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Dear Jerome: 

E. G. STILLMAN, M. D, 
•UJ EAST 75TH STREET 

NltW YORK 
N. Y. 

Janun ry 6, 1936 

Thank you very much 

for sending me ~rofessor Taussig 1 s 

lett13r. I hr>vc b,Jcn very s urpri s,:id to 

find ho·11 ma.."YJ.y people f :-:-el t'b.e same 

way as I cUd about the Harvard Fence. 

You mny divulge the 

donor to whomsoever you think should 

~mow, providing that thoy s.ro people 

\'l'no ..-rill keep a secret. 

I shall shortly send 

you a t<:mtati v0 draf't of the pccrnphlcts 

to be ;:;ivcn out in con;ju.ncti on ,.., ith 

the exhibition of the f'orostry models 

for your O.K. 

Yours si1:corol y, 

'./ 



Ur. Henry L. Sh:.. t t'..ick . 
:2"1 } .. llk Stx·eet 
Boston, Muss:::,chusetts 

Deor Mr. Shattuck& 

/ ,1 

It w~s impossible for me to bring up ~t ~1e meeting 
yesterdsy a matter on -,:hich I m!,y esk you to be rendy t() 
hCt. e1 ther by letter or in conference next llonday v:hen we 
meet for 6 moment. 

Dr. Merrill h~s recommended the nppointmcnt of Mr. 
Y.~rd Sheperd as Director of t?ie iiox·vLrd forest at an hnnual 
:klary or ~7500., effective J.pril l, 1936. The tppointmont 
is to be for one yc1:..r but it. v.ill be my &greem.ent tl)h't V4E! 
~111 1·et.pi)0int hlra for three months more, m~king .a tott.,.l of 
fifteen months. I do not µrepose to t1:'..ke this tu the Over­
seers as 1 t is clearly., except for o tecc.,nlcrtli ty, on &n 
annual busis. Dr. Stillul.:,n is very s.zu.ious to hGVO th15 
t-ppointment ?!lade r,nd h;.s pro~lisod Dr. L!crrill th:~t, if it 
i~ r1acie, he t.ill give fif te<::n t.housc.:nd dollt.rs ii yr:.ur for, 
£. period of three ye-,rs to the Uni verf,i ty for the use of 
the Hurvi;ru. .Fo.rest • .i:his 'Aill <;n.=-.ble us to pry St1epi::rd•s 
Sl:.lal"Y u1d expenses una 1-1rovlcie for .::. slight but not ?erma­
nent eXpbnsioa. 

1ir. f:.hepcrd i.ould come to us ou. ltteve of ;..:.bse.nce f1•om 
the governm&nt service in which ht• i:; now employed in the 
Interior 0ep,:1rtllient, :.nd I ;:;boulci 11;:ve to write t.he Presldent 
of the United 6t&tes requestin~ such & le~vo. ~r. 6hepbrd 
~o~ld come ,.·;ith the uwierst.i :.uing tht.t tnere ls i,b~ol..utely 
no corunitL1cnt on our pf;rt, :..,nd could return to the ~ervice 
v•i thou~ aifficul ty. Ho ,H>Ulc! .spimli tho fiftefm months trying 
to formuh\te pltms for tying the 1''0:rcst more definitely into 
the scientific depLrt!r.ents in Cnmbridge, the ne" ~chool of 
Public Ad1;,lnistrtt tion, the Businet;s School, urnl the Dt-pt1rt­
ment of Econor.i.lcs. He 1s u gruiuv.te of tit\r,nrd College end 
oi' the Hc.rv~~rd 1-'orest; nnd la ui enthusic:Stic forester l'iith 
big pl.1,ns ana greb.t interett in cont1ervnt19ffl.. If'-. 

Dr. Uerrill ht.-3 more th.:.n t1umty-five lette1•s t.bout 
J.Lr. Shep~rd, t,ll f,;vorL ble, but with o few re servo t;ions from 



. tu-. tihh t tuck Jvnu~.ry 7, l9c6 

two or thrr~e people rf1gH·dine t.he ft.ct that he is Ul 
cnthush,st •. nd £5 such ri1;-y need wl .. tCbing. I uust. .:.dr!llt 
pe:rsom'illy to hhvlng t:t slight (1U€:,tiou in lily nind Lbout 
him, .,:.s the lint:: b.:.:tv,eon ,.n c.r;.thu.sl.: . .s t ,. nd i· fem tlc is 
th.in. Dr. flc;rrill gm,rrrnt(,€5 ta l;:ec,p hlm 'i,:..l thin. control, 
;,,nd feel::i t::1c:. t we tihould c1::rtd.nly tU&ke the appoint~ent; 
I f'cel th,.:.t \.O c.::n not lose becr.u:.:.c it is only for· 1me 
yocr. It sf.,ei;is to Dr. Merrill ~nd Dr. Stillr:am thtt we 
\'.ould h::.rdly be Justified in rui'using to try thts experi­
ment for such a short time. 

This mf<.y or m1,;y not be r. solution of the ~roblErm of 
the !krv,,rct Forest. Mr. Shep~.rd will fox·mulc. te pit.rm which 
v.ill involve tr1ing to rcise c1oney, but v:e ::.re not c,)(C,'li tted 
to endorsing then. 

Very sinc,.wely yours, 

JAMES 8. CONANT 



Grenville Cl~rk~ Esq. 
tl N~ssvu Street 
lleli York, lfow York 

Dear tlr. Cl;:irk: 

Jc.:.nuury 71 1936 

It was impossible for me to bring up r:. t the · 
meeting yesterdc.y ~ or.tter on which I mr.:y ask you to be 
re..;.dy to act either by lettElr or in conference next tlon• 
doy when we meet for & moment. 

Dr. Merrill ht:s reeollllliended the appointtkent 
of Yr. We.rd Sheoi:.rd as Director of the HarV:.ird Forest 
ot an t.nnulll s.:.i"ry of i7500., effective April 11 1936. 
The tc;>pointl:lent is to be ,for one yet,r but it will be my 
E,greeraent th ... t he ?till be re~µpointed him. for three 
months more, m.:::king r, tot&l of 1'1.fteen months. I do not 
propose to tske this to the Overseers ~sit is clearly, 
except for~ technic~lity, on an annual b~sis. Dr. 
Stillmc...n is very anxious to ht..Ve the hppointment nwde 
::.nd ht.s promised Dr. iierr1ll thz..t, if it is w.i::de, he will 
give fifteen thouscr1d dollars u year for~ pi-!r1od of three 
years to the University for the use of the H::.:rv.:rd Forest. 
This ~ill ern~ble us to pay Shep&rd' s sellJry i:,nd expenses 
c.nd provide for E slight but not permanent exponsion. 

Ur. EhepLrd would come to us on le~ve or 
rbsence from the government service in vrhich he is now 
employed in the Interior Dep~rtment, Gnd I should h:~ve to 
v.rite the President of the United Sti.•tes rer.,u~sting such 
o leLve. H.r. Shep,.-.rd would come with the W1tlerstending 
th.:. t there is r:b:iolutely no com.mi tment on our p:::.rt. i=:nd 
could return to the service without difficulty. He would 
spend the fifteen u1onths trying to formul,1te plnns for 

} / :·· 
j 

tying the Forest more definitely lnto the !iCifmtific deptrt­
ments 1n C.;mbridge, the new School of Public Administrvtion, 
,,nd the De:;>;,;rt:;;ient of f<:Conomics. He 1s a grE:sdU& te of 
Hv.rvc.rd College Lnd of the llurvi;.rd forest; and is an 
enthusivstic forester with big pluns ,~ncl greltt interest 
in conservDtion. 

I 

s 



Mr. Clark -2-

Dr. Merrill h~s more than twenty-five lettors 
c.bout M:r .. Sheperd, c.11 fLVor,.ble, but 'f.ith ,, few ronervn­
tions from tY.10 or three peoplE regt~rding the f,,.ct that he 
is .;n enthusit.st f,nd .::s such :nr-y U(?ed watching. I must 
admit porson;~lly to hc:.ving ;;; slight t;.uestion in I!IY mind 
,,bout. him, F,S the line bGtv-;ee.n an enthushst _,:ml a fr.natio 
is thin. Dr. Merrill gw:.rLnt12es to kc·ep him under control; 
Dnd feels thr~t we .should cert:.,1nly !llc•.k:G tlw uypointment. I 
feel th<:-t we c1.,n not lose bec:;..use .Lt ls only for one yf)ar. 
It secl.;J.S to Dr .. .i,;.errill <1-nd D:r-. Still1.aan th;.:t ,,e would 
hardly be ju~ tified. in refusing to try t.i:lls experiment for 
such a short tinie. 

This may or m&y not be t.."le solu tlon of the 
problem of the Harvci-d P'orest. Mr. Shepurd will formulate 
plun::: which will involve trying tol"'"~i;::e money, bu.t.. '"'=' are 
not committed to endorsing them. 

Very sincerely yours, 



JanucJry 7, 1906 

Dear Ernest, 

I have just received a letter from President 

Eliot's son, Reverend S:rnmel A. Eliot, in \.'hich he s~ys: 

"I a□ delighted with the prospect of complet­
ing the fence around the Ye re., a.nd hr-,ving an Eliot Gate 
on ~uincy Street. I susp1:;ct the:, t you hwi b hand in that 
arrnngement. C,m yo11 tell me what men in the class of 
1908 are so loy2.l to my f,,ther' s memory. \',hen I was at 
Charles' house in Washington Rt Christmas time, I observed 
thut the desk in his libr&ry, which hc:d belonged to his 
gr~ndfather, bore a brass plete, saying that it was the 
gift tJ President tliqt from the clrss of 190H. Someone 
in thht class must be suggesting or d,Jing these nice things." 

Some day I hope you will gratify Mr. Eliot by 

letting me give hir.:i the name of the anonymous donor in strict 

confidence, but I am not et All s&nguine about your giving me 

such permission. 

Dr. Ernest G. Stillman 
45 East 75th Streot 
New York, New York 

Sincerely yours, 

JEROME D. GREENE 



J anur:1 ry 7, 1936 

De£1r Sam, 

Your good lotter of December ~l got tucked in with 

ot:1er se2sonal greetings and thus failed to receive the 
. 

prompt reply it deserved.. Your surct1.se is correct when 

you say "someone in that class (1908) must be suggesting 

or doing these nice things"; but he gu.'.lrds his anonymity 

so strictly thr1t I must not tell you his name at present. 

I shall, however, f~rward to him your co~ments about the 

completion or the fence a.nd tl1c construction of the Eliot 

Gate, 1n the hope that he may b~ beguiled into some com­

munication witn you. I c;m not s£,nguinc Dbout that, however. 

I ;:.grce with you in thinking thc.t Charles Hopkinson's 
' portrait of President E.liot ought to be owned by the Univer-

sity, but these are very 0ifficult times for buying portraits, 

ns I hnve only recently had occasion to know. There 1s a 

complete lack of free money in the University for such pur­

poses. Some· day I hope a generous beri.E.1 factor will provide 

a fund of $50,000, the income of which C[Hl be accumulated 

for tne occasional purchase'of portraits or other non­

ut111tar1un objects. 

H(!V. Snmuel A. Eliot 
Pb nese~vo!r Str0et 
Cf,mbridge, ~.fo s suet I J sc1 t ts 

Sincerely yours, 

JEROME D. GREENE 



TBL, KEN.ltOaK :n-&o 

ROUEU I. LEE, H, D, 

264. BEACON STRRET 

HOSTON, HASS, 

January 8, 1936 

i ", 1\i '~ 1936 JJ,, ij V 

Dear Mr. Conant: 

As it happens, I lmov, Mr. Ward 
Shepard, only slightly to be 
sure. I know something about 
his domestic background. I 
certainly should agree that 
it was wise, if possible, to 
put the appointr,ent on a trial 
basis. I ~ather Ur. Shepard is 
a little more stable than he 
once was, but I should want a 
certain amount of demonstration 
that he is able and conspicuous 
on his ovm account rather than 
from the fact that he may shine 
by comparison. 

Sincerely, 

~~l:tt.. 

Mr. James B. Conant, Pres. 
Harverd University 
Cambridrr,e, 1.:ass. 



C)N?ILFNTI.AL 

January 9, 1936 

Dear Sam, 

The donor of the last additions t0 the 

Harvard Fence, including the Eliot Gate, who is 

screening himself behind the Class of 1908, gives 

me his permission to "divulge the donor to whom­

s.:>ever you think should know, providing that they 

are people who will keep a· secret"; that seems to 

describe you, so here is the name: Dr. Ernest O. 

Stillman. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rev. Samuel A. Eliot 
25 Reservoir Street 
C8mbri<lge, Massachusetts 

JEROME D. GREENE 



CONFIDENTIAL 

January 9, 1936 

Dear Frank, 

The donor of the last additions to the 

Harvard Fence, including the Eliot Gate, who is 

screening himself behind the Class of 1908, gives 

me his permission to "divulge the donor to whom-­

soever you think should knov:, providing that they 

are people wh~ will keep a secret"; that seems to 

describe you, so here is the name: Dr. Ernest O. 

Stillman. 

Sincerely yours, 
,. 

Professor Fr.:,nk V:. Taussig 
2 Scott Street 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

JEROME D. GREENE 



ELIHU ROOT 
COUNSEL 

ROOT, CLARK, BUCKNER & BALLANTINE 

31 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 

AMERICAN SECURITY BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

January 10, 1936. 

/ 

President James B. Conant, 
Harvard University, 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Jim: 

I ijave just written you another letter st 

which time I had not seen your letter of January 7 about 

the appointment of Mr. Shepard as Director of the Harvard 

Forest. In view of Dr. Merrill's recommendation end what 

you say, I certainly have no objections. I have heard 

from t•o or three people, especially Lawrence Rathbun 

(now Director of the Society for the Preservation of New 

Hampshire Forests) of the merits of Kline(?) (not sure 

of the spelling), who was, I think, Fisher's senior as­

sistant. Rathbun spoke to me about Kline and I made a 

date with him to go down and look at the Forest last 

October, but when he (Rathbun) could not go, I gave it 

up. 

As you know, Henry James is interested 

in the Forest because of his having been an intimate 

friend of Dick Fisher, whom I also knew quite well. 

James knows Kline, and I believe thinks highly of h1m1 

as I reoolleot from a trip that James and I were go1ng 

to make to the Forasv over a year ago but never pulled 

off either. 



JBC p.2. 

My suggestion is that it would be worth 

a telephone call to James to tell him of this recommenda­

tion of Shepard and give him a chance to say something 

1:f he wants to. 

Sinoer:r::; ~,£ . 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
OFFICE OF THE BUSINESS MANAGER 

LEHMAN HAL.I-

Mr. J. w. Lowes 
University Hall 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 

January 13, 1936 

I have just received from Cram & Ferguson the 
report of the bids taken for the completion of the 
Yard Fence. As you know, we invited bids from a 
selected list of bidders who have done satisfactory 
work for us in the past. 

The low bid was made by Hegeman-Harris in the 
amount of $32,910. This is based upon the use of 
granite instead of limestone for posts and inscription 
tablets. 

As you know, the limestone on the existing 
fence and gates is badly deteriorated and apparently 
the rate of deterioration is becoming accelerated by 
the increasing amount of oil and gasoline fumes which 
modern conditions liberate into the atmosphere. Both 
the Architects and I strongly recommend the use of 
granite although the use of limestone will permit a 
reduction in the total price of $2,571. 

To the total of $32 1 910 there is, of course, to 
be added the fee of the Architects for design and 
inspection. 

I recommend award of the contract to Hegeman­
Harris and have instructed Cram & Ferguson to prepare 
the necessary papers but will, of course, not have 
them executed until we raceive the approval of the 
Class of 1908 representatives. 

I hope that we shall be able to obtain this 
approval shortly and that it will be possible to put 
the shop work underway promptly so that all may be in 
readiness for erection prior to June first next. 



Mr. J. w. Lowes -~2 

The shop work on the iron is nearly three-quarters of 
the total cost and we should, if possible, have 
available by the first of March about $10,000. with 
iG,000 additional on April first and May first and 
the balance including Architects' fees on June first. 

Awaiting your further advice. 

Yours very truly, 

~ ant 



Dr. E. a. [tilltlfall 
45 l::t:.5t 75th f:.treet 
Ne'n York, ll(rr: York 

1e~r Dr. btillman& 

''.,.· 

I c,,:1 et:closing & copy of °' letter 
fro,:1 i,11·. Alarich Du.runt, the Busi11e3:.; .i,'1ana.ger 
of the University, givin~; the re~.iult oi' the 
bio.s ou the fence unci his 1'ec0romenc.;_1tions as 
to u·ttnrdin~ the contract. 

I shoul<i. lli\.e to r-.uov,, ut your early 
CJnvenience, ~hether you np~rove of the use 
:)f gra-lite r,.ti'wr t~1:~n limestone. In y,.;ur last 
lette.r you ~u.n,estecA thut you ,,oulc~ send us a 
cr..,eck in tac· ei.tire h,:io,mt o.r the contr: .. ct 
wne1i \,e ;)r0p05ed to sign it. Frou1 the lLst 
fHir:~c:r.e.;,h of Air. Alurich liur.:...nt•~ letter I 
see th~t this i;: n:it neces ... :;.ry unles;, yoii f1till 
wish to co it th ... t 'tii.,y • I oSSU:Ue th~it yo.;. will 
p:. y Cr .. t.m & F~rg,.won ~1rect. 

SL:1cerely yours, 

J. W. !.G'Nr:'.S 



Mr. W~rd Shepard 
United Pueblos Agency 
Indian Service 
£lbuquerque. New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Shepard: 

I htiV8 been authorized by the President and 
Fellows of Harvard College to offer you an r,ppoint­
reent as Director of the Harvard Forest fore period 
of thirteen months from April 1, 1936, ~tan Ennual 
sal2..ry of f";?, 500., with t.h.e understE..nding that you 
would tt-ke this position while on leave troro. the 
Government Service nnd t":ct t>,ere would be no com­
mitment on the pert of the Jniversity to continue 
this Appointment ~t the expiration of the thirteen 
nonths. I hEve written to the President of the 
United 5tetes e:=king if the United .&tt'.tes Government 
would be willing to release you to Hnrvard Univer• 
sity for that period. 

Dr. Merrill informs me thut you might be in­
terested in &cceptins this position on this b&sis with 
t:1.e definite underst.<,ndinr; tr.1·.! there w;.s no commit­
r1ent on our p1:·.rt in re,:.;1,rd to your np;Jointment beyond 
the period I hr,ve r.1entioned, nor trie.t t:1ere W9S {,ny 
oor.'.rn.i tment on r.iy part to be ·.qillin,;.; to el low you 
d~rin~ thut perlod to proceed directly with any pl&ns 
for rr:.ising T'loney for the :larvc..rd Forest. I do not 
see that the needs of the Forest could be combined 
with the 'l"ercenteng_ry pla.n. It you csr:ie, hO\·,ever, I 
should :.~lwf.!.ys be interested in scoinL: plhns from you 
or e.nyone else es to the why in which new endowment 
mt1;ht be obtt:ined !'or F. broe.d ;lroject in the Univer­
sity. T~c~e is a definite prohibition on "depart­
mental finhnoine" At this time 1~d it is clecr that I 
could not endorse i:.ny projects which broke this rule. 

Dr. Merrill and I hope very much thP.t you will 
find it possible to nccept this ctppointrnent, l.nd I e.m 
1:1ure thht we would i::11 cooperate with you in your 
study of t!1e Forest's problems f.ncl the reorguniz.etion 
work which you could curry out in the thirteen months 



thht you would be here. J..t the sane tine• it would 
perhaps be only fair to you to point out th&t I em not 
prepnred to GO r.s fur cs you ~r.ve su;::;gested I s~1ould in 
your letter to me ot Nove'l!:ber i:9. In c-.ddi tion to the 
restrlctionB on depcrt1nentfl financing which are con­
cerned with the rrtising of the Torcentenery Fund, I 
should like to point out the.t you were under c, r1isfsppre­
hension in your statement on pe.ge 5 c:.bout t:ie money thet 
would be t.vail[,ble tor the Forest durini tie coming Je1:.r. 
I underst£1nd 1 however, thht Dr. Merrill hr.s written you 
on this m&tter. Insof&r es it ls possible to develop 
ple.ns tor the Forest which ~re £:.n intensifici:.tion or our 
efforts rather thun en extension of them, I should be 
entirely in accord, I think, with whr.tever plnns you 
mig~t sug est. I should be very much interested eleo in 
211 plc,ns for relr:tine the Forest• s :..ctl vi. ties to those 
of the other p&rts of the University. I should be ver, 
much opposed, however, to the setting up of any new 
school or L further elabor&tion of & separate institute 
to deul ~~th forest or conservation problems. 

Since you were ~ood enout;h to consider cooing to 
us on a tempornry appointrne~t ~nd le&ve of ebsence from 
the Government• it set1med to ne only fE.i r th[.;. t I should 
stc.te to you my cenernl position so the.t there would be 
no m.i:sunderstnnding. r feel oertein thr,t you would be 
of greet service to hHrvi:rd University if you felt that 
you could ,.·:i ve us the benet'i t of your knowledge snd 
experienoe in helping us plen for the future. ~nd we nll 
hope thet you will find it possible to ucoept this 
appointment. 

Very sincerely yours, 

JAMES B. Cl"~•AMT 



J'cmui:.ry 15, 1936 

My tleur ~r. President& 

I un tl;.king the liberty of ,;ri ting you 
to ask if it \\'ould be possible: for the United States 
Government to re let, se .Mr. \\'ard She pl:. rd from the 
Inciim Service of the Dep1:rt:i1ent of the Interior on 
lei,ve of vbst-nce 'f.'.i thout s;___l;,.ry for c period of 
thirteen months begiI'..nine f.pril 1, 1936. 

f.'e should like to c.:.;Jpoint .Mr. Shept.rd 
Director of the Hi-rv1.rd Forest for thnt period of tlt:ie. 
t:e hope tlir~t if he T,cre grcnted lcr.vc of ,.bsence he 
would be able to orv,ni:::.e r.it~tters for us at the Forest 
in such b. way thrt H ... rvrord could be of oorc service to 
thE> country by ri:r.son of its c.Ctiv1t1cs tn the field 
of forestry ~nd cons~rv~tion. I w1cerst~nd thit Mr. 
Shept,rd h,,s shown his interE:st ln tho project u1d 
might be willing to ,.ccept thi::; t,ppointoent, End thr;t 
Mr. ColliEr, his snpErior in the Inc1i,,n E-ervice, mieht 
be willint; to recor.\...'1end hi!.; lE'tVP- of t.b~enco. It is 
for these 1·cu,ons thr; t I l.O trcublinc you, :1ir, with 
this re(Luest. 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honor,-,ble Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Presiaent of the United Stntes 

The l'lhite House 
Wa.shington, D. c. 

/", 

/ / 
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My dee.r 

E. G. STILLMAN, M. D, 
•US EAST 7 8TH STREET 

NEW YORK 
N, Y, 

J·snuary 20, 1936 

i1'ir • Lovre s : 

Although I hnve cash 

on hand for the completion of tm Fence, 

a situation has suddenly developed here 

in He·:r York which makes me feel it -much 

v1iser to conserve any ready cash that I 

ma;sr have. It is very unfortunate that 

t'.,is should have occu1~rec1, as the delay 

may preclud.e the completion of the Fence 

· in time for Commencement. As soon as I 

can, I ·:1111 tell you to go ahead with 

the Fen co, but I will not do this unt 11 

such time as I can er.close a check cove1•ing 

the eX!)Gnse • 

I approve the substitution 

of grEU.11 te over limestone, as an-parently 

limestone will not last for the next one 

hund.red years. 

Yours since~ 



Dear Dr. Conant: 

United Pueblo Indian Agency 
Albuquerque, N. M. 

·22 January 1936 

r·,J-~ . 

\ I I 
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I returned here yesterday afte:r being a few days out of 
reach of mail, and i'ound your letter of Janue.ry 15th. I need not tell 
you that I feel greatly honored end gratified by the offer of a tempo­
rary appointment as Dil'ec to:r of the Harvard Forei,t while on leave of 
nbsenco from the government service. Before coming to a definite de­
c:i.:non, however, I should like to :raise soiae questions of interpreta­
tion on your letter touching the future possible scope of the work. 

When I talked with you, you mentioned that it might be pos-
sible to raise fello,·:ship endo,~ments specifically for such a Forest , 
School as we discussed in connection nith the Tercentenary pla.n; and/, I 
you askod me for a list of possible contributors, which I shall be ~, ,,.\! , \ 
glad to send to you after my return to Washington if you still wish, / '' . ,\ 
it. \ l•j;,' 

::lc;;ardless of whether or not such fellowships can be created, 
th.; question of ultimate adequate endovnnent is crucial in any effecti~ 
reorganization of the Harvard Forest as a school. Would the rule against 
departmental financing prohibit the raising"o°riin endowment both for 
strengthening the Forest School per se and for strengthening other de­
partments of the University (e. e;. economics) in the forestry direo-
tion? Or could the proposed school be attached to the new School 
of Governnent Administration, and specifically endowed with that end 
in view? 

You say that you v:ould be opposnd to the settinc up of any 
new school o:r a further elaboration of a separate institute of' forestry. 
Hould this preclude your consideration of' the plan I proposed (at least 
in its e;eneral aspects) of addine; to or utilizing the existing resources 
of v1:1.rious departments, such as la...,.1, econo1aics, and business adrninistra-
tion, for a wider and deeper type of forestry training? 1-vr 

These t"YIO questions of endowment and breadth of program 
a.re crucial in the plan I proposed. It vras to promote this plan that 
Dr. Stillman had in mind in offering his i::;ift; and, even though he 
might be ;;illing to restrict the effort to an intensification of the 
\'lork on th0 Harvard Forest, that would fall far short of the objective 
we both had in mind. 

I realize fully that you a.re not in a position to mnke a.ny 
definite connnitmonts on any of these matters; but I should greatly ap­
preoia. te having your views on just how far we mi6ht move in the direot­
ion of my plan, provided acceptable ways and means could be worked out 
in the course of a year or tvro? 

Please accept my most cordial and sinoere thanks for the 
ofi>r of tho Presidont and Fellows. 

President Conant. 

Sincerely yours, · p,,~( () 

~ ~•cj I 

,, ,, 



tr. E.G. Stillman 
45 East 75th Streat 
!10w York, Nuw York 

Dear Dr. 6tillmuns 

Junuary ~2, 1926 

I nm sor1·y tnut develo,r1ments will pre­

vent you f::-om beginning the completion of the fence 

at tnc tli:ie ¼hich you had in u1ind., ,.;.nu hopu that 

you will. ,movi that JU~ µrin~ipr.l un.:<.iety is that 1 t 

~hould oe done c.i.:c:. c.1.nu \;hen yo;J. fL1d it convenient. 

It is possible that the bid/$ walch we 

raceutly received iar..y not hold gocd beyond a com­

p'-"ri.it1vely short .!..nterval; but if we t:::.ke nevi bids 

loiter they .Juiy be l.o\1er ruther tho.n ilight!r. In 

&ny event v.e shall do nothing ~-Jre here until we 

hear from you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. W. LO'N[S 



.:Ar. Henry L. Shattuck 
24 Milk Street 
Boston, ~assachusetts 

Dear I!r. ~hattucltl 

J .:.muary 221 19~ 

I rwve a letter from the anonymous repriJsenta­

tive of the Class of 1908 ti.s follows, 

"Althou6h I have cash on hand for the com­
pletion of the F'ence, a situatlon has suddenly 
u~veloped here in .Now York which makes r.ie feel 
it. wuch \\iser to conserve any ready cash that I 
may have. It is very unfortunate that this 
should have 0ccurred, as the delay may µreclucte 
the completion of tho Pence in ti1:1e for Comi.llence­
~~nt. As soon as I cun, I will tell you to go 
aheau \dth the Fence, but I 'hill not do this 
until such til.:le us I co.n enclo~e a cr1eck. cover­
illt the expense." 

I hcive acknowledged tne letter und \lill con­

tinue th~ negotiations unci tt1e arrangements for the 

cuntract. I am passing thls on to yot... only us a matter 

of record, ttlinkins that his letter has ,1 bearlne on 

his other commitments as well as on tnis one. 

Yours very truly, 

3. VL tO\NES 



Mr. Aldrich Durant 
Lehi.nan Hall 

Dear rJ.r. Duranti 

January B2, .i.836 

I haVti a letter from the .1no1JY;no:1s r(.;presenta­

tive of the Class of 1~08 as follo\nU 

" ••• u situation has suddtmly developed 
here ln Nit:!w York which make!> a.e feel it much 
wlser to conserve uny r ~·"'dy cash that I JiaY 
have. It L, very unfortunate that thi~ f:>hould 
have occurred, Uti the delay way µrecluue tne 
co:!ipletion ,;.>f the Fence i!l ti. ;e for Conllllence~ent. 
As soon as I c~n, I ~ill tell you to go ahead 
\ilth the l•'ence, out I will ilJt do this until 
:such time us I can euclose ~i c.r.ecK CJVering the 
e~tpense. 

"I aµ;)rove tiw DJbstit~tion of granite 
over lLnestone, tis Ujipurt.rntly limesto!lO will 
not .i..ast for the next ~me hundred years." 

V,ill you Kindly tell Cro.!u & Ferguson that this 

indefinite delay has arisen. l ~~.ssumc thut they will 

notify the lowest bidder, und I a.:.;s,l::io, also., that the 

delay may me,~n that the bids which were recently re­

ceived may not hold good. 

bincerely yours, 

J. \'I. LO'JJC:S 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST ,J/~N 2/1. 1C1.?G 

PETER.SHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

January 23, 1936 

Mr. James B, Conant, President, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

My dear President Conant: 

You will recall asking to see 

the printed report of the Society of Am­

erican Foresters' conuni ttee which under­

took the grading of the forest school&o 

The report has just b~en pub­

lished, in book form, and I am mailing 

you a copy today. 

Very sincerely yours, 
• 

A~ 





Jenuury 24, 1936 

M~. ~erd Shepard 
United Pueblo Indi~n Asency 
AlbuquPr~ue, New kexioo 

My deer Mr. Sheperd: 

In Mr. Cone.nt' s r.bsence from Cem­

bridge on r. short vc.cc. tion, may I acknowledge 

the receipt of your letter of Janu~ry ~2. It 

will be brought to Mr. Conbnt's bttentlon 

U?on his return to the office the first week 

in February. 

Very truly yours, 

Secretary 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dr. James B. Cono.nt, 
President, Hal-vard University, 

Cambridge, Mass. 

My dear Dr. Oone.nt: 

() 0 -035 JA.N 0 .. ~,· 

In answer to your letter of January 15, I am glad 
to advise you that arrangements can be made to release 
Mr. ;rard Shepard from the Indian Service on leave of 
absence. Secretary Ickes has informed me, however, 
that the Departmental regulations limit such leave to 
a term of 11 months. At any time prior to the termina­
tion of that period, an appliontion tor additional. 
leave could be considered. In these circumstances I em 
confident that the matter can be arranged to your 
sa tisi'ac tion. 

I realize fully that you are offering to Mr. Shepard 
an opportunity to be of outstanding service not merely to 
Harvard but to the country. 

Sincerely yours, 



Ur. A. C. Cline 
Hc,rv&rd Forest 
Petersham• Massachusetts 

DeBr Hr. Cline& 

Janu~ry 30, 1936 

In Yr. ConE.nt1 s absence from Cambridge 

mc..y I ~cknowledge the receipt of the printed report 

of the Society of American Foresters• Committee. 

I know th~t he will be very glad to h&ve this report 

hlld that he would wish me to express his sincere 

thB.nks. 

Sincerel;y yours, 

Stephen H. Stackpole, 
Secretary to the President. 



Februery 6 1 1936 

My deLr Mr. President& 

Allow me to th~nk you most sincerely for 

your kindness in considering my re4.ueot that Ward 

Shepard ot the Indian Service be given leave ot 

absence. I quite understund Depnrtruental regula• 

tions which limit suoh leuve to a period of eleven 

months, and we sh&ll be ublo to nooornraodute our­

selves to these rules without diffioulty. We ure 

not yet oertu1n that Mr. Shepurd will wish to 

nocept the position; but if he does, I assure you 

the willingness or tho United bt~tea Government to 

releeso him will be or the greatest asoistcnoe to 

Harvard and 1 I believe. eventually to the whole 

country. 

Very sincerely yours. 

JA(II.ES B. CONANT 

7he Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt 
PresLiont of the United Str1 tea 

The White House 
Wuahington, D. o. 



!,tr. ru·d [hepicrd 
c/o Y1-. .ic:.ni..i Ind.1,~n tgency 
Yt:..kim1.:, °fltishi.ngton 

!?ebror.ry 6, 1926 

On returning t"rolll v;.:y v,,, c,, tion of two v:eeks I 
found your letter of J(inu:.cy :-.-t. I u·.i bl;,d tht t you hre 
c0nsicoring ft,vor.:.bl.7 the pot,sibi 1.1 ty of comlnr to Hc.rvhrd 
•.)n "- tenrporn:ry E..?;io1nt.i1ent :;,1> Director or the li,~rv:,ra 
Jfore~ t; LUd {.;ln (-.lso blt:.d to St•Y tht·. t the ?re~ident of the 
United 6tr:tes ht>S \':ritten me thot it. \'\'ill be pos!>ible to 
gr::.nt ;rvu ler,ve of f:b~enco 11' you Ciecit:e to t1ccept. l,fJ E; 

?J:.. t.ter of governmf'nt re&;Ul.:. tton 1 t i~ uecess:sry th~ t the 
l£1hV0 be for only eleven :;:;onths, but we c:::n then li?PlY for 
1.>n extension ~forB this til\i..e is up. 

You ru. vo &t:.ked TM' cert,d.n c:u.cstions v.hich I shi .tl 
c.ry to ~miwcr r.s fr;,nkly i.1s pos.si ble. \·,b,· t I Sb 1rl 1.bout 
tnE> ,mestlon of raising fello~sb.ip ~ndov;:ncmts still holds. 
In connection ,,1th the ·rerc<:nten.r_ry pl:n it 1.s poes1ble 
fol' i.ny· ;xrt or the University to 1.,tten:,{.1t to r.-,ise funds 
for fellowships lllhich trf\ to be ~,.,.t rded "'1th e: prorcrcncc 
for student::i 1n tn1s brunch of the University. The word 
prei"c:rencc should be ;:,ut there so thi,t t.!1~ comr:\i tmcnt will 
not be binding on posterity, P-:S one ct.n not tell hoV: E:llf 
;n.rt of tnc Uuiver$ity \\:ill devf'lo;) in one hundred )'f'i,rs. 
lt'0r nll prnctic1. .. 1 purposes 1., prefcrcncf.1 thus e:Kp1·es:;ed is 
ts f,ood. ha ,: tir,dinr; obl1ecti(,ri.. It would be ni,~,eoe:~:,ry, 
howevt:r, in the cu:e of tne forest Ml in bil)' othu:r depbrt­
m~nt of the University for -:nyonc \':1Sh1r,g to 1ntln?st a 
p::.rtical1.r 1nct1vidu;;;l in this l,roject to conuuunic~·te firlit 
i.•i th the Lpr:Cif:l Uifts Coim:~1 ttee 1.n l~2~ tork t,nd ol>ti:.tn 
ti.'1.t::'ir ,1,1pr0Vt·l. This m ch:inecy v!e h~.vc set Up 1n ordor to 
.:.void h:;.,vln,~ ~eVf.,l'f..l 1uu1viduale sc}liclting fund$ .t'J·t":llft the 
sune cu·n. Tht:refore • tubj€c t to the f;cuc.rv l mc.ch.tnf:ry ot 
the '1'€rcrntom.ry fund, it ~ould be perfectly possible. tor 
tho:rn intere:3ted in tho Hn·vr:rei for,1~t to ,.tt,~pt to r.s:ise 
eiulor·wents for f(~llow~lllps .for 1rnople ¥,ho v.ill t,turiy 
forestry tit H.:1rvi~1·d. 

Tl'w rule i,,q.cln~ t tloµ,.rtmr.mtLl finr:nc1n~ v,ould 
})rohibit the :rt,.isin~ of zn cnGh)-;.1.ic:nt in connection \:1th 



j' 

the· F'.-n,,wt ~'.cho0l t. t this t.trr.1:.: _1l'Ohtbly .no n;. ttor ho\t ttrn 
,,,ri·r,nget:Jent wtc::; r,orkNi 1.,ut •,;ii..b othc1· ~i:~i·t::.: ,)!" the Uni.vcr:.-,ity. 
I hope, hi)1l'ever, thL t. tr1c Terci;-;l! ten..:..1·y fund crn be finiflhE,-d 
up 'i:Ltt1in ::, y•::<I' or· tt,o u.1G. tl:l ... t thi1 b;.n -::.n clc-p:x·tmm::.t:.,1 
fim .. ncinc; nould tt1cn. be rr-it.ed. ',.hen l t b: r;_. i:.,cd it will 
be. nf~Ce;;5,,1·y for the Co1:;.·or, t:l<>E t...:., Ct.mi:d.der <, nut1bcr of re-
1; at:-sts ,:Jf v,.rioui; de;~,.,l"t!Jt;nU, of the Uni.v(.rt,i ty to r, 130 
,;;.,)ne:y for their or,n entr:.:rpri:::c::.•.. I C;.n not bind l:iyr:c.i.1' or 
the Ccr:)or1.; tion in odv, nc8 to t, ;.:1rove co:y n1ch ;)l'Oj('Ct f,-1:t> 
fore:;try re1_pirdl1::ss of tho b,.s1::. on ;.nich 1 t 1:iight be put. 
l c~m ;;;_y, hi.1,rnver, tlu. t I :;.hould be very gl: tl to cont ider 
cno. p1-esent to the Corµor~tlon .::uch ,. ~)rojr!ct ;nd h:ve it 
conf,i<lereci L:.loug: with si.elil,:r !,roject~, i'rol:l othur depr,1"'tr.1ents. 
Until l ht.V~ ru:d r. little more detc il1:d etLt<!Y 1::irde of the 
r.1 tu[, tion (t study which I .nU\,1pObf2d you \·•ould rukc if you 
'i'.ere he1·e for n yerr es Dlr€ctor) , nd h.t. ve seen r- re:;,ort of 
thia study I c,,n not l..le sure thi.t I should :recoi~end to the 
Corpor1:tion thf'.' i::cce~,t:mce of tn enl; rged cn<io~ment for '-Ork 
1n f.)r~str}', even if tt snould come aut of r cler:r sky. It 
YrL~ !:!j' thcuiht thl". t if you were v.ill1ni to ,,ccept t, temj.)or~ ry 
1ir>;x,intrMmt ts Dir~ctor it 'f;vUld be vi th the 1ucr~ of preµ1;cr­
ing L ~l;:n !--Ud p1·oj€Ct upon "'r-,hlch th•~ C(,1·por<\ tion \-¥0Uld ht.Ve 
to pt!ss; ,nd the only i.:~su.rt>.ncc 'i:e coui.c. 6 iV(~ you ~mule be 
t.~~ t wt'J would eur.-.ine your p1•oposr.ls. 

My objection to setting up r. new f.chool or further 
€1:-. bar:-, tion of the School of Fores try \'.-ould not ;a·eclude 
z-ny syr:lpl1'thetic cont1ider.::.tion of r. plhn or u!ding to or 
utilizing the e:l{.Lsting resources of v~.riotw dcp~rtmcnts for 
i. v.ider tr.d cte pc-r type of f\')Tf:• try tr~ ining. lfoy;ever, c.s 
I st• i<i before, I ct.en not gu~.r;;.ntee to give th.ls µroject the 
Cc)rr;ori, tlon1 s b le~~int1, ln :,<.iv.: nee, nor Ct'n l ngrer;. us: to 
f;ivlnr; it. the right o!' ~·r..y on Uw r:uef·tion or Ni.it~in.t, rnonf./y 
t,!'ter the 1rcrc£:nten,,1-y F't.mct is finL,ht;ti. 1 c,,n only pro1dso 
to cunt> tdcr the r.1., t·ter. 

I hope I htc ve ,·\llSW".tred the i:; ue s tio11.s in y .:;ur u:.iud 
full)' , .. nd clcurly Lnd th.ct yuu ¥:il 1. fiud the 1.n:.n1:t:rB ~ucb 
th:.::t you t:ill be willing to ,,CCCj;t thfJ ~_;1;;01nt1.11;int. 

Cony sent to li~r. She,·)i.:rd 
~t·t~Dhingtou &cdr~s~. 

Very sincerely yours, 

.JAMES B. CONANT 



104 Leland Street 
Chevy Chase, td. 

14 February 1936 

FEB 171936 
Dear Dr. Conant, 

I found your letter on my arrival here from the Vlest two 
or three days ago, and it CD mpletely answered the questions I had re.ised. 
I can fully understand that neither you nor the Corporation can be com• 
mitted in advance to financing tr.e forestry work; but ~·our sympathetic 
interest and vour wi1 l ingness to have the problem studied and, latAr on, 
presented to the Corporation, leaves the wav open for Dr. !!errill and 
me to work out a plan that I hope mav be, and have some confidence will 
be, both sound and convinci~~ 

As I telegraphed to !'OU last night, I am glad to accent temporary 
appointment on leave from the Governr.ient, subject to possible extension, 
as outlined in your- previous letter: anrl I ~ sh aguin to t;•ia,nk you, the 
members of tne Corporation, and Dr. i.ierrill for t.h~.l'I fine opportunity to 
become connected with Harvard. 

Unless it v,ould cause complications, I should prefer to re?)~rt. 
on or about 1.:ay lat instee.d of April 1st, partly because my s.ix weeks 
absence in the 1.",est loaves a relativelv short time to '"ind un mv offiQ 
cial and personal af.i.'airs; and p&rtly be.ce.use some unF>Xpected develop­
ments in reorganization of o.dministre.ti~ri opens e.n important chance to 
go for"'ard with some importarrt plans I hf,,v e b€ en workinc;r on. L lAaVe 
this to ;)'our judgment and Dr. r.:errill's, n°inting out however that the 
postnonement of a financing program to a later ti:me m{lkes less urgent 
the time of my arrival. 

Sincerely rours, 

P,:e,,.ident Conant 
Harvard University 



DAY LETTER 

Ward Sheppard 
Indian Service 
Dept. of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Feb. 15, 1936 

Appointment going forward 

by mail as of May first. Merrill 

and I are delighted you have accepted 

Acting Directorship stop Will 

release news to papers in few days. 

James B. Conant 



H. ~• TRYO!:!, 
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April 1, 1936 

Cooy of letter from H. H. Tryon 

Dee.r Jim: 

Spent the night at Ward Shepard's 
recently, and had a lonG gabble re. 
~arvard Forest. I am so glad you've 
got .Shep on the job -- he is a big man. 
And the plans, As he outlined them, seem 
to me to be the sort of broad-gauge 
thought that is due the place. 

With Shep and Merrill on hand, I 
know matters will be handled to full 
advantage, and I'm more delighted than 
I can express -- without cussing. 

Re,:ards to Mr.s. Conant, and b'-"st 
to you. Don't let this 300th business 
1,vear you out. 

Always, 

H. H. Tryon 



April£, 1936 

Mr. H. H. Tryon 
The Black Rock Forest 
Cornwall-on-Hudson, N.Y. 

My deur Mr. Tryon1 

In Mr, Conant's behalf may 

I thank you for your letter oonoern­

ing Mr. Shepard, Mr, Conant is 

eway :from Cr.mbridce for the Spring 

vnoation end will not return to 

the office until next week. 

Very truly yours, 

Secretary 



'7 

M:r. n .. L. Shettuck 
24 ~.!ilk street 
Doston, Mt:ssr.chuirntts 

De~r Mr. Shattuok: 

t 

I am sorry to hPve been delr,yed in writing you 
ab:>ut Dr. StilLil~m•s oormnitr:1ents to the Harv~rd ]forest. 

Dr. fitillmfln h&.e h 1·d sevo:::rEl long convcrsfti'1ns 
with Dr. Merrill, •1:ho as you :.Cnow is now in chorgo of 
all. our botanicttl wor~: including the I'orest, and h&s 
told him th~t he w~uld provide rtftAen th0~e~na dollars 
e yec..r. Thi~ will c,Jver ":'.'erd Sl1e.;:,crr1' s solnry, whioh I 
believe amounts to s~vun tlnust.ncl. f' 1 vo hunclrcd <fol.lo rs, 
end other expenses inc1dentr,l to 2,!r. Saep;.;rd's cerrying 
out his .;:>l~n 0f :,:-eorgenb:in1:r the Fqrost. You will re­
me!'lber th:,t our comialtrnent to.i.ir. ~hei;H .. rcl ir-; only for 
E> 11 ttlo :nore th&n 1-, yufir (fifteen ::1onth:::), tile idea 
buim: thut in th[lt ::icrio<l ,)f tine lrn would hcve un 
opportunity to (~,;velo? ::its pl:.ns for tril1{::1n~_· the 
Ifjrest into clt>GfJr cont1:Jct ,d.th the rest of the Univer­
~i ty r,nd v·oulr: ;;ut beforG us his -plLns for rr-: tsin~; the 
necessvry sum~ to Rupyo!"t this v'.;:;:-i:: in tho future. I -
unc.erst:::nd thllt Dr. St1llm&n h'· s et l":e.st hinted thet 
hfJ would be prept,red to be one of' those provicinf the 
cupitnl nece::::::;cry for this venturF!. You oleo know he 
is ~nxious to build e ~usemu ~t the Forest to house hiB 
models. 

Fri;nkly, I r.m very ske':)tict.l (.Jbout the whole 
venture but think it is worth the ge:able. I hr;,ve told 
: •r. Y~errill that the money must be f0rt11c,)!illllf, on time 
fro~ nr. Stillmen or othorwir.;e we ::ihut <lm-vn the show 
at once ond let Mr. ShepF.rd return to the government 
service from ~hich he hEs obteincd letve. Dr. Merrill 
is to Bee Dr. Stillmr.,n in t.he• ne:irt !'lonth t;nd be c,uite 
i'rDnk hbout tl1e who'lo mctter. 'l'hooreticr,lly llierr1ll 
knows nothina. about Dr. l>till!"t1t:.n's· c011.1J;1itments to the 
University o~he~ then this one. I im enclosing copies 
of my letters to Hr. m10pard which will show you the 
reserv1:,tions \Jh1ch I ht'<.l cletrly in 111ind in Ulf:''.-:1ug even 
this temp0rfry eppo1ntment. 



' i 

· Mr. Shattuck 11:pril 9, 1936 

There is rbflolutely nothinr in writing r:bout 
this corri:d tment of Dr. Stillman's to the Forest, but 
it would not be difficult to licuidate the venture 
on short notice if the pey.m.ents·,-re n'.)t forthcoming. 

With all eood wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

JAMES B. CONANT 



Mr. H. H. Tryon 
The Bleck Rock Forest 
Cornwall-on-Hudson, New York 

Deer Hel: 

1,Jril a. 1936 

Thunk you for your note. I em. glt'.d you 
6-pprove ()f the wey we ere headed. 

The whole thing is -:tore or less of a gamble 
es it is by no moans cert~1n th~t ~e can find the neo• 
essery funds to keep the Forent foiw~. If we CHn•t 1n 
short order we shi:· 11 hvve to put the Forest into 
";nothbel.ls" Elnd tre1:t it es e dem.onstrL~tion t:rea. I 
hope this will not be necessury; but all the friends 
of the Forest ~111 have to regcrd this as n definite 
possibility. In these d~ys of ahuky flnEnoiel ra&tters 
we can not m1;;.ke com.11itments where the cepit"t,l is not 
in sight. I hope th~t m1ney mhy be forthcoming for 
the plenB wh-t.cb rir. She pc.rd proposes to sh& pe up; but, 
i::s I s1: . .td before, the tl1ing ri1U~,t now be ree;e::i:·ded as a 
_pure speoulPtion. We shell i,:n,•)w the &nsvmr in a yee.r. 

With ell good wishos, 

Sincerely yours, 

JAMES B. CONAt~l 



'-- HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
OAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR 

LEHMAN HALL 

May 14 1936. 

Dear Mr. Stackpole: 

With reference to the Francis H. Cummings Scholar­

ship I enclose a copy of Mr. and Mrs. Cummings' 

letter in establishment of the scholarship together 

with a copy of the Vote of the Corporation which 

restricted the award to the School of Landscape 

Architecture. 

Sincerely yoUrs~vtf,(,J,it'Y 

Mr. s. H. Stackpole, 
University 5, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

John L Taylor 
Auditor 



May 14, 1936 

Mr. Werd Sheperd 
lkrvr.rd Forest 
Petershe.m. Mr.ssi:.chusetts 

De~r Mr. Shepard: 

I em enclosing a copy of the letter which 

eccompenied the original gift of the Cu..rnmings Scholar~ 

ship c.nd of the vote of the Corpor~tion which trvns­

ferred thr.t schol~rship definitely to the School of 

Lendscape ;.rchi tecture. You will see from this thi,t 

only by a Corporbtion vote could the schol&rship egein 

be awarded to students in forestry. 

Sinoer.aly yours, 

Stephen H. Stackpole, 
SecretEry to the President. 



COPY - Attention of President James B. Con'.lllt 

Dr. l!:. D. Merrill 
Botanic3.l L1bor:itories 
H~rvu.rd Universit., 
C:.unbridge, M:3.as. 

De~lr Jr. Uerrills 

uuke University, 
Office of the Director, 
Durh1m, North C1rolina, 

Evor 3ince I noted in n recent issue of Science th'lt 
Mr. ifard .:1hepard w;:i.s joining your forestry st1.ff, I h.1ve been intend1.ng 
to ·,rri te you. 

In the first place I should like to sv th'lt I believe 
Mr. Shep:ird 'Rill cn.rry b'l.ck t:> H.u-v:irtl 'J. wetl t.>i of ide1s 3.lld ::i breadth 
of view which should go far towl.ra ctevelopini; forestr; in lhrv:1rd to the 
pl1ce th;:it I h:.ive al·,v/JY3 felt it des&rves. Di.ta to lb-. Shep:lrd1 ~ wide 
experience both in this countr/ :.inu in i:.i.trope 3.lld by virtue of his 
temperlll!lent in -'iddition, he should be eminently qu:3.lified for the ti-'lsk 
i.mmeJia tel,y a.he act o t him. 

I should also 1l t this point like to emphasize my 0'1111 
vie·n3 concerning the pl.1ce which I hopo it tlll be possible to a.ff'ord 
foi·estry in your ne·,1 net-up at H1rv:.s.rrl. tor the last tnenty-i'ive Jears, 
the forestry profes.'>ion hns been looking to H:U-V:J.N1 cUl-i p'll'ticul:irl,y 
the H,1.rv:1.rd Forest, with a gre'lt cie:.i.l of expecbn.cy. The H:1rv:.ird Forest 
does not hwe its counterpart 1U.fnhere in the United St:.ites. 'l'he i'/Ork 
th::1.t Professor fisher anJ Mr. Cline h'.l.ve st,lrteJ '.lt the liarv'..l.rd Forest 
lu.s more th·m justified tho effort. The 1hrv 1ru i:'ol-est is incre'.l3ingl;( 
becoIJing a mecca for both foreii:;n and U3.tive foresters. for ex:1.mple, 
every time th·i.t I am ;'lithin re•1ch of New .E.n6l::i.nd, I feel th9.t I must 
visit the li-3.rv:.tru l'orest in orJ.ar tv see wh·.1t ne:: results are 1.1v.1.il!lble 
from tht: <..1.emonstr.'ltions :md c:<perimen~-il ;•;ork o.!' i<'ishc.r and Cline. 
The feeling of the fore:,try profes:.iion is un,.111imous in til'lt thia work 
must go on -'llld if possible it should be au!9llentea. I cm perh:1.ps best 
convey to you m-/ o;/Il person~l feeling to-.v·1rd the H1rv:U'd. Forest by s::iying 
that when uuke Univer:;;it;r fir:;t considereti bking up forest.rt ,ind the 
ultinute development of a gr.1.<.i.u'lte school of fore::itr-1, I c:uled the 
atteation of the President '.Uld the AU?l1inistr,J.tive Cammi ttee to the fhrv-.:i.rd 
forest anl.i tint it \US mt suggestion tlut we develop as ne:irly as local 
conditions would permit .:i.nother H,.1.rvari.l. i'orest in Durham n.nd Or-1.nge 
CoWlties1 Horth C,irolina. I honestl.y believe th·it ·:re o.ro well on our 
wa;r ru.tb.ough nJ.tura~ more time must el•.ip~e befl)re 11e c:m hope to hllve 
the gooJ things in tl1e way of ciemon~tr:itions and the results of experiments 
available iiero th:1.t are av!.1.ilu.ble •1t Peterslliun. Under !.iep:l.rllte cover, 



Dr. E. D. Merrill •'.) -tw-

I am i'or11::1rding you u copy of Bullt:;tln l ~f our forestry series in 
which Professor Ahugh!iil :Uld I h1ve emfo:wored to describe the Duke 
Forest :.1.s it riaS h'h8n ,•;e first placed it under m\n:tgement in 1961 
·md in r,hich ;-1e h~ve :.let forth our more import·mt ·1ims ,md objectives. 
I believe those 1tho :u·c f:unilLu· with the u.evelopment :tnJ object.tves 
of tI1e H:.1.rv:1ru .r·ore;:,t cm see tiu.t m:uv idc:is h:1ve been brought here 
from the Harv:lrd lorest. I sincerel.;r hope tha. t its gooo. ;-;ork may not 
continue uninterruptedly but ma.y 11ith the future 1e:tr3 be developed 
even more extensively and bro~uly. 

Mv I t~ke this opportunity of extenaing a cordial 
inv·i ta tion to you anc.t ~ other of your colle'.if.,'lled who mv be 
interested to visit our liorest whenever you are in striking tiist111ce? 

· CFKsR 

Meanwhile with cong1·utulations :ind best ·:dshes, I am 

Cor-,.iblly yours, 

(signed) C. F. Korstian 

Director & Professor of Silviculttr e 



HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. Stephen u. Stackpole, 
Office of the President, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Stackpole: 

May 18, 1936. 

I run very grateful for your letter of 

May 14 and for your kindness in looking up the Cum­

mings Scholarship. It is clear that one reason for 

transferring the scholarship to the School of Land­

scape Architecture was the organization of the 

Harvard Forest School as a purely graduate institu­

tion requiring a bachelor's degree in forestry for 

entering. The provision of the gift restricting 

the award of the scholarship to Harvard students 

holding a Bachelor of Arts degree would, of course, 

preclude the use of the scholarship here. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-
Director 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

.....w 
PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Aucust 21, 1936. 

President Jorr.es B. ~onant, 
H~1-Pvnrr'l University, 
Ca::1briclse, I-.:ass. 

Denr Dr. Conant: 

''
11

• ') .·· 1°3~v ;--\,..,; J 1.J l, ~ 

On September 9 and 10 the Pew I!:ngland Section 

of the Society of .\merican Foresters is meeting at the 

HArvard Forest in honor of the Tercentenary. We expect 

an attendance of perhaps 150. I enclose a copy of the 

program. 

I know how greatly burdened you are with the 

Tercentenary Celebration and I hesitate to invite ond 

still r.:ore to urge you to come. I simply want you to know 

that we are tak:lng a hand in the celebration, and that if 

you cRn come, even for a few hours, we shall be delL:;hted 

to have you. 

S1~ 

~e cto:r-



Mr. Ward Shepard 
Director, ilo~vard Forest 
Peterslw,i, Massochusetts 

Defir Mr. Shepard: 

Aurust 31, 193l'i 

Mr. ConLnt h&s u~~ed ne to thhnk you 

vor-y much foJ' your kindness in letting hir:i 

know about tr1e forthcomin(', meetlnc of the Now 

England Section of the S,)ciety or .American 

Foresters which is bein.s held et the iforvard 

Forest in honor of the Tercentenary. 

Very sincerely yours, 

StRphen H. Stcckpole 
Secretory to the President 



PROGRAM 

New England Section 
Society of American Foresters 

The Annual Summer Meeting 
September 9 and 10, 1936 

AT 

THE HARVARD FOREST 
PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

On the Occasion of the Tercentenary Celebration 
OF 

Harvard University 

1636 :: 1936 



GENERAL INFORMATION 
The meeting officially begins at 9: 00 o'clock on vVednesday mor~ing, tlie 9th, 

and ends at 5: 00 o'clock Thursday afternoon. A short business session will be 
held Wednesday evening. 

Headquarters for the meeting is the Nichewaug Inn, Petersham, which, because 
of a capacity of only 100 guests, will be reserved exclusively for members of the 
Section. The Inn will be open on the 8th to accommodate early arrivals. Rates, 
$4 and $5 per day, including meals. At Athol, 9 miles distant, the Leonard Hotel 
and the Pequoig Hotel will provide rooms at $1.50 and $2 per night. Other hotels 
well within an hour's drive are the Colonial at Gardner ( 17 miles), the Toy Town 
Tavern at Winchendon (20 miles), and the Bancroft at Worcester (25 miles). 
Lunch for those stopping out of town may be had at the Nichewaug Inn for 75¢, 
dinner at night for $1.25. Good restaurants are available in Athol. Members are 
requested to make their own reservations, and are urged to do so well in advance 
of the meeting date. 

Four one-half day field excursions have been arranged, and, in order to facilitate 
the work of those acting as guides, the party will be divided into four groups. 
Detailed information concerning the various areas visited on each ttip will be 
provided at the time of the meeting. 

PROGRAM OF FIELD TRIPS* 

TRIP ONE 
THE PROSPECT HILL BLOCK 

The party will motor to the Harvard Forest headquarters building, there leave 
cars and proceed on foot to inspect coniferous plantations on Compartments I, II, 
VII and VIII, and an improvement cutting in middle-aged hardwoods on Compt. I. 
(1¼ hours.) Thence by motor on the Prospect Hill Road to Compts. III, IV, V 
and VI. Oldest plantations on the Forest, thinnings in planted pine and spruce, 
prunings, spacing experiment in planted white pine, seed tree cutting. ( 1 .¼ hours.) 

TRIP TWO 
THE TOM SW AMP BLOCK 

Motor to the southeast corner of the Block, .¼ mile northwest of the Nichewaug 
Inn; leave cars and journey on ioot (¼ mile) through Compt. I. Weedings 
and th innings in mixed hardwoods on rich soil, gypsy moth conh ol cuttings in 
hardwoods, ( 1 hour.) Motor to woods road entrance !Jetween Compts. II and 

• Field trips will start from the Nichewaug Inn at 9: 00 o'clock in the forenoon and at 
2: 00 o'clock in the afternoon. 



V; thence on foot (1¼ miles) through Compts. II, III, IV, V and VI. Young 
hard-cvood a1id mixed conifer-hardwood stands under intensive treatment-weed­
ings, improvement cuttings, thinnings, reproduction cuttings and soil observations. 
(2 hours.) 

TRIP THREE 
THE TOM SWAMP BLOCK 

Motor north on state highway 1¼ miles to Tom Swamp Road (on the left), 
thence to northern portions of Compts. III and IV. :Mixed hardwood and conifer­
hardwood stands under intensive management for sawtimber production. Thence 
to Fisher memorial boulder and tablet, and around Harvard Pond, Compts. V, VI, 
VII and VIII. Culled old growth stand, gypsy moth control cuttings, coniferous 

. plantations on light soil, the 1935 sawtimber cutting area, and spruce bog. Thence 
continuing by motor, to Compt. IX. Reproduction cuttings of several kinds in pine 
and pine-hemlock stands on light, sandy soils-group selection, uniform shelter­
wood, and clear-cutting by strips; soil observations. (3 hours.) 

TRIP FOUR 
THE SLAB CITY BLOCK 

Motor south on state highway 2 miles, stopping at spruce plantation (Comp. 
VII), reclamation plot in severely weeviled pine plantation on the Choate Estate, 
and culled old growth on Compt. X. Return by same route as far as Quaker Road, 
thence by woods road along Swift Rh-er to Compts. III, IV and V. Return to 
highway and re-enter Forest at Compt. II. "Old field" white pine stands, planta­
tions of conifers and hardwoods on cutover land, thinning, cartridge planting, 
acorn planting, and pruning in pine of natural origin. (3 hours.) 

OTHER TRIPS 
The Forest staff will endeavor to arrange special trips during the course of the 

meeting, or on the day following, at the convenience of members wishing to see a 
nursery fertilization experiment at the Metropolitan District Water Supply Com­
mission's nursery in the Swift River reservoir area, work in game management, 
the Pisgah old growth forest in \Vinchester, New Hampshire, or such other avail­
able places and projects as may attract group interest. A special invitation is 
extended to all guests to visit the Harvard Forest Models on exhibition at the 
University Museum, Cambridge. Guides are in attendance from 9: 00 A. M. to 
5: 00 P. M. on week days, and from 1: 00 to 5: 00 P. !\L on Sundays. If a suffi­
cient number should desire to see the Models on Friday morning, the 11th, a 
member of the Forest staff will act as guide. 
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