•ie11lturists and 
forect managers. The Forest itself is a unique and ever 
developing muse\~ of proper forest practices. The Forest 
stands eminent not only because of the efforts of rnen of 
the cnli ber of Professor Fi sher and Mr. Cline, but becr,.use 
ther~ has been a quarter of a century of undisturbed develop-­
ment: in such a profession as forestry this time element is 
an important thing. 

Personally, as a practicing fore:ter. I find~~ 
self leaning more heavily ea.c.'-1 day upon the background r· 
acquired at Petersham. Hence, since there seems to be some 
question ao to the future. I am expressing nq hope that ways 
mny be found which will mcke it possible for the For~ot to 
carry on a program bnncd on the same policy which has guided 
it for the past twenty five years. 

Yours very truly, 

C'~\._~Ofr(J 
AasiBtant F;feoter. 



~r . C • ii • 1o ck.: rd 
Js~lstbnt Fo1~stcr 
.. '.ontpcll>?r, Verii1ont 

De~r Ur. Lock~rd: 

In ~.:r. Cont.nt• s t bscnce fro:n Cu.r-ubr.id;;e 
I ~lsh to ~c~no~le0te the rcc~i?t of your letter to 
hh1 of r.~u·ch ::o, .. nicn \',ill t-::: ':;ro·;.1,_;:1t t~ his ,.tt~n­
tlon uprJn hi~ ~-,-turn to tn':;' o.i.'fice e,,rly next r:c0k. 

Ven:~· sir:.c 1::1·ely your·::.;, 
,,1' . HARPI::R WOODWARD 

~ecr~ti ry to the ?rRsident. 



Profcrs~r N. ~. Hosley 
s-c:r..-:nl of For-?::try ,,.nu Conservction 
Universtty of Michi;;im 
J·•.nn . .:'n·b'.'.'r, Michigan 

My deur Professar H0sleys 

Ar,ril 2., 1935 

Y"vr 1 et t('r :if l:.srch 23 has rer,ched the office 
d ::ring Mr, Ccinant' s E•.hi,ence fl'O!ll Cr .. mbridge, I shall 
brin~ it to his ott2ntion U{JOn !.:s return next ~1,·cek. 

Very tr1,ly yours, 

Secrett:ry 



.C3u:;nerville, ~ ("'I 
i.._.., • V • 

APR 8 1935 
Dr. .T u·:1es ·". Conant, _i:)--;,es iclen t 

}-Io.rverd ~-'ni versi ty, 

Ga_:.:briclge, ;.,ossac;'t1Setts. 

:Uear Dr. Conant: 

l'lmnk you for ,ro-1r J.ettcr of Larch 2L3 repir1iirw the 

appo1n--c,;tet1.t of a :OL:·ector for t._e l:arvard /o.:est. s .. t the 

pre::,ent time I lw.ve no nu::es to sur·,,·est in this c,)nnection. 

I have known Er. Cline during the tine he has been a.t the 

forest, and have a creat respect for his ability as u re­

search ·,·:orker. ,,.mane soI:le foresters, ho,.c.·ever, I find there 

is a feelinc thc.t he is c1ot so r:ell fitted to be in ch&re;e 
t:;:........x--

of uJ.l the ?orest ope rat ions, and _..:che represento. t ive of the 

Forest in :!1eetinc the e;ene~'al pu;Jlic. If a nee ting of our 

Visiting Co:x:1ittee · is held eL~rly this sprinc, as is cus tor:w.ry, 

no doubt there will be opportunity to canvas the situation 

und discuss possible candidates at that time. 

I a::1 intc-:·ested in your s1J.r-Tcstj_on that u Coordinat­

inf Officer for the botanicul depart1ents or the lfuiversity 

be a~11)ointed. i.Jff hand I should t:i.ink this Y:o:.1J.d be a ,·ood 

move, but I ar:1 not fw1iliur enour:-1 v:ith the ad:i:11c3trative 

problems 01' the ;;nivers ity to he able to eX'.")I'i'GS cny def'in-

ite opinion. ::o doubt the Visitinf~ Co::1'.:1ittee will have this 

matter brour_:ht bei'o:::·e it at its nex~ neeting. 

-



Dear Jim:-

HENRY H. TRYON 
FOREST ENGINEER 

CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON, N, Y, 

.b..:pril 5, 1935 

APR 6 1935 " . 

Reearding the Fisher :i..:emorial dedi­
cation, do co::ne if you can. I am counting on 
you to do the actual unveiling. You won't have 
to make a speech --- that ratl:.er difficult job 
is r.1y lot, anci no cne else \,ill be perm1 tted 
to suy a nord, Juch words as I utter will be 
almiGhty brief, too. I a:,preciate that you may 
be all snarled up at the time set, so shall try 
to get Dean Chase as an alternative choice for 
the unveiling. 3ut I ho:pe you will be able to 
raake it. 

Re. the Harvard .Forest a0ain, I think 
you o.re r1ise to take _-plenty of time. Soue of us 
Old boys who went there e.re .,;atchins closely to 
see how the men on the job are reacting to the 
changed conditions. Ls you well know, some follts 
don I t i·es;)ond favorably to belllg given full charge 
of thin6s. This r::ay. be <levelo:9ing at .Petersr.o.m. 
'.le are not c,~rtain yet, and tl:.e interval has been 
too short to form a sound conclusion. Eut we'll 
be having an eye to th inf;s out there, and if we 
can help you out in the natter, you holler loud 
enough and we' 11 come a-running. 

!.'.r. J,B,Oonant 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, t:ass. 

Sincerely, --- - - .-- -----------~. 4 ~ -~ 



Mr. H. H. Tryon 
Cornwall-on-Hudson 
New York 

Dear Hal, 

April 8, 1935 

Thn.nks for your note. I shLll try to be 

at the unveiling. I was interested· in ~hat you say 

about the torcst. Let me knol\· if you hcve anything 

definite on your mind either no~ or at any future 

time. 

I nm ev;fully sorry to huve mlssed·you ~hen 

you were in Cambridge. Try rn.e ag:dn. 

tith all good wishes, 

Very sincerely yours, 

JJ",MES B. CON,:S.NT 



April 8, 1935 

.Mr. N. \';. Hosley 
· ::',chool of Forestry t:nd Conservs.tlon 

Univ~·r·sity of !~ichizttn 
Ann Arbor, Michigi.n 

Dear Mr. Hosley: 

I l>m sorry to hf.Ve been delayed in re­
plying to your lettf>r of Murch F8. We nre, of 
course, glcd that you are going to return to the.· 
Hsrvo.rd 1''orest at the end of your s.;.b'b&ticc:.l yet:.r. 

Mr. Cline is ~cting Director ~nd us such 
1s 1n f~ll Cht'rge of the policy of the Harvard 
Forest. I suppose that in any orgc..nizt.tion of the 
Oniver.sity a member :)f the f0culty or st::.i'f ct::.n 
appeol from o. ruling or the Dean or Director to the 
President if the :r. .... tter is of ;:;ufficient moment; but, 
needless to SbY, exce1)t unuer the most unusue.1 cir­
cumstances the President of tr1e University would be 
bound to support the policy of the he~d of the 
orga.niu ... tion. 

Very sincerely yours, 

JAMES B. CONANT 



~r. Henry s. Morgfan 
L3 \':nll Str£et 
New York, New York 

1'.;_Jril 9, 1935 

I sw enclosing co>ies of tv.o letters that I 
h{-.Ve received frou i.ir. V.l1c,rton, v.ho is e. mernbei• of 
your Visitinf. Corumittce. These will b0 of some intcir­
est to you in connection ··1th the Visiting Cor:mittee. 

I ,a?J a ltttlc disturbed by one statement in h:ts 
last letter ·which sugge.sts thct he v,ould like to hr.ve 
the next r,eeting of the Vi~ i tine Co.:m:1t ttee turn into a 
c&ucus to 6iscuss the next Director of the Forest. I 
am sure you -i,ill ;;_grce t-·1 th m.~ th& t this would not be 
& v;ise procGJ.ure c,nd ,,lthough I hm very glnd to hei.r 
from t>iOY member of the Com:-:1i t tee indi viciun l ly, I feel 
that the Visiting Co!!::,1i ttee should not discuss umtters 
of personncl.bofo:.r:c the event, r-.s it 'f.•ere. ~uite ~1pli.rt 
from this situLtion, it might put the Presidf}nt r.:nd 
Fellows in a very i.wkv,&rd box if !.ill Ch a i;roceoure v ere 
m&de a precedent. 

I h::ve just v,ritton to !Jr. Jh,aes s: .... yin3 that I 
hr:ve heard from Dr. Merrill, t.nd ~1.e w1:::-:: in Cube:.. ht Dr. 
B~t.r-bour•s request thoug:1 I :iid net knov: it. I hE1ve 
~lso reminded Ju:1es th,.,t l:r. :.:lerrill 1.s on the list or 
distinguished scholt,rs vho are to receive u1 ho11.or.:ry 
degree in the fall of 19i6 and i~ to t~ke p~rt in the 
sy~posia. All tnese ~ke riddi tiont.l rP.LSons \'-hY it 
seenis per·fcctly su!Ltt ble for you and i.ir. JawEs to con­
r.ult him as the leoding lioto.nlst in the cot.mtry 1~bout 
our ov,,n bot,,nicul problems. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Jp..Ml;.S a. CONANT 



Mr. c. R. Lockcrd 
Assistant Forester 
Montpelier, Vermont 

Dear Mr. Lockard& 

April 11, 1935 

I am very glad thet your interest in 

the Harvard Forest has continued. I nm sure we 

sll realize how important the Forest h&s been snd 

wh&t b terrible loss we suffered in the death or 
Professor Fisher. The question ot his successor 

is still under discussion, i,nd it may be some ti1J1e 

before we c.rrive et the solution; but in the mean­

time I understand the Forest is continuing much ns 

before. 

Very sincerely yours, 

JAMES B. CONANT 



April 11, 1935 

Dear President Conant: APR 121935 

Thank you for your letter of April 9th enclos­

ing copies of the two letters you have received from 1;:r. Wharton. 

I have only met Mr. W'harton once which was at the only meeting 

of the Visiting Committee which I have had since being its Chair-

man; this was last Spring. 

in the Forest. 

However, I know of his great interest 

I have been delaying having another meeting of 

the Committee until such time as I thought it would be of 

assistance in the problem. This may be a mistaken point of 

view and, in any event, I think we probably shoulJ have a meet-

ing some time this Spring. 

the middle of May. 

Ordinarily that would come about 

If we have a meeting, there will doubtless 

be inquiries from many regarding the future of the Forest, and 

it would be easier if I were authorized by you to say that the 

matter was in abeyance, subject to your developing plans for a 

coordinator. 
Mr. James has sent me an extract from your 

letter to him regarding Dr. ~errill. 

with him tonight. 

We are having dinner 

Yours faithfully, 

~ 
Dr. James B. Conant, President, 

Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 



April 19, 1935 
, I 

APR 221935 

My dear President Conant: 

Thank you for your letter of April 18th. 

I will endeavor to spend some time with Mr. Lowes and I 

lmow that he coulci be helpful in straightening out Iey- mind 

on the financial set-up. Unfortunately, I do not expect 

to be in Boston before May 11th and I hope this will be 

time enough. 

In view of what you say, I am going 

to continue to delay calling a meeting of Iey- Visiting 

Committee, but if you decide that between now and then 

that there is some statement of general ideas which can 

be made to them, I wish you would let me lmow, as I 

could then call a meeting at that time and inform them 

in general of the situation. 

Yours faithfully, 

)~ 

President James B. Conant, 
Harvard University, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear Mr. Lowes; 

April 30, 1935 

Mr. H. o. Cook, Chief Forester of the Department 

of Conservation and one of our early graduates, stopped in 

yesterday to j_nform me that the Department plans to locate 

one of the new c.c.c. camps on state land adjoining the Tom 

Swamp Block of the Harvard Forest. Since the amount of 

state forest land in Petersham is scarcely enough to support 

a camp, and since the Government has authorized the camps to 

undertake forest protection projects on private lands, Mr. 

Cook was interested to learn whether we would be disposed to 

take advantage of the opportunity to have some work done on 

the Forest at public expense. The kinds of work permissible 

on private land include digging water holes, the improvement 

of forest roads, the construction of fire breaks, and the 

con~rol of insect pests. There is no question whatever but 

that the digging of water holes in strategic places and the 

improvement of our woods roads would add grently to these­

curity and effic1ent administration of the Forest, but I re­

alize that these considerations may be outweighed by others. 

I should be very glad to have your opinion in this matter, so 

that I may give Mr. Cook an answer within the next few weeks. 

Mr. John w. Lowes, 
5 University Hall, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Very sincerely, 



lr. A. c. Cline, ksElstant Director 
Harvard Forest 
Petersham, f.iassachusetts 

Dear ~r. Cline: 

I have discussed v,ith ;,Ir. ~hattuck the 

.1uest1on oi' permittl:i~ the c.c.c. to do v,..;rk on the 

ilarvard Fore.st laud, and I aill surry to say that vie 

both feel thut it is n~t desirable to ctllo~ it to 

do so. We have been tryiug, thtw r~r successfully, 

to avoid receivL.g any c.1irect benefits from the 

te:.uporury instrWlle.at::1lities of tho federc:.l govern­

ment, ~no .;e thinit that this p.olicy outweighs any 

advantage::; W!1ich CO'..llci. accrue fror..1 receiving theu1, 

realizing that in this C:J.se they wo1.-:lc1 be subotan­

tial. 

Since1'0ly yours, 



H, H. TRYON, 
DIRECTOR 

~~BABCOCK, 
.,;_,-- SUPERINTENDENT 

THE BLACK ROCK FOREST 

CORNWALL•ON•THE-HUDSON, N. Y, 

i.c.y 11, 1935 

MAY l:J 1y35 
Dear Ji:n:-

';:'he do. tc --- J1_!TIC 9 --- of the 
o.edico.tion of the :Fisher :.:emorial at f,:}ter­
slimn is drar:inc near. I realize that you are· 
c;oinc; to be e ::_;rett:r bus:/ cup of tea at that 
tir.:e, but I do t.oi)e :rou will come and unveil 
the little ,1a~ue. oulo 1t be ~ossible for you 
to c;ive ne a "yes" or "no" on this between now 
anct Le.y 24? ii.s rou co.n easily appreciate, it 
r1ill crystallize 10.y :)lans trcr:1enc.iously. 

;~lso -- in case ~'OU can come ---
do you tl:int you st.ould say anything? I.'m not 
urginc; t1iis at ull; I'r,1 merely wondering if it 
would not ne-1·:e tr.e Jrot;rmn mo "·e co;:1:)lete and full 
if I first say ny l E tle say, then I call on you 
for the unveiling, which you tl1en do, and then 
Derha.Ds you should, so to speak, accept the me­
r.oriel. ·,:i1at c",o you tl:ink? It r1ould tal:e ne1:hans 
t~o sentences, I'~ ~retty vacue about Dha~ is -
correct procedure for snch f'tmctions, (;.nd I'r:1 quite 
~illinc to be suided by your nishes; but some of 
t:1e :.e::1cr io.l Committee feel tLa t tl'.·~ cere~.1ony really 
needs e. fern closin::; reme.rks, .Flea.Ge let r:1e know 
ancl if you vi ish I I llsend you draft of the ac:dress I 
)lan to r:'.ake. J • .3 .i.rn.es, '01, donor of the .:forest, 

may :err:o._os mal<:e a few opening rer.,arks. l:·ot over 
5-10 minutes at :aost; my t1ords won't te..ke over 10 
r;1inutes I know. 

Dr, J,D,Ce:nant 
.'

10.rvo:rd • ·n 1 vcro 1 ty 
C.:J.!•tbridc.;e, Lass. 

;.:; incerely ·---·-··· ······-

J~~ .Ne.¼'\~ : 

It is cviclently f;,)inc: to be c:i_uite a r;o.therin3, 
,_,J ----- '- \,,.~/ \..,,.,· \..-,-•"'---·- ~-- "-- ..._;_ '--"- .,__ _____. 

Tl I"" ni 
~ I l 1 t _'... ff 



liay 15, 1935 

Mr. H. H., Tryon 
T"nP. Blt:ck Fock Forest 
Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, Ne~ York 

Dear Hal: 

B.:.rring an &ccident I sh&.11 be th4;:re on 

June 9 and you. can go £ht:E-d on th, t b.,.sls. It I am 

there I suppose I should SbY something, ~nd shall 

plan to speak ebout fiv~ ru.lnutes on the past and 

future of the Forest 1n relc. ti.:>n to the r.hole Un1-

versi ty. I should be greatly plcosed i! y~u could 

send me a copy cf your 6ddress. 

'i:i th all good T.ishes, 

Verf sinc~rely yours, 

J 



.j. . • 

HENRY H. TRYON 
FOREST ENGINEER 

CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON, N, Y, 

(J;.J1t:-< iolJ ,r,, ,,(·. 
,) 

_;_ 110.ve y:·ur ·;;elccfae lc:tter of 
::t,y 15, 3.c.1vis'.nc tLat, 'oarrin~ s.cciclents, 
yet, cs.rt b0 on k,na. t..t .i. 8tqrsLtu,1 en ,Tune £. 
~-o:,sibly you heerc'c 111~, sish of :te1ief as I 
read it. 5ully for you. 

I en attc\cL >: a drc.f't of -,.;hat I 
ex·.·,ec t to cl'<! ---~, rouch draft. I cert a inly 
s1• 3.11 not enle..r.::;e "·c;~is. ::To:: :,cu:.:.· own viords, 
:;: l:.s.ve l!Ot sufficient pr ;sur.1~tion to t:dvise 
t:1e .;;·res. of the l.ni v. --- but I \'/ El .zo so 
:'er s . .s to sc;:, t}->_a t [.;_ nti:r::ber cf the :~2.':cic.1.w tes 
ot ti:e :_;crest ::::c:C.ool -.·101..:ld relish tle:pe.rtin:::; 
1'1·01:: t' is dedication -.;it~ ti::.e f 11elir. thnt 
t:.s lir.::·J.'.•J bctnecr: t:1e :.~crest c~ncl t:.e tniver,.. 
sit•' ,·.-:..s :1c:10efortt to be ::ore 01)enl" &dr:1i ttcd. 
c.nd~ sh::u··,l',c c.e:t:incd t:1(;;.n r1&s the. cc.se under 

~ . 
.. :;:. i.or1ell. I L~we s.:_-oken. 

~hunk you ever so uuch. I c~n nc~ 
breathe ee.sJ.ly. 

..:i inc ere 1:, :·c-ur s, _______ _. 

J~ -t:t- . ~'14t-v-o : 

:f 



··:e hnvc come t1ere to-day to honor, o.nd to Yir.:rpctuate 1n 
aimrl0 f,.1sll1on, the '10:nory of a rare porsona.11 ty. I do not 
find it al toeother ecwy to say nhnt I reol 1a fitting and 
npnropriuto. To inc.lul~e, in tl1io oirrq,le nlacc, 1n any lengthy 
ouloc;y ,·;ould be, l om certuin, 1.ioth ropw~rn.m t to you ----
nnd most uistnstoful to 1..1iok Fir;hcr. xou should. know tbat 
this r;.0:.1or ial ropreocnts the o-•,ontoneous r,10.n 11' ,:-station by 
tr.o :~1u::n1 01.· tho '-'nrvor.cl. 1~orent ~-'chool o'f thr1r ur.an1':"10UB 
o.timirution und loy~l o.f'feotion for our former Di1·eotor. or 
o.11 the nlcar.rn t t1oros in this Forcot, thiom,'>ot, whioh ho 
loved to vioit, tJ.Ua boon richtly oltoscn oa the moot fitting 
sito for the si.l:1ple tablet vihioh will shortly bo unveiled. 

