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LIST OF PETERSHAM PARCEL NUMBERS AND OWNERS

For Map Updated to April 18, 1980

Town of Petersheam

Town of Petersham
Unitarian Society

Simes, Olive (est.)

Smith, Paul D., Trustee
Sherwood, Harold C. & M.E.
Skherwood, Harold C. & M.E.

Simes, Olive (est.)

- Sherwood, Harold C. & M.E.

Fiske, Margaret, (est.)

.

Environmental Sanitation &
Engineering Assoc. Inc.

Haines, D.F. & D.G.

Lamb, Herbert N. & T.M.
Clark, C. Kenneth

Olson, Earl H. & C.
Olson, Earl H. & C.
Perking, William W.
Sherwood, H.C & M.E.
Sherwood, H.C.& M.B.

New Englend National Bank
Kuniholm, David A. & O.R.
Raup, High M. & Lucy G.
Kuniholm, David A. & O.R.

Larson, G.G. & S.B.

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31l

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

45

46

Bull, George W. Jr. & D.S.
Town of Petersham

Anderson, Carl W. & C.C.

© Town of Petersham

Tower, Charles S. & C.D.
Cobb, Hazel E. & Dugan, M.
Duplessie, William A. & B.J.
Warrington, Richard & Nancy
Town of Petersham

Anderson, Edwin C.

Church, J.W. & M.L.

Town of Petersham

New Englend Tel. & Tel. Co.
Kenney, Agnes B.

Best Robert H. & C.A.
Germond, B.J. & D.M.
Lavoie,_Donald A,

Goudie, Kathleen J.
Petersham Historical Soc.
Potee, K.G. & J.K.

Flint, Susan W.

Orthodox Society

Fenn, Donald F. & E.C.

Fleming, E.L.



47

48

49

Burrell, Marie E.
Les Soeurs de L'Assomption

Town of Petersham



Public Laﬁds in Petersham circa 1980

Parcel # Owvner Description Acres
1 Town of Petersham South Common 0.9
2 i o . SW corners- of Common . i i
24 1" " Fiske portion Center Cemetary 0.3
26 u o Town Hall, Office, Center -Cemetary 3.0
31 " " : '~ Fire Station " 0.6
34 " " Police Station 0.2
49 " " Northwest Common 0.6
50 U I North Common 1.0
98 " " Center School 17.6
137 " " Coolidge Cemetary 0.7
150 " " Babbitt Sanctuary 55.0
171 o o Nichewaug Cemetary 0.7
245 u L Babbitt Sanctuary 0.2
269 H L Town Barn and Swamp 8.7
357 " " Ledgeville Cemetary 1.0
370 " " East Street Cemetary 9.1
390 " o Shaw Pit 42.2
425 b " Williams Cemetary 0.2
465 = X Town Forest 97.9
476 " " Town Forest 20.0
483 " " North Cemetary 0.8
600 i K Burrage Corner Cemetary 0.3
685 " é Town Dump 7.1
698 " " West Street Cemetary 5.0
721 = " Schaefer Lot 8.4 282.6
630 Comm. of MA D.E. Fed. Women's Clubs State Forest 112.8
63]. " " : " ‘H' - 1" 473.6 —_—
632 7 & " L " 0.1 '586.5
525 " " Petersham State Forest 23.2
534 T " n mn mn 286-6
584 " " (R} 1 n 185-4 477.2
429 " F&G Narrow Lane Wldf. Mgt. Area 211.3
433 " " Narrow Ln/Glasheen W1df. Mgt. Area 341.1 552.4 *
175 " M.D Parcels in Original Town “31.4
176 11 LA " 1] " 17.7
177 " . " 11} il " 19.1
178 " " " " 11 149‘3
181 1" " 1A m 1 l&.o
183 " " " LA " 94.7
186 " " n 1L 1" 40.1
220 i ' " " " 12.2
:29 1" r 1 e 1 0-4
22 (A} LA 1" m n 12.9
253 1 " iy " L 76.5
570 " n \’ " T " 5.1
57 n 1 : 1 L 13 1.5
574 i 1 \" b " 1" 0.6
577 " " " 1" " 1T 7
5;‘8 e (R} " it 11 ]-08.7
6(]8 1A " n " 1 3.]—
614 s " o " s 47.1 \
S ¢ Comm. of MA F&G Green Diamond Forestry Co. 257.9 :
; Total Fish & Game 810.3

I P
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#
Parcel ~ Ