
not f<>r- : ·ubJ.1 c.uti()?l -......... , _______ _...... 

of two million dollnr•o for n<lvc.nood 1~oenroh o.n<l itrntruotlon 1n tho 

oonnef'Vat1on of rw.tu1~l rcaourcoo 1n tho brofi.dont uonno. rho income 

from thin t.mdovr.:-ltmt would not ba allotted to any ono deoul'ti::wnt of' 

tho Un1voraity, but would bo u~lel" tho ndrnin1,1trot1on or an 1ntor­

do~rtrnonta.1 COtl!'J1ttee, whooo nrogmm nnd doc1o1ono m>Uld bo oubJeot 

to a.~:')rovnl by tho Pl"Oa1dent. arn Follows or tho Univoroity. 'l'hia 

oOt?Jn1t.tec woul,1 ~,iresont tho !!nl"'Yt\rd f'O?'<)Ot, the Donartmont ot 

Econom1oo, tho r..rnolcl 1'-t-bo'Nltlltl, the B1olog1ool Lubo~tor1oo, tho 

Gro.1ut.Lte ~>chool o.r ~•ubl1o r,dl'l.1n1strat1on, and porhn'.'.lo othoro. The 

1noorne f°NX::i tho run1 woul<l be uooct rot' 1nott91.totoroh1n8, grrutunte 

t'ollowsh1na, and r-oaoorch turn 1atnntsh1os, and for oo1ont1t1o mntor1ala 

nn1 the !1Ubl1oat1on or r-uoulto. Tho fund would bo lte;,t flu1d 1n or-.lei­

. to meet chang1rn_s needs as tho c onoorvnt1on l:'lovorlont clovolor,s 1n tho 

coming yon~, and for th1o re-anon r.,err.1ammt. a,:,otntmcmto ff1ll be bold 

to th~ m1n1mum Wlt11 tho work 1s t1or-o Mly dovolo::,oa. 

The l!OO<l rox: ~~uch -~- ,·r95rnm 
noe;1rm1ng oor.10 thirty yooro ar;o ani L'lOl"O uonocinlly 1n 

rocont yea.-rn, there lw .. a boon a voey "~''>id nooelel'fition 1n tho novomunt 

tor t,ho oonnor'Vnt1on of untun.1.l tteaou1 .. 000, otlf')001nlly roroato, rnnge 
,· 

lnn1n, oo11a, nrx\ wnte~a, and to o. loaner oxtont, rnlnorol rosourcots. 

'l'horo 1n now ar,,x1ront a strong tofl(tuney on the pal"t of the wr1ous 

fo:forol, otnto, m-rl r,r1wito ugoncioo oonncniad t0trn.txl tllo un1f10tit1on 

und :lntogrnt!on of tho m.trw1•ouo uc1m1n1otr<i.t,.vo an<.l toolmolo1$10..l!\l 

✓ 



:io avtd.ent in the growln:~~ dornand for 1ntogrol tm.tor•shod uuthor1t1oa 

t.1 iittllar to tho 'Xonnouooo Vnlloy :.uthor9i ty, 1n tho :'n"0"1ooal for tho 

crrontion of m:ilf'-govo:t·'nhl(~ tlo.il oorwer-vntion diritriota, and in the 

1,11.1.nrtin:3 ·,ror,rom 01." tho ;;:::1t1onnl ?looou~oon DOl~1'.1e Dy £ind lm.1ge, 

L<:mevo:r, techru.eul ~lucr:i.t.ion io not k.ow>inr~ :1nco u1th th1o novement 

or intoc;retion. z~clucntion in those f1t,1dn ie at1ll ltU"($4lly, though 

not r.ixoluuivoly, nt tt 6">0C1ti1:t~od vooutional h,vcl, the a~wo1~l1ata 

1n tho ma1n ar,")ronohing tho nr-obltr1 1n ra.thor MM'OW grooves and 

ta.111ng to 61'(1.0n the com~lex 1ntorrolnt1onoh1Js of the problem &8 a 

whole. 

Tho ult1mute eolut1on or thono problemn w1ll requ1ro 

lar,ee roo~1ontat1ono or r,ubl1o pol1oy nnd adn1n1atrnt1on nnd ot pr1• 

vo.te and 1n1ustr1al u.soa or ooturel rooou~ooo. lt involves large 

scnle 00010.1 nn:1 econot11o roaen?'chas, now bodi<>O of fodex-al and ott1te 

log1olnt1on, new adt11n1otrot1vo o~n1~.ut1ons nnd tochn1quua, ta.r 

reaoh1nG 11E.Hlet1.ro.heo 1n the tundar,1ontnl oc1encoo involved iuxt in the1!' 

arr:,11oat1on to r>?'Et.Ct1oal r,:roblerno, the roforci of forest tamt,1on, 

tho syetomo.t1o !')lruming or ln.nd uao, 1nduotl"1.nl end N?'<".\l raor&9,n1za­

t1on, and rontro1ntn on tho dootruot1vo uoo or nnturnl r-oaouNSOlih 

0bv1oualy, wiao nubl1c and 1nc1uotr1al gu1danoo of such n oomr,lex 

movoment ,,111 requ1~ mn.v r.ien trained not noroly in the toohnioal 

1.:.opeote of' tho r>rc)blem, but !n tho broad. aoc1t\l, oconom1o, adm1n1a­

trot1ve, curl log1alativo EUl!>Ooto. It 1n on th16 ln.ttel" lovol that 

Harvard Un1vom1 ty r>ro'.'>Onon to opor[1.to undor thQ now plttlle 

1•'014 aoruo thirty yonm tho I!n?"Vnrd li.ONot hnn boon ow;agod 

1n o.dvnnood :rooom:•ch and t1"n.1n1nf:~ 1n s1lvioulturu, ro~ot oo11e, 

our1ta1nod. yield mnnn.eo1:~mt, t.H¥1 otlior nn'.)ootn of rororJtt~• 'l'ho !?Ol"oot 



iB uniqua t.ir:mng 1to 1t111.-:l 1n tho Un1to,l ~;t!~tou becm1ao of tho lot1J3 

:.1cr-1od nnd. intenuity or i ta soiontifio nil:m,CGOt:iont. Un:1or the nmi 
..... 

;1la.n, it ia '.".,rot)OOt.vJ to ox:)and tho fun,-trwwntal 1•000D.rcli 1n tho 

dil~ct1on ot tk{lintn:lnitl{;; nncl innrov in£~ for-oot uoil fortil1ty nnd 

iF.i~">t"oV1n,r:; the quality nn(1 F~~th -re.to of t1r1bor throur~h oood aoloo­

t1on t\n,1 tree breodil'":;1• 1n tho r.10?'8 pmctiool ttppronoh, it 1.a ?!'O­

po!3ed to uoe tho Ho.Mm.ro 1•·o~nat nu a roooaroh a.nd training oenter-

ror the c1evolopmont of lard uoe r,lan.n1ng in the brondeat oonBo and 

the dovolo~:1ont of' rore.Jt coo~crat1voo i"o-r t10stor1ng tho nroduct1v1ty 

or ram woodlnnds en an 1nd'-ar:,onaable part or tho rural econ0m1• 

cont1ru1;ont on an adoquate ond.owr.ient ro,.. the t-Jl1ntonwico of the Hat'Yard 

t:-oreot on o. atable f1Nlno1nl bn.010, tho Un1vQra1 ty 1a pt•orn1ood the 

fun.1.o ror a modem 1nstruct1one.1 am roaoar•ch rlnnt at the Hal"VU!'d 

?orost tor the f'aculty, advnnced etudentu, an,1 rieoonroh wol'kot"lfh 

-'.Jroclunte ~3gll001 or Publ1g .t,dn1n1otrot1on 

11h10 ochool Yl111 be nl41.rncl..r1ly oonoomod w1 th r,ubl1o 

ndo1n1atmt1on nnt on tho m~. voo&t1oool level but oh1ofly on the 

lovel or tho nooial, coonor.110, a.n1 log1olo.t1vo as':'.>octs of 7>Ubl1o 

nol1cy. It r,ropoaoa to draw 1 to atudonto pr1i:1ar11y, thoue-,h not 

exclurd.voly, froia the publ1o aerv1coo. 1 .. n 1t1:,ortnnt fiold 1•or the 

new ochool w1ll bo the pul>l1c &B'.1eots of tl~ ooru.'1orva.t1on f,1ovei..1ent. 

It to ~l"O'."ODad to eotabl1ah ono or- r10ro 1notM1otorohipG and ndoquato 

followsh1-;-,a am rooonrch a.an1ota.ntnh1ps 1n conoorva.t1on oontored. 1n 

th1a aohool but (1.ruwing al110 on the Do;X>.M.nont 01" !:,conomico, the 

!itn·vv·iu•~i Fol"Ost, nnd tho l.AW ~;ohoc>l• :Ju'bJoots or typical and urs(Jnt 

in\10:rrt,a.noo A.1"'0 lo.n<l uso plarm1ng, et>ritiol"Vat1on log1.alt1.t1on, and 

fo'!"oot oeonor.11on. ln tho lnttor f1old, rolatively l1ttlo t1.dvru1ood 

r,m~k hai1 boon d ono 1'.tlJ cor111·)a~c1, tor o:,ro.m~,lo, v11 th tho tie lt'l or agr-1• 

oultu~il t-1oonom1co. Both tho ~-,ublio oor-v1oein and tho ro1<ttwt 1rdua-



atl'.':c;;ct!l of' mrntaino-1 y!old. foc"f:flt r.K::ntl.SfJ~,Br.t. '.L".ho d19tW:>01nt,1ng 

-:-n•c;;rfizin in •:,~lvuto fo1.'ti.1iltry ii'l in :W-l"t tr.:~nual,Jo to rn1lu1,a to 

como to Cl"i:JO wi tt t. ho no 1·un.'..la.r,·;antul~i. 1'hone oxv.r:::·1lHS are illuo­

trz'i. t1 vo ~-.thor than inolttaivo. ?.:any othor r1olda nood oirl11ln:r 

intemlivo troo.tw .. mt, nuch ttn th-3 eomrnrvntion or cool, petroleum, 

end otho-r r:1inorola • un-1 t.ho oonne11Vation a.net hi1::.~0Bt coe1al uoe or 
wntort --;,oner. 

('thor t1n1vg:rg1ty T.>t>rx:H~ffi<3Dt8 

The r,rnold :.-rb0140tum 8lld tllo B1oloo-J.cal l..aborotoriea are 

oqu1m>oo to conduct or collnborato 1n 1\mda..~ent,ul reooorchee 1n 

foNt~~ 00110, gonottoo, nlant -;lhyutology, morr>hology, zoology, 

antomolor~, pathology, &n1f otho~ problCt:10. l'ho naed hore 1S lnmel.y 

fo~ roaooroh na:J1ttta.ntoh1pe anrl gn.1.:luate fo~lowsh!;>lh the tunda• 

n,enta.l b1olo31co.l ~o::,coto or !>limt. nnd oo1l comsorvat1on await a 

more ftt?'-roaching £U1'1 1ntegra.ted attack than h.11.s thus far been na.do. 

Q1rt~ 

G1tts to thin en:iowmMt fund may o1ther be unrootrioted, 

and. thus t1.p?l1ol1 to any r)b8.B6) or tho field ll:):H'90Vt>d by the !'ND1dent 

and fr'ollowo, or oo dovotod to n~o1f1c pu~1Qr1ea, such ao 1nstructor­

nh1r,o, followohi~)S, 0~ l"OBOO:t'Ch V.EJ!l1Bta.ntnh1r>B 1n O::,eo1t'1ed f1elda. 

ln tho lnttor cano, howovor, 1.t 10 ho;Jod that ourr1c1ont d1oc~tt1on 

,,111 bo given to tho \"rotU.(lont an:1 r-·ollowa to unc ouoh girts toi­

clmnging noodo a.o t11no e,,ooo on. 



Not for Publication 

PROPOSED PROGRAM OF ADVANCED RESEARCH AND INSTRUCTION 
AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY IN ~HE CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Harvard University proposes to seek a minimum endowment of 

two million dollars for advanced research and instruction in the con-

servation of natural resources,with special emphasis on forest and 

soil conservation. The income from this endowment would not be 

allotted to any one department of the University, but would be un::ler 
.. 

the administration of an inter-departmental committee, whose program _____ _,. ___ ,. _____ ,,..__,_,.,...,.,...., .... --. __ ..... ___ _ 
and decisions would be subject to approval by the President and _____ ... ________ _,,,._,..,,. 1'11'-- __,._.,, . ..,.~,~ ... .,.•,-----~ ... _..,, ... """"!!a 

Fellows of the University. This co1Tu11ittee would represent the Harvard 

Forest, the Dcpartroont of Economics, the Arnold Arboretum, the Divi-

sion of Biology, the Gro.duate School of Public Administration, and 
------------· ----· ·------·- --~·~-- --·-- _____ ........._ 

perhaps others. The income from th~ fund would be used in large part ·--------for instructorships, graduate fellowships, and reseo.rch assistant• 

ships, o.nd for scientific mo.terials and the publication of results; 

but a. po.rt of it would be allotted to the Ho.rvo.rd Forest for research, 

instruction, o.nd forest opero.tioo in order to put tho fino.nces of the 

Forest on a permanent basis. The fund would be kept fluid in order 

to meet changing needs as the conservation movement develops in the 

coming years, and for this reason permanent appointments would be held 

to the minimum until the work is more fully developed. 

The Need fer Such a Program 

Beginning sane thirty years ago and more especially in 

recent yea:rs, the:re has been a ve:ry rapid acc.eleraticn in the move­

ment for the cc•nservo. tion of no.turo.l :resources, espcc ially forests, 

:range lands, soils, and waters, and to u lessor 0xtont, mineral 

:rescurcos. Thero is n<.Wt uppo.:rent u st:rvng tendency vn tho pnrt of 



./ ' }/ 
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various federal, state, and private agencies concerned toward th0 

unification and integration of the numerous administrative and tech­

nological attacks 1.:n these basic pr<.;blems of nativnal existence. This 

tendency is evident in the grcwing demo.nd for integral watershed 

authorities similar t0 the Tennessee Valley Authority, in the pro­

posal fer the creation cf self-governing suil c0nservation districts, 

o.nd in the planning program of the No.ticnal Rescu:rces Boo.rd. By o.nd ------ ... 
largo, however, technico.l educo.tiun is not keeping pace with this 

- ---------···-· -----
mcveme n t cf integration. Educo.ti~n in these fields is still lc.rgoly, 

though- ~-;·t· exclusively, at a specialized Vvco.tionc.l level, and there 

is an urgent need for strengthening o.nd broadening this training in 

~rder to mc.ko avo.ilo.ble more iron adequately equipped to guide the 
- --- .. ---- --------

larger aspects cf the movement. 
--~~-----·- ' 

The ultimate solution of these problems will require large 

reorientations of public policy and administration and of private and 

industrial uses of natural resources. It involves large-scale social 

and economic researches, new bodies of federal and state legislation, 

new a~~inist:rative organizations and techniques, far-reaching re­

searches in the fundamental sciences involved and in their application 

to pr-c.ctica.l problems, the reform of forest taxation, the syste:mo.tio 

planning of lc.nd use, industrial o.nd ruro.l reorganization, nnd 

restraints on the destructive use of natural resources. Obviously, 

wise public o.nd industrial guidance of such o. complex movement v1ill 

require 1110.ny men trained not merely in the technica.l aspects of the 
,,.,___....,........___..,.___ 

problem, but in the broad social, economic, administrativo, o.nd log-
-------- , •---- ----' ... ,,,.,,.<"~---,----"'~ 

isia"tivc o.spccts, It is on this lo.tter level that Ho.rvo.rd University 

proposes to operate undor tho new plo.n, 
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Avo.ilublo Resources 

The Harvard Forest 

For some thirty years the Harvard Forest has been engaged 

in advance :research and training in silvicultu:re, forest soils, sus­

to.ined yield mano.gement, and other o.spects of forestry. The Forest 

is unique among its kind in the United States because of the long 

period o.nd intensity of its scientific management. Under the new 

plan, it is proposed to expand the fundamental research in the direc­

tion of maintaining and iJnp:roving forest soil fertility and improving 

the quo.li ty and growth ro.te of timber through selection o.nd tree 

breeding. In the more pro.cticul upproo.ch, it is proposed to use the 

ho.rvo.rd Forest as o. reseo.rch and training center for the development 

of forest cooperatives for restoring the productivity of fa.rm wood­

lands o.s nn indispensable part of the rural economy. Co~t1~eo~t ea 

o.n adequo.te ·end,owment-. .f'.or_.thc_.JDQ,j._Qt,el)o.1}_9,..<L..QL,J,ho.~~-i!o:re-e~o. 
I 

stc.ble fino.ncicil basis, tho University is promised the funds for o. 
I /. / 

modern inst:ru6tionol o.nd research plant .o.t--the Ho.rvo.rd Forest for tho 
j /' :-,/ / 

faculty, o.dvcnced students, nnd :research workers. 
✓ 

Graduate School of Public Administration 

This school will be primarily concerned nith public admin­

istration, not on the mere vocational level but chiefly on the level 

of the social, economic, and legislative aspects of public policy. 

It proposes to dran its students primarily, though not exclusively, 
,· 

from the public services. An important field for the nen school 

will be the public aspects of the conservation movement, It 1s 

proposed to establish one or more instructorships and adoquato follow• 

ships and :research assistantships in consorvo.tion centered in this 



r 

) 
I 

school but dra.r,ing also on the Department of Economics, the Harva.rcl 

Forest, and the La.w School. SUbjects of typical and urgent importanc3 

arc la.nd use planning, conservation legislation, and forest economics. 

In the latter field, re la.ti vely little advanced work has been done as 

compared, for exa.mple, with the field of o.griculturo.l economics. Both 

the public services a.nd the forest industries need men highly trained 

in the economic and financial aspects of sustained yield forest 

management. The disappointing progress in private forestry is in 

part traceable to failure to come to grips with these fundamentals. 

These examples are illustrative rather than inclusive. 

Other University Departments 

The Arnold Arboretum and the Biological Laboratories are 

equipped to conduct or collaborate in fundamental researches in 

forest soils, genetics, plant physiology, morphology, zoology. 

entomology, pathology, and other problems. The need here is largely 

for research assistantships and graduate fellowships. The fundamental 

biclogica.l aspects of plant and soil conservation auait a more far• 

roaching a.nd integrated attack tha.n ha.s thus far been mo.de •. 



r, ....... 

Tentative Budget for tho Initial Expenditure from 

the Income of Two Million Dollars under such 

A Fund 

1. Tc bo.lcnce tho present budget of the 
Ho.rvo.rd Forest •••••••••..•• ., •••••••••••••• $10,000 

.For sc.la:rit:s new met from u temporary 
gift fer the Ha:rvo.rd Fcrest ••••••••••••.•• 

Toto.l 

2. For a. professvr er several youngor men 
interested in the social, economic, 
o.nd political aspects of forest o.nd 

15,000 
$25,000 

soil ccnservaticn ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12,000 

3. For the o.ppointment of ono er more 
biologists interested in the prcblems 
of conservation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12,000 

4. For research expenses cf these professors 
or younger men, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 20,000 

5. Annuo.l approprio.thns for fellowships ••••••••••• 11,000 

TOTAL•••••••••••••• $80,000 

Gifts 

Gifts to this endcwment fund mo.y either be unrostrictod, 

and thus o.ppliod to o.rry phase of the field approved by the President 

o.nd Follows, .:;r be devoted to specific purposos, such o.s instructor­

ships, fellowships, or rosco.rch o.ssisto.ntships in specified fields. 

In tho 10.ttor co.se, hcwovcr, it is hoped tho.t sufficient discretion 

will be given to the Prosident o.nd Follows to use such gifts for 

.chnnging needs o.s time goes on. 
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Confidential 

MEHORANDUM FOR DR. LI'rTLE 

lt.y negotiations with the Weyerhaeuser group have reached 

a stage where it is distinctly worth while for Mr. Conant to 

carry the matter further, if" he is vrilling to do so. I am pre­

paring this memorandum primarily for his information, in case you 

thinlt it advisable to aslr him to get in touch with members of the 

Weyerhaeuser group as hereinafter mentioned, while he is in the 

West. 

Negotiations to Date 

While in St. Paul, I had a long talk With ?,fr. Frederick 

E. Weyerhaeuser, who might be defined as the head of the group. 

I should first explain th9.t the very extensive Weyerhaeuser timber 

holdings, sawmills, and other manufacturing plants are not organized 

into one large corporation but a number of loosely affiliated cor­

porations with, in many cases, interlocking directorates and stock 

holders. It was always the policy of the original Weyerhaeuser to 

distribute risks by taking in persons from outside the family, so 

that the Weyerhaeuser 1 nt eresta are widely owned. The principal, 

and I believe the moat prosperous, company 1a the Weyerhaeuser 

Timber Company with offices in Tacoma, Washington. I was confi­

dentially informed by stockholders that this company has an 

undistributed surplus of $75,000,000, and was fur-thermore informed 

by Mr. Laird Bell, one of the directors, that the Board of Direc­

tors could 11)9.ke a oontribution to the Un1vera1 ty, if 1 t saw flt, 

without a vote of the stockholders. Another big corporation in 

this group is the Potlatch Forests, Inc. of Lewiston, Idaho. This 

compa.ny, however, is not nearly so prosperous as the Weyerhaeuser 

Timber Company, 



Mr. Fredericlc Weyerhaeuser was dist 1nctly interested 

in the conservat icn program at Harvard and asked me to see a 

number of his associates, particularly Mr. J.P. Weyerhaeuser, Jr. 

of ·racoma, General Manager of the Weyerhaeuser 'r'imber Company i Mr, 

C. L. Billings, General 11anager of the Potlatch Forests, Inc.; 

2 

Mr. Laird Bell of Chicago, who is a director of the Weyerhaeuser 

Timber Company and an enthusiastic Harvard man (He ran for Overseer 

this past s:r:ring but was not elected); and Mr, George Jewett, one 

of the leading members of the group, also a Harvard man and son of 

Professor Jewett (His mother is a Weyerhaeuser). I have talked in 

detail with all these men and also to so me extent with Mr. Minot 

Davis, an official of the Weyerhaeuser Timber Company and a loyal 

Harvard man. 

Attitudes of !.~embers of the Group 

M:r, Frederick Weyerhaeuser, I believe, wishes to explore 

quite thoroughly the proposed program and Wishes to have the judg­

ment of his associates, }.'.r, J. P, Weyerhaeuser, Jr, of Tacoma is 

a rather reticent person, and I was not able to get any great 

reaction from him, either pro or con. However, he is the principal 
i..., 

leader of the group ~~ is v.orking toward the permanent sustained 

yield management of the vast Weyerhaeuser timber holdings in the 

Rocky }.~ountains ani the Pacific Northwest. In the aggregate the 

Company has a forty-year cut of mature timber, and J, P, Weyerhaeuser 

believes that in the interim their lands can and will be so handled 

as to carry the bulk of the enterprises perrmnently. 

C. L. Billings is a forester by profession and ha.a risen to 

a very influential position in this group. He is operating the very 

extons ive Clearwater Fore st in northern Idaho on the principal of 

selective cutting and permo.nent production and io doing an admirable 
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piece of work, as I verified cy visiting this extensive tract. 

Billings clearly sees the need of men with a thorough training in 

the economics of permanent forest production and will, I believe, 

give moral support to the Harvard plan. 

Mr. Bell approached the problem as a Harvard problem, and 

at the end of our talk definitely promised to use his influence with 

the Board of Directors. 

Mr. George Jewett is a graduate of Harvard College and of 

the School of Business Administration. While there he took Professor 

Richard FiSher's course in lumbering, and says that it has been 

invaluable in his subsequent career. He was one of the gl"oup of 

lumbermen selected last year to study forestry in Central ~'urope 

under the auspices of the Carl Schurz 1~emorial Foundation, under a 

pl"ogram I recommended to the Foundation on my l"eturn from Gennany 

four years ago. Mr. Jewett is very progressive on the matter of 

sustained yield operation, though he sees difficult financial obsta­

cles. He is keenly interested 1n the Harval"d program in conservation. 

Recommended Act1cn 

!l~r. Laird Bell and I agree that it would be decidedly worth 

while if 1,:r. Conant could arrange to meet ?.!r. J. P. Weyerhaeuser, Jr., 

Mr. c. L. Billings, r.~r. George Jewett, and possibly Mr. Minot Davis, 

at the time of his visit to Seattle. If time permits, he might run 

down to Tacoma, which is only an hour's drive from Seattle. Otherwise 

I am sure these gentlemen would be willing to meet him in Seattle. 

The simplest thing would be for Ii:ir. Conant to communicate with Mr. 

Laird Bell, 135 South La Salle St., Chicago, well in advance of his 

trip to Seattle, asking 11::r-. Bell if he would not invite the gentlemen 

mentioned above to meet him either in Seattle or To.coma. Col. William 

B. G:r-eeley, Mana gel" of the West Const Lumbo:r-men I a Aaso ci o.tion, Stuart 

Building, Seattle, former Chief of the u. s. :B'orest Service and a 



member of the Visiting Committee of the Harvard· Forest, is· keenly 

interested in the Harvard conservation program, particularly in its 

economic-financial aspects, and would, I believe, strongly baqk the 

program before this group, if requested. 

}Lr. Bell also thought it would be very helpful if I,1r. 

4 

Conant could see tr.r. Frederick Weyerhaeuser, either in St• Paul or 

possibly by inviting him to Cambridge. Also, if it should be feasible, 

?f.r. Bell would like to talk with M:r. Conant, if he could stop off 

between trains in Chicago on his return east. 

Possible Forms of Contribution 

The simplest possibility, as I1!r. Bell pointed out, would be 

for one of the affiliated companies, au ch as the Weyerhaeuser Timber 

Company or Potlatch Foresta, Inc., to nalte a direct grant to the 

University. As pointed out before, the Weyerhaeuser Timber Cocipany 

is in a very strong financial position. The Executive Committee of 

the Board of Directors ie meeting in Tacoma late in September and 

could formally consider a request from ?!.r. Conant. 

1!r. George Jewett, however, pointed out that a corporation 

gift to an endowment was an unusual procedure and would require 

strong justification to the stockholders on the ground that the 

Board would be spendi q:; "other people's money", for which they would 

demand a tangible return. 

This argument has force, but I do not think it is insuper­

able. I pointed out two strong justifications: (1) The Weyerhaeuser 

interests are definitely moving toward permanent sustained yield 

timber production. They will therefore need, as time goes on, men 

who are competent to malre skillful and thorough economic and finan­

cial analyses of suata.inod yield ve. liquidation of timber, amortiza­

tion of manufacturing plants, and abandonment of land, The Hurvard 



5 

program should turn out men for this and other corp.orations who are 

not only highly competent technicians in the economic-financial 

field, but should, as time goes on, furnish caniidates for important 

executive posts. (2) The lumber industry as a whole has been subject 

to bitter criticism for its destructive liquidation of forests and 

has become more and more sensitive to public opinion. The Weyer­

haeuser group as a leading timberland owner and operator in this 

country, could "acquire rneri t" by a far-sighted contribution in the 

educational and research field designed to assist the forest indus­

tries to get onto the basis of permanent producticn. In this con­

nection it should be pointed out that the forest schools are turning 

out very few men (practically none, in fact) who are adequately 

trained in this phase of forestry. 

If the group should nevertheless decide adversely on a 

corporate contribution, the second approach would be along the line 

of individual contributions by prominent stockholders; and it may be 

that l.~r. Bell, }.~r. Frederick Weyerhaeuser, and Mr. Jewett would be 

willing to canvass this possibility. In this connection it is 

possible that Er. Jewett' s mother might oontribute substantially. 

In fact, regardless of a corporate contribution, this possibility 

should be explored. 

Purpcses of Contribution 

Aside from stabilizing the finances of the Harvard Forest, 

the Cabot Fund should, for the present, be considered as an adequate 

contribution to the biological side of forestry. Further contribu­

tions up to the total of (·,2,000,000 should, in my opinion, be 

devoted to (1) the economics of sustained yield management, and (2) 

the public legislative and administrative aspects of the conservation 
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movement. If the Weyerhaeuser group makes a contribution, it 

should preferably be devoted to these particular purposes. If, 

however, the argument for a tangible return on the investment is an 

urgent one, the group might wish to restrict the endowment to specific 

pur•poses, and in that event, I would suggest two main purposes: ( 1) 

the economics of sustained yield forest production, and (2) the con­

sumption, marlceting, and distribution of forest products. The former 

Ji~tered primarily in the Department of Economics, the latter in 

the School of Business Administration. In my opinion, the bulk of 

the income of such a fund should not be tied up in permanent profes­

sorships at the present time, but should be used for the appointment 

of younger men and for fellowships. As in the case of the Cabot Fund, 

some leeway should be given for the allotment of a part of the income 

to the Harvard Forest. 

Type of Instruction 

The transformation of liquidating forest industries into 

permanent production involves a detailed analysis of the financial 

structure of the company, costs of logging and production, the accu­

rate financial detennination of values of timber per acre to be 

removed and to be left for further growth, the costs of various 

logging methods, including perroo.nent transportation systems, the 

analysis of profits and costs under varying intensities of selective 

cutting, and the like. No attempt should be made to train large 

numbers of men but to select a very limited number of outstanding 

graduates of forest schools and to provide fellowships adequate to 
,· 

permit a combination of theoretical study at the University with 

lengthy periods of field study on going operations in various parts 

of the country. 



In the field of consumption of forest products, the forest 

industries are confronted with very sharp competition from manu­

facturers of building substitutes. The maintenance of a healthy 

timber conswnption is an essential part of forest conservation and 

7 

is furthermore good public economy, Although the University should 

not enter the field of technical utilization research, it could well 

devote attention to such problems as forest taxation, freight rates, 

lumber tariffs, arrl. the marketing and distribution of forest products. 

The training of men in both these categories should be 

highly useful, not only to the Government services but to corporations 

and trade associations. There is attached a mimeographed statement 

on the general conservation program, of which I have made a very 

limited and confidential distribution. 

List of Addresses 

t!r. J. P. Weyerhaeuser, Jr. 
Weyerhaeuser Timber Oo. 
Tacoma, Washington. 

I:(r. · C. L. Billings 
Potlatch Forests, Ino. 
Lewiston, Idaho 

~fr. George F. Jewett 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. 

Mr. Lairo Bell 
135 So. La Salle st. 
Chicago. 

Mr. Frederick E. Weyerhaeuser 
2191 West First National Bank Bldg. 
st. Paul, Minn. 



Pre~ldent and Fcllo¼s 0f H~rv~rct College 
C211.Ubriuge 
:J.:iss;; .. ctrn.sett s 

Geutlemen: 

/-7r- 1 

A number 01 y ;::ars ;.;g:J, in connectLm w.i th .riy pled0e 
t..) the fund for tl1e cunstructi;rn of "t nev, indoor i-,tnletlc 
Building, I Cbusea my life to be insured in fuvor of HLrvurd 
Unlverslty, and this ins,1r;-,nce i:, still in Lirce in L.e a,ilount 
of ~~50 1 000. 

It ls uiy intention to i<:eep ti:~is insur0.nce lu force 
in the University I s fs.vor wi t~1 the iue~, that in tl1c event of 
J1Y death the University will apply the :.1rJceeds ·)f the policies 
t·.J v,hc1tever purpose ,:iay froa1 time to t Lue be agreed upon be­
tween the Univert:ity 1.;..nd my.::elf. The understanding which I 
5hould n.Jw like to have effective in the event of my dee-th is 
thnt the proceeds of the policies should for the time being be 
applied as follows& 

First, to the p&yment of any portion of ~y pledge 
to the fund for the constructi,.m of u new Indoor 
Athletic Building rihich re!llains lit tlle tiiue unpaid. 

becond, to~~ra the construction ~t Petershbm, 
~Hs~uchusetts. of an admlnistr~tion buildlug for the 
Ho.rvc.:ra Forest to be m .. med "bhal,~r Hull" and of a 
..:1useum for the H<irvc:.rd Forest to be lrnov,n as the 
"Fisher ~usei1,n," and for the upkeep _)f' tnese build­
ings. If the proceeds of the policies ~r~ not 
suff lchmt to construct Qnd .;mint a in both or these 
buildiugs, ray wish i~ tn;,.,t they shoulu be .:.:pplied 
ta the CJnstruction uild maintenance 0f the ~dmlni­
str&tion building if S'1fflcient for tnt:.t purpose, and, 
if n)t ;:;d'ficient, to tne csJnstruction c.:nd ,nain­
tenance of the musexn if suf{iciont for th~t. If 
c.1.ny funu s reu1~dn ~ftcr c .... rry lng uut the c0n~tr..1c-
tion and the provisions for mblntenuncu ~pacified ~1ere­
in, it is my wish that they be added t-:1 the eE:neral 
enaowment of t.r1e tiarv.:ird F'orcst, "' ith the u11derst<1nd­
ing that if with ctwnging c .rndi tions thH vresent 
~.cti vi tie~ of tlle H&rvo..:·d F;)1·e~t Lre .s Ul.;ipendect, the 
University uu.,y use the inco.:::e of t11e fund thus 
created to support instruction ~no r~search in 
forestry prob.lems. 

It i~ my intenti,jn to phy the p•etniLl.lllS on the insur­
uncc policies referred to herein. 

Yours very tru.ly 1 



Jonuary 7, 1937 

President and Fellows of H&rvnrcl College 
Ctimbridge 
Mnse&chusetts 

Gentlemen: 

A number of yeur~ i~go, in connection with mL 
intenti~n-~f-_{1J_aJn.LLJ,n thr4Yconstruotion of e new Indoor 
Athletic~Duildin£s, I onused my life to be insured in 
favor of Hnrvard University, und this insuro.nce is still 
in foroe in the umount of ~250,000. 

r~ 
~i) 

It is my intention to keep temQor~rllI this 
insurance in force in the Uni vorsi tyfs fc:vor with the idea 
that in the event of ny de11th the UniverHity will apply the 
proceeds to the policies to whHt,wer nurpose rn.Hy from time 
to time be np;reed :rnon botwoen the University i:nd myself. 
The understEinding which I should now like to have effective 
in th•.=i event of my den th is thh t the proceeds of the 
policies should for the time being be npplied as follows: 

First, to the '!)Etyment of eny portion of my 
pledge to t!rn fund for the construction of a new Indoor 
Athletic Building which remhins ,.:t the time unpn.id. 

Second, townrd the construction f,t Petarshnm, 
Mnssv.chusetts, of nn adrninistrntion building for the 
HE~rvard For~st to be nru.1ed "ShEler Hall" end of a. museum 
for the Hervurd Forest to be known es the "Fisher Mu::;oum," 
nnd for the upkeep of these buildings. If the proceeds of 
the policies are not sufficient to construct end maintain 
both of these buildings, my wish is thut they should be 
nn~lied to the construction Lnd r.wintenhnce or' the ndminis­
tre.tion building if sufficient for thnt purpose, 1tnd, it 
not sufficient, to tho construction and m1-dnten1tnoe of the 
museum if sufficient for th,,t. If r.ny funds rornc1.in ofter 
carrying out the construction end the provisions :!'or mo.in­
tenunce specified herein, it is r11y wish thut they be added 
to tho general en,lowm.ent of tho Httrvurd Forest, with the 
underst•.mdine thnt if with chnni:;ing oondi tions the present 
activities of the Hurvnrd Ji'orest e.re suspended, the University 
m&y use the income of the fund thus crouted to support in­
struction Lnd research in forestry problems. 

It is my intontion to pay tho promiums on the · 
insurnnoa policies roferred to herein. 

Yours vory truly, 

(UiGnod) E.G. Stillman 

/ 















r✓rP:ilO]-t'i.{uUb OH ;)flOPO~l•'.D MOl3ILk: YUilD Fon 'i'Ft'.Ctiilm Al:W RF;~,fi'.,-HCH 
01J .L':{E [:,lJB,T}~C'11 ()J.<7 co:iUi:'}W;,'EI01J ()},7 ll1,'l'UR11L ~E0OUHC}~0 L{ 'i'HE 

A. Pronosed DPed of Gift 

I hereby give to the ?rPsident 1,nd Fellows of Hr:rvord 

university the sum of 9' xxxxxx, to be knovm 1:: s i:;he XYZ Fund 

for the stndy of couservc.tion of natur'.:11 resources, the income 

from which shall be used at the discretion of the Corporation 

for teaching and rese1:rch, including publi en tion, field work, 

nurclw.se of supplies, pr1yment of sE>.laries, end provision of 

fellowships, for thA fnrtherence of the Qtudy of conservation 

of m,tural resources in i:;he widest sense of the term. All 

fellowships which are ;1rovided from this fund shall be known 

as XYZ fellowships, an<i nll instructors of Drofessorial rank 

shElll be known as XYZ professors. 

The fund shnll not be bllocuted to any one department 

or faculty of the University, but kept fluid by the Corporn­

tion so thnt from time to time it may best serve the interests 

of the general field which I have in mind. 

Without r.1aking it n condition of this gift, I wish 

to express my desire und hope that in the first use of this 

money due attentton will be paid_ to thP- needs of the Harvl:ird 

Forest, to the end that this deportment of the University may 

ooernte on n sound finnncinl bnsis and ns a co~ner:,ting m.ember 

in the activitiAs of the University which ere concerned with 

( n) Biol.ogi Cl:il sct"ence ns a whole; nnd, ( b) _ the training of 

students· for public ndministration. I should hopn that from 

/ 



thP incoF1e of thi~, fund s11L:rics e.nd eX'.)rmses night bA oaid 

for u certain nu1:1bnr of nw:n.bers of the st:,f'f who would hnve 

thA .scientist''" intr:rP~,t L 1. cnm,erv•,tion :,nd be con~lActAd 

'Ni th both thP 'lhrvc ro l"o 10 e:3t and one of tlrn dept' rtnents of 

the Jocial Sciences in the University. 

B. '1'1=mtsi ti ve Bud:u')t for tliP Ini tir:l J<;x1)endi ture from the 
IncomP of ';}•.,;a ,Million uol1nrf3 Urnter such a Fund 

1. ~o belance the present budget 

of the Harvnrd Fbrest •••••••••• $10,000 

For sulnries now met from a 

tempor&ry gift for the Hnrvard 

Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • . . . . . 15 1 000 

Total ~25,000 

2. For u professor or several younger men 

interested in the social, economic and 

poli t.icul r.spects of conserv11 tion • • • • • • • • 12,000 

3. For uupointment of a biologist inter-

estad in the problems of conservntion •••• 12,000 

4. For research expenses of these professors 

or younger men••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 20,000 

5. Annual oppronrintions f'or fellowships•••• 10,000 

Total $79,000 

2. 



Cor,)ort. tion ,roulci c,;)poLnt ,: certd.n number of :1rofossors or 

i::1Structors under this XY'.J Found~' tion, th~,t is, together wt th 

other uerfmns whor1 tlw Corryor,;tion mlt;ht cJefjlt;nr-ite from the 

present de0artmonts of the University, to co11sist of a Com­

nittee on th0. XYZ Foundation ond the sllocotion of fellowships 

and research money ,·1ould be r.wde on the recommendt., tions of this 

Car.uni ttee by the Corpor::tion. 'l'he Corporation would reserve 

-:;he right to chaiit;e the cor.1Dosi tion of this Committee or to 

devise any other nethod of ~dministration of the funds when­

ever it snw fit. I0 would be hoped thr;t this Committee of 

the Foundation woulc. be closely nssociC1ted with the new 

School of Public Administr~tion on thP one hnnd and with the 

tevAlonments in the generel field of Hiolo~y on the other. 

Presumably the Dean of the new School of Public Administrhtion 

und the Administr0tor of Botcnicul Collections, us well as 

officers ttnd i!1structors in the Forest and other d~partments 

of the University, would be members of this C01mni ttee. 

January :~:~, 1g37 



1-;r • J • Vl • JJowe s 
Harvard University 
cambriclc;c, r.1assachuse tts 

My dear Mr. Lowes: 

E. G. STILLMAN, M. D. 
48 EAST 78TH STREET 

NEW YORK 

N. Y. 

Jamw.ry 7, 1937 

I am enclosing a letter substantially copied 
0. 

i'rom your draft. T'.ne tno changes made were:~ I have 

been very careful never to 11 pledge 11 money toward tbe building 

of the Indoor Athletic Building. It has always been my 

"intention"to make these contributions. And secondly, I 

merely wish this life insurance arrangement with the ·University 

to be a temporary affair. 

I enclose a check made out to the Uni versi t'y, 

covering the premitu11 payirent on this life insurnnc e policy. 

Yours very truly, 

✓ 



.ilr. William J. Bingham 
Harvard ~thletic Association 

Dear Billa 

Junuary 11, 19Z7 

Vie hB.Ve a letter from Dr. btilluu:.n d .... ted Janu­
ary 7 i\hich deter.'.Aines a nu.ubcr 0f 11H.:.tters in connection 
with his subscription to the Iud0or ftnletic Building and 
the lnsuro.nce \\hich he hn~ been carrying .i.n favor of the 
HarV(;rd Athletic .Association. r\:.>r convenience, I shall 
list down the several things v.1,ich it settlesa 

(l) From J~nuary 7 on the proceeds of the poli-
cies, in case of tr. btillmun1 s ae&th, will go, first, 
t0 the pLLyLAent of &.ny portion of his pledge to the 
fund !'or the c,mstruction of a ne,·, Indoor Athletic 
Buildlng v,hicn reruuins .:.t the ti.me unp;;.id; aud the 
b~l~nce will go to the University f'Jr other pur-
poses which he ::.,;ecifies ln nis letter. 

{2) He announces his intenti..m of paying the 
preu1iu.11s on b0th .i.usurnnce i'Olicie~ hereufter, ~nd 
I fill E:HlClosing a copy of a letter which I have 
written ~r. ~ianey Curtis ~bout this. 

(3) ~hen I wrote Dr. Stillman, I ~sked him 
whether he expected to reimburse the Ilnrv, ... rd Ath­
letic As:Joci.J. tioo for the ~r0.:.1iwn~ rndd by lt to 
date. He does not ausv.er this que~tion in his re­
ply, &nd 1 hesitcite t0 i:i~k it a.ta.in L:i;uediute.ly. 
He iaay udd to his final payi:ient on account of his 
plellie a sum which wouJ.u be oue 0n thls account; 
and until ~1e see vmether he does or n0t, I think 
we hud bett~r d0 uothini ~t al~ bbout it. 

(4) He enclosed a chec~ t0 the order of the Uni-
versity in tne c:.wount of ~l,748, thls beinb the 
a.u1ount of tho net premium 0n the E4ultable policy 
~,hich Wi1S due lJeceull:,er ~l, li3Z6 ... nu p ... yrucnt of ~hicb 
has been deferred until \lie tiearu from Dr. btll.Lm~. 
This chec.K \dll . .bo creaiteci on the Universlty•s books 

/ 



to the s:1Vi.l,]nse account where ~-.1ch premitlill~ ptdd 
oy you r1ave been c!w.rged, i:Hlu 1 h.::,.ve t0la 1.1.r. 
G~tctiell 0r.::::lly th;_ t the E<.1Ui t,,ble }-,rei.!J.iUDl c'J.Ue 
Dece.nuor ~l, l9c6 .should n~v. bo ,:;.:.,.id by us. 

(5) In the Denefici:ry cLauso of both af the 
p~licies reference is mctde t~ the Burvura Athletic 
J.ssocLttion, ano. :uy iraprcs;;.,ian L, thct in oue vf 
the~ tha Associ~tion is n&illed hS benefici~ry ~lthout 
reference to the U11ivers.ity. I have spoten to .ilr. 
Curtis about this teut~,ti vely, ~n.d it ser.swS t.:J me 
that it is desir-::ble, .... lthJu,;h n0t es~entl£d, thut 
tte naJJe of the oeuel'ici~ry be cn2.n6cd so ::i.5 to 
&v0id referHnce to the Harvbrd Athletic Astoci~tion. 
You will not~ that in my letter to .dr. Curtis I 
co,!l:.11ent on t:ris. 

(6) You non have phy~;ical po~oe:;siou of the poli-
cies. I think thut it \\oul<.i be better, now that 
the lnterest of the H&rvard Athletic Associution la 
uisnppeuring, to nave the policies kept in llr. 
bhttttuck•s file, but r ~Ut_;ff~t that you keep them 
until we huve the beneficiary ctwng,Jde 

I think that this brings the ::atter up to dnte. 
If anything further occurs to you ·,;h.1.ch you thluk shuu.ld 
oe done, please let me know. 

oinoerely yours• 



Mr. w. c. Saeger 
Lehman Hall 

Dear ?.Ir. Saeger& 

Junuary 11, 1DZ7 

I am enclosing e check to the order 
of the University for ;/i.l,748 from Dr. E.G. btill-
man. Trlis amount is to reiLUburse the University 
for an insurt..nce premium :;;hich will now be paid, 
on approval of the H~rvard hthletic As~ociation, 
to the Equitable .LifH Assurance bociety. The 
pc;.yment by the Harv&.rct Athletic .h.Ssociation will 
t>e charged to General bu::.pensi!, and 1 suggest thut 
y0u credit this check to the same account. 

iir. bhattuck ~nd 1 agree tn~t the pay­
ment by Dr. btillaw.n does not constitute a gift! 
t:.nd I huve m.,.de to Dr. &tillm.::.:n the only acknow -
ectg,nent \\t1ich apyears necesiury. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. \'i. LC\':JES 



Dr. E.G. Stillm~n 
45 E~st 75th Utreet 
Ne• York, New York 

Dear Dr. ~tillmans 

I 

J anucry 11, l9t7 

I am very much ooliged for y-·ur letter 
of January 7 enclosi:;i; y::,.:.r check for ~l.,748 to 
the order of the University in relmburse~ent of 
the ~re~iUJl due Dece~ber ~1 on the policy of the 
E~uitab.l.e Life, and Y•YJ.r letttir ch ... ted J~nuary 7 
covering your directions as to tile disposition 
to be lllt::.de by the University uf the proceeds of 
the insurance v,:llch y0u .:.:.re· currying in it~ favor 
lo case of y~ur deuth. 

I ai.a seeing th;;.t the ct.Leck ls properly 
tun.en care <)f; and President Co11ttnt wil..i. send 
you a Qore suituble kCknowledg~~nt of the 
generous arranget11ents prop.:,sed in y.::,ur .letter. 

Yours very tr~ly, 

,· 



Dr. E.G. ~tillmr.Jl 
4fj :r:~, nt ?!>th f_;treet 
Nnw Yo:rk, How York 

Deer Dr. Btillmon: 

· J~nu:iry ll, 1937 

J,foy I r.oknowlodge offlc1Hlly on bohult 
ot the President ina i!ollowe of Iforvurd University 
your lotter of J1:!1U, 0.ry 7, nnd ex?rese on their 
bnh,lt r~pprocit:tion of your lntcmtlon to keep your 
11 t'e insurnnco in full force to tho mnount ot 
~L50,000 in r•:.vor or the Untversity. \-ie nll aln• 
cerely hop~ thr,t t.!1e instructiono in your letter 
will not hnve to be ct1rried out, but wa upprooit,te 
your generoua intont i.a indicHtod by those in­
t:;truotions. 

1-!~\y I tnke this opportunity to c-::..dd a 
peraoru:l ·,.-ore!. I cLnnot tell you how rnuoh your 
kindness ,:u,1 generosity h1-1vo mM.nt to me, ns 
!>rf.lsident of tho Uni'7orsity. 'l'his e<ld1t1onnl 
evidence of :rour 00~1tinued intoroet in Hnrvnrd 
1 ... nd yo·,.tr intention ot going on with your kind acts 
'1Tf' i11daod !:lnet ho1"rtonin,;. I nn sure tht·;t all 
tho plr:no you h1;vc in rr.ind 1.re of gro;-,t ir.;.?ort:,nce 
to tht' Untve:rnity f-,nd p1..rtioul' rly your now t>Oint 
of vitrn in l'""!t;rr:l to the lforrnrd For(~st, whtoh will, 
I hoµe• yield u rich fruit. 

With till ,-:ood wiaheu ;:.nd deep npµreoi• 
rtion. 

v~ry atnoerely yours, 

J/1.MES B. CONANT 

/ 



Copy to Mr. Ward Shepard 

1937 

Mr. Willicm B. Greeley 
West Cor,st Lumbermen• s Assooir➔ tlon 
Seuttla, Washington 

My denr Colonel Greeley: 

I nm t!'kln~ the liberty of writing you 
sinoe you h~.ve b'3en ?,ood enoi..16h to beoome a t1ember 
of the oornnittoe &p,ointed by the Bo~rd of Over­
seers to visit the ~erv£rd. Forest. ' 

Mr. Wer<\ ShepRrd, t.!le :,resent Director 
of the m-.. rvtird Forest, h,'-'.s been talking with me 
cibout plt,ns for th~ rc.islnc of r. le.:ri:.;e fund, the 
incomf3 to be used t.'or the study or oonservntton ot 
n(1turHl resources w1 th speoi.:il reference to the 
lforv~\rd Foroot. He ie 1:.:ucious to proceed rr.pidly 
'Iii th the developnent of these plE ... "lS un<l tho ox­
plorution of poss1b111ties. 

The suggestion hnu been nu~de thut Mr. 
John Blodgett rrJ.ght be interestecl in this rrtther 
un1.que end ltMui tious project on the ptirt or Herve.rd 
University, whioh is concerned ..;1th hlo own in­
terest, the lumbor industry. Mr. Sbepurd hns told 
me thr:t thora ia n poaslbil1ty thnt )rou m1gl1t be 
willinr; to 1~asiat him in µ1: cing the r.v~tter before 
Mr. Blodgett w1 th e. view to interonting ~lit! in the 
project. 

I am mo rely writing you to soy thut o.e 
Pr<Hddent of' thH Uni verai ty these pltms hr:ve my 
het'.rti~st, ;.md indeed my enthualt;otio, sUpi>ort ond 
thr,t nnything thr1t you nv~y onre to <lo to c:l:lsiat Mr. 
Shepi,rd will be most weloon1.e. 

Very sincerely yours, 

JAME.S S. C()NJ\N1 



HARVARD UNIVERSI'T'Y 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. John w. Lowes, 
Un1vers1 ty. I;Iall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear ?Ar. Lowes: 

January 25, 1937. 

You will be glad to know that Mr. Conar..t 

r.as given approval for the raising of an endowment ot 

at least two million dollars for adve.nced teaching 

and r~search in the conservation of natural resources. 

It is planned to keep this fund, if raised, in a liquid 

form for use by various departments of the University, 

includ~ng the Harvard Forest. As I expect to begin 

work on this fund in the near future, I should be 

grateful if you would send me the figures on inheri­

tance ts.xes that you said had been prepared by a New 

York lawyer. 

Sincerely you:rs, 

( ·-· 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY ,, 
\, ,· Y. \,. ,!,-c-;) •, •. ch•. ,,',.(_j 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 

President J. B-. Conant 
University 5 

Dear President Conant, 

CAi\13RIDGE1 MASSACHUSETTS 

February 9, 1937 

As you requested, I have looked over the prospectus 
for tiie set-up in conservation which Mr. Shepard brought me 
and have discussed it with him. 

The type of organization proposed for handling the 
forestry problem here at liarvard by tying it in with a general 
program in conservation and combining it with, and using the 
resources of tne biological division, tne social science 
departments, and the new School of Public Administration, is ex­
actly in line with~ thinking on the subject. I believe thia 
type of arrangement is necessary to avoid a repetition of the 
experiences in this and other institutions in making grants 
to one department of the university for dealing with subjects 
requiring the collaboration of several. 

T'nere will, of course, be some details of the working 
out of the actual program, particularly as it affects rela­
tions with the social science groups, upon which I have some 
ideas which I will want to throw into the mill when the time 
comes. 

Yours very truly, 

.,,, . .,.,. ohn D. Black 
( I --..., 



OF,.ICE or THC 

SECRETAAY·MAHAOER 
SEATTLE 

WASHINGTON 

February 10, 1937 

Dr. James B. Conant, 
President, 
Harvard University, 
Cambricge, Massachusetts. 

My dear Dr. Conant: 

I appreciate your letter of January 23. 

I have had several conversations with 
Ward Shepard regarding the development of the type 
of instruction in forostry which he has in mind at 
Harvard; and am thoroughly in accord with his view­
point as to the need for special training in forest 
economics or forest finance under American conditions. 

I am sorry, however, that I can not under• 
take to assist Mr. Shepard in raising an endowment 
fund. I have a very heavy job here; and many calls 
for professional and civic activities. I am compelled 
to call a halt on assuming any more, Very~q 



E.G. Stillman, M.D. 
45 East 75th Street 

New York 

Mr. Henry L. Shattuck 
24 Milk Street 
Boston, Ma~sachusetts 

My dear Mr. Shattuck: 

N • y. 

March 25, 19;7 

//
..---I~y arr~s wit~hep!fl"d-,l..._.'f 
~ / '"' ·r-~\ hit·or a P';';; od ( three ,r• +t:l•-~•___:~ed . 

en ment fund f°\ the Harv~d FfF ....... ""ffie payme 

one ,~-~been\~, anal} hope to be abl to con­

tinue payments at the rate of $15,000. per year for not more 

than two years more. If possible, I propose to make these 

payments a year in advance, on or about May 1st each year. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) E.G. Stillman 

./ 



( 

President J2.mes B. Conant, 
Universit:,r Fall, 
C2.,:1bridr;e, i-.:o.ss. 

Dee.r r:r. Con.,,_nt: 

I tal~e plec:.sure in enclosing a deed of gift 

from ;:r • ._Tohn '.'!. Blodgett, Jr. for a scholo.rship of 0500 

a yeo.r for five years in the field of forestry. You will 

note that the scholarship is not restricted to the Harvard 

Forest for the ree,son th:1,t I.:r. Blodgett and I vrish to rnalrn 

it o.vail:::,ble eit11er to the Forest or to the Department of 

Econonics 01" to other dep2.rtr:1ents, depending upon the 

quD,lificntions of tlIB applicant from year to year. 

I shall be cruteful if you will have a suitable 

aclmor1led51:1ent sent to r:r. Blod:::;ctt, whose address is the 

Peoples National Bartle Buil1ing, ·J-rund Re;;)ids, Eichi1:_;an. ;.:r. 

Blod5ett vras c::~ r:1ember of the clo.as of 1923. 

Sincerely yom"s, 

/4L;tJ~~-
-,_~-~~~t or 

,-



HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATOR OF 

BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HAH.VARD UNIVERSITY 

Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, l,f<U1, 

Atkins Institution of the Arnold Arboretum, 
Soledad, Cie11/1ugo1, C11ba 

Botanical Garden, Cambridge, lrf<U1, 

Botanical Museum, Cumbridge, lrf<U1. 

President James B. Conant, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Dear President Conant1 

Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, J..f<Ut, 

Farlow Herbarium and Library, Cambridge, Ma11. 

Gray Herbarium, Cambridge, M<U,. 

Harvard Forest, Peter,ham, lrf<U1, 

Arnold Arboretum, 
March 26, 1957. 

MAR 2 9 ·1~1li 

In connection with the continua.nee of the services of Ward Shepard 
as Director of the Harvard Forest for another year, will you please write to 
President Roosevelt requesting leave of absence for Mr. Shepard from the 
Department of the Interior for another year? 

As President RooRevelt and Secretary Ickes are both interested in 
the general field of conservation, I think that it would be wise if you stressed 
the fact that in addition to Mr. Shepard's services with the Harvard Forest 
that he is also concerned with the development of an advanced program of 
research and training in the entire field of the conservation of natural re­
sources in connection with the Littauer bequest; and that he is a member of the 
Faculty of the new School of Public Administration, and is actively assisting 
in the organization of that unit. 

This suggestion is made for the reason that this phase of the work 
will certainly appeal to both individuals, and would serve to help in overcoming 
any purely technical objections to such an extended leave of absence on the part 
of Mr. Shepard. 

Very truly yours, 

EDM:CG 



TREASURER'S OFFICE, HARVARD COLLEGE 

No. 24 Milk Street 

Mr. J. W. Lowes 
Financial Vice-President 
University Hall 
Cambridge 

Dear Mr. Lowes: 

Hoston. 

·, 

March 27, 19~7 

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter received 

this morning from Dr. Ernest G. Stillman expressing his 

hope to be able to continue payments at the rate ot 

$15,000 a year for not more than two years more for the 

use ot the Harvard Forest. I believe that we are justi-

fied in relying on this for another year from May 1st, 

when I believe the present arrangement with Mr. Shepard 

expires. If payment is made for the second year as ex-

pected, I believe that we can then go forward on the as­

sumption that payment for the third year will be made. 

If Dr. Stillman's letter seems to you sufficient, the 

question of appointing Mr. Shepard for another year 

should be placed on the docket for the next meeting ot 

the Corporation. 

Enclosure 



, 

Mr. Henry L. Bhattuck 
24 Milk otreet 
Boston; Massaohu&etta 

Dear ar. ~hattucka 

.March 29• 1937 

I have your letter of ~arch 27 en. 

closing a copy of Lr. Stillman's letter to 

, · you of .:iio.rch 25 o.lld shcill see that .ialr. bhepar~•• 

appoi11tC11ent ia not left orr the docket or the 

next meeting. 

Yours very trul.J, 

J, W. LOWES 

/ 



The Honorcble FrKnklin D. Roosevelt 
vr.11 te House 
WLshington, n. c. 

My deur Mr. President: 

Mere~ 29, 1937 

Sonewhnt !!lore the.n n yet~r r;.go, I wrote you 
concerning L ler:.ve of absence for Mr. Ward Shepe.rd 
f'ror.. the Indian Serv.ice to cneble hiu to becoille Act­
ing Director of tlrn Hurvard Forest for some months. 
You were good enough to e.rrr~nee for a lee.ve of ab­
sence which termim;tes this spring. 

I c,ci tnking the liberty of writing to ~sk 
you if it would be poasible to continue this lmi.ve 
for tmother ye;;.r. If so, we would look forwnrd to 
reaµuointing Mr. Shepnrd Acting Director for another 
yN,r nnd e menber of tho ta cul ty of the new School of 
Public AdrrJ.nistrr.tion. 

I fin venturing to m~ko this re,~est bec&use 
I know of the interest of the Deonrtment of the In­
terior in the ganerr..l f'ield of conservction f;nd Ur. 
Sheourd' a --·rork here ns J~cting Director of the Hervnrd 
Forest ls, I believe, n VLlUHblo contribution to this 
_r,roblem. He is endei.voring to formulute l.l progrmn by 
w~1ich the Hr.rvcrd Forest, together with the Depc.rtrnent 
of Econor.tlcs end other brv.!lches of the University, will 
focus their attention on bro~.d probler.1s of conservf1tion. 
In this pro€;rt~m, ho is turther uttcrr.pting to stimulnte 
intore~,t in certt1in 1.1unrters with the hopo thr.t \~e may 
be r.ble to fin1'nc13 it on n ncrrar~nent bHsis in the nef.r 
l''uture. Mr. Shepr:..rd is blso !! r:1ember of the fE~culty 
of t"mlve which iu crrcnGing the progrhr:J. of the new 
School of Public Ml-rninistrction. His counsel hus been 
most vnlui:ble in this worl(. For nll theBe reasons, we 
trust th:1t l t nE~y be po:-rniblo for you nnd the Seoretury 
of the Interior to extend his lehve of ebsenoe tor.Hn• 
ot~er yeur. 

Very ainoeroly yours, 

fi\~11 H ·,j)NAi'H 



I},,.~ Q 1 ~r \:i•' L · ... ,1 .. .ll) 

.L£6l 6 Hd\1 

11y dear Dr. Conant: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

f.)f' il c', 19'.37 

I have your letter of March 29, asking that if possible the 

leave of absence for Mr. Ward Shepard, of the Indian Service, be 

extended for another year so that he may canplete the work which 

he has started as Acting Director of the Harvard Forest and as a 

member of the faculty arranging the program of the new School ot 

Public Administration. 

I am sure that Secretary Ickes will approve a request tor v,.... 
✓ iJ 

additional leave tor Mr. Shepard, and I suggest that you have him 

sutmit his request to the Indian Office, in writing, tor such ad­

ditional time as may be necessary to complete the work on which 

he is now engaged. 

Very sincerely, 

Dr. James B. Conant, 
President, Harvard University, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MA5SACIIVUTT5 APR 7 1937 

P.pr11 6, 1937. 

President Ja~es B. Conant, 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, !~ass. 

Dear !~r. Conant: 

Dr. t:errill and I had a 

very sr,,t isfo.cto ry and promising ta.llc 

with I,:r. C<1.bot, who is coming to 

PetershD.lll today to discuss the project 

further. I shall report the results 

to you promptly. 

Sincerely yours, 

I 



May 1, 1937 

Mr. ~ard Shepard 
The Director of the Hurvsrd Forest 
Petersham, ~assachusetts 

Dear ~r. Shepard& 

The following is a list or the 
membirs of the Governing Bohrds who are 
plci.nning to come to Petersham next i:)Unday. 

Mr. Conant 
~r. Charles A. Coolidge 
.Mr. tiarnuel Cabot 
~r. Albert F. Bigelow 
Lr. ~aniel F. Jones 
Professor Bliss Perry 
Dr. Channing Frothingham 
&r. ~everett baltonstull 
~r. ob.llluel H. "olcott 

I ci.o not expect any :nore ncceptances. 
~r. rliGelow was one of those fro~ •hom I had 
not he&rd ~hen I last ~rote you. His bCCepting, 
however, does n0t caange the numoer since 
~r. iinsor fauna it woulu be impossible for him' 
to go. hll of these gentlemen &re planning to 
drive up the first thlng bunciay :norning in about 
four cars. 

Mr. Bigelow and .air. Cabot are pl.:inning 
to drive up the day before and tbey have just 
written me thut they woulo ver·t much like to have 
uCCo!ll.lllodutions at the 11est Ro.:..td Inn for Saturday 
night. ~ould you be willing to arrange this? 

tiincerely yours, 

btephen H. Stackpole 
becretary to the President 

/ 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS :• 

Mr. Stephen H. Stackpole, 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Stackpole: 

May 4, 1937• 

I am delighted to learn from your letter of 

May l that there will be a representative group from the 

governing boards Sunday. I am counting on your Joining 

the party. I have heard from Dr. George T. Moore that 
)~ 

he is getting to Springfield at 11:15 A.M. (E.s.T.). I 
I\ 

have also invited Dr. Merrill. 

I am arranging accommodations for Mr. Bigelow 

and Mr. Cabot at the west Road Inn for Saturday night.. 

Please be kind enough to let me lmow of any further 

changes in the personnel of the party. 

I am most grateful to you for your kindness 

in working out the plans so efficiently and promptly. 

Sincerely yours, 

•, - A. A 0 _________ _ 
. ~~-
~- ctor 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

President James B. Conant, 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Conant : 

May 4, 1937 • MAY 5 · 1937 

I am attaching to this letter a copy of 
Dr. Gast's recent publication on soil nutrients and 
radiation as affecting pine seedlings. Dr. Gast has 
carried his technical methods to a high state or pre­
cision. One might describe his work as determining 
the physical conditions under vthich chlorophyll can 
best function. I am sure you will be interested in 
the results thus far obtained. 

I am holding a meeting of members or the 
Biological Laboratory and Arnold Arboretum on Saturday 
to discuss the preliminary draft of the program under 
the proposed gift by Mr. Cabot. Shortly thereafter 
the program will be ready to submit to you and, with 
such suggestions as you may make, to Mr. Cabot. 

I look forward with pleasure to seeing you 
and the members of the governing boards at Petersham 
Sunday. 

I 



,t .. 
I ELEr-rlONE 

PETERSHAM 73 

WARD SHEPARD 
PETERSHAM, MASS. 

I 



liq 14, 1937 

Uy doar l!r. Shepardt 

Mr. Conant has asked me to 

thank you for your note ot May 11 

and the att~ohed memornndum. Ur. 

Conant did not hear from Ur. 

Blodgett ncain and ooneequentl)­

had no~ appointment with him to­

day in new York. 

Very truly yours, 

Secretary 

?.\r. \'fa.rd Shepard 
Petorehn.m, Mnsa. 

/ 



C v PY 

Honorable Gifford Pinchbt 
1615 Rhode Isls.nd Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Governor P1nchot: 

WHshington, D.C. 
June 1, 1937 

I don I t know what your feelings ere towa.rd He.rvard 
College, but I do know your vecy a trong and 1.ntense feeling 
about conserve.tion; and because I was for twelve yea.rs an 
uverseer of He.rve.rd, I ha.ve kept up my interest 1n what the 
College is doing, especis.lly under its new President. He 
ls sincerely interested in going further 1n conservation 
e.nd forestry than ha.s been done hflretofore, but he says it 
will tRlre A.n endowr..ent of probably a. million dolJ.Fl.rs to 
establish the scher:1e on a. f1rn: basis. 

I he.ve te.lked a 1 ittle bit about this to Mr. William 
R. Castle, wy former neig~bor on 5 Street, end with Pro­
fessor Ward Shepard. 

Of course I know that Ynle University hRs done An 
excellent work alonb this line, end you may think it 1s a 
misteke for another New Engl,md college to undertake it; 
but I am 11riting to A.Sk whether you think well of the idea, 
and whether in spite of your YRle affiliations you would 
care to contribute in e..ny WRY toward it? 

Very sincerely yours, 

( Sgd) F'ttEDERIC A. DELANO 

,· 



Gifford Pinchot 
kllford Pike Co., Pa. 

June 4, 193?. 

C O P Y 

Mr. l<'rederic A. Delano 
2400 Sixteenth St., N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear !lr. Delano: 

hlany thanks for your courteous and welcome 
letter of June 1. 

I am delighted to hear from you, a.s I had already 
heard fron Mr. Castle, that President Conant 1s in­
terested in conservation. 

As to just what his idea ls, I am not informed, 
but in .any case I rur. sorry to have to tell you that 
it will not be possible for me to contribute. Any­
t!1ing I can give _to any college in that direction 
will na.tuPe.lly go to Yale. 

If, 'however, I can be of P...ny use in the matter 
-?f giving advice, I would be delighted to be called 
upon. 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Gifford Pinchot 

/ 
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··r. La1!tl -Poll, 
135 ::o. J a .;DJ.lo Clt • • 
Cllica~;o, 111. 

Doar ! ·r. ~3oll a 

r.rtor my return here, ~eorr:c ,rcwott and his 
w1fo viol te(l uo 1n rctorollar.:, o.nd I ll.D.L.l a lcnsthy d1acus­
s1on vrith Jowett conooY"1:11rl('; the poaa1bil1ty of tho 
1':cyerhactWOl"' group oont1~1uut lr,.c oubotc.nt 1D.lly to tho 
!arvE:.rd conocl:"Vut ion onc1o\'ir::cnt. Jm,ott was very favorably 
dtonoaod to lmv1n':\ a further d1ocu:Jo1on between '·r. Conant 
nnd · r1ur:boro or tho ·.:oyuI'li.:wu.sor croup, anJ I recall you ' 
thou 0;ht t~11!l t~ttld be a.n excellent t h1nr; to do in a.dva.nco 
of tl10 r:ect 1n1.~ of your :.xecut1vo Com.r:1lttoc. :'.r. conv.nt 
will lx) 1n !'o:rtlm1d nll dny ~.;un:lay, ru::ust 29. On "onday, 
t u·-unt 30, '•1not DlW1.a :to to :-:,otor hir:1 to ::;cuttlo. I hnvo 
wri tton to ~)ti.via, ankiw 1r ho would not try to arrange a. 
I!loct1n:,: botwcun ::ossrs. ~rowett, .J. P .. '.'.'oyorhv.ouaor. c. L. 
n111 lnr;s, hlrwelf o.nd ;·r. Conant ott .. har in Porl.lancl or 1n 
0oattlc • ' r. Goru:·.r: t will bo r-.ltd to meet ?Tith t hooe 
gent le~:.cm, l f t hoy ao doo1 l"e, "and ! hopo very r:ruch that 
it can be m'~angoch ncvlr1.~ Just r-cturnod from a. va.cnt1on 
in nortbc:rn ,·a1no. r havo bom somm·nv:it doln.yad in gott1ng 
:·r. Conant' o HClilXlulo. Othorr1iao I r:11,Jt h~w0 inponod on 
your k1n:lnons to nrro.11.Go tl'X3 □ooti ne. but at thin lato dnte 
vi 1th :.:1not .)av1s on tho c:round, I thoU.:,ht it ~13ht save 
oonf1.rn1on to roquoot him to undertalw the arrn.ngoraonts. 

:.~r. Gon::i.nt will bo in Ch1oae;o on ~ii\turosy, 
.Joptor:bo1" 18. Y.ou v1oro ldr:,1 e nou:;h to exproao a w1oh to 
talk with hir.i on h1o return onot, und I hope vory much if 
you are 1n Chicc,go on that. clnto you will bo kind onouf)l to 
1nv1to him to ooo you. In thn.t ovont, v,111 you kindly 
trr1 to or v11t'O h1m at tho !!otol Glnrur::ont in Berkeley, (",t:.lif. 
whoro ho will bo otayirJG w1t 11 nbout :-.uguot 25. I am auro 
r~r. Counnt i,111 bo dol1e;htod to h:1ve an opportunity to talk 
w1th you. 

I greatly onjoyod my talk v1ith you 1n Chicago 
o.nd loolt f orwm'(l w1 th pl~aou~ to oooing you ar:;a1n. 

~Uncoroly yourG 1 ' . 
c/ ,'- d . \ /. ' 

T)1 Y'OCto:r · 
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"l"• :·1not ')r1.v·.i o, 
oym•linow1(1Y' •'L,hm:~ ":<h, 

Tn.co;,P. 1 r:r,h'i. · .. :ton,. 

'cav• ''lnot.: 

:anco :r had the pleo.,rnre of aoolnc you 1n 
J'ncor:-a, I havo taU:o:l W1 th I,aird \1ell and ',eorr10 .-;owott 
conoffr'l11nr,: t.ho pror~m'f. of advnr: co:l v:or-lc in conacMrc:ition 
at ro.rvaro. ~'r• ~Joli thought 1t would bo an oxcollcnt 
?lan if nm·:bcro of tho .cycrhacu::icr ::;roup could r1cet v11th 
'''f"• Conant dut'trl!7, h1a wuotor-n tr1p and dlocuo~1 the plnn 
fur-tlrnr. ;rowctt alno 1.n hoar-t1ly in rnvor of this plan. 
noth ho arrl "r• Holl had in slnd tli..'1.t in o.ddition to :~r • 
. Tel'lett, and, yourself ··r. Phil ·.ey01~l1<.'l.ousor a.nu '"r• B1111nga 
r.iL~ht bo will in~; to ta.ko purt in tho ::11acusa1on. The 
spcc1 fie quuntion ! pro;,onod for d1ncuon1on 10 \'tlwthcr 
the · eyorlmounor 'jroup, oornorotcly or 1nd1 vicltw.lly, m1(jht 
00nn1 dor na>:inr~ n Embstruitivl a:mt1•i butlon to tho cndovmiont 
for o: nae!"Vntlc>n wol"t:. : :r. Boll thou~;ht ouch u. c1locuosion 
would be c!mcc1nl ly l".ppropriato 1n vicVI of tho forthcon1ng 
meet1n::: of tho :.xocutive Conr1ltt,oo oft he :·:cyc:r•h.notmer 
1'1Mbcr Conpany 1n Soptor:!bor. 

✓ 

I hnvo Y1r1 tton to Prcoiclont corn:mt or ny con­
voraat1on:J wH,h :·r. l·'rodor1cl~ '.:tworhaouoor and other monbors 
of the c-roup. :•1•. r-onMt v1ould./ I ar1 snro, be r;lad to .. 
o.cce;>t an invH,atlon to r:oct vii th nny ot• o.11 of tho 5cntlo- , o,. .. -fJ 
men above rll' .. !:ic-d o1ther 1n Portle.nd. on ~3unday, !tt:-;unt 29, or \N\ ..)-'l-V--".1 

::onday, 'tt:unt 30. 1'lw fol"mor dato \/ould ho profo1•abla, na · 
he hna o.ll that day froo 1n Pol"tlo.nd. You nro, of course, 
ramlliar vt1 th his oohooulo. 

J. am wrl ting nowt o nal: 1r you would bo Hilling 
to unJor-ta:ro to a 1•ra.n0 o nuoh a noot1ng., nnd \'Jlll bo greatly 
obl l 0 ocl lf you wl 11 he }:tn;l enour;h t,o tclc1:rro.r)h r;10 l10rv. 
rioo~UoaEl to ony, I s hnll ho :::oat r~1-atoful if you can ~o to 
tho troublo of doinG th1a •. 

/, ftcr loav1ng ~1ont,tl 0 11 I opont a r.ioot into1•ont1nr, 
wock 1n (~nl1 f.orn:tl'., rotu't"f1ed to Poto1•aim\ for a t:1.mo, an:1 
now lmvo Jtmt ro rno bnolt from a vo.oat1on in !'.n1no. I romonbor 
w1t,li plonmrro r:iy t;1oot ploaonnt r.:iootlnr, wt th you and nm g1~nto­
rul for- your r-:nny 1t1nclncisooa. I hopo vory r.mch if you oomo 
to thono pt1.rto you will lot r10 know. aa 1t would bo a g1•oa.t 
plonnm•o to oeo you ~-so.in. 

GinoorolY: youro, 
' ( 

( I \ ( ; '' 

Dlroctor' 
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THOMAS L. MARSHALL 
WALTER T. FISHER 
WILLIAM C. BOYDEN. JR. 
F. C. E.LUNOGREN 
GLEN A. LLOYD 
DAVID A.WATTS 
CARLETON BLUNT 

WILLIAM W. CASE. 
RETIRtD 

WILBER 0. KATZ 

BELL,BOYD & MARSHALL 

135 SOUTH LA SALLE: STRE:E:T 

CHICAGO 

EARL K. SCHIEK 
HORACE A. YOUNG 
WILLIAM N HADDAD 
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NORMAN CRAWFORD 
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WILLIAM H. SCHOFIELD August 25, 1937 

Ur. James B. Conant 
Hotel Claremont 
Berkeley, California 

Dec:r Mr. Conant: 

Mr. V/2rd Shepard writes me that you will be in 

Chic2go on September 18. I c1Il leaving tomorrow for my 

vacation, but will probably be back by then. I shall be 

gl.<:d to talk v:ith you E~bout the Harvard Forest matter. I 

will keep in touch with Clarence Rand~ll as to your program. 

I suspect that Mr. F. E. Weyerhaeuser referred 

Mr. Shepard to me with his tongue in his cheek. To make 

a substantial impression on the Weyerhaeuser interests, it 

would be necessary to "sell" one or more members of the 

Weyerhaeuser femily. You will, I hope, see Mr. J.P. 

Weyerhaeuser, Jr. in Tacoma, who is the principal executive 

official of the VJeyerhaeuser Timber Company, nnd I hope 

you will hE:Ve a chance for a talk with him. He is very 

(uiet and reserved, and it never has been a major part of 

his business activities to give away money. But he has a 

genuine interest in promoting the lumber industry in its 

long time aspects, and that includes forestry. He is making 

nll the moves thnt so for soem pr-9.ctical from the business 



ti:r. James B. Conant 
August 25, 1937 -2-

point of view. Th~se sre directed mostly to selective 

logging, steps tows.rd oper2tion on a susta.ined yield basis, 

and cutting practices which lead to reforestr.tion. I 

suppose the gap between these interests and en interest in 

the pure science of forestry can be bridged, but it is a gap. 

The Weyerhaeusers are all faithful sons of 

Yale. I suggest the possibility· of referring to the general 

principles you set forth in your Indianapolis speech about 

the importrnce of assistance to all privately endowed in--
3titutions, with particular emphasis on the freedom from 

governmental control. 

I wish affairs had broken so thG.t I could be 

on the Coast at the time of your visit. I spend a good deal 

of time there, but always at the v1rong time. 

LB 
RD 

Verytrul~~ 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

President James B. Conant 
University Hall 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Conant: 

September 10, 1937 

SEP 111937 

I have just received and transmitted to Mr. Shattuck 
a check for $2,500, the first installment of a six thousand 
dollar grant by the Charles Lathrop Pack Forestry Founda- / 
tion for a two-year Advanced fellowship in land use planning~ 
the work to be done jointly ~the Harvard Forest and the 
Graduate School of Public Administration. I run hopeful 
this grant is the first step to\,ard a contribution to the 
conservation endowment fund, and, for that reason, I should 
be grateful 1f you will send a word of acknowledgment on 
your return to Mr. Arthur Pack, President of the Charles 
Lathrop Pack Forestry Foundation, 1214 Sixteenth Street, N.W., 
Washington, D. c. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 

/ 
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Joinl S8\in&1 Society, Shanghai, Chlna 

Assoc1ATED HARVARD CLuss 

Mr. James B. Conant 
c/o nr. w. B. Munro 
2GB Bellefontaine street 
Fasadena, California 

Dear Jim.a 

August 251 1937 

Since writing you this morning I happen 
to have had lunch with I.e.ird Bell. You will 
recall tb.a.t 110 is one of our prominent alumni, 
and one of this year•s unsuccessful co.ndidatea 
for overseer. Profesionally he is a le.wyer 1 
but he ia a man oi' wide interests and ia a DlreO• 
tor in the Weyerbauso1• enterprise•• 

Ile ha.5 boen asked bsr ?r.r. Frederick Wqer­
hauser, I believe, to talk with you aa you come 
through oonceming the forestry lllQtter. 

I could readily line up thnt engagement 
for you if the arrangements are not already made. 

Incidentally, I have nsl:ed IA11rd Bell 
to head a Co!m~itteo to consider that part·ot 
your Indianapolis nddrcss which dealt with the 
obligation of tho individual alumnus toward 
privately endowed higher education 1n his own 
oomr.aunity. He ie :happy to do this because of 
his long and close contact with the University 
of Chicago, a □ well as with Harvard, and it 1a 
our plan to i'ormulato a "credo11 which we shall 
submit to all of the conctituont Clubs 1n this 
oonneot1on. 

I have not yet receiv~d the text of thoee 
remarks of yours, but no aoon no they oome 1n 
this will be done. 

Very truly yours, 

CBR1V/B Clai•ence 

Forty-first Annual Meeting at Chicago, May 20, 21 and 22, 1938 

/ 



,'.t..4 • Lail"d Boll, 
Boll , Boyd .~d l.!a\"she.11, 
135 D• La Uallo otreot, 
Chi~->, Ill:tno1ae 

Dear Mr. Bell, 

l·'asad,011a, Calitoi·rda, 
soptemoer 2nd, 1937• 

l'hank you GO m.toh tt>r your lotta1• \'lhioh I 
roooivod Juet a:ti.o-..~ I returuud trol4 my l.1'ip to thiil Nortbweat. 
It turaod Oi!'!.. tll.:..t r oouL.l o.aly euu r.u·• ,.'1J.:ter.1aeuser J:or a · 
f41w ruinutoe at 1.1 rather hun•iecl luuoheon vurty tor a large 
group given by u.r. li-:iv:111• Ur, ':~yar!,aeuau:r toolc llP wi '!.h ma 
tho aubJoot ot ~· • .Jhe,i)al"d und ""' J11ot talkod a tew moJi1Bnte 
on his ~l1!'1oa tio.nu tor 1oho Jo IJ, r J111(Ce \.ha't :~•• ·.;u;terhaeueer 
1 s a long way trota being oanvortod ae to Ur. ~•p.-ird. • e plan 
and perMps evon is in dl)ul>i e0~3\fi1.:i.t ae to :.tr. Sbepo.rd1a 
kno·,,:t.GdJo or thu .£..uabur aitua'1oion• ~-. UaVis tel't that the 
tiiua n.:.o ·IT'✓ no i.n.:.-1.!lll 4•J.pu tv ..aoo1.wu uuy <jUGot.io.n of a giti 
ao that I 1awie 110 retorer.oe to our need.a• 

l G11cr.ilo. vocy much lik8 to ap.,nd tUl hour with you 
it I could, tnlkir~ nbout our wholu i'ort.url. 1•ro1wro.'h .,s a. result 
ot II\}'. tulldng to ..rr. Davis und your letters I teol ·I.hut I ought 
to co ovor ~e e.i. ttmtiou, :U' pousiblo, vii th you in ~roo.t de1.ail• 

l uJ-.ali. arriv~ in Ghioogo on f.::4tu:r~.Y mv:i:'tling 1 the 
18th, u.1. ~ ,20 in the monli~, und ruu leaving a.t;ain on bunday 
morning. I l"JNuld bo f\Va1la.blo for 0011.feronoa l;.l'\Y time between 
th<il:lo hourB• I have written Gluror1.0e .Hu.ndal.l about my V1B1t, 
but i..sida f.1-ot.1 his knowinr, it o.nd ono 01· two othere I am not 
going to get into toudl with the Harvard group for o. number ot 
rou.sona. It you ore to be in Chicngo ht that. u,.ia unc.l i'ind. it 
po,:,ail>lo to aoo lnQ, woulJ. you lot mu knuwlf 

Ver1 sincerely youre, 

Jrunoa B• oonante 
JBO/R 

i:.s. X ntAY be reached ~t ~Mta narb!U'a• o/o Churloe lJle Perkins, 
2327 Santa Barbara street, Btmta Btu:•bara., OUlU'. tmtU 61:Jptomuer 11 thJ 
at Denver, Drown Palaoe Uotol • soptoinbi,r l3••l4J il-nd nt. the nlnokotone 
Hotel when I arrive in Ohioaao• 

I 



Mr. Laird Boll 
134 South LaSalle Street 
Chiongo, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

September 28, 1937 

First of idl, let me the.nk · yell ugr:in for 
interrupting your week end encl giving me the oppor­
tunity of ch1:ttlng 'Yi th you in ChicE1go. It renlly 
meant a gre&t decl to me to have my feet on bodrook 
for once in ret:nrd to th! s ]'ore st proposition, &nd 
your remnrks clurifled the nir greatly. 

Upon returning to Cnmbridge, I hnd n tulk 
with !Ar. Shqpard end without discour,~ging him too 
nuch told llin of the rnther unr.H1tlsf 11ctory ste.te ot 
the situation ns I hod found it, exnlaining frunkly 
that he hhd n great deol noro to do before he was 
within gunshot of a nossible donc.tion from the Weyer­
haeuser gr6un. Mr. ~heuard contributed one niece of 
informfition irhioh I think I should p,rns on to you, 
nm~ely, thnt Mr. C. E. m.llings seems to have a real 
interest in Mr. Shepard'~ project. This is testi­
fied to not only by his words, but by the fHot that 
Billinf;s took n trio to the Forest nt some trouble 
&nd exprASSOd interest in the work end new :projects 
which Shepnrcl is fostering. I sup~ose thnt Billings• 
enthusiusn is bnsed on the faot th~t he wus, like 
Shepi.rd, trained r.s fl forester. 

Mr. Shepnrd raises the q_uestion of whether 
or not it would be edvisfible for hir.1 to co out West 
to see Ur. Weyerhv.eusor. He feelu thf.t suoh a oal.l 
would not be out of plo oe, sinoe Mr. \foyerhaeus~r first 
suggested to Mr. Shepurd that he c~nvuos the posslbil­
i ty of interest with you, Mr. Philip \'leyerhnouser and 
Mr. Billings. How do you feel Hbout this suggestion? 
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I hcte to trouble you further on this matter, 
but u.S I explained to you in ChicE:go, this is somewhat 
different from the usur,l situLtion which we encounter 
in rhising funds. We ht:ve here definitely e. project 
which, if sor.1eone is interested in endowing, we should 
be glu.d to undertr,ke, E;.11d I believe it would ntrengthen 
the whole educe.tionnl c.tnd resetsch work of the Univer­
sity. On the other hund, if no one is interented in 
supplyin<s the funds, it is not necessr.:.ry for the Uni­
versity to raove into this v.ren. However, in connection 
vri th whi-:.t we ure trying to do with the School of Public 
J.dministrhtion we npper:.r to hnve u r::ther .unique oppor­
tunity for work on conservation rind the broad e.speots 
of forest problem~. 

. With all good wishes and very deep appreciation 
of your kindness. 

Sincerely yours. 

JAMES B. CONANT 



Mr. Arthur n. Paok 
Churles Lt~throp P&ok Forestry 

FoundF. tion 
1214 16th Street, N.W. 
Wnshington, D. o. 
My dear Mr. Pack, 

October 11, lr3? 

I wiuh to thank you most sincerely both per­
oonnlly nnd on beht:11" of the GovP-rning Boards ot 
Ht-1rvard University for the extremely generous two­
yev.r Gr!!nt of fo,000 by the Chr:r\es Lathrop Pflck 
Forest Educiition Bourd to provide an c.dvanced 
fellowship in lend use plnnnin1~ tor the use of the 
Grndul~ te School of Publi o Ad:ninistrc.:tion in cooper­
r,tion with the Harvc~rd .Forest. i'/e ure !'lost grf~teful 
to you for your part in this irnportimt support or 
whr,t we nre trying to <lo here in our new program 
Gt the Forest. 

I understtind from Mr. Sheoa.rd thut n Fellow 
hns nlrettdy been ap?ointed, th6t he mecsurea up in 
nll respects to the (.J.'.HllificHtions of resident con­
sul ti.:nt in the Gre.dur. te School of Public J1dministra­
tion. 

With ull good wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

JAMES B. CONANT 

/ 



TELEPHONE 

PETERSHAM 73 

Dear Yr. Conant, 

I 

WARD SHEPARD 
PETERSHAM, MASS. 

27 October 1937 

U CT i!i 9 1937 

l{ay I take the liberty of offering a suggsstion 
about the proposed work in journalism at Harvard? I do so be• 
cause what I suggest is closely related to the School tf Public 
Administration. -

Journalism i(~t rather than a profession; and its pro• 
fessional possibil1ties lie in the field of interpreting public 
events and their significance. A real interpreter of public 
events needs as least as broad a training in public policy ae 
a public administrator needs. It seems to me that it would be 
possible and highly useful to build up in the new centre of the 
Social Sciences significant work for journalists on the interpre­
tation of public events, combined with coprse work in the social 
sciences and participation in one or more seminars of the School 
of Public Administration, I can, for example, imagine any num­
ber of correspondents who would benefit - and who would benefit 
the public - by working in fiscal policy, or price policy, or so­
cial security. 

;:~,1hoole of journalism ueually and mietakenly, I think, as• 
sume .that journalism is primarily a question of writing. That 
part of journaJ:l.em, however, is quite fully met by undergraduate 
training in English and by training on the job. The real task 
in evolving a genuine profession out of the present craft ot 
journalism is through advanced training in the social sciences. 
It is only by professional competence in these sciences that 
journalists can effectively discharge their social obligation ot 
expert mediariee between government and the public. Only thus 
also can journalists acquire the professional status and cohesion 
to combat the warping of news by vested interests that may and 
often do exploit the press for their own selfish purposes. In 
other words, a real profession of journalism might lay the found• 
ation tor a more genuinely tree journalism dominated by a cohesiTe 
profession with higher standards of social service and less sub• 
ject than at present to the ulterior motives ot newspaper-owner■• 
The press could then more nearly approach the ideal of being in 
fact "the fourth estate". 

Sincerely yours, 

President James B. Conant. 



Ootober 30, 1937 

Dear Ur Sheparda 

At the laat meeting ot the Corpora­

tion the Treasurer reported the reoe1pt ot 

$6000 trom an anonymous donor toward the 

current expenses or the Harvard roreet. 

s1noerel71our1, 

J· ~. JAetn~ 

Ward Shepard, Eaq. 

Harvard Forest 

Petersham, llassaohuaetta 

✓ 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
HARVARD FOREST 

PBTBRSHAM, MASIACHUIITTI 

/\ ~ ... ,,.,, 
J()1<',) f 

November 5, 1937. 

Dear Ur. Greene: 

Thank you for your letter of 

October 30 notifying me of the receipt 

of $5,000 from an anonymous donor 

toward the current expenses of the 

Harvard Forest. Although we have over­

drawn this fund thus far this fiscal 

year on account of extra work undertaken 

during the s-ummer and autumn, we shall 

be able to make up the overdraft from 

this and the next installment. 

Sine~ 

- Director 

r'r. Jerome D. Greene, 
University Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. 
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President Conant 
University Hall 
Cambridge,Massachusetts 

My dear ?resident Conant: 

E. G, STILLMAN, M, 0. 
4!5 EAST 76TH STREET 

NEW YORK 

N. Y. 

Novemb~r 27,1937 

NOV 2 9 1937 

I have heard of so much dissatisfaction among both 

undergraduate and graduate students in regard to the instruction 

of botany at Harvard, that I feel this situation should be 

called to your attention. 

Harvard University, equipped as it is with eight 

botanical orphans:- botanical gardens in Cuba, Boston, and 

Cambridge, three herbariums crammed full of dried specimens 

for comparative study, an old managed forest in Petersham, and 

a young one in Cornwall,New York, besides a unique museum, offers 

a galaxy of opportunities for the graduate student. But there 

is no advanced degree in Botany offered. Anyone interested in 

further study or plants, must take numerous courses in zoology 

and become proficient in Physiology 1n order to receive a degree 

in Biology. Even an Wldergraduate who might want to take his A.B. 

with honors is confronted with the same hurdles. 

This wedding of Botany and zoology, I believe was 

forced by the theoretical physiologist who inhabited the 

biological building during Dr.Lowell's regime. There are a 

number of reasons why I feel that this illogical union should 

be dissolved and a Department of Botany re-established, with the 

power to grant degrees in Botany: 
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NEW YORK 
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1. Harvard, because of its great botanical 

resou1•ces, should be a leader in the training of botanists. 

2. If recipients of degrees must stu1y outside 

their own field to establish a broad background, why so much 

physiology or zoology, which are only slightly related to 

botany? A botanist would obtain much more help from an equal 

knowledge or geology. He should know about the basic soils 

diets on which his patients flourish. Recently when a staff 

member or the Arnold Arboretum was studying the ecology of 

Black Rock Forest for me, he called for the expert advice ot 

a geologist, not of a zoologist or a physiologist. Besides 

geology, your advanced botanical student could with advantage 

take some courses in geography. 

3. In the past there bas been a great deal ot public 

interest in the various botanical collections or Harvard 

University. This has shown itself in numerous gifts. But I 

doubt if many donations have been made to the theorists of 

the biological building. In view or the relative public interest 

in these two groups, should not the one with the greatest popular 

appeal be supported? 

4. Although not conversant with the academic field, 

I venture a surmise, that well trained botanists are in much 

greater demand than are biologists or physiologists. By well 

,· 
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trained I do not mean a narrow specialist who only knows 

what he has learned in the laboratory about some small 

detail. I refer to a man who has had both field and 

laboratory training, Instruction should be so arranged 

as to supply men trained for the new positions. This idea 

was well illustrated in a recent survey of Forestry Schools 

in which Yale ranked 1st and Harvard about 15th when graded 

according to teaching staff and equipment. But when ranked 

by positions their graduates held, the Yale and Harvard Schools 

were even. 

Harvard has the physical equipment to be the leader 

in botanical education in this country. I hope that the 

administration of these assets will be such that young men 

will be encouraged to specialize in Botany, and that the 

present obstacles placed before prospective graduate students 

will be removed, For ease of administration, I think that a 

Department of Botany should be re-established. 

Yow• s sincerely, 



;)r. :: • ·J. Stillmo.n 
4G :-k\.:;t 75t.."1 Gtreot 
lJcr-, York, !rc-;1 Yorl: 

Dcn.r Dr. :3tillmans 

Deccabcr 2, 1937 

I wn~ 1ntcr-cstcd. in your letter o'f Movem­
bcr 27 a.11.d. r.n, of cour::~e, very c.n:xiou!'i to have o.11 
such proble:uc brought to r:r:r 1ttention. I crcatl7 
n.:J~recin.te the i:1tcrert of people li}~c you.r:1el:f' '11hO 
\11111 tru:e the trouble to st::->..tc a. noint of view so 
clearly. -

I run .. ,crJ r.1uoh in th.c clnrl: n.bout the qJ.es• 
tionn you O.!'k, but I a.r:1 tt'.king the r.a:-::.ttcrs un at 
once ·:Tith l1r. ::crrill ·.1110 i~ not only o. di~tlncuished 
bota..'11.st, r.r. you }:noc1, but i!l reo.lly t~e dean 1n 
cha.rec of 'botn...'1:f !rnrc n. t !!nr'Vf:..rd. He ·.':ill e-=::.,lore 
the p!"obler.19 whic.'1 you ro.1:;e w1 th n:;m:x:-.thy nnd in• 
tcrc~t nncl ·:'!ill :!".'e •:J~~-nt ~nn be ~:one to change the 
situ.n.tion if in the opinion of the bc~n.nigts here 
1 t s::ou1cl be c~ru1cec!. c.lons the linen -::!1.ich you 1n­
d1oa.tc. 

:.'/1th o.11 r:oocl "'.'i~!1cs r.ntl clccr, ~:pprcclo.tion 
of your :.:J...~1Y intcrcstn at ITnrva.rd., :end your tc.Jdng 
t21c trouble to ':,Ti -Cc in re ca.re. to thic ur.rticula.r 
~~~ -

Very sincerely yours; 

JAM:::S 8. CONANT 



Dr. E. D. Merrill 
i,rnold Arboretum 

J I 

Jur-wica Pluln, r.k .. ssachusetts 

DeAr Dr. Merrill: 

December 2., 1937 

. 
I don't know ~1~t the shooting is &11 about. 

but perhnpa you would look into this problem tmd let 

me know whnt your opinion iu nbout the wholo ht':t'nir. 

Perhaps you could m£,ke t;n appointt:10nt to 

hhve a talk with me sorae time if you think the mat­

ter ts one which is too oompl1c1-ted to set forth in 

writing. 

I hr.ve simply written Dr. S,:;illr'lnn thh,:; the 

mn tter Wf::.5 ull Greek ,:;o Ille c..ml thu t I wus u8klng you, 

f:s chief botnnist for Hnrvitrd University, f:S it ,vere, 

to inv_estignte the problem. 

Very sincerely yours. 

JAM~S B. CONANT 

,· 

/ 



notos on Ha.rvard Forest Endovnnent 

Tho present permanent ondowmont of 0381,000 needs to be o.ug .. 
nontod by .;,,soo,uoo to .;.,soo,ooo to place tho Forost on a permanent 
sound financial basis. Tho oxistinc financial shortage is being 
partly met by the ccnernl funds of the Vnivorsity, and partly by a 
special Gift fund of ..,;15,000 a yea.r for three yon.rs ending May 1, 
1939. It is under this f'unu that tho present Director is ei;1ployed, 
t;10 najor purpose of the cift boil\'; to raise endowment for the Harvard 
Forest and for the ccnoral conservation proe,ro.ra in the University o.a 
o. vrhole. 

The Harvard Forest is tho koy to the larger proeran. The 
Forost is to be r.iaintained and strongthenod as a research and train­
ing laboratory in silviculture, forest genetics, soils, and other 
biological aspects of forestry. Ir. collaboration with the Department 
of Economics it is expected also to develop a stron~ advanced centre of 
forest eoonomics - a subject lnrr;ely nec;lectod both by agricultural 
econonrl.oa and by tho existing schoola of forestry. 1'111on it is re-
flected that over one-fourth of our total land area is forestland and that 
about a fourth of our farm aroa is in woodland, it is apparent that 
the much nee;lected field of forest econonios is of groat public itlportanoo. 
Doth the Gover:nmont and tho great privato forest industries noed men 
with advanced traininr; in tho econo!•1ic and financio.l aspects of permanent 
forest mane.cement. This typo of work is already boinc developed ,.t tho 
Harvard Forest in connection with the Worcester County land use project. 

The Harvest Forest, in collaboration w1.th the Graduate School ot 
Public Adrrd.nistration, is developinr; the conservation of natural 
resources as one of the il:1portant fields of instruction in that Sohool. 
It is hoped also to work out co8perative projects with tho Graduate 
School of Dusiness Adrn.inistration •. 

Contingent on raising an adequate endowmont for the Harvard 
Forest, the University ;Lo promised n sum of money sufficient to build 
modern now buildincs at Potershwn, includill{; laboratories, library, 
a memorial museum to Richard Fisher. 

A role.ti vely small sut11 spent in endowing the Harvest Foreat 
will permit it to r;o forward as the oo8rdino.ting and catalyzing 
o.cen5'y for the larger interdepo.rtnonta.l procram on tho conservation ot 
natural resources. T~le present Director is on loo.vo of ~Bsenoe from 
the Governt1ent service for the purpose of ondeavorinr:; to raise the 
nooessary endowmont both for the Harvard Forest and the larcer pro­
~ram of conservation. 

Docombor 10, 1037 



President Conant 
Harvard University 
Cambridge,Massachusetts 

My dear President Conant: 

E. G, STILLMAN, M. D. 
46 EAST 78TH STREET 

NEW YORK 

N. Y. 

December 30, 193'7 

I believe that ~1e music at the services in Appleton 

Chapel is not to the liking of a large majority of the under­

graduate body. I believe that Dean Sperry fully realizes the 
•' situation, but is either unwilling or unable to cut the Gordian 

knot. Because of academic loyalty, he may not be willing to 

speak out his mind. 

I would suggest that you either write or speak to 

Dr.Henry Sloan· Coffin, President of Union Theological Seminary, 

80 Claremont Avenue,New York City, who is a university preacher. 

He realizes the situation, and being a loyal Yale graduate, might 

easily be able to sre ak frankly wi_thout transgressing academic 

loyalty. 

Yours sincerely, 

✓ 



President Conant 
Harvard University 
Cambridge,Massachusetts 

My dear President Conant: 

E. G, STILLMAN, M. D. 
4'5 EAST 7DTH STREET 

NEW YORK 

N. Y. 

December 30,1937 

JAN 3 1938 

Please do not think that I am going to become. a 

second Tom Slocum. Just at present, with two boys in college, 

and I hope a third on the way, I hear a great deal about the 

University,- good, bad, and indifferent. Occasionally matters 

are brought to my attention which, after my investigation, I 

feel should be transmitted to you. For this reason I am writing 

a separate letter. 

Although I have no opinions as regards the increasing 

volume of criticism that I am hearing about your administration, 

I am purely passing it on for your information. You are being 

criticized a great deal for putting so much emphasis on research, 

to the detriment of teaching,at Harvard University. 

I am merely mentioning this because I r ee 1 that a real 

friend who wants to be relpful will transmit criticism as well 

as praise. 

Yours sincerely, 

I 
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