It seer.JB entirely f1 ttinr; to roo.kc brief mention here ot 
the cliatinot scicutifio u0Llove1i1ento \'Jhioh \;;ere oryataUized 
undoi- h1a :ilffl directorship. Lo.ny ocntr1butiona to our lmow­
lodc;c ho.Ve been mado ni: ich have '1rovcd to be of such solid 
teohnioul and p1•uctic.:il value us to i-1lnce the profession ot 
forestry forever in hio debt. 'fhoy form a luatine monument to 
his aounct, yet utturly simple policy of ~,orl,l.n{~ 1n complete 
ha.naony with na tw.·o. Eis worJ>.a will be long renembered. 

Eut vio shall remombcr far more tho non himselt. The 
qunl1t1oa that lay in him v1hioh oo {rcatly onuca1•0,i hi.TJ to 
ua wore the typo tho.t ontluro. It hus boon so tr1Jly \'iritten ot 
hir.i · 1'.o \'10.s un iclcnlist ,·,1th tho lovo of beauty oo fill in:~ his 
life tliut, dec:)1tc hia g1.•out Gift of r-inkin.·~ all r:1on his friends 
he aoomed u little uno.rt from them l\ll." The nernory of the sim­
plicity, tho klnclly guncroaity, the <:aiet, unc1eratanc31Jl.g ·sym­
puthy, the puI1{:ent, oalty hur.1or, the erect r.'!cnta.l r;o~e, will 
not (]U1c'-: ly fncto. ·r-o mo, when with l11m, the sun aeffitcd to shine 
a little br3!:htor. ,,osooiution with him, oitbcr as teacher, os 
111•ofcosicnnl oollon,:-~ue or e.o friend carried ino,)iration of a high 
or<.lor. I think ,10 1~!0.Y o.11 rejoice that wo have bt:1cn permitted to 
kl:\OW u crcut toucher, a rare f1:·icnd, and n very gallant ccntle­
mun. 

~· 

Conclude by invi tin~ t"Ji ther 1,rooident ~onnnt or Dean George 
H. uhneo to unveil tho memorial. 



' ' \ 

iir. Benry H. Tryon 
Cwrm;£.ll-on-H udson 
N~\'i York 

4r. C1.mant has a~ked u1e to thank 

you for y-.:.ur letter Qf ;J,.ay 17 and for the 

&ttuched druft of wh~t you ure µla.nuing to 

suy at Petersham on June 9. 

Vecy sincerely y:.urs, 

HARPER WOOOWARU 

Secretary to the 
Pre::.luent 



UUllJERSlTlJ OF UEID HAIDPSHIRE 
DURHAffi, nEUJ HAffiPSHlRE 

COl.\..EqE OF Aq'R\CUl.'fURB 

Department of Forestrq 

Mr. Ja::ies 3rynnt Oonc.nt 
President of Harvard. University 
University Hall 
Ca.rn'brid.ee, He.ssachusetts 

?.!y dear P1•esident Conant:-

I e.n very keenly interested in the fut-nre of the Harvard :b'orest. 
I v1as !Jri vileced to stud.y the::·e r.nd. WR.s f;rr-nte.l ::>, 6..e.c;ree in 1930. 

The Hr'rvard Porest is an institution r.hich is rendering a o-eat 
service to the Forestry r>rofeflsion in the United Stc.tes. The type of in­
struction oi'fered, e.t )resent, is id.c~l for the forester vti th full under­
gro..d.u,.-,.te work. The o:o:)ortuni ty to :oer:'oru n.ct11.2.l work in the \700ds ru1d to 
observe ch'ln6es t8kil1{; '!)lrce follo·,tinr: vc,.rious kinds of treatnent is un­
equalled &.y11here in this section of the country. 

Tbis l"l'GC area of forest lr.nd unc'Ler scientific r.u,ncr,er.wnt at 
Petershara is looked. U:)On e.s n. r>ractical dm.1onctrri.tio11 of forestry by 
11rofessional ;;ien 2n6. la;ynen alil:e. We frec-.1.1.cmtly ht've tru~en grouns of 
peo11le fro•1 Hew H2,11)0'.1ire to o'bserve the work beinc :!)eri'or,:ied. r_t. the Harvard 
:Forest. The influence of the e::cellent work und.cr.,..my there is beint; felt 
throu.,~:hout the lfortheast. 

An e:>:celJent Get of records e,:izts for all o:perotions and with 
this <i.'ltP. r'.V"i12.·01e t"c .. e Fo:t.·est \·,ill be ·J.nic~ue ns 0. fielcJ lnborri.tory for the 
study of silvicultu.re. A o·ert deal of thou-:;ht F-nd. attention is no:•r being 
,;iven to the tre2.tment of for<:st lt>.?1cis on n l".l'{:e sea.le be.sis. The !-fo.rvard 
:l!'orost c.s it is no\',' orennized will f'ill a '.!.'enl need in traini:r_,; men for this 
field. of service. 

CSU:DH 

VC!Jlc/f;J."' 
C. S. Herr, Acting 
Extension Forester 



\:.r. ~~. C. Her-r 
Ds::,:,rt,uent of F'orGstry 
Univsr.si ty of u.-nv Hvir.psllire 
.Curhr,n., ti,,,\1 Hur:1p:shire 

De(J.r ~1·. Herr: 

receipt of your ii, tt•.!l' to him 01' Ma:, 

28, which ~111 bA brought to his 

utte11tion upon his return nt~Xt v,eek. 

Georet~ry to the 
P:n'!i;ident. 



HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 
(INTER•DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE SHEET) 

Cambridge, Masscu;hrisells 

June 13, 1935 

My dear Dr. Conant: 

Your saying in Petersham last Sunday that 
you wanted to have a word with me some­
time before making definite plans with 
regard to the Harvard Forest makes me 
feel that I should let you know of my 
summer plans. I am going abroad on June 25 
and shall be at home by September 2. If 
you want to have me come in to your office 
before I go away I shall be most ha?PY to 
do so, -- or if you and Mrs. Conant would 
~onor me by dining here any evening after 
next Wednesday it would give me great 
pleasure. Of course I realize that this 
is t'he very busiest tlme of year for you 
and that in all probability you are not 
ready for any discussion about the Forest 
in which I should enter. But, little as 
I really know of the concrete plans my 
husband had made and little as I shall be 
able to help, I am so 5nxious to be useful 
if I can that I want you to know when you 
can reach me. 

In September I shall have my Petersham 
house oµen and should love to have you 
and Mrs. Conant stay with me there. 
Please do not trouble to have this note 
answered unless you wish to get into 
touch with me before June 25. 

Msy I sny again how very deeply I appreciate 
the recognition you gave my husband's v1ork 
in your acceptance of the memorial tablet? 

Sincerely yours, Georgia P. Fisher 
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itr s. Georgia P. F'i sher 
Love Lune 
Weston, Yiassachuectts 

Jf:J dear llrs. Fisher: 

June 171 1935 

I am sorry to s&y that Mrs. Conc.nt &nd I &re 

leaving Cambridge iM.medi~tely after Commencement, and 

it will not be possible for u~ to h~ve the opportunity 

of seeing you this spring. There is no hurry a.bout the 

question of the Forest. No ml:;_Jor changes will be m.t,de 

for some time 0nd I shall h2ve ample opportunity to dis­

cuss 1.i th you the whole problem. I sh~ll look fonard 

to seeing you in the fall. 

It was a great pleasure to meet you at Peter• 

shr,m and I am so glod th& t a sui tc:.ble meoor1al has been 

pl::iced in the Forest. It will be E, perpetur..l reminder 

to all of your husbiind•s gre.2.t contribution to Harvurd 

~nd to the Forest. 

Ve-ry sincerely yours, 



ll-!r. c. S. H£-rr 
D€p2.rtment of 1''orestry 
University of tfov. Ifat1pshire 
.uurhruu1 New Hampshire' 

Dear u.r. Herr: 

Ur. Con~mt has asked me to thEt.nk you 

very much for the time ~nd trouble which you took 

in V'ri ting him nbout the Harvard Forest. He hes 

rend your critical comments with a great deal ot 

interest. It is his hope that the F~rest may con­

tinue under scientific mt.zu.gement &nd m&ke msny 

contributions to tho profession. 

iery sincerely yours, 

Secrett~ry to the 
President. 



f,1 • F. G. titillr'H:n 
.,•,r, ~,:;t r:'f.+;h r,t1·cEt 
N0;, Yc·rt, re~ Yo1·k 

Dour Di·. Stillltlr.n: 

July l_. 19Z5 

'Ihe me.·morit.l booklet to Dr. Fichrrd T. 

Fisher r-ehched t.his office durinE; the confu~;ion of 

Co!ill'lencement Week •. Ur. Cour.nt Wb.S tpprecit:tive ot 

ycur kindness in send int it to him, r:..nd -..~.s only 

sorry the. t he did not find. tioe to SEUd you his pcr­

sont;l thnnk!.5 before le~ving for t]isconsin.. He is now 

on his v:&y tc Fr.::nce e..nd V:ill r!ot return to this 

co'l.mtry ur..til the letter pr.rt of Septe.:;bE-.. r. Before 

lE.nving, however, he o~kcd me to tru.,.nk you very much 

for your kindness in sending him thiz booklet. He 

thought it was not only &.n excellent record of the 

·,• ork r:.nd history of the H&rvvrd F'orest but &.lso a 

fitting memorial to Dr. Fisher. 

Very s1:ncerely yours, 

Secretr.ry to the 
President. 



H, H, TRYON, 
DIRECTOR 

~ 

r: C-:o 
! (t./ .. A, L, BABCOCK, 

SUPERINTENDENT 

THE BLACK ROCK FOREST --- 7 h ~ . C-t>-·-...-4'~•-,l 

)(,, ;L'1.......Q._. 

CORNWALL-ON•THE•HUDSON, N, V, 

Dear Jim:-

This is a dreadfully delayed note to 
tell you how very t,:rateful I am to you for your 
hardihood in cominc; out to the Earvard Forest 
and hel:pinc; out on the dedication of the J?isher 
L~euorial. 'l'he Ler.iorial Cor;1L1ittee, and the alum­
ni appreciated sreatly havins you there; and I 
have hiocd a number of letters tellinz me how 
pleo.s ed. the men were \7 i th r:ha t you said. You 
did a grand good job, and I want :rou to Im.ow 
that I think so. 

ii.s to the future of t::-.e Forest 1 tself, 
I've been turnin.:::; this over in n:y mind for some 
time, and I shall sl,ortly write you &.ca in and at 
some s J.i_zh t lnngth. The c is t of this forthcoming 
~,hiliJ.,:pic is the. t J .. C .Cline is r.10.nif0stly out of 
:7lace us a Director. His strensth lies in teach­
inr:. He's not an administrator. C~.ine is ouite 
e.\·1a.re of this; he knor;s v:here his strong points 
are, and he.s intimated that he ·,wuld a::-preciate 
be.il:t; re.}.1-=:Yecl of the ex0cutive v1ork. I'll .send 
you all this before lone;. 

Dr. J.:E.Conant 
Harvard University 
Cambal' idge , l\:as s. 

i.:.iincerel~---;-------

J~ ~ -~~: 



July 9, 1935 

I,!r. Hcnr·y II. Tryon 
Tho ;c;i, c!~ :Rock Forest 
C~rm-·,all-on-tr.e-Hudson., Nev, York 

De::.r 1{r. Tryon: 

In Mr..- Conc..nt' s t,bsence fro1n c~.mbridge I 

v;ish to uc1mowledge the receipt or your letter to 

him of July 3. He does not plnn to return to 

t~1ls. country until the letter pr.rt of &eptei;tber, 

mid hr .. s left no eddress to which mail can be for­

~~rded. Your letter will be brought to his atten­

tion im;ciedia tely upon his return in the fall. 

Very sincerely yours~ 
,.,, HARPER WOODWARD 

··. c: . ( 

Secret;;::ry to the 
President. 



H, H. l'AYON, • '- ~-

DIRttCTOA 

THE BLACK ROCK FOREST 

'9-o-til.~,_ 
A. L, BABCOCK, 

SUPERINTENDENT 

JUL 12 1935 

CORNWALL-ON-TH£-HuosoN, N. Y. 

~CM k1c. l¾ ~~~~ ! -

L-f C>-1.¼_ ~ ~ ~ ,, a_~ 
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G~ ~ ~ 0:s-~ ~.__,\.._J.~~t -



J'u.l-Y 12, 1935 

:.:!r. Henry H. Tryon 
The Bluck Rock Forest 
Cornw~ll-~.>n-the-limison• New York 

Dear Mr. Tryon& 

Dr. ~errill is now ctt the New 

York Botc.tnical. G.;.rden, Bronx Park• New York 

City, and will in ~ll probability remain 

there until. the first of October. A letter 

addressed to him ti,ere should certuin.ly 

reach h1m in due course. 

Very sincerely you:rs, 

,· HARPER WOODWARD 

,, 
SecreturJ to the 

President 



.... 

Dear Jim:-

HENRY H. TRYON 
FOREST ENGINEER 

CORNWALL•ON•HUDSON, N. Y. 

July 18, 1935 

I've taken the liberty of nriting 
to Dr. ::E.D.:~errill about the Earvarc:. Forest. A 
COl)Y of LY letter is sent herewith so that all 
parties nay be fully informed. 

::-:01e I did not overste".) in writing 
direct, but since.you nere out of rea~h I thoucht 
perha:os it micht help Dr. L. a little. 

Dr. James E. Conant 
University Eall 
Ca:1 bridge, I.:ass. 

Sincerely, , 
__ -,.c-__ ------

J~ .. J.& -~~ . 



C OP Y - - - -

HENRY H. TRYON 
FOREST ENGINEER 

CORNWALL•ON•HUDSON, N, Y, 

July 13, 1035 

Dr. ;~.D.:,:errill, Director 
: .• Y. Botanic Garden 
::ronx i-0.rl:,. F. Y. 

i .. Tf. dear Dr. :.:errill:-

I am 00 in.:.; to ,,7r i te you 11 i th cons iderolble 
fr&nkness concernii1~ t:·.e Earvo.rd ]'ores t. Jick :s'isher vms 
one of my close friends, and I had the cood fortune to 
-;:atch that :::'orest "c;ror; up" under his care. Its future 
inter.sts ue deeply. 

It is my underste.ndin~ tl:a t one of your . 
:probleus is to locate 6. suitable successor i'or Professo1· 
Fisher. 4"t tte no1.1ent tl1e situation seens a bit cloudy • 
.n. • .:.Gline, .. ssi:stant ::)irector, hov; Lo.nc1lin: nE<tters at 
}eters1nn, is evidently not the wm for the Directorship. 
Cline is sn exceJ.lent technicEcl r.an, 2.nd I rnte gil'l a 
notch or ·t;-;ro o.oove tl:e e.vera;_;e in tench in . .:.; at ili ty. 1'ha t 
is ·;1l_i.e~·e_'.1~s stren/tl.l_J.ie~, ~r.1ct he ::1:10·.-:s it. :Te is not 
c.ll1 aw.i.1n1s-G1·utor; rce 1s, 1. t1~1nk, c_u1te 1:;.y;,..1re of this, a 
anc'c hes intlraated tl::.at he vwuld u_·preciste bein.; relieved 
of t~at ~ort of ~ork. 

The ne1·1 ;)irector shculd be, it see:.1s to :· . .e, 
a :.ci.n of ,.'ecsOi:able ·years c:,.nd ex:0e:.:·ience; he shoulJ. he.ve a 
forcst~r's b~ck~round; it is essential thLt he be cuite a 
tsctful, s.ccou_ lisLin:::; sort of rerso1:. ~:e ·:1ill hnve to deal 
ni th c ob bee'., unco:.:')roi.,ic, :.n~: scientists, ·.:i th hcn:y-llclnded, 
·y,';: ctie;al ·.:oo:;.s,.:,~n did ::.:G.r1-r.;.ill o,·•e:i.1 :.:.1tol's ( ·.rLc frecuently 
11e i tlwr l:nc1erstanc1 nor cz,re for tcch:niccu. ten) , ·.1i th -the . 
:1 co:,lc 1 iv i:~; in trie r'.'cwn of :: eters:1a1rc, ni th ll is :ca cul ty 
collco::ue:.:.ts, and occccs io,·,a.lly, :i: tru::;t, '.'/ i tl: .:_:art ie:::; · · osess­
in:; '.-;""1wrow, chcc'.~-bcoks. It do~sn' t s0era tc r1.e thc.t he 
n0cu 'oc cu cu tc;ton-.: :ins tcctn icnl forester. i·ersone.U. ty 
ond executive ability crnnbined ~1th a ~idc cultural hack­
grouncl ( so 1.co.ny foresters are such narrow chnps) with, if 
i 1O:Jsi ble, a goodly accluc:tintance o.i.wn~ tLe sort of foll--: whom 
Huey LonQ: pro;:;oses to tax c,rpee..r to be the chief' cp.18l i ties 
needed. ~.s r:: ~~r::,<1u1:,te oi' tLe Johooili, I rw·~urt.,lly incline 
to tLe tLo\\,ht of hcl'lln:.:; the new Dj.rector a .L'otc:r.·sht:m-
trr:, lned 1::(1n, 



" 

·::: C p y 

{/ust ·::·~c:-~re -,·,-e ~:.re t::> r· >,!-: tLis '1 ~- :r~ .. c~_ en 
is 1·.s.1·ci_ tc ~~::.::--. ·::c~1~~· . .:;~~e __ \s.i·a, 1~·2-0, _c~c1·1; ir. tl.e Ct:Cice 
C•f ~~}l(J i2~:.. ._;_ :2:~:i.r·s, :::~_i_r _ tc ~, . • :] • ( I:1ter :.or ~) t •) 
sse:.:s tc ... e~.1(~t1re u- .c':.-i=~~J:- ·.:ell. (.-ct::e~~-- ~:itt2e(_J0, 2-J1~--, 
1·,·; :".{: e:-~cellent j:cse:;r;_1·c~: r .. c.11, l=ti.t = .. 2~_i_e;.n_:; 1-~o i.c_~ :."'L.-~-- ,:::.~ 

i: .:.J_··_ 1.·o o t ed. t._ 'G t ::e t ·11 i 1.rer s i .l~ ::- .: 1.... ~::.:_if' c:cr~ j_~ • I. e\r ::; i~e t t 
:::rt-:.(Lle~:, 1-208, 11o~"i tet~cl1i11~_, (·_t t: .. c :l-:.. 1~.~:...n ~~01..1r1tc,.ir1 .3c:~ocl, 
1.:._ .. ~:cvil:!_c, ·ccr1r1., is c,. __ 'e2.·sc~_:_c,.·:11e c· , b~tt ~~ }:~~C,/! l:i.~Gtle 
c~Oo·L~.t ~-i~-- ctl1.c1~ (~11~--~_ifice-tior1s. <:.T.~~: •. ~cclid_~e III, 141 
· ill: :;treet, Loston, is a ,1eciclec.l~r C:'.)l,; fellow, 1Jt't he 
))''CT'),-::. t~o 1·--··'-orr0 s 0 · _.· ·'11·:. 1" c~,, .. ,,.,+'11· ···or\· :•t~r,lciT-::-_,...._._.; I._, t.., .LllJ~ ,__, lJ ---V. -• .. ___ ,_) ..__. ~.1.>J ,_ -- V- •;,,__ ,, .:.~ t V .._'--'--•'-'-J ......, e 

EtJ.1, 1209, 1:1ii_)•t bear lcoLinc u:), :::.lso JorJ2rt :.J .. rs:.:.all, 
Gl:ief ot ,ohe :.'or::st 3:.;rvice, C.ffice :~'l.' I110.ie.n .... ffe.irs, 
·:a.shin:__:te-n. ,T. 1:elsor: .. :~:2.etl1, 1920, ncn on the Cornell 
i;'&culty lms, to q' Lincl, &. :__:ood arr2.:· of the nee(~ed 
r.:.ua J.i ties. 

I feel that ue ~ust avoid installin~ a· an 
Hllo i.s ;:erely ;:, sort of 11 rou,_Lnec 'I for3St:.Jr and executive. 
·:,'e he.. ve to r-easure u·, to t·.-;en tv-seven :· :::c:rs cf clw.rninr:, 
cultivo.ted, sth1uls.tlns, lntellectu'..'..lly honest trs.dition. 
It is not easy. 

InoL:.entclly, 1;,. :.Gs.st, no'i: on the Forest 
Jtaf'f, b..:.s rcot been a succe:::s. ::e evi~er:tly cc.,~1:.ot teccl:., for 
very few of his s tuc~ents hL.ve cc:1:-::! .. eted their projected norlc 
1:i th hi~1; (..Hd l:is 2.tte:.1::.,,ts L.t rese:.:.rch just don't see~, to 
get clone. 

Plec.se let 1:1e him; if I can helr furtr:er. I 
nrite at sot1e len~:th t.,.nc. t!:us f::;>a~~:ly b,;c-:~use I've been in 
fab·ly close touch with Dr. Jonant ab~ut the vhole Datter. I 
we.s ctliout to ,;;rite hin alon. · th 2se linef, '.:hen the ne\lS of 
your v.::n,ointnent cE,t:e to h1c,i1d. rr..der se era te cover there 
GO es for'.1&rd to you a. copy of t~~e : :e;.,or :,s.l :·ullet in to :ro­
fessor lis::;.er. S.'lt is cG.:r·r ies fa brief, yet rather c 0:1::-lete 1:is­
tor:r ot th~ ;:s.rvard Forest ·;/i:ich Lay heJ.p you in rounding 
out tLe :)ictm'e• .. s I s&id 'nefore, the ·.,elfare of the :·e.1,varr, 
For:::st int3rcsts r."e very nuch indeed --- nncl Etr,:.rthinc that I 
can clo to c.ssure its efficient m:d cder:_i,"--'te ht.nc.lin3 ·;;ill be 
o. ttended to ;iron::.,tly o 

Yours v0ry tr1.1ly, 

1·enr:,r ;:. 'i'ryon. 



July 20, 1935 

i.lr. H0n:cy H. Tryon 
Carmkll-on-Hudson 
lfo~1 York 

Dear J.Ir. Tryon& 

In the absence of Mr. 
Con:.,nt in Europe I wi::;h to 
.::cl-:n:·,wlodge \i.ith tr~~;nk~ the 
receipt of four lettor of 
July 18 (,mi t~i'.~ e:r:.closec c:,py 
of y•.,1t.l' letter to Dr. ilerrill. 
I ;:,L, 11 s~H-; tri.~ t they ;;. .re 
u1·011-1_;ht to frir. Coti...nt•;;. 0.tten­
ticn up.:in :,.J,13 l'8tu1·n. in kie l'.::tll. 

\ 



·.-a~PHONE SEDGWICK 3-3200 

THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 
BRONX PARK (FORDHAM BRANCH P. 0,) 

NEW YORK, N. Y, 

PRESIDENT 
HENRY W. DE FOREST 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
HENRY DE F. BALDWIN 

JOHN L. MERRILL 

Mr. J'. w. Lowes 

DIRECTOR 
DR. ELMER D, MERRILL 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
DR, MARSHALL A, HOWE 

5 University Hall 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

July 31, 1935 

TREASURER 
JOHN L, MERRILL 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
HENRY DE LA MONTAGNE, JR, 

I shall be very greatly obliged if you or some 
member of your staff could give me the approximate amount 
in the present endowment and reserve of the Gray Herbarium. 
I have been asked by the editor of "Science" to write a bio­
graphical sketch of Dr. Robinson, and I note on page 353 ot 
:Morrison's volume on "The Development of Harvard Uni ve rs 1 ty" 
that in 1929 the endowment had been increased to about 
$345,000.; I believe that at least one bequest ot $100,000. 
was received for the Gray Herbarium after 1.:orrison's work 
was published. I wish to use figures, if this be permissible, 
in a paragraph covering Dr. Robinson's service to the Gray 
Herbarium. 

Very truly yours 

~. . •,;" 
't..-tO~~ 

E. D. Merrill 
EW/GMS 



Dr. E. D. 1errill 
Uew York B_yt:.nical G,~r<ien 
Bronx P.:.rk (fordhwa. Br::.nch P.O.) 
N~w York, N2w York 

Dc.-,r Lr. !.ierrill 1 

In the ~bsence oi' 
~r .... ov.es I ,,.i.sh to , .. ckn0wl0clge 
tne rLceipt of y~ur l .tter of 
July- ~ 1 ·,, hi ch I ~h-:,ll se0 is 
or::u6ht to i·.ls ~tte11t1on v.r!en 
he i~ iu t:le off lee next r.-eek. 

Very truly Y'.J'J.rs, 

Sccr,~tc.ry 



Dr. ElE:U• r:. :.-:o'r•ill 
The New York Botwuci;l Gi:-.rc.en 
Bronx ?"'.rk (For6.i1,,1u Br Hi.ch P. 0.) 
New York, NE:Wi York 

Uy dear Dr. Merrill: 

August G, 19;:,5 

I h:.,ve returned frolil an Ebsence of seVt:ral 
di.ys t;o find. your lc-; tter of July 31. 

The Emdo'frment of the Gray H:~r~.arium 11...~s in­
creased substntir.lly ::::ince 1829, anc. on June 30, 1935, 
it ~.uoU.ni;ed to ~,f:>2G.,o9f. The c:-.CCUL1W..::.t1:J .surplus of 
income .from current O)er,:tions h;:;d reciched on the So.ill8 
date a total of aµ?roxiuc.tely 423 1 000. I t.t.1 n~t able 
to supply the ex!:,Ct figur·e bec&u~e t.he book::, ure not 
yet entirel7 closed. 

·1:e hcvc· received from Dr. Cline a tentc. tive 
s:.;l.~ry sheet of the H::..rv~,rd Forest for lDZ,5-36. It 
involves the .:,;;:;lc:..cies of ~Z:500. to Dr. Cline r1s 
hssi3tant Director., ~3bOO. to Assi&t~nt Professor Gust, 
r.nd ~3000. to L--:.:.:tri.lctor ao.sley. 'l'hcso fi 0ures r.re all 
,ct the r·"'te i,hiC!'l ::.pplied lest ye:::.r_ exce~t t..il .. ~t Mr. 
Hosley \,i;S c.:.bS611t on hilli' s,~ltiry. l)o )'Oil \;iSh this 
list to go cilc~d. to the Corpor.:..tion for ~ction bt its 
first 1:1eetin6 in Septeni.oer, or w.,.,y you v-,ish to recoU!.!:iend 
SOli.10 ch~a.nges befort~ that time? 

Yours very truly, 

j, ~... U)li!' i:.S 



, ELEPHONE SEDGWICK 3•3200 

,., 
THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 

BRONX PARK (FORDHAM BRANCH P. 0,) 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

PRESIDENT 
HENRY W, DE FOREST 

DIRECTOR 
DR. ELMER D. MERRILL TREASURER 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
HENRY DE F, BALDWIN 

JOHN L. MERRILL 

Mr, J. W. Lowes 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
DR, MARSHALL A. HOWE 

JOHN L. MERRILL 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
HENRY DE LA MONTAGNE, JR. 

August 7, 1935 

Thanks for your letter of August 6th. I have given 
some attention to the Harvard Forest situation and have discussed 
matters with several graduates and others familiar with the situa­
tion. I cannot make any definite recommendations at this time and 
I therefore sugbest that the proposed salari ea for Messrs. Cline, 
Gast, and Hosley be recommended to the Corporation for approval. 
This wilL leave matters in status quo until I shall have had the 
opportunity of familiarizing myself with the whole situation. 

I am leaving for London on August 16 and Will be back from 
Amsterdam on Septemoer 18. 

EDM/LDS 

Hastily,,\:, (/r~ 
E, D. Merril_ 

Director 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dr. James Bryant C'onant, President 
5 University Hall, 
1;1arvara. University, 
-ambridge, Massachusetts. 

Dear Sir: 

.august 24, 1935. 

----------~-, 

On November 10, 1934 I wrote you suggesting some 

poss1bi111.,ies 1 o:a. appointment as Director of the Harvard Forest. 

Since I have gotten to know h1m bet.t.er, I cannot. i:euommt::nu 

~r. o.A. Graham for the position. While I like Dr. Graham 

very much personally, .1. fina t.nrot. ne is not a-ole i:.o get along 

well with students and such a shortcoming would be especially 

Dea. at. .1: etersnam wne:i.-e .r·elations between the students and staft 

are so intimate. 

1ours very truly, 

,Lll.)~-. 
R.W. ttosl , 

Instruct • 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

. '(. ' W. l .Lerton, 
August US, H1oE,, 

T'r, ,Tohn ·.·!, Lm·res, Financial Vice-President, 
~nrvArd DniverRity, 
C9mbridge, Mass. 

Dear Yr, Lowes: 

'I'ho f:l.nancial report on the l<'orest for the last 
fiscal year has be~n forwarded to me here at Millerton, 
where I run taking a vacation, I must say at once that I 
regretted seeing such a large doficit, not because I feel 
that we \'tasted any money but becRuse my understanding with 
you was that it would not be so large. I believe that 
wri tlng off a nur,1ber of old accounts recel vable and buying 
a nerr truck account for most of the excess over the amount 
mentioned in our conversations during the year. I did 
spend considerably more than usual on building improvements, 
including a gift of ,'?500, and on the library, but I believe 
such expenditures were well v:orth \'thile. Our headquarters 
building and its facilit1.es for lnstruction and research 
are most certainly nor: in better condition by far than at 
any time during my thirteen years of conr:ection ni th the 
Fo1•est. 

It has been bipossible fo1• me to give much time as 
yet to reorganizing our accounting system, but I shall do 
all that I can before the October 31 1•eport. 'l'here are a 
nu::1ber of points in this connection \'lhich I shall need to 
discuss \'Ii th you and i.lr. 'Paylor, but bofo1·e uoing so I want 
to f!.,O over everything in detail Vii th 1.1r, Hosley, who, as you 
know, has done most of the bookkeeping at the Forest for a 
number of years. 

Very sincerely yours;· 

~ 0. p_p~ 
Assistant Director-"" 



? 

:Ar. H. \~. Hoslny 
lH-.rv: ... :.."'tt ~~orcst 
i?ut (' r :: h:~:11, :i: .. ~:.: 1...chu~et ts 

ceipt llf yout· let t.. r 0f !A r hich ,:ill 



1ir. 1,lbert c. Cline 
Hnrvard :F'o:rest 
?etersham, IJassachusetts 

~y dear ~r. Cline: 

August 27, 19Z-5 

I think the expenses which run up your 

deficit last ye1:J.r v.ere either necessitous or 

provident, and that you will sturt the coming 

year in better shape for their having been ma.(ie. 

The over-run from the figure on v,hich I had cal­

culated was nolllinal 1 and I &ssuroe that the neces­

sity for OV1:?r-runni11g which existed this year will 

probubly not exist in that which we are ente~. 

I hope you have hhd a pleasant s~nmer. 

Sincerely yours, 

•• J. W.il 
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' SURGICAi.: SECTION 
• 1'0f" 

DR){l.iGH CABOT 

\. 
,,,1•; 

Pr,.~•~Pnt J~~er B. ConAnt 
Hprvar,1 Tlrd_,.,.rsity 
r:nrnbri ,lrf,.: Hr, s s:,.nhu<i'li;+s 

MAYO CLINIC 
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SEP 101935 

I h.,v,. J r>ni:; been i.nterester'! in a purely amnteur "'"·Y :l.n the 
H<trvarr1 j;<'('lr<>st. '·fy •nt_,r,.~t arose lnr;:!ely through knovdnf< Prof es so.,. Fi shi>r 
anr1 also fr('I~ a ~en~ral intPrest in the ~roble"1'l of forestry, anr'! ~nrtirul~rly 
'ts relAtions to other social ~n+ivities. T •hould be intnrest,,d in An¥ 
infl'r,..,ation ,r:-dch :vou thin)r it :--rnner to c;ive "le in re::ar<l. to your )1lans 
for thn r1•ve1o~Ment of th•s div{qion. I nsk ~nt ~1-~lv out of curlosi.+¥, but 
be,.:nse i.t SCP"1S to ...,e that there i.<1 a very d,.fin•t,. o:'.':rort11ni.t:;r h,.rn for the 
+yin~ i.n nf this ,Uvidon ·,rith v•ry ...,,,nh ,-rit1er ar,ti.":"iti"'s of +he Uy,hrr:-rsity. 

T h~r'! an o~~ortunity this sum.,er of r'!lqnus~int the ..,atter 
,..ith a. frienr1 of riine ••rho h~s 'lnent h•~ Hfe in +h-l.s ~-,ork, n f:dr ,wn~ortion 
of it in connen+.ion .-rith the for,.stry division of th,. Un'ited State'l r.overn"len+.. 
Pls view~ ~nt~reHtnA Me suffiolently so that J asked him to nut the~ on pR~er 
nnd enclose hernwith R AO"Y• Jf you shoul1 be intprnsted in nny further 
1•~elo~Ment of h4s ~iews, 4+, could be ~n!ily nrrnn~eA. 

hot~+. 

Encl. J. 



Dr. Hugh Cubot 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester. Minnesota 

My dear Dr. CabQt: 

Iri Mr. Con~nt•s absence from Cwnbridge I 

wish to ecknowled'.;;e the receipt of your letter 

and the tmclosed comments on Forestry [it Ho.rvard. 

I shall bring these to Mr. Conant's attention 

upon his return to the office next week. 

Very truly yours, 

.Secretary 



Dr. Hufh Cc:, bot 
l:i;:yo Clinic 
Rochester, Minnesota 

Deur Dr. C ... bot: 

Geptember 171 1935 

On returning from tv,o months in Europe I 
find your li2 tter of Septerr:bor 4 on :ny ctcsk. I am 
very glu:i indeed th::,_ t you 1::-re interested in the Har• 
vr.rci Forest rnd grec.tly oppreci,~te.your kindness in 
'w'fri ting me. I she., ll tt' ke pleci sure in reading the 
rem,,rks on forestry vt Hr,.rvcJrd v.hich you hc:.ve for-
1>.trdcd Lnci see tht. t they arc r.lso rend by those con­
-nected vdth the probl&m here. 

\":"e ht0 ve delt.yed ~pµointing c director of 
t.!1c l!,,rvrrd ForGst until v.e hc:..d mE.de fu1·ther progress 
on the i'.hole ?robler;i of coorc..inc:: ting our bot,;;nicul 
uni ts. J-.s you mc.y hbVe het:rd, \1.e h,.ve he.d the good 
fortune of ~,ecurin5 the 'H:r·vices of Dr. "~rrill of 
the Nm'< York hot;,nici,l C.1ardens, who will collie to us 
o.!:> Cooruin::. tor of botc:..ny. One of the first probler.1s 
\:·hich we shE,11 <ssk him to inVE·stigc:.te is the stc;tus 
of the lkrv;c~rd Forest, ho\, iGS development c;;,n be 
furtr1ered, :~nci ho~ it cr..n be m,:d.e f1n in tegri;;.l purt 
of our v,llole bott-nict:l resebrCh unit. I c.!ti sure you 
Y,ill t·gr1::e t:m.t r.hctever LlfJY be thE· proper dtvelop­
mdl.t from the purely fore~try t~nglc, there is very 
little use or our n.:ving & HbrV&rd forest unless it 
.is conrn.:cted 'f-ith other ~spects of the University. 
The J1r$t p'(:-rson to v.hom I Sht'.ll :;hov, your letter is 
L-r. )Jcrrill. 1 ~w.e1 it t:111 probi.bly be so:ne tililo bGfore 
re tfH_.k,(7' [,n.y further decision f,bout the Forest. In 
the t:,evn'timc, if you he:. Vf: &ny i11forilll. tion or lde:= .. s I 
should b,; very glt.d ind(~eu to h,1ve you send them to me. 

li th ull good wishes, 

Very :::ir1cerely yours, 

j 
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Cambridge, .Afassadzusells, U.S.A. 

CHARLES HERBERT GREENE 

PAUL DOUGHTY BARTLETT 

President James B. Conant 
5 University Hall 
Cambricige, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Conant: 

September 50, 1955 

A few weeks ago I had the privilege of escorting 
my brother, Chapin Jones, who is now Professor of Forestry in 
the University of Virginia ano. formerly State Forester of Virginia, 
on a visit to the Arnold Arboretum and. the Harvard Forest at 
Petersham. At the Arboretum .Professor Faull guided us around and 
at Petersham Mr. Cline and Professor Gast performed a similar 
service. These gentlemen were extremely kind in explaining to us 
in considerable detail the experiments end researches in progress. 

On our way home nr:, brother told me that his 
impressions of what he had seen were extremely favorable. He had 
visited the Forest more than a decade ago as a guest of Professor 
Fisher. He says that the research program with its field experi­
ments started by Professor Fisher in the Harvard Forest is the 
most importm1t scientific v,ork in forestry now going on in the 
United States. Since these experiments require decades for their 
completion and interpretation he regaras it as extremely fortlUlate 
that they are being carried forward by young men who are both 
competent professionally and sympathic disciples of Fisher. 

I run V1ri ting this note because I thought you might 
be interested in the opinion of an outside professional Forester 
who, although a graduate of the Yale Forestry School, cheerfully 
acknowleoges Fisher's leadership in the profession and believes 
that Harvard is likely to maintain that leadership under his 
successors. 

Sincerely yours, 

GJ:DB 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

:-.leptember 30, HJ35. 

i,11'. J8Jne s !-3. Conant, President, 
Hai•v2rd University, 
Cmnbridg'.e, i,iasC'.'o.chusetts. 

hly dear Kr. Conant: 

OCT 2 1935 

Dur:i.n1~ the past yet=tr a com,d t tee o~ th,3 Society of American 
Foresters, headed by I,:r. H. H. Chapman, Presiu.ent of the Society, 
h11s undertaken an analysis of the schools of forestry in the United 
States, as of 1934-35, It~ chief purpose was to determine which 
schools should be included in tho I approved II class. ( '11 0 become a 
member of the Society one must possess at least a bachelor's de­
gree from a school approved by the Council of the Society.) 

'l'he com:1:i ttoe has no,·1 conpleted its report, v:hich includes 
all of the schools in the country, both graduate and undergraduate, 
and has made tt available in f\l,irneographed form to the hends of the 
schools. Since the method of grading is based upon all measurable 
factors af~ecting the efficiency of instruction, there are the usual 
lengthy and somewhat complicated tabulations v:i th allowances, re­
ductions or adjustments for this or that, and certain arbitrarily 
chosen norms, which are open t_o criticism. but, by and large, the 
report is a very conP,1endable piece of work. 

In the table of finnl grades the Harvar<i J?orest is given 
'73 per cent., which is some twenty per c0nt. lov:or than that arrived 
at for the lar~e forestry schools such as Yale, Syracuse and hlich­
igan. Our weal-:-nesses are not inherent, h0\10ver, llut rather of such 
a nature as to be quite readily corrected, chiefly through a some­
what larger staff and increased financial support. 

hlr. Cha~nan has just uritten the heads of the forestry schools 
to learn if there are any objections -to publishing the Conuai ttee I s 
findin(;;s in a sopnrate pamphlet. 'l'he printed re})ort would o:ni t a 
statement of budge t;s. P<n'sonally, I believe the publication of the 
report will prove extre.:iely helpful to tho advnncemlrnt of forestry 
education in A:norica., but, before replying to Lr. Chapman, I thought 
lt \'.'ell to inquj.re whether the University has imy ol.Jjoction to the 
publication of such material by a professional society. If you de­
slre to see the report, I should be glad to forward my copy. 

Very sincerely yours, 

-t-7 

Ass1.stlmt l)j_rector 



)h•. A. C. Cline 
Hc:rvc.rd fornst; 
?etershbm, u~~o~chu6~tts 

Oc '::.ob,:r t, l9i.',5 

In M~. C0niut•~ eh~cnce fro□ c~mhridge I 
\1is~1 to :. m~no' .. lr:l<l,;P. the :t''-"cr.ii1,t of your lotter 
of ;:;ep t.~?,c:rJ'.!r ?0, '.".'.:lich I ~h: 11 :::ring to his 
r, tt&nt • .!.011 i.l..:')On 11:l;;:. 1•,_,t~urn rn,:xt \;e1:-)k. 

V·:..::y tx·uly yours, 



Dr. E. D. ~errill 
Gr.:,y Herbi-rium 

Dear Dr. Merrill: 

October 7, 1935 

Yr. Conont h;_;_ s :,.sked m(f to forw&rd to 

you the enclosed lFtter from Professor Jones of 

the Chemistry Dep(.crt,nent v:hich contc::ins some inter­

esting comments on the work being done at the Arbo-

1 .. etum l!nd the Hurv::.rd .Forest. 'iiill you be good 

enough to return it for our files. 

Sincerely yours, 

Stephen H. St~Ck?ole, 
Sec1·et.:,ry to the President. 



Oct.cb~r 7, 132,5 

ProfE-~'~or Grii:r.Ell Jone& 
}:~ llir,ckr out 110 

Denr Professor Jones: 

Ur. Con&.nt hc.s usked me to acknowledge 

¥•.1th thanks the receipt of your le:tter of Septom-

/ bt:::r 20 reg&rding lour tr other's reuction to the 

.-ork being done &t the Arnold J.rboretum i:nd the 

H:o.rvard 1"ore::;t. Ile Wc:,S ve1•y much interested in 

your lette:r ..-,nd hi.s -.sked me to .for....,.::.rd it to Dr. 

r. lJ. Merrill, tha new Coorciina tor of Bot,.ny. 

Cincerely yourn, 

S tc ;Jlum a. S tt: clrpolo, 
Secretr,.ry to the President. 



T 

M.r. Jc. c. Cline 
Herv<,rd Fore.st 
Petersh&I:1, Mc s.:.:.;,chusetts 

Deur ~r. Clinei 

I om so1·ry to hf,Ve bi;en afilr.:yed so long in 
c.USY-T:ring your letter oi' .Seµtember 30. 

I see no po3sible objc.,ction from the point 
of view of tht' UnivPrsity to h.-:vini Zfr. Chapmun pub­
lish his survey, orovided &a you s~y it ooes not 
contl.in the finr.ncit.l st1Jtement of th8 He1rv,;rd For­
est. I u,1 sorry th::..t the f0re~t 'r."l:S ,-riven th€ r,nk 
of 73, but fM not rt ~11 surprised. Lfter oll, we 
.:.re not & foresti .'T school in the ordim•ry sense of 
the v,orci; t;no nis re.ting nm&t h::;ve been brsed to 
some r:xtEnt more on the point of view of producing 
" grerr t m.t!!lber of fo:rt~stfJrs thn1 on the: t of scien­
tific Y:ork. I she,ll be gL,;d to see the report -..hen 
it is printed. 

Very sincerely yours, 

j/\MES B. CONANi 



Copy to ¥r. Lo~es for his infor~htion 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

JEROME D. GREENE 
SECRETARY TO T ►IE CORPORATION 

10 UNIVERSITY HALL 

Dear Ernest, 

October 24, 1935 

The President has seen your plbns and he 

told the Corporation this week thbt the anonymous 

donor was prepbred to go a~ead with the 1908 Fence 

and Gate. The President is of course very glad to 

look forward to the early co~pletion of the Fence, 

und you will doubtless receive a com~unication before 

long from Harry Shu ttuck or from !.tr. John W. Lowes 

with regard to any points that may need to be settled 

with reference to the construction plQnsa I assume 

th&t it will be quite s&tisfactory fro~ your point or 
view to deal with these gentlemen directly; but, if I 

can be of any further service, you will of c:mrse let 

me know. 

Dr. Ernest G. Stillman 
~5 East 75th Street 
New York, New York 

Sincerely yours, 

JEROME D. GREENE 



it1r. Chc.1.rles £1.. Coolidge 
Coolicige, bhe/ley, B,1lfinch & Abbott 
l CoJ.rt t;treet 
Boston, ~a6olichusetts 

De,:.r iJ.r. Coolidge: 

October 26, 19:::.5 

You ~robc:..bly reme:.nber th;.. t .::;.n 0.w.mymou;; cionor 
,)l.:.amec. sever,11 yei:J.r:. c..go t,; com;1lete tlrn iron fcmce ~round 
the Yard J.no to bu.ilo. ;.;.n Eliot ule;iioriul gatt:h,, .• y, .:,;nu that 
... fter the fo,..indation~ hmi been L ... id the i)rGs..,ure of other 
coGllilitw.ent.::: prevented h~m from cor::ipleth.;; the gift. It 
no,·, &Vi)e._;;r;; th.:-.t th<'.: (iunor i5 .i.n .:~ ~;ooition to t<ike the 
:il,~tter Up \,he.re it y;(!L, luft Ll lDiSl. 

The Ll.iot .aiemorir.l Gfate was designed to ,:;o ut the 
entrur1ce to the cirlve~.t"-Y of the Pre::;ident' s hou~e. The 
g&r:.;.ge 1:.tti.iched to the Pre::ildent • s h0 ,.ise hus been b,iilt 
;;;iuce the plan~ werH ,:,uoe; Ulci ti,ii:; g.:.,r'"'-i,;t:: ls so 1 ,ro,:dnent 
i'roLU ~u.incy btreet tllat ~1.ny &ute \'.hich ls n·:iv. built at 
th~,t lochtion cun sc .. ircely be iiiorc to the eye tlu.i.n an 
entrc-.liCC to tbe gar~ge r~ther thL.n to the Ynrd.. In cast-
ing &bout for a pos.;ible ;.;.ltcrn.:_itive loc:::ti..m, I fet:l (;.;Jite 
dc~finitcly thut a yede~trlan t_;;.-.te 1,: the fence ju~,t to the 
·,,est of the olu ,li .. ·Jgg ;Juse:.cl on the µrolongntion of the axis 
b0unded on tl1e west by Doylston, ~'.'eld, University ,.nd Thay,}r 
::,nd o~~ the eiwt by Widener Library, the IJeIJor 1:11 Cl1c,pel, -lnd 
tne •;)lu f::>gg :.Jusew:i ·.wuld be both ap;)l~opric1tc: , nd convenh~nt. 
It is ll.'Jitt: cL,~c t,) the g:,te 1rnt',;een HoL,ortb.y <.!.l1C. Thny .. :r 
Hc~lls, but this ig nJt u.p_parcnt fr-0,:i. tne Yltrd :Jide, und I 
do uot seo thnt lt v,ould be unre~1~0uubly so fr0.u the ..\.emo­
rl~l u~11 Delta side. 

I do not i:~nO\, ~.-hetn,,r yoa Sa\·; the ,.Jrlgirn\l L)lans 
:.rl1cn were 11rep.:.;re<1 f,H' tile dori.:.ir ;;,y C1•0.in & f, rguson. I 
::;hot.2ld. J.i~ts y .. ' .. l to se~: them, '1.!Hl tt1e ultt)r-n .. ,ti ve ~ite 0.s 
.'iell.; lctm':. I hope· th;;--'t if J•Yu ~wv0 u Ct1unce to co,::e out to 
Cn,;.ibrld[:e, y ,;u \,ill let ,Je ;..:uov1 s0 tnnt I C.!.in .sho,, thu;;i to 
you. 

0inccr0ly yours, 



Dr. hrncst G. (.tillroan 
45 ~-st 75th btreet 
N~w York, New York 

Dear Dr. Stillm~n: 

Oct0ber 28, lJ35 

I believ(~ Uwt :\Ir. Greene has told you 
that I ·;,0uld -,,rite y0u in reg,.,rct tJ the cornpletion 
of the Y:-;rd f-:nce ,d1c. the Y..liot ...ie:.1ori<'il Gc.l.te to 
be carried Jut Uildt'r y ::,r eenero;.:s t{ift in the nume 
0.f the.ClEJ.s~ of 1~08. 

One or two point::; urize about the 1")1.ms 
upon which I believe ,.e ;.1houLu cor1sult y,Jur chosen 
.;rchitect. ,i.s ,,lr. J:,'letchGI' ls HO lon~er ,•;ith the 
oi'i' ice 0.1.· Cram &. Ferguson ~ind i~ c::..r1·y lng on :,ls 
i,ork indepenoently, I ·,;JJllh::r wncti,cr yo .• v,i::;h us 
to consult hi.-.1 otl these ,1c:,tters or t,:; c0:,sL1lt the 
office of Crail & Ferg,uson. 

I get the itnpres:c;ion fro,n ,lr. Greene th,,t 
y0u ·,;ill exi>eCt the \,0rk to be ClJ,J? betv,eeu now 
;_~nd Co1tw1euce,nent. ~h,):Jld we go .:.,'leod on tnls rss­
~·c1u1ption? 



Crwu & Ferguson 
248 Boylston titre t 
Boston, ~assachusetto 

Gentlemen: 

I believ:_; thu.t i..,i·. Ernt:st G. L.tilln1un hus 

i\Tltten y:)~1 ·,.,ith r,c.:g:::..ru t0 his i1lte11tio!l ,.Jt' ccrnpletlng 

the Eliot iewori2l Gate and that p0rtlon of the fence 

uround the lkrv--'rd Yard 1'0r .-, ::ich the f·.:)t.md;.:tions ~.ere 

laid sever~l y~ars ago. Au there clre u n~nber of 

quentio11s on \linlch r1·e sh,.:>Uld like y:..J.r ::dvice, I &hall 

be 0bliged if you v,ill get .ln t•.J ,ch .,1th my office to 

Yourr; v,~,ry truly, 

J. w. Lc~::•,~s 



CHESTER A. BROWN 
GODFREY K. DOWNER 
CHARLES L. 0UF"FY 
JOHN A. ROOT 

CRAM AND FERGUSON 

ARCHITECTS 

2 48 BOYLSTON STREET 

RALPH ADAMS CRAM FRANKE.CLEVELAND 
CHESTER N. GODFREY ALEXANDER E. HOYLE 

;,ir. J. W. Lowes 
Financial Vice ~resident 
fi University Hall 
Earvard University 
Cambridge, ~ass. 

Dear .1hr. Lowes: 

BOSTON 

November 19, 1935 

rince our return from the conference this morning, we hav0 
exaCTined our specification fer the fence, and find that 
several adjustments need to be made therein to bring it up 
to the best preeent-day practice and to fulfill the agree­
ments reached during our conference. A copy will be for­
warded to you as soon as it is revised. 

Di<t. 
C .i~. G. 

Very truly ~,ours, 

CRAiii AN[. F'ERGUSOH. 

BI C .Y\·C\~ 
•. 



E. G, STILLMAN, M. D. 
48 EAST 78TH STREET 

NltW YORK 
N, Y, 

liir .A .L.Cline., Acting Director 
Harvard Forest 
Petersham, 1,•iassachus etts 

Ifi.y dear Mr.Cline: 

~:{,·-0\), ').. l, 
-January 7 .,-1935 

As you lmow, Guernsey and Pitman have 

been engaged for some years in making a group of 

forestry models vrhich I had hoped to have installed 

in the Fisher Museum at Petersham. Unfortunately the 

depression has so curtailed my income that the erection 

of the Fisher Museum and the accompanying Shaler Hall 

at Petersham had to be indefinitely postponed. As the 

completed models are technically my property and have 

never been officially donated to the University, I 

was considering how best to present them to too University. 

Although my original idee. was not to allov, these works 

of art to be on public exhibition until the museum Vias 

completed and the models installed, circumstances have 

altered my dream. The approaching 300th anniversary 

of Harvard University would be a very appropriate tim3 

to place the completed models on public exhibition. 

I have consulted Professor Oakes Ames 

and Dr.Thomas Barbour on this matter. They are very 

anxious to have these models exhibited in the University 

Museum as pa.rt of the exhibits for the 300th a1miversary. 



A.L.Cline 

E. G. STILLMAN, M. D, 
46 EAST 75TH STREET 

NEW YORK 
N, Y, 

-2-

i•:;y only hesitanc~r in placing these on exhibition in 

the Universit-;J l.iuseum is thnt too great a pressure 

might be brought to bear to lev.ve tlle exhibits there 

permanently and prevent their removal to the Fisher 

l,1useun: of l•'orcstry in Petersham as, if, and r1hen the 

Fisher i,.useum ':Tere built. I ti:ink this objection 

might be overcome if tbe models all carry labels 

worded, 11 :From the Fisl:er Collection, .: .. arvard Forest". 

I( Accordingly, I hereby anon~o~ly present to 

tl:e President and. F'ellov,s of Hai•vard college, fo1• the 

use of the Harvard i.•or•est and \'!ith the stipulation that 
·~ 

the said models be permanently installed I.rt). ·;;he Fisher 

h~useum if and v;hen u suitable place has been provided 

at tl1e Forest, tbe following co1;1pleted forestry models: 

Ho. 1 
Ho. 2 
:;o. 3 
i.;O • 4 
to. 5 
1;0. 6 
110 • r/ 
lio. 8 
Ho. 9 
ho.10 

Primeval i."orest •••••••• ~i:5 ,ooo 
~arly Settlers ••••••••• 2,500 
Height of Cul ti va. ti on. • 2, 500 
a.bo.ndonod l•'Hrl:l...... • • • 2,675 
Sai:r i::ill •••••• •••• ••• •• 3 1r15 
~lash ••••..•.•.•••••••• 3:400 
Present Day •••••••••••• 3,250 
Birch. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2, 900 
/lar:ti:ng............... 2,950 
Group Selection cutting 4,800 

:;,,,-_;:;;-· 
lt'or the purposes of income tax reductions 

I run listing the cost of each model op:!_)Osi te tho model. 

Yours since1•ely, 



. .!r. John Collier 
Comruissi0ner of Indicin Affairs 
Hurley-Wright Building 
~ashington, D. c. 
Dear Ur. Collier: 

Dece1.1b0r 5, 1835 

Please accept my sincere thanks for 

y0ur courtesy in permitting iJ.r. Ward oheµard to 

taice the time to ,auke a survey of the situation 

ut the Harvard forest, Petersham, ~assachusett8. 

Yo'-lr courte~y in this mstter ha$ i3rovetl to be a 

1·eal service to flarvard University. 

Very sincerely yours, 



Dr .. Ernest G. Stillman 
15 East 75th Street 
N~w York, New York 

De~r Dr. 6tillruan: 

December 10, 1925 

Cru.:a & Ferg,1so::1 h:.i ve .1aue 5ome minor re-

visiun~ in the specificatiou.s for tl1e fence "a1d are 

sendinr, the111 out to a m.1.11ber of cor,trr..ct◊rs i'or bids. 

This 15 the one way in wilich they can find • . .)ut both 

what the cost 1:; goin~ t0 be. ·.i.nd the ti;ae ut w:lich 

shop ~o:i;k should tn~gin. It seeiils uot unlikely t.nat 

the invitatior.s for bids 1.Uu;' brin~ uoout soiae publici­

ty, nnd th1:.t v,e may be obliged to ex:pltlln the 

circwlStance~ under- ·,,hi.ch the f1;nce is to b& com-

1)leted. ;J.y \..U1ciersL,n<ling is th0t ·,•;e ure to r,1:1.y thHt 

the f enct¾ 1~ the gift of llll hnonymous ctouor 111 the 

ncirue Jf the Class of L:)08. Unless I hear fro;.,1 y.Ju. to 

the cor1tr;;.ry, I shall 3Ssume that So;;le ~uch ~t;~ tement 

will btl satisfactory to you. 

Very sincerely y·_:;urs• 



i.ir. ii..Ldrich Durant 
Leh.man Hull 

D8, .. r Mr. Durant: 

Deceuib•..:r 1::,, 13;:'. 5 

I he. ve a letter from the 1.mony,aous 

donor to the effect thut he tr;l::;he5 to have it 

unuer!.toou that the fence is -1 gift 01' the 

Class of 1B08 ruttier than the tlft of ~n ..;.nony­

:llOu~ cionor in tiv: fibme of the Cla~s. I um 

lett.;.ng \1ilo. know thut this l~ the cat;e. 

bincerely y0, .. rs, 

J. W. LO-W::'.S 



... 

MAY.O CLINIC 
ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA 

SURGICAL SECTION 
OF" 

OR, HUGH CABOT December fourteen·th 

President James·n. Conant 
Un:lversity Hall 
Cambridge, J.!assa.cbusetts 

J.ty tlen.r President Conanta 

l 9 3 5 

You may remember that last autumn I expressed to you some interest 
in the development of forestry at Harvard and the relation of the School of 
Forestry to the University activities. At that time I also forwarded to you 
sor.1e views in regard to the possible linking up of forestry with the other 
departments. 

I now hear that Doctor Merrill is in search of capable people 
for this department. I therefore take the liberty o! suggesting to you that 
I believe Dean Samuel T. Dana of the School of Fo~estry at the University of 

·, 11.ichiitan is a person who ought to be considered. I ha've known .i)ean Dana 
'.pretty intimately for more than ten yea.rs, and for some six yea.rs saw him at 
work in connection ,rith the dcveloument of the school at Ann Arbor. His past 
relationship with the government activities in Washington has developed in 
him a considerable ability to meet and deal successfully with a. great variety 
of people. I think he holds a very broad view of the possibilities in this 
field, and I gather from other sources that he has been thinking along lines 

, similar to those which have interested Doctor Uerrill. 

\ I hope you will not regard the sugt,estlon ns an impertinence. 

Slncerel~a/4---

hotgt 
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October 1£3 1 18:=-G 

Dear LoHes, 

I enclose a let:er which I hevc addreised to 

President Conant but whic~ I will ask·you to read 

c:,nd h;:;nd to him.· I should be interestcJ to know 

v;hether I m:i the sole rep0si tor:r of S's confidence 

in regard to liquidating his obligntions or whether 

he hc?.s mude his intentions kn0\-;-n tu you 01· the 

Tre[-lsurer. 

Mr. John W. Lo\':cs 
University Hall 

Sinc~rely yours, 

JEROME D. GREENE 



0ctobe1· 

l),)::,r ~L'. C0n,\nt, 

, . 
.L.•.) I 

Dr. Ernest G. &till;:1a11 of the Class of 1.)/J_i, ,,n intiHmte 

but eccentric friend of mine, 'i, i tn \:tot;e vng_, ri<)S the Cor;1or:, t!.on 

Hre nlrenJ.y fwnilio r, ;) hn~ ;.::_s you :m0,·,, to huve the fence Pnd 

the sectlcn ~:.tt::11.:!lH.:w. to tht~ .1.d'd7 ,nu l·i63 

Gr:t1: co::1;~l0tcd before the nc:xt CJ,i.~t:cncer;i.:,nt. Tcie pl:m:; ·sere dra\m 

f::>ur and. t h,:·:lf yt1.:u·s ego en.::. 'I un.,e;rst·.nJ they Y-iure then epproveu 

of thE.' fence, 0 .nu Vr. EttLl::.:.n t,hf.nlc~ it onlJ pr-~;:,er 1.:r1~.t the ylr.ns 

. 
,;hc;;:cl. In informing rsJc of Li.:; intcnt:cn.::, Dr. Gt.illwan adJeu thnt 

:1e t-Xpcct£J to cle<lr up bLfore Co _;,ncn..;, rr.cnt ,,11 !'.tnl,ncl,d urrer•rs 

with the Univ~~sity. 

The Ll0ner v.'h0 wi.she~ to kee~, LL:1self very ,nuch out of the 

ptcture, h~s. asked me to serve bS his intcrllie~iary in putting the 

matter before you now. 

Pre .siuent J.:,mcB D. Cor.~mt 
U!ll Vt; r :.;it:;,· u.-~ 11 

Sincerely yours, 

JEHOME D. GREENE 
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October 18, 1935 

Dear Ernest, 

I am very glad to have your letter of October 15 

with the accompanying drawings. I shall sub::;it them to 

President Conunt at the first opportunity and see that you 

get the necessary assurances of his a ppr.oval. 

If the gate is to be _called the "Eliot Gate," as 

Dean Briggs's letter of February 4, 193f, i~plies, it seems to 

t 
l ' 

() 

me that nothing could be happier than the inscription lifted 

from the end of Harry.James's Biography. Everyone who know-s 

anything about President Eliot would agree that th& words are 

most aptly chosen. I am sure that nothing ever said of President 

Eliot by anybody could P-ave gratified him so much. Dean Briggs's 

cnoice of the passage means a great oe&l to :ne, for I know how 

large a part of his life seemed to have gone with f.liot. But 

the words are hardly less apt for 0ur successors who knew him 

not; for the last lines of the inscription are as true of Harvard 

in the corpor&te sense as of those who knew and loved President 

Eliot in the flesh. 

Dr. Ernest G. Stillman 
45 East 75th Street 
Hew York, New York 

Sincerely yours, 

JEROME D. GREENE 
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Copy to Mr, Lowes for his information 

October 24, 19~5 

Dear Ernest, 

The President has seen your plb.ns and he 

told the Corporation this week thv.t the anonymous 

donor wt,s prepbred to go a~ead with the 1908 Fence 

and Gate. The President is of course very glad to 

look forward to the early completion of the Fence, 

&nd you will doubtless receive a communication before 

long fro~ Harry Shuttuck or from ~tr. John w. Lowes 
., 

with regard to any points that m2.y need to be settled 

wit~ reference to the construction pl&ns. I ussume 

that it will be quite satisfactor:: frv!Il your point of 

view to deal with these gentlemen directly; but, if I 

cun be of any further service, you will of c:mrse let 

me know. 

Dr. Ernest G. Stillman 
~5 East 75th Street 
New York, New York 

Sincerely yours, 

JEROME 0. GREEN·E 

]),) :j I /' 

1' 



Mr.J.W,Lowes 
5 University Hall 
Cambridge, i.,Jassachusetts 

My dear lvir ,Lowes; 

E. G. STILLMAN, M, 0, 
-4& EAST 715TH STREET 

NEW YORK 
N, Y, 

November 8, 1935 

As regards the Eliot Ifiemorial Gate and the 1908 

Fence, please studiously avoid any mention of' my name in con­

junction with this gift. 

Take up any details that you wish directly with 

Cram am Ferguson whom I have written to directly that you will 

get in communication with them. 

My idea was to have the work finished a few days 

before Conunencement 1936, the inscription to be unveiled and 

presented to tre University by Jack Richardson who ~he first 

marshall of the Class of 1908, in the presence of as many 

members of 1908 as care to attend the ceremony. The date and 

time are to be made at President Conant's pleasure. I especially 

'' mentioned not in Commencement Week" as I .realized how busy he 

is during that week. 

I would like to have the bids asked for and the 
.·~ 

contract signed at the ~st possible moment, to insure the 

work being completed by commencement. As the foundations are all 

in, I should not think that the work would take very long to 

erect. Of course the archi tacts wi 11 wish to rush matters. V/hen 

the bids are ready to be accepted by tre University, I propose to 

send you a check, covering the co st of the work. 

Yours sincerely, 



President Je.rues :B. Conant, 
(Throu{F Dr. E. D. Merrill) 

E:'IXVard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

:tear Dr. Conant: 

104 Leland Street, 
Chevy Chase, Ud. 
29 Hovember 1935 

At your sug,c:;estion I am writing dov;n my recom­
mendations on the proposed reorganization of the Harvard Forest 
School. 

.After our talk last Friclay I ha.d the great good for­
tune to meet Dr. E. G. Stilloan and to t~.lk with him for four hours. 
He was enthusiastic about my !)l'Ouosed ulan for reorganization as I 

'had !)resented it to ;you m1d asked me to offer co:nfirlentiaJ.ly to the 
University on his behalf a suo sufficient to finance the :planning of 
the Forest School and the rcising of an endo,,ment v.i.thout committing 
the University to any continuing :program. 

Dr. Stillman now definitely offers to give to the 
University $15,000 n year for three years to finance the :9looning of 
the Forest School, to raise an end0Wc1ent and to suuervise the com­
pletion of the nresent unfinished Forest recort1.s and experimental 
!)lots. This is a definitive offer following 6enereJ. assurances 
!)reviously g:i. ven to Dr. Uerrill by Dr. Stillml'n that he would give 
aid to an acce~table plan of reoreanization. 

~1i s generous offer v:oul d '!'err.iit el'lr9lo;y1.ng a Director -
of the pro:oosed -proG;ram for a period not to exceed three years, and 
necessary clerical and travel ex1'.lenses with no nennruient comr:dtment 
on the nart of the Uni'~ersity and m.ti·1out interfering with - in l , 
fact, strenf;'thenin& -- the Tercentenary Progrnza. Teaching would be -~ 
su.spenc..ed until justified by the perm.r.nent endo,mient. The only ad-
di t ionnl increases in personnel would be such as the University migit 
be able to fintmce for the purpose of developing the Forest a.s a 
demonstration area. 

This offer gives the Uni vcrsi ty everyth~.ng to gain 
and nothing to lose; and, I think, greatly alters the outcome of our 
con'ierence. 'iii th Dr. Stillman I s offer, the time is necuJ. iarly au­
-orouriato for t11e immodin.te :olnuning of a. Forest School for genuinely 
advDnced training -- a 11 su:per Forest School." 



In the nast three years the conservation movement has received 
a vast and -oer.nanent :i.muetus. The -public consciousness has been aroused 
as never before to the relentless destruction of nnt'l.trt)l resources. 
T"r1e public is now awake to the fact that during the past fifty years 
our forests have been destroyed root and branch, the Western ulains 
have been 12.rgely turned into a dust-heau, and millions of acres of 
rich agrieultura.1 soil have been swept into the rivers and seas. 

Side by side with this destru.ctivd exploitation of a continent, 
has gone the degrad.B.tion of our rural -po:91l].ation. You are of course 
familiar with the fact that a fundanentaJ. cause of rural depression 
is the wastage of the natural resources on which ri.1ra1 life depends, 
and that all cures for this de"9ression which fail to deal with the 
fundamental cause are mere poultices on a cancer. In s.'liort, the 

· capacity of t11is continent to su-p:90rt civilization is being rapidly 
reduced. 

On this rickety foundation of destr-u.ctive land use, as you 
know, we are rearing an eX9ensive and highly elnborated civilization. 
To what end shall 'Universities produce lawyers and chemists, :9hysicians 
and "Ohilolo[ists, engineers and biologists, if at the same time they 
do not -oroduce men capable of era-:,pling W:I. th this basic problsn -- a 
:9roblen so :f'und8lnental as the ground beneath their feet -- which will 
ultimately d.etermine the fecundity or :)OVerty of our civiJ.ization? 

Universities in general. are not giving anywhere near the financial 
and intellect1.1a1 stto:'>Ort to the intricate field of conservntion that 
they give to 1aw, medecin~ and similar r>rofessions. In this reS"9ect, 
there is assu.redly a need for reassesing the function of Universities 
in our nntiona."l. life. 

HarvArd University, you eereed, is in an untenable ~osition in 
maintaining grEduAte instruction in Forestry on the present relativelf 
low standard. It suffices here merely to ~)oint out that in the recent 
-painstaJdne and conroetent rating of Forest schools by the Society of 
.A.~erican Foresters, the Harvard School received a low rank on account 
of deficiencies in :oersonnel, equipment, and bud.get. But Harvard would 
I think, be in an even less tenable nosition if it should decide that 
it co·<Jld not contribute to the broad future leadership of the conser­
vution movement. 

I am glad of your strong assurance that the University can and 
should make such a contribution, and of your keen realization that any 
nerrnanent reduction of the Harvard Forest to a mere dai1onstration area 
would sacrifice the accumulation of t\'lenty-i'ive years of scientific 
work as a trnining r-:round for foresters and wo·JJ.d at once change it 
from a national to a :oarochial institution, 
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Harvard University, with its brilliruit and liberal intellect~l 
resources, with its growing :oov:er as a truly national university, could 
immediately begin to nut its i.'rr9ress on the whole field of conservation 
states:-:1anshiu. In no other national endeavor is there a more acute 
need for brPl i.ant 7 eadership, and the :oro:oosed school could be a 
pioneer in your:~lan for training broad-gauged :imblic officials. 

T'.a.ere is, as you reru.ize, a dearth of men of advanced intellectu.a.J. 
discipline in the biological and nore es:oecially in the economic, social, 
and uolitica.l fields of conservation •. l!en in key uositions in this 
movement are acutely aware of this shortage of leaders. :Because Forestry 
training has in the :past been chiefly on the nracti tioner level, the 
profession has failed, in large meamire, to attract brilliant students; 
and even were this not the case, the merely practical tyne of training 
does not equip men to deal With the fundam.ental biological and political 
factors involved. 

\7ith the F.arvard Forest as a field laboratory, but drawing in maey 
other deuartments of the University, Harve.rd could create unrivalled. 
facilities for the training of advanced students, and could attract 
brilliant men.for doctorate and post-doctorate training. 

Harvard could thus not merely deepen forestry education, but couJ.d 
greatly brMden it. Forestry education not only lacks d8!)th, but it is 
lo:9-sided in that it is largely preoccu~ied with biological problems 
at the expense of the social-economic problem. The aci.vancement of con­
servation is faced with the great task of supplanting a strictly 1aissez­
fai re land ownershi~ philoso:9hy with a reasonable social oontrol. This 
te.sk reouires political and social leadership of a higjt order. 

To illustrate: there is now ~ending in Congress a bill to create 
a Federal For3st :Bank, wrdch will demand 0X!)erts in forest credit. 
World forestry legislation and administrative practices should be made 
accessible as guides to this country. A new technoloe;y- of forestry 
11 extension 11 needs to be developed. The difficu.l t problem of forest 
taxation requires expe-rt gnicla.nce. 'r.e need to gp much more deeply 
into the subtle inter:i,lay of biological forces, including soils, soil­
biology, ecology, light, pathology, ~omology, and wild life. The Federal 
Forest EX!)eriment Stations urgently need men with such training. 

In citing these examples I do not wish to imuly that the pro9osed 
For.:,st School should turn out mere snecialists. On the contrary, the 
conservation ~roblan for the next generation is in large pa.rt a political 
pror,J.em, demo,nding men with a. broad social nnd -philoso'91licaJ. background, 
capEtble of gras,:,ine and 0.enling with shnr:o conflicts bet\'.'een public e.nd 
private rignts, of leading the nation wisely toward a reasonable 
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cocic..l control, of the use of notureJ. r ,sources and of devising new 
legislative, ac1.min".stre,tive and cooperative techniques to these ends 
- men, in short, who cnn become statesmen in these fields. 

Although my plan is restricted to the ,;iroposed school of Forestry, 
the training mi[?.1t later cover the whole field of integral land con­
servdion. Dr, Hui:;h Bennett, Director of the Soil Conservation Ser­
•.:'ice, is brilliantly el::,_borntin[; a new 'Philoso-ph;\' imc.. teclmique of 
land conservation in fifty or more great demonstration areas in v.hich 
he is reconstructing the countryside, ph;7sically 2.nd socially, dravdng 
on many agricultural, forestry, engineering nnd ed.-..1cationa1 techniques 
in a truly integrated attack. Dr. Stillr:1an sugeested that the :pro:9osed 
school migit evmtually become a ~hool of Rural Plmming. I present 
this merely as a :possibility to be considered. 

There are many friends of Harvnrd Forest, friends of forestry and 
lumbermen of means \vho would re snond to a -plan of this sort. It r.ouJ.d 
es~ecially a~peo.l. to lcad.l'jin~ men in the grent forest industries who 
have frequently e.nd rightiy criticized the forestry :9ro:ession for its 
lack of understand.in~ of the intricate economics of the foi·est industrial 
'Problem. The raisinr, of an adequate end.omnent would of course reciuire the 

------:o.) active backing of the Pre:sident and the Coryora.tion, based on a specific 
· r,lrui vrorl:ed out in detail with all the Graduate Schools involved. If 

such an endo~ent pro&rBln should be undertaken in 1937, it would require 
a good deal of preliminary spade-work. 

You sue;i:,-ested that Fellows'hi::>s endowed thro~ the Tercentenary 
!)rograrn ni €]lt be 11ear-r.1arked11 for the -pro:9osed school. In a.dd.i tion, ma:, 
I su~st that funcls be reised for one or more professorships in this 
School? I shnll, as you suggested, send you soon a list of persons 
who mifP,t v:ell be asked to v.ve fnnc.s for these p-urposes, but I strongly 
urge that e. :9a:-t of the fund.s be solicited for professorhsips, as 
a -ourely fellowshi:9 can,;,a.101 mi l?-)t dry U}? sources of funds needed for 
the end.ov1ruent of chairs. 

Such fellowships anc. professorshi..,s are necessar-<J to attract out­
standing men. The Society of Fello,1s slwdd be o:9en to cru.alified men 
in forestry. st,1dents whould not be restricted to those w:I. th a degree in 
forestry. Trained economists and biologists, for CXflzn:9le, should be drawn 
on, g:l.v1.ng t:nan sufficient eencral silvici1lturaJ. ti•e.ining to round out 
their education. Just F.s modern medicnl research cler,mds specialists 
such cs biochemists who do not need. a general -ornctitioner education, 
so Fort,:: try he_s r, acned a stage where it needs s:i:,ecia.li st s in economics, 
law, fimince, biology, etc. .i'J.so, ns you suggested, men should be drawn 
from the Government service on le<'.We of absence for advanced training. 

The present isobtion of otua.ents at the Ifo.rvard Forest should 
not be continued in the new school. Even those "9ursuing biological 
studies :orimarily ut the Forest should be given every opportunity to 
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mingle in the l8rger intellectual currents of the University and to 
rounci. out their tr~ining on the social-economic side. Travelling fellow­
silh1S, for this country nna. es:peci2.1ly for 1'uro"0e, 'Should beprovided. 
E):cb.ange -professorships with the C-€n:1Pn-c:9eaking countries could :c_:irobnbly 
be V!orJ:ed out ti1rouc.i1 the Co.rl Scl:urz l!emoriAl Found.e.tion, with which I 
have :b.ad close nc.vi sory relations since my work nbrood on a fellowship. 
This plan v-.-ould nwke available to the !farve.rd School the advanced tech­
nioues of countries where forestry --both in its biological and its 
social and legislative aspects - 1'..as reached the hi€}1est perfection. 

f. gained the illl!)ression ( I ho-oe not mi stalcenly) from Mr. Lowes 
that the University raight be able somewhat to strent;then the staff at 
Petersham on the demonstrational side. A Forest Su.nervisor at $5000 to 
$6000, two Junior Foresters at $2000, a clerk at $1800 and a :t'und to 
employ le.borers for thinnings and weec:.ings to relieve the technical 
sto.ff for scientific "ork, would. -oerhans meet the immediate needs -
nossibly a total of $15,000, to- offset by a nossible saving of Gast 1s 
salary if he is transferred to another ~pa.rtment. This would be entirely 
indenendent of Dr. Stillman's offer, which is restricted to the proposed 
reorganization nnd endov.ment 1_)rogram cou"?led with general supervision 
of the Petcrshvm work. 

It i8 clear the.t if fello\'/shi"!) and -:-irofessorial endowments are to 
__ ,......_~_;,•" be soug,.t in connection with the Tercentenary endov1rnent procr['Jn, and if 

- f'urtheruore a s-oeciv.l For st School endor.men t nro~an is to be set in 
· motion for 1937~ a. e;rrot deal of 1_)reliminar-J ~rk-must be done in per­

fectine the cor:i-nlete "!)ltm of instruction, budgeting, and ee2ring into the 
Univcrsi ty as a whole in collaboration with all the Departments of the 
University that v;ould be involved. Dr. Stillm8n 1 s offer seems like a 
Providential onuortuni ty to begin this work in the near future. I am 
sure you will give this "9roposa1 your earnest and syrn:smthetic consideration, 
eJid I shall eae;erly m·:ait your reaction to my plan. 

Please accept my sincere thanks for the o·()portuni ty of :presenting 
this -plnn and for the hos,;,i tali ty and generous help of the University. 

Sincerely yours, 



M. L. FERNALD, Curator 
Fisher Prof. Nat. Hi,t. (Bot) 

CHARLES A. WEATHERBY, Assi,tant Curator 
LYMAN B. SMITH, Assi,tant 
MILTON HOPKINS, Assistant 
RUTH D. SANDERSON, Librarian 
MARJORIE W. STONE, BibViographor 

.ires id en t Ja::1es J. Coniint, 
University ~;all, 

Cain br fo ge • 

.'.Jear .::·resi<ien t Conant: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 

Dec. 2, 1935 • 

or ;/our infor:.iution I transni t hereui th a letter 
just receive.~~ fror,1 ::r. :'!arc.l .;hepurd recardins the I:urvard ?orest 11;hich 
is self-eAJlanutory. 

~)r • .:;tillr:ian \/US in :1:,r office this uorninf; anc, cl.cfini tely confirmed 
the st<.iteuent that : :r •. :..ihepurd Hakes in the third. l)Uragra,;h of the 
letter, t:1i.:l.t he r:ill l)rovid.e the 7-Iniversi ty Hi th .. 15, 000 a year for a 
period 01' three yeurs in order to help ::_:ilace the : 0c.i.rvarcl ~:orest .'.:.ichool 
on a pro1Jer b.J.sis. Ee stat eel to r.10 in converuc.tion thut he Y1islles it 
to be dc.i:-ini tely un,.erstoo<l tJwt this a:1ount is continc;ent on his living 
the next three years, as he cioes not '.1ish to oblicute his estate. 

On the b<1sis of ::r. -~hepard's re)ort and ;Jr. 0tillmun's offer of 
financial us si stunce, I should. lilce to proceed to necotia te ·.:i th 1 :r. 
~1--.ep ... rd in reference to his ussu;.1ing the c;eneral supervision of the work 
of the ::arve.rd _orest, preferu·8ly ef1·ective ti.bout ,\.1,ril 1st, but if more 
convenient, then f'ron <ruly 1, lm5G. .As exJ)ressed b:,r ; !r. 0hepur<.l in a 
letter to ue u.uted ~:ov. ;31, "On the question of tine, I believe . .' .. pril 1st 
·,oulcl be better than Tuly 1st us the IJrocramae should be fitted into the 
·.,_'ercentennary proc;rur1i-ne. 

: :r • ..,hepard 1.lis!.1.es me to make it entirely clc:.:i.r to : 0 ou that ii' he be 
selected to direct the destinies of the :,arvard ,_,.orest that the (:nivei•si ty 
\':ill ussu.ne no IKrnunent oblication. ~=e is con:i.'i(lent thut if ;;,rou will 
nri te to .1.:reaident _'.ooscvelt tlwt you couhi. obtain leave of ab:rnnce for 
him l'or a yeur, \'Ii th the understunC.ing t:1ut it rni:)1t be later exten(,ed to 
t'.W or three years. In closinc this purur..rnph, ::r • .,he:pa.rc1 st~tes: "I am 
sure that I can ut l:l.l1Y tine in the :i.'utm·e reenter uny one of tlu·ee eovern­
aent services." 

,:..iU}?J, lernen tine; ~ ::e • ....iheparcl 's rei;ort on the ·:urvard. .'ore st, I inclose 
ror your infoTiwtion copy of a special r~ort published in rebruarf,1935 
by , :es:,rs. Jana, r.uise an_Ll : ~ulford on "Ed.uca. tion in ,_·or est J~conor.1ics", a 
:i.~c~)ort tlwt has u Llirect ,_p9u~•inc: on the ui.irlified :,u:per /01·est •-•chool 
thut : '.r. ,_Jho110.ru e.nd I disc\tssed \'Ji th you on Hov. ~2nd.. 

j,'or '.'our in:,.'or:1ution I in close hcro\'/i th, in c:uplicute, a c:eneral 
:::;uui,1ury ;r ::r. ,;he:purd 1 t, ccluoi.ltion unci o:()'l .. ,rienco; lJleui,e note tb:it the 
bi1Jliocr0.i:hy in vr.1ry inco:rrilcte, unci thJ.t a :1ore 0011_,}.eto one b; to be 
:m1);,ti t·tc<l in the near futul•o. 

, r/ 

,,.,J" ,:\) 
1/('J'Y tJ•1t· ,r vmn", A{~. • 
~ J, • - lJ l/. • L) vi _,;-,-•~,•,.-l•.,. ''\ 

.. ,,..,,l.Llll,,1.,j.i.l._: 01, 



Carl Schurz Memorial Foundation, Inc. 
225 South 15th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

December 9, 1955. 

Dr. E. D. Merrill, Administrator 
Gray Herbarium, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Dr. Merrill: 

I am glad to know about the possible developments of the 
forestry school of Harvard UniversitJ and hope that your plans will work 
out successfully. - I shall of course treat the information which you have 
given me, confidential. 

Re Mr. \'lard Shepard. - When the Carl Schurz Memorial 
Foundation began its work in the field of forestry, they ma.de a grant to 
Mr. Shepard to enable him to ma!~e a further study of the various branches 
of forestr.r work in Germ:Ul,7, a.s a basis for a decision on the lines that 
might be followed by the Foundation in connection with American forestry. 
His work was very satisfactory and he made - a.s far as we were concerned -
a comprehensive survey which served as a basis for our final decisions. 
Since that time we have kept in touch with Mr. Shepard, although he is 
not on our Forestry Advisory Committee, and he has rendered invaluable 
service. 

I believe that Mr. Shepard has a comprehensive knowledge 
of the various phases of forestry. So far as I know, he has not specialized 
in any one field, although I believe he is more conversant with the 
production side of forestry than with that of distribution. Our contacts 
with him from the st:mdpoint of the kno~ledge of the field have been very 
satisfactory. 

I know very little about his administrative ability. 
My impression, however, is th~t he will produce the best results when he 
is virtu~lly his own boss and can develop his field according to his own 
ideas. He is quite ambitious and this sometimes interferes with some 
of the ph.ns of his superiors. However, I have always found him agreeable 
and pleasant, and have never known him to be obstinate or headstrong in 
the face of conflicting opiniona. 

Mr. Shepard has a gift for writing and makes a pleasant 
impression upon people whom he meets, both in a personal and 9. public wey. 

I believe th3t Mr. Shep1rd is well acquainted with most 
of the men who are active in forestry work in the United States, However, 
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I can not say very much on this point except to sts.te that apparentl,f he is 
on very good terms with Mr. Silcox, the chief of the forestry division, 
and with the men who are in the Department of Forestry in Washington. 

Trusting that the above statements will be of some help 
to you, I am, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Wilbur K. Thomas 



-- William P. Wharton 
Groton, Mass. 

Dr. E. D. Merrill, 
Gray Herbarium of Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Dr. Merrill, 

C O p y 

December 9, 1955 

I ha•re read several times with much interest your letter of 
December 5. 

My understanding of Professor Fisher's conception of the 
Harvard Forest is that it was to serve (1) as a demonstration of practical 
forestry in Central New England, (2) as a center of research in the various 
forest problems which concern that region, and (5) as a laboratory for a 
limited number of graduates specializing on particular problems. 

Under Professor Fisher's able direction the Forest has become 
probably the outstanding example of its kind in the country. Up to a few years 
ago its income from sales of forest products exceeded or balanced its ordinary 
expenditures, and at the same time its forest capital was added to very mater­
ially. The severe fall in the prices of ordinary lumber (more especially pine 
box boards, which have been and still are the chief outputl has tipped the bal­
ance the other way, and I understand that a deficiency has been incurred for 
several years. T'nis result would have been inevitable under any management, 
however efficient. How soon we can expect a material rise in the price of lum­
ber of this character no man can tell, but it is reasonable to suppose that 
price trends in this product will follow those in other products. In the mean­
time, it is to be borne in mind that the cut-over areas are being reproduced to 
much more valuable types of forest, from which in the next 50 years it is reason­
able to expect a greatly increased income. If the intervening period can be 
bridged over, there can be little doubt that the Forest will then be put on a 
permanently self-sustaining basis .• 

The research work, as you know, is financed entirely separately 
from the ordinary forest operations. There are certain special funds the income 
from which is used to carry on this work. Never large, the annual sum available 
has, of course, shrunk during the past few years. Inasmuch as the research work 
is of fundamental importance, it is desirable that additional endowment be secured 
for this purpose when possible. Thus far research has been very largely of a bi­
ological character, because biological problems are at the root of forest produc­
tion from the soil. These include proc~ction of wild animal life. While other 
aspects of research should not, and have not, been neglected, it seems to me that 
the ~iological aspect must remain of large importance in the actual management of 
a wooded area to produce the maximum social benefits. It is to be remembered that 
problems which can be solved at a research station such as Harvard Forest, will be 
of far reaching benefit in the management of the considerable areas of State Forest 
in that general region, as well as to private owners. 

As far as I am aware, the Harvard Forest has never attempted to 
compete with forest schools such us those at Yale or at Cornell. At one time 
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courses were given in Cambridge, but these were abandoned, as I understand it, 
because frofessor Fisher felt that the contribution that the Harvard Forest 
could best make to forestry was of a different character. 

From the foregoing you may judge that I am inclined to be conserva­
tive on the suggestion of trying to develop the Harvard Forest as a sort of 
super-graduate school of forestry, centered very largely in Cambridge and con­
cerned with forestry economics, legislation, finance and law, rather than with 
the problems of forest production on the land. It is, of course, tempting to 
have an offer for a period of three years, such as you have mentioned, for the 
purpose of reorganizing and reorienting the work. Three years, however, are a 
short period when dealing with forestry affairs. Even the 27 years or more dur­
ing which the Harvard Forest has been under management are a short period in 
forestry. Although the Harvard Forest is already known far and wide among for­
esters as an outstanding project, the final realization of its greater potential 
value cannot be attained without a continuance of the work which has been carried 
on there up to now over long periods of time. The Harvard F'orest has.I am sure, 
a great contribution to make to forestry in New England. To interrupt or to ser­
iously modify its continuity as a unique institution would, I feel sure, be a 
mistake. We can well leave the ordinary work of forestry education to institu­
tions of that character which already exist and are well equipped for it, and 
make every effort to keep the Harvard Forest on th8 course which was mapped out 
for it by Professor Fisher. 

Sincerely yours, 

signed 
Wm. P. Wharton 



Personal and Confidential 

Dr. E. D. Merrill 
Gray Herbarium, 

C O P Y 

University of California 
College of Agriculture 
Division of Forestry 
Berkeley, California 

Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Dr. Merrilla 

December 11, 1955 

The tentative plans for the development of forestry 
at Harvard, as outlined in your letter of December 4, are of very great 
interest. I have waited two days to reply because the matter is of such 
great importance that I want to be completely sure of my own reactions. 

You realize, of course, that in strongly emphasizing for­
est economics, and at the same time strengthening Harvard Forest, you will 
be carrying two major lines which are quite dissociated in the sense that 
they are probably as far apart as any fields of thought embraced within the 
scope of forestry. This does not necessarily constitute an objection to 
your plan. Economics and silviculture are both of primary importance in 
forestry. Both can be admirably conducted at Harvard. Pi\>' only reason for 
mentioning it is that one wonders a bit whether it is the part of wisdom to 
have one man in charge of both. If Harvard were intending to cover the 
entire field of forestry, there should be one man responsible for the en­
tire program. In t.~is itwtance, with a reputation already established in 
silviculture and the work to be further strengthened, with a strong new 
program in forest economics to be initiated, with wood technology already 
splendidly provided for under Bailey's competent leadership, and with your­
self as general administrator of all activities in this class, might it 
not be desirable to choose one leader especially strong in economics and 
another particularly qualified for silvicultural work of a high order? 

The above comment may be entirely out of order due to exist-
ing limitations. In any event no ha.rm need be done by my having intruded it. 

Ward Shepard. He is my good friend. I am very fond of him. 
Also, I respect him. A few years ago I had hoped that we might have him as 
a member of our faculty at Berkeley. But I must report my present misgiv­
ings. 

In my judgment, Shepard's controlling interest in forest eco­
nomics is a politico-social enthusiasm, rather than a scholarly interest in 
the scientific approach. He 1s an ardent disciple of Gifford Pinchot, who 
in recent years has become so radical in his forest politics as to have 
alienated the lumber industry and a large group of foresters. Appareently 
Shepard's philosophy runs along the same lines. His attitude is rather gen­
eralzy known. Specifically, I would fear that the lumber industry would not 
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consider that Shepard would approach its problems with open-mindedness and 
full justice. This attitude might not fit in well with your School of Busi­
ness Administration. 

It is also reported that, even though Shepard works strenuously at 
times, his average industry is not of the best. I myself am not so sure on 
this point, but it appears to be a persistent opinion concerning him. 

Shepard has had wide experience and contacts. He is an excellent writer. 
Of his character, ideals and personality, there can be no question. 

It really hurts me deeply to report the possible negative factors. Let 
me ask a favor of you: Please consider my statements only as cautions, or 
"safety first" warnings. If you find on investigation that my hesitation is 
unfounded, I shall be most happy. 

I cannot close without expressing my deep-seated satisfaction in knowing 
that work in forest economics of a high order will probably be inaugurated. 
Decidedly Harvard is one of the places at which this should be done. To put 
the work on a completely sound basis at the outset, I could wish that you 
choose a man of the type of s. T. Dana, Dean of the School of Forestry and 
Conservation at the University of Michigan: dispassionate, scholarly, well­
balanced, effectively energetic, with genuine leadership. May you find that 
my friend Ward Shepard has these qualities. 

Faithfully, 

signed Walter Mulford 

WMav Professor of Forestrr 



C O P I 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, ANN ARBOR 
SCHOOL OF E\JRESTRY AND CONSERVATION 

Dr. E. D. Merrill 
Gru.y Herbarium, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Doctor Merrill: 

December 11, 1955 

I am glad to hear from your letter of December 4 
that plans are under way for the development of forestry at Harvard 
along broader lines than have been followed in the past. Increased 
emphasis on the ec0nomic and social aspects of forestry, concentra­
tion on graduate work, and close cooperation with the many other re­
lated units in the University strike me as particularly important 
and desirable features of the proposed program. If this can be put into 
effect with adequate financial support, Harvard should become one of the 
outstanding leaders in forest education. 

Mr. Viard Shepard has considerable native ability, a 
good technical training, a wide and varied experience, and a pleasant 
personality. He is chiefly interested in mutters of forest policy 
toward which he has a 11 pro~ressive 11 attitude. He writes exceptionally 
well, and I should regard him as primarily a publicist rather than either 
an investi~utor or an administrator. He is perhaps a bit of a dilletante, 
and his work tends to be characterized by flashes of brilliance rather than 
by thoroughness and stability. He has plenty of energy, enthusiasm, and 
imai:;inution, 'lnd is an interesting and agreeable companion with those whom 
he regards as his social and intellectual equals. I should say that his 
stronc points would shov; up to best advantage as an individual worker rather 
than as a member of a team, and that a tendency to be somewhat self-center­
ed might interfere with his effectiveness as leader of an organization. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(si6ned) S. T. Dana 
Dean 

Confidential 
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Dr. E.G. Stillman 
45 Ecist 75th ~treat 
New York, New York 

Dual' Dr. Stllllllan: 

Decemb r lZ, 193~ 

I shctll see tll,-1t it is understood 

that the fence is a gift 0f the Class ·or 1908. 

The rluns do entirely complete thE, enclosure 

of the Yhrd. 

I hope very much that I muy hhve 

the plea~ure of meetlng yoi sometDJe when you 

&re in Ctu:1bridt;e. If I lmow all of the friends 

of the University, v,hich I d.) not, I am sure 

that I should kno·" no one i4ho h0.s been more 

i.;enarously iuclined thtin y•.)U have been. 

blncerely your~, 

.l. W. LO.-.VES 



Dr. E. D. Merrill, Administrator, 
Gray Herbarium, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Dr. Merrill: 

9~ Aines Building, 

Boston. 

December 16, 1935. 

I have received your letter of December 5th in regard 

to the appointment of Mr. Ward Shepard of Washington to reorganize and 

direct the Harvard Forestry School. 

I see no objection to the larger program provided it 

does not sidetrack the valuable s7lvicultural work that has been done 

and is being carried on at the Harvard Forest. I would be keenl3 

disappointed if such should happen but I understand from your letter 

that this would not be the case. 

I do not know Mr. Shepard but I have heard the opinion 

that perhaps his abilities ran more on the line of administration and 

organization than on scientific achievements. If his appointment would 

be for three years, I imagine in that length of time his value to the 

school and the desirability of his reappointment could be thoroughzy 

estima.ted. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Johns. Ames 



Prof. E. D. Merrill, 
Administrator, Gray Herbarium, 
H.'.lrvard Uni versi t.7, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Professor Merrill, 

The Ontario 
Washington, D. C. 

December 16, 1955. 

Your letter of December 11 is received. It leaves me uncertain 
whether, under the plans being considered for amplifying the instruction 
in forestry at Harvard, the Director of the Harvard Forest would 
assume charge of the building up and management of the organized 
broader field of instruc.tion, or whether this would be a separate 
task. The excellent work that has been done and, I understand, is 
being done by the Harvard Forest research staff on the ground bas 
set a very high standard; and I presume, therefore, you are looking 
not for a new director of research but for a Universit7 departmental 
or divisional administrator. 

Ward Shepard has mSll,,Y' qualities that would count heavil,Y 
in his favor, for such a position. His intellectual abilltg is 
outstanding. He is brilliant, broad, energetic, and cultivated. 
On the other hand, there is possibly a question as to how strong 
he has shown himself in organizL,g and executive ability'. He is 
not always prompt, and is more fertile in ideas than practical 
in his judgments, from my standpoint. 

Nevertheless, I should hesitate to give you the impression 
that his selection would be of doubtful advisability. In ...-vinning 
personality, high principles, innate tact and cooperativeness in 
huml:Ul relationships, intellectual and professional distinction, 
and culture he has qualities that would be hard to m9.tch, taken 
together, as qualifications for filling a position of the kind 
under consideration and in the field of forestry, in a great 
University. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Herbert A. Smith 



RELEASE: 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Tuesday AFTERNOON papers, 
Dece1::ber 17, 1935. 

UNIVERSITY NEWS OFFICE 

1935-452 

Completion of the permanent fence around the Harvard College 

yard, including the erection of a large memorial gate in honor of 

the late President Eliot, will be effected in time for the 

Tercentenary celebration next year. The building of the gate and 

770 feet of decorative iron fence,conforming in design to the 

existing yard fence, is made rossible through a. gift of the class 

of 1908. The architects will be the firm of Oram and Ferguson. 

The Eliot gate will be located on Quincy street, between 

Emerson hall and the president's house. On either side of this 

gate, the temporary wooden fence which extends for 320 feet from 

the Dudley gate to Sever quadrangle will be rerlaced t-y a permanent 

fence. 

The two other temporary wccden secticns in the yard fence 

which will be rebuilt are 300 feet on Quincy street from Sever. 

quadrangle to Robinson hall corner, and 150 feet frcm the Old Fcgg 

museum, now Hunt hall, to the Meyer gate in front of Thayer hall. 

The fence and gates surrounding the yard, with the exception 

of the Johnston, Meyer, Class of ld90, McKean, and Dudley gates, 

were given by the classes of 1857, 1 70, 173, 174, 175, '76, '77, 

180, 181, 185, 186, 187, 188, and 189. Thcugh the various sections 

were built at intervals between 1890 and 1915 and each section has 

an individual character, the designs have been ~ade so that all the 

sections harmonize. 

(enc.) 
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THE BLACK RUCK FOREST 

Cornwall-on-Hudson, N.Y. 

December 16, 1955 

Dear Dr. Merrill: 

Your letter of December 15 arrived simultaneously 
with Dr. Stillman's popping in here. I am now quite familiar with 
the set-up, and think it A-1. I am so pleased with the idea of 
developing the "super-graduate" school that you have briefly out­
lined. I have for long felt that the equipment at Petersham was· 
not beine completely utilized. 

Now, as to Shepard. I've known him for about 25 
years. We were in the school together. I have always rated him 
as a big man. His viewpoints are large; he has travelled and made 
num8rous contacts, which haven't hurt him in the least. His judg­
ments regarding people are, I think, sound. His ideals are very 
high. I admit that Shep is sort of owlish-looking but that's no 
harm done. He can get along witn anyone who is reasonably human. 
Furthermore, he is a hard worker, and would expect his subordinates 
or associates to produce in reasonable degree. I think it is bully 
that you are seriously considering him. With conditions at Petersham 
as fluid and uncertain as at present, I feel certain that Shepard, 
with his background, personality and acquaintance (he could, I think, 
raise some cash among lumbermen) can knot the strings together and 
lick the plan into shape. Believe me, if I can help either of you 
with suggestions - anything but funds! - you may count on me loo%. 

Bert Upham has written me occasional fulminations 
about the tense situation at the school. I'm inclined to agree with 
you regarding Cline. I am of the opinion that he is far too small a man 
for the main job. He appears to have an unfortunately large amount of 
that professional jealousy which we all encounter now and then. He 
surely has made indiscreet utterances; what you have quoted came back 
to me - with another, that he hoped "that President Conant wouldn't talce 
all his ideas from Hal Tryon". When I was a student there friction was 
noticeable by its absence. I do hope you can restore that condition. 
Again, I think the plan of broadening the School base is first-rate. It 
is what I have hoped for since some years past. 

I hope your Christmas will be quite all right; also that 
19:36 will line up in proper shape. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) H.H. Tryon 



... 

Dear Dr. Merrill: 

2 Wall Street, 

New York, N. Y. 

December 18, 1935. 

Referring to your letter of December 5th, and that or 

December 15th, I have succeeded in getting in contact with my friend 
you 

Lawrance Rathbun, the forester, who/v1ill be interested to know highly 

approves of your general ideas regarding the development or The Forest. 

He tell~ me that he knows Shepard and likes him, and 

that he has checked around with various people, having heard that there 

was a possibility of Shepard being appointed to The Harvard Forest, and 

has received t.'le highest reports, particularly from Graves at the Yale 

Forestry School and Chapman {I think that was the name) of the same placee 

They have the very highest opinion of Shepard from every point of view. 

These are probably checks which you have already nade, but I send them 

along for what they are worth. 

Rathbun is also a friend of Cline's, and tells me that 

he believes if Cline were left at The Forest to work under an adequate 

Director he would be entirely happy. Cline told Rathbun sometime back 

that he did not aspire to be the Director of The Forest and occupy the 

position which Fisher uJed to occupy. 

I am writing to Mr. Adams, the Chairman of the Executive 

Committee of the Overseers, to see if I can get Rathbun appointed a 

member of the Visiting Committee. I know he would be willing to do it, 
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and would give some time to it, and I am sure that you would like him. 

I think he could do much to help both you and myself. 

I am going to pursue some oth€r lines, and will report 

further later. 

Dr. Elmer D. Merrill, 
Administrator, The Gray Herbarium, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) H. S. Morgan 



DAY LETTER 

Dr. Hueh Cabot 
1:ayo Clinic 
Rocnester, Minnesota 

December ~o, 1935 

Very much interested in your letter December 

fourteenth •. ' Am sure Dr. Merrill would ap;)reciate hearing 

from you directly as he will soon make importcnt decisions 

in regard to the Harvard Forest. 

James B. Conant 



F'. \/. Taussig 

C:➔ mLrici0 e, :.!ass. 

Dear Jerome: 

(Original sent to Dr. E.G. Stillman) 

uecember 21, L3c5 

If you h£,ve occ:.,sion to com,:mnicz,te vii th the men, or 

men, ~ho have been most active in briniing about the com-

pletion of the Yc.tru fence, I ';,ish you would say to them 

(or him) how ::.uch those of us v1ho are on the ground and 

who have occc:sion to go by the Y2ru. daily appreciate the 

gift. It will round. up a a1ovement which I have almiys 

thought very beautiful. This dignified and appropriate 

fence sy1abolizcs not the wish of any one man, or set of 

men, to show tL1eir 1::.ffection anu their generosity, but a 

deep feeling among the sons of the University as a whole 

for our Alma Jater. I am not sure whether you will get 

other letters of this kinJ, but I have no question that 

there E..re m~ny who would want to say a word 11' ti1ey knew 

whom to aduress. 

Coruially yours, 

(signed) F. W. Taussig 

~r. Jerome D. Greene 

10 University ilall 

Crn:1briu6e, Massachusetts 
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M. L. FERNALD, Curator 

Fisher Prof. Nat. Hist. (Bo!.) 
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LYMAN B. SMITH, Assistant 
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MARJORIE W. STONE, Bibliographer 

President Janes B. Conant, 
University Hall, 

Canbridge. 

Dear President Conant: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 

Dec. 27, 1935. 

In reference to the inclosed recommendation 
appertaininc; to :.Ir. Ward Shepard, may I sugcest that it would be 
desirable for you to adcress a letter to President Roosevelt re­
que·s ting t1:a t the Secretary of the Interior r;rant I.!r. Shepard 
leave of absence to enable him to accept ap _ _qointment at Petersham. 

In connection with this matter, please read :.Ir. John Collier's 
letter of Dec. 24th, copy inclosed.. He states t:1a.t the actual 
grant of leave of absence '.':Ould. have to be 6 iven by the Secretary 
of the Interior, but that he woulc: be clad to advise hi~ at the 
proper time t;1at leave of absence shoul6 'be r,ranted.. Please note 
that ile st:.:.tes that a!1y leave c;ranted· by the present acninistration 
is not b!.nding on the next adninistration. 

EDU/Fl.lG 

Very truly yours, 

E. D, I.rerr1J.l, 
Adr.tlnictrator. 



M. L. FERNALD, Curator 
Fisher Prof. Nat. Hist. (Bot.) 

CHARLES A. WEATHERBY, Assistant Curato, 
LYMAN 8. SMITH, Assistant 
MILTON HOPKINS, Assistant 
RUTH D. SANDERSON, Librarian 
_MARJORIE W. STONE, Bibliographer 

Dear President Conant: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. 

Dec. 27, 1935. 

I reco;.1;·:1enc. t~1e a'J:)oint::ient of :.:r. \'lard She·oard as 
Director of the Harvarcl Forest Rt 8.n annual SAlary of $7500 .oo,. effect­
ive April 1, 1936. T::-1is not to be a :per!.lanent ap:9olntr.1ent but one for a 
period. of fiftet:n months subject to renewal at a later date for t':1.e 
reasons given below. 

The inaC:.equate incori.e of the :-fo.rvaro. Forest hardly permits of a 
oermanent solution of tl:e forest problem a.t present. A sup~oorter of the 
forest offers the Uni vei-·si ty $15,000 pt•r Jear for the next three :\'~~rs 
to enable us to in·l tiate same 1•eorgan lzation v.nd. e;:pansion, \'!1th the 
houe tl10.t within thci.t ".)eriod the Earvarc~ Forest cc.n be placed en a more 
perr1anent basis financ.ially and otherwise. T"!1is Gift renders t~1.is a}Yooint­
ment possible. 

The tente.tive plan, in v1'!1ich the donor is :9ersonally much interested, 
is to maintain anc1 if :_oossi';Jle increase the 1::tportant sylvicultural v1ork 
carried on at Petersham an(l at the se.me tine 'broaa.en the scope of gradu­
ate instruction in forestry to include forest econonics, forest finance, 
etc. ti.1rout;h coopers.t.ion v:i tn e:-:istinr, uni ts in Ce .. -:i"oric.ce. In other 
words not to train foresters as such out to train professional forest­
ers anc-. others for lenders':lip in forestry, conservation, RcministrRtlon, 
f.or wi.1ich there is at present e.nd presumably will continue to be a strong 
demand. 

\'/1th the present fimmcial 11ml tat ions our field of choice 1s lini ted. 
We can scarcely offer a 11 pernanent 11 a9pointnent wit'::out committing the 
Corporation to a future :orogra::1 of expencUture t'rmt !night be absolutely 
denendent on increased allocations of coroorate funds after the first 
three years. The services of ar. Shene.rd· co.n be secured on the basis 
of leave of Ei.bsence from his present posltion .in \'lns:1.inr;ton. He is 
willing to accept 11 tempora.ry 11 as contrasted to 11 perr.1e.nent 11 a9:1ointment, 
this L1 no way obliGe.tinG the Corporation to continue the program on the 
basis of Corporation fund.s after the three year term for which ad.a.itlon­
al funds Rre to be provia_ed fro::t e::-:tra-insti tutional sources. He be­
lieves that within that three year period he can justify the e,:pa.nsion 
program o.nd ensure its perpetuation finnncially. 

I ha.VA contttcted. many in.:': ividunla regarding the matter of Directors'ilip 
of the Harvard Forest. About 30 alu!:lni, stimule.ted. by 011e or two 
members of the grOU!J have corrrnunicated with me in su1J:;>ort of !i!'t•. Cline, 
Ac tine; Director, for the Directorsl•~i:p; yet 1r,,1.i viduaJ..s who wrote ree vol ... 
untn.rily in supqo:rt of Vr. Cline, Hre equally or even more emphatic re­
carc.ling the wider progre.m ancl the appointment of Ur. Shepard. 

I hn.ve diecus sed this v11 th Hr. John Ar.les, Hr. Wharton I n.na. Ur. Henry 



s. Horgan, members of the Visiting Committee, copies of their letters 
attached. 

It shoulc. be noted that !.!r. Ames and. Hr. Wharton, both strong 
supooPters of the forest, insist thnt the sylvicultural work must be 
ne.intained.. Uy e.tti tucle is that it raust not only be maintained, but 
that it must be increased if possible. 

I hact tacitly assu1,1ed, Knowing little e.bout it, that the Harvard 
Forest pro~lem was a minor one in the botanical field, but at least 
in ti1e forestry profession anc. among the numerous su9~1orters of 
forestry, it is a major problem; my doc~et has assumed large propor­
tions in the course of three months. 

While I have the hichest adnire.tion of ;rr. Cline I s ability as a 
sylviculturist, I have come to the definite conclusion that he does 
not have the bread.th of viev: nor the outside contacts essential for 
the !10sition of Director, t'his being particul2.rly true if the wider 
pro6ram is to be developeC.. This is in no way e. reflection on lir. 
Cline as Fl s;ylviculturist, for in this field he has cione outstanding 
pioneer work, malcin;; the Harvard Forest tr.e !!lost outstanding one in 
this field in North America. 

It see:ns to me t':1at with the appointment of Ur. S!1epard e.nd the 
now possible expansion of the base of graduate instruction in 
forestry that the University has e:veryt:1ing to gain and nothing to 
lose. T:.'1.e only other e.lternative t;1at I can now see would be frankly 
the rec.uction of tl1e Harvarc. Forest to a demonstration area, and a 
still further re&uction in gra&uate instruction in forestry. This 
\'tould be a catastroohe in view of the uersonal interests and. extensive 
future plAns.for the forest on the part of one of the deeply inter­
ested financial supporters. 

Submitted herewit'!1 is ?.Ir. s:1epa.rd's letter of Nov. 21,which we dis­
cussed in conference, biographical and bibliographic data regarding 
!.Ir. Shepard, rmd copies of letters in support of the a9po1ntment and 
of the plan of development. 

Very truly yours, 

E~ 
Administrator of Botanical Collections. 



, . . , 
Supporting letters, cooies herewith, from: 

,,,, H. :i:. Chapman, Yale University, Presiuent Society of A":lerican 
Forestry. 

/ Thomas H. Gill, Secretary, Charles Lathrop Pack, Forest Edu­
catlon Board 

, H. H. Bennett, Chief, Soil Conservation Service, Washington 

1 s. N. Spring, Dean, N. Y. State College of Forestry, Syrnnuse 

1 Henry s. Gr•aves, Dean, Ye.le School of Forestry, New Haven 

H. A. S111.it:b. 1 T.T. S. Forest Service, Washine;ton 

W, K. TllOI:'.'!!1S 1 Ex0cutive Director, Carl Schurz Hemorial 
Foun·:::.a.t ion, Philac.elpb.ia 

,,,-H. H. Tryon, Director, Blackroclc Forest, Cornwall, N. Y. 

1 E. n. Clapp, Associate Chief, Forest Service, We,shington 

/ F. A. Silcox, Chief, Forest Service, Washincton 

/ s. T. Dana, Dean of Forestry, University of !.tichige.n, Ann Arbor 

Walter ~~lford, Professor of Forestry, University of California, 
Berkeley 

✓ John Collier, Cont"1issioner of InuiBn Affairs, Washington 

----------

1.!EI:IBERS OF 'l'HE VISITD!G co:::.:IT'l'EE 

(Hote A."!les I s 

rienry s. Morr;e.n 
\'/illlrun P. Wharton 
John Ames 

e.nd. 'iihn.rton 1 s attitude reB:ar<Ung 
of the sylvicultural work) 

the continuation 



Dr. E. D. Merrill, 
Gray Herbarium, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Doctor Merrill: 

Yale University, 
School of Forestry, 
New Haven, Conn. 

December 6, 1935. 

In the light of wh~t you state as the possible 
objective in the development of forest education and research at 
Harvard, it would be ID3' opinion that Mr. Ward Shep!ll'd is probably 
as highly equipped and as capable a man as could be found at present. 

I have known him since 1915 very intimately 
and we were both connected with the U. s. Forest Service at 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. He is a man of unusual capacity and 
individuality; very practical and far-seeing in his views and has 
a rather unusual ability of doing the right thing at the right 
time in getting them across. He is very highly respected in the 
profession and is at the present time one of the directors of the 
Society. He was considered for Editor of the Journ9.l of Forestry­
but his official duties prevented him from accepting this position. 
Shepard is a forceful writer and very- painstaking, thorough and 
accurate in anything he puts out. His specitl field is economics 
of forestry in which he has had much practical experience and of 
which his present job is an example. 

I could add more but I believe this statement 
covers what you wish to know. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) H. H. Chapman 

President 



Charles Lathrop Pack 
Forest Education Board 

Dr. E. D. Merrill, Administrator, 
Gray Herbarium, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Dr. Merrill& 

Office of the Secretary 
1214 Sixteenth St., N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 

December 11, 1955. 

Your letter of December 4th, having to do with future plans for the 
Harvard Forest and for a graduate school of forestry, was of great 
interest to me. As one who has made his pilgrimage to Petersham 1n the 
past, I am glad indeed that the work there is to be made of increasing 
value to the profession. 

In regard to my estimate of Mr. Ward Shepard, I have been familiar 
with his work for the past twelve years, during the early part of which 
we were both stationed in the Washington Office of the U. s. Forest 
Service. At that time he was reg~ded by the great majority' of his 
colleagues as one of the coming men, and I think the last few years 
have well fulfilled that prophecy. He has gone on to increasingly 
import9.llt duties with the Indian Service, and upon these Mr. John Collier, 
of course, could give you more detailed information than I. 

Shepard, it seems to me, possesses the outstanding gift of creative 
imagination, and has used this in evolving, largely by himself, programs 
and plans that have definitely helped shape the policies of the forest 
movement for the past eight years - by this I mean such individual 
contributions as his statement of the forest policy which was adopted 
by the Society of American foresters. It was Shepud who, sensing the 
possibilities of obtaining conservative lumbering by means of the NRA, 
almost single-handed championed and successfully fathered the famous 
Article X of the Lumber Code - provisions having to do with silvicultural 
practices on privately owned timberland. 

In breadth of viewpoint, Shepard is equalled by very few men in the 
forestry profession, and I am measuring my words when Isa::, that I do not 
believe four men in active forestry toda,,y exceed him in mental stature 
and broad intellectual outlook. It seems to me that this, coupled with 
the wide and varied experience he has had in Government work, should commend 
him to you as an exceedingly promising candidate for the directorship of 
your proposed school. It seems to me he should be an ideal man for the job. 
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Let me close by saying that the subject of forest education is very­
dear to my heart, and one on which my chief efforts have for some time 
been devoted. The forestry profession is in sore need of just the kind 
of school I infer from your letter you plan to establish. Tie already 
have too many forest schools busily employed in adding to the mediocrity 
of the profession, and for this reason you have all my best wishes for 
the success of the new Harvard school. 

If I can be of any further service to you, please do not hesitate 
to write me. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed} Tom Gill 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 
8oil Conservation Service 
Washington, D. C. 

December 7, 1955. 

Dr. E. D. Merrill, Administrator, 
Gray Herbarium, Harvard University-, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Doctor Merrill: 

Your letter of December 4, regarding the 
directorship of your proposed development of the Harvard Forest, 
is received. 

I have the highest opinion of Mr. Ward Shepard 
as an outstanding forester. He is a man of broad vision, a 
thinker and a man of leadership and action. I would consider him 
aclmirabl,Y qualified for the directorship of the contemplated 
development. 

If you wish to consider other possibilities 
I have heard that Professor"• F. Ramsdell, School of Forestry 
and Conservation, University of Michigan has exceptional qualifi­
cations for the field of forest economics. Also, Mr. E. L. Demmon, 
Director of the Southern Forest Experiment Station, Forest Service, 
is an unusually capable man who has good qualifications for 
development along forest economic lines. However, I do not 
know of aLY better all-round man for your work than Mr. Shepard. 

Sincerel,Y yours, 

(Signed) H. H. Bennett 



Dr. E. D. Merrill 
Gray Herbarium 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Doctor Merrills 

The New York State College of Forestry 
Syracuse University, 
Syracuse, New York. 

December 10, 1955. 

Your letter of December 4 is received and I find 
myself much interested in the problems which you have set forth 
confidentially. I am particularly glad to see your interest in 
develo?ing training along the lines of forest economics. 

In reference to Ward Shepard whom you are con­
sidering, I regard him very favorably in this connection. He is a 
fellow member of the Council of the Society of American Foresters and 
his opinions in that committee are held in very high reg~rd. His 
period of study in Europe and his thoro appreciation of national 
economic problems fits him, I think, admirably for a position in the 
educational field, particularly along the lines which you have in mind. 
He has a keen mind and is one who thoroly and thoughtfully does his 
work. His personality is excellent and such as would fit into the 
associations necessary in carrying out your plans. 

May I suggest that if you have not Dean H. S. Graves 
as a reference in this matter that you communicate with him since he 
has even more intimate knowledge of Ward Shepard than I have. 

In whatever reorganization you contemplate I hope 
very much that Mr. Cline may have a prominent part, particularly with 
reference to the Harvard Forest and the abilit7 to handle the 
applications of forestry in the business of the Forest. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) Samuel N. Spring, Dean 



---

Mr. E. D. Merrill, 
Gray Herbarium, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Merrill: 

Yale University, 
School of Forestry, 
New Haven, Connecticut. 

December 10, 1955. 

I have your interesting letter of December 4. Some time 
ago Henry James stopped in New Haven, and among other things we discussed 
the problem of forestr-1 at Harvard. I expressed my conviction, long held, 
that there is an opportunity for work in forestry at Ha.rv1rd of a dis­
tinctive character. You have the background laid by R. T. Fisher which 
has been given large recognition by the profession of forestry. The 
Harvard Forest and the work done by the staff stand high in esteem of 
foresters throughout the country. 

We all think very highly of Mr. Cline, who would certainly 
be an excellent man to be resident manager of the Forest. rie have a tract 
of 7500 acres in northern Connecticut, managed by a resident director, 
with rank of assistant professor. He manages the forest, and takes part 
in the work of the summer school. He will in the long run do much more 
teaching in game administration and various other phases of estate 
management, forest improvements, applied cost accounting, business 
administration, and the like. 

Our degree of Master of Forestry is granted through the 
School of Forestry. The work centers around professional training in 
forestry. Students who wish to specfalize furthE:r may continue in this 
school if their work is in the aii1,lied fields. Those looking toward the 
Ph.D. degree in fundamental fields are enrolled in the Graduate School. 
Their work is directed by a committee on forestry of which I am chairman, 
with vs.rious others in the faculty of the School of Forestry as members. 
The committee includes also members of other Departments whose work is 
related to forestry, like economics, zoology, and botany. 

I assume +.,hat you would have a similar committee in 
Cambridge which would bring together the interests of various departments 
concerned with basic features of forestry, under the leadership of the 
Professor of Forestry. 

I have known Ward Shepard maey years. He is a Harvard 
graduate und greatly interested in the work at the Harvard Forest. When 
I undertook the study of forest education, under a grant from the Carnegie 
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Foundation a few years ago, I offered Shepard the opportunity to be our 
active field investigator. He was unable to accept for various reasons. 
He has been something of a student of education, and, I think, has always 
looked forward to university work as his final goal. Shepard has had 
long experience in public service. No one has a better background for 
work in forest economics and policy. He is scholarly n.nd an excellent 
vrriter, and would be very productive. His wife -1.s a woman of cultivation 
and great charm. 

I think that Shepard would win the confidence of the 
other professors at Harvard, and would be skillful in securing their 
cooperation. 

Do these suggestions help you in any way? 

Vecy sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Henry s. Graves 



Prof. E. D. Merrill, 
Adnrl.nis tr-i tor, Grny Horb:1.rium, 
li.u·v'.ird Uni versi t.,, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

De:ir Profes~or Yerrtll1 

The Ontario 
w~shington, D. C. 

December 161 1955. 

Your letter of December ll is receiveu. It leava3 me uncertain 
,.,-nether, Wldt.:r the plan;, beinG conl>idered for amplifying the instruction 
in forestry at Harvard, the Director of the Harv•u·ct Foreat wo\11.d 
assume ch,\rge or the b•liltinti; up 'llld ln3..'l·1!_;ement of tile orgmized 
bro~der field of instruction, or -;fhether this ·l'lould be n separate 
task. The excel.lent wrk th;it ll'\S been done ,mci, I tu1der3t.:U1d, is 
being aone by the H:ir-nrd lt'orent re;.e:irch sta.t'f on the ground has 
set ,l vvry high st:t.'ld'.trdJ and I presurr:e, therefore, you ·1ro looking 
not for a neif director of rese•trch but for !l University deputmental 
or d.i:~iuion:u. !l.tministr!lt.or. 

Ward Shep;u-d has m'lll,f quiu.ities th.,it would count ho~vily 
in his f4vor, for such~ po3ition. Hi3 intellectu'Ll ability is 
out;,t:mding. He ta brtlli;mt, bro'.ld 1 energetic, ;md cultiv·iwd. 
On th(;, othr:r lnnd, there is pos,1ibly a q\le,,;tion as to how otrong 
he has shol'ill himself in organt ·1,ing ID•i executive 'lbi.ll -f:.1. He is 
not 11lwny3 prompt, mld in more fertlle in ide·1s than practic·u. 
in his Judgments, from lffJ' st!l.Ddpoint. 

Hevertileleas, I should hosit::ite to give you the impression 
th3.t nis selection ;1ould be of doubtful :lciViS·.ibili t;r. In ·n1nning 
per:lon'.il.ity, high principles, inn:i.te t:1ct 0md cooper1.t\.venes3 1n 
hwn-'l?l rt1lation.,hips, intellectulil and proCesstonal d1stinctlon, 
anJ culture he i1as qu:ilities th::i.t .Youlci be h:U"J. to m!l.tch, t.<lken 
tocethor, as qu:.u.ifications for filling a poai tion of the kind 
under consider!ltion !lllll in the field of forestry, in :i gre'lt 
Univer:Jity. • 

v~~, trul.1 yours, 

(Signed) Herbert A. Smith 



Carl Schu::z lfo.t1orii1.l Foundation, Inc. 
:~2-5 South 15th tlt., 
Phil:1delphi1., P1. 

December 9, 1935. 

Dr. E. D. Merrill, .adninistr1tor 
Gr,v lk::-b·'i.rl..um, H·:1rv:1rd UniversitY, 
Cat1bridie, M~s3. 

Dear Dr. Merrills 

I ~!:l gl'ld to }.no·.'f ·:1.b~ut the possible de-relopments or the 
forcJtl7 ::icnool of il:u-v·1r~l UniverJitf '.tnri a•:>pe tiv.1t your phn:J ·,1111 work 
out :a.ucces:-;fall.7. - I shc1ll of course, tr•.::i t the infonr.·1 tton !ihich you h'.1Ve 
give~ ~o, co~fidentisl. 

ft.0 1!1·. rb.r:.i 3hep:izvJ.. - ,nwn t.l-J.e Cnl Jchurz J.temori'll 
Fountl1tion bq;'.m itJ •.;orlt i-a tiw fiel'..l ?f ::ore;:t:7, thE-/ rn:;.du s grmt to 
Ur. i3;."1t1pai•J to en3.blb .nim to ~:l.l.,c :!. fu::.·ther :.1 bey of th0 v·1rio-..rn branches 
of ;;·~.102tr/ i';o:;:l: in Gcm::.n;,·, !ts :1 b:lsis fo1• ·.1 dectuion on the lines that 
miJ,>it be, follo-..o:i b/ the Fo'.lnd'.\tlon in connection rl tn Aneric!ltl forestry. 
His wori! wa:l very s:.i.t:.uf:icto::y !.illd. ht: m:.de - au .:'!tr •is ·n! ·:rnre concerned 
a cowprehbnJive :m;,•vc./ ·,,ilich scrvci :is a b:w:!.~ for our fin'.ll •fodstons. 
Since th"'t title we h:1.v1:. kept in touch •.nth Hr. Sr.ep,1rd., t'.lthou.eh he is 
not on our Forc;-:it:c7 Ad•risor-.( Com::iittee, ::inii he h:\S rend.Pred iavalu'lble 
service. 

I bcliovc th:i.t Ur. Shql:u:d h1s ~.1 comprehen:3ive knowledge 
of the various phaseLJ of fore~tr.1'• So fnr s.s I kno,·1i he hllL'I not si:ecbll.zed 
1n 9JJ:f one fiEild., al taough I bdieve he is r.1.ore con•r<n·n,in t d th the 
production sidt: of forestry thim :-dth th•1t of dtst!-il:-utlon. Our cont:\cts 
with hi!n i'ro1:1 the st:lllip.Jin t of the knodedge :,f the .'.'ield h,wr, been ver/ 
satisf.1ctory. 

I know vor/ litUe '.lbo•1t his aOlllidstr:i.tlve ability. 
My impres~l.on, howc,ver., is th'i.t he ~,111 proouce the beat re1Jults 'l'l'hen he 
is virtu:.u.ly his own boss ruid c:m devel.:>p his field n.ccordlng to his omi 
ia.e:i.a. He is quite ambitious and this sometimes interferes dth aomo 
of the pl.ms of his superior;;. However., I h:i.ve a.h,iys found him agreeable 
md plensn.nt., !llld have never kno-:m him to be obstin11t~ or he!ldstrong in 
the fsce of conflicting opinions. 

Mr. 8hep,:,.rd h:,.s a gift i'or vrriting and m'lkes n ple(ls,mt 
impression upon people whom he meets, both 1n a porsonal md a public ,,33. 

I believe th:it Ur. Sheplrd is well a.cqu\inted with moot 
of tho men who uro active in tore:1try 'ifOrk in the United State.-1, llo·Ncver, 
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I cm uot Jzy- ver-y much on this pc-int excG_:;t to r1t,:c,tt:· :.lnt Gpp:•.re::tly he is 
on very good terms 'vith Mr. Sileo):, tlH', chi.ef of.' tbe f::>1't.!:Jt:r.r divLsion, 
!1.Ild with the men who '.U'e in the DE:p 1rtnen t cf F0n°::; trJ in '/h.,ilingl.on. 

Trullting tlv1t the above st:ltements ·11ill be of somA help 
to 1ou, I am, 

!ours sincerely, 

(Signed) Wilbur K. Thomas 



>' 

C u P Y 

TH1 BLAC.:K faJCK FJREST 

Corn-.vull-on-Hudoon, N.Y. 

December 16, 1935 

Deur Dr. Merrill& 

Your letter of December 15 urrived simultaneously 
with Dr. Stillman's popping in here. I run now quite familil.a.r dth 
the set-up, and think it A-1. I wn so pleased with the idea of 
developing the "super-1:,Taduate" school thut you hnve briefly out­
lined. I have for lon6 felt that the equipiwnt at Petershrua wns 
not beinL completely utilized. 

Now, as to Shepard. I've known him for about 25 
years. We were in the school together. I have always rated bia 
as a big man. His viewpoints are laree; he has travelled and made 
num,.rous contacts, which haven't hurt him in the least. His Judg­
ments regnrdlnG people are, I think, sound. Hia ideals nre very 
high. I admit that Shep is sort of owlish-looking but that's no 
harm done. He can get along wita C10Yune who is reasonably human. 
Furthermore, he is a hard worker, and would expect his subordinates 
or associates to produce in reuson:.ble deic,Tee. I think it ls bully 
that you are seriously considering him. With conditions at Petersham. 
as fluid and uncertain as at present, I feel certain th~t Shepard, 
with his background, personality and acquuintunce (he could, I think, 
raise some cash among lumbermen) can knot tl1e strings totether o.nd 
lick the plan into shape. Be~icve me, I.f I cun help either of you 
with suggestions - anything but funcs! - you ~· count on me 100,'t. 

Bert Upham has written me occasional fulmin~ttons 
about the tense situation at the school. I'm inclined to atTee with 
you regarding Cline. I am of the opinion that he is far too small a man 
for the main job. He a;ipeurs to hu.ve an Wlfortunu.tely large amount of 
that professional jealousy which we all encounter now and then. He 
surely has inade indiscreet utter~nces; what you have quoted came back 
to me - with another, that he hoped "thQt iresident Conant wouldn't take 
all his ideas frorr. full Tryon". lhen 1 was a Etud.ent thero friction ffllS 

noticeable by its ab3ence. I do hope you can restore that condition. 
~:ain, I think tha plan of broadening the 3chool base is first-rate. It 
is what I have hoped for sines some years past. 

I hope your Christ~s will be quite all righta also that 
1936 will line up in proper shape. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) H.H. Tryon 



Dr. E. D. Merrill, 
Administrator, Gray Her~arium, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Doctor Merrill: 

United States Department of Agriculture, 
Forest Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

December 16, 1955. 

Your letter of December 5 is received. I 

have known Mr. Ward Shep4rd for a number of years. He has 

exceptional breadth of view, wide contacts, and his interest 

during recent years has been along the general lines indicated 

in your letter. I believe, accordingly, that he would meet 

better than almost any other man available most and perhaps all 

of the qualifications which you have in mind. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) E. H. Clapp 

Associate Chief, Forest Service 



Mr. E. D. Merrill, 
Administrator, Gray Herbarium, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Merrills 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

December 7, 1935. 

Ward Shepard has breadth of training, wide travel, 
enthusiasm, and ability to express himself, 9.Ild my impression of 
him is that he should be seriousl,y considered for the position. 
I wish it were possible for me to have had opportWlity to be more 
thoroughly ac,iua:Snted with the Herbarium at Harvard University. 
UnfortW1ately I have not had this chance. It sounds to me a wise 
policy to keep the objective of the institution as a graduate 
school of forestr-/ and be a real contribution, for we need more 
men who are thoroughly grounded in forest economics as a special 
field after they have had their undergraduate work in forestry. 

Some time I hope to meet you personally. Your 
postscript at the end of your letter brought back a flood of memories 
and served to identify yourself, because the occasion of introduction 
into the fraternity was a real event. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed} f: A. Silcox 

Chief, Forest Service 



GOP I 

UNIVU'..::ilTY uF l:lICJIGMl, ANN JUIBJR 
0CHuJL Jl: FvruBT~{Y AllD CvNSEHVATiuN 

Dr. E. D. Merrill 
Gra.y Herbo.rium, 
lbrvu.rc: Onivt.;rslty, 
C;1m't-rid6e, llfa.asachusetts 

Dr-!D.r Doctor i>ierrilll 

Decor::ber 111 1955 

I am .::lad to hen'.:" .::rom your lettf:r of Dcce~be.r 4 
tho.t plnns a.re under way for the development o: forest,ry at Harvard 
alon.; 'tro'ld-2r lin~s tta.n h.:!.ve b&er. follol\'ed in t~c> past. Increased 
empha::;is on the; economic o.nd social aspects of forestry, concentra­
tion on t:rcdu:.i.t<:: 'l"ork, and clo::e coopE'rttt.ion wit.h th<> ~-n..Y other re­
lated units in the Univc1-sity strike me £,s particularly important 
and desir~1.ble features o:' the proposed prot:,r.:im. If' this can be put into 
effect y;i th adequate financbl support, Harvard should beco1&e one of the 
outstand1n1.;, lcudert. in fo1•cst education. 

Mr. Ward S~wpard h3.s conslde.·nblc native nl·ilit.y, a 
good technica.l truininl, a v:ide und v.iri(.-cl experi€:nce, and a pleasant 
pcrsonnlity. He is chiofly intcn•e:;ited in m.'.ltters of forest policy 
toward which he has n "pro;;ressive" uttitudee He ,vrites e;,_ceptionall.y 
well, and l shoulc'l. rei-'lrd him as primarily a puhliclst rnthnr than eltnEr 
nn invosti0 utor or nn ade,inistrator. lie ls p0rhap:; a bit of a dilletonte, 
nnd :1is work tends to be ch!lr,1.ct,erized by flashes of hrillb.nce: rather tbn.n 
by thoroughness anc stability. He n~s plenty of energy, enthusinsm, nnd 
im&t::inati,m, ;?_nd is a.n interr-:::tini_- o.nd ngree11ble c•.>mpunion with those whom 
he rei.;o.rds ns his socinl. nn.d intellectuul equals. I should say thut his 
stron.r.; points woulcl sho,.· up to '!:-est ltdva.ntage ns an individual worker rather 
than ns a member of a team, and thllt n tendency to be somewhu.t self-center­
ed might interfere wi+,h I.is effectiveness as leader of an organization. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Dean 
Confidential 



(COPY) . 

Ur. E. D, !.!errill 
Aclr:iinistrator, Gray Herbarium 
Harvard University 
Canbridc;e, !.!assac::usetts 

Dear Ur, I.:errill: 

December 24, 1935. 

Your letter of Decer;ib2r 20 has res.chec_ me. I had been 
e.dvised, previously, by Er. s:::e)ard concerning your plan. 

You e.slc me about Ur. Shepard's aualifications, I consider 
them to be the hif;hest, When we were ores.tine; the position of 
specialist in lane. policy in the Inc.ie.n Service, two years ago, 
I canvassed t:!:1e possible nen, and I hac. no doubt the-t I.rr. Shepard 
was the best e~uipped of then all. The event has proved this to 
be the case. Llr. Shepard combines a wide philosophical view with 
a firm and never-yielding grasp of tec:mical c" .. etail, and he uses 
a disciplined imagination. 

While it would be a serious, ev~n if ter:1.porary, loss to 
the In.: ian Service, I s}:ould not want to s tano_ in the way of 
what you Qesire. The actual grDnt of leave of absence would 
have to be given by the Secretary of the Interior, but I shall 
be glad, at the proper time, to a<ivise him that the leave of 
absence should. be granted. 

Of course, there can be no un~er~P..::lnc by this A~~inistra­
tion which woulc. be bincUng u:9on tne next Ac...::1inistration, in the 
event of a new Presi~ency. Leavinrr t~at contincency aside, I 
can assure you t~:at our need a..'1c, wish for I.Ir. Shepard's services 
will continue. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sicned) Jo~n Collier 
Co::nicsioner. 



December 31, 1965 

Dear Frank, 

Your letter about the completion of the Yard fence 

is one of those kind and thoughtful acts which many people 

think ::>f perf::>rming snd almost never do. The new sections 

of the Yard fence, including the Eliot Gate, are a gift of 

the Class of 190)3, but there is an individu&l who has had 

more to do with it than anyone else and who is very anxious 

to remain anonymous. I dare say you would know him it I 

were at liberty to give you his name; but, at any rate, he 

knows you, &nd I shall send him the orig.inal of your lett€·r 

to keep. I icnow i.1e will value it immensely and perht-ips some 

day he will give himself away. 

Pr6ressor frank w. Taussig 
2 Scott Street 
Cambridge, Uassachusetts 

Sincerely yours, 

JEEOME D. GREENE 



December 31, 1935 

Dear Ernest, 

Here is a nice letter from Taussig, 

which I kn'.Jw will please you _immensely. He 

is~ fine chap, 2nd if you ever get to the 
' point of loosening up on your anonymity, at 

least to him, you might acknowledge his 

letter; but there is no call for that nqw. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Ernest G. Stillman 
45 Last 75th Street 
New York, New York 

JEROME D. GREENE 

\ 



Dear Jerome: 

ARLINGTON STREET CHURCH 
BOSTON, MASS. 

December 31, 1935 

The gate on your Christmas card is very 
all~ring. Jhet a charming house also is depicted 
on the card sent us by Helen and young Jerome. It 
is sin~ularly like in ap~eerence tJ the house my 
son Charles has built in '"ashington. 

I am delL;hted v:i th the pros-pect of com­
~letin~ the fence around the Yard, and hrving an 
.:::liot Gate on Quine.:: ·::treat. l suspect that you had 
a hand in th& t arroru;ement. Can :1ou te 11 me v:ha t 
men in the class of i908 are so loyal to my father's 
memory. ~hen I ~~sat uh~rles' house in ;ashington 
at Christ~as time, 1 observed that the desk in his 
library, ~hich had belon~ed to his ~randfather, bore 
& br~ss ~late, sayin~ thet it was the gift to 
iresident ~liot from the class of 1908. Someone in 
that class ~ust be aug~esting or doing these nice 
thin~s. 

Ou<2:?it not L:harles 1:ro-okinson • s nortrai t of 
mJ father I n0t the me in the facult:1 room, but one 
in & 2t:.rndinJ n,)sition, v.ilich i2 now h~rnging in the 
riarv&rd ul~b in Boston) t0 be nryrchased for one or 
Hnother of the college b~ildings~ I don't think 
the Harvard Club owns it. 

~ith affectionate good wishes to you 
and 1:ay. 

.&'ai t::if·llly yours, 

E: 'fl 
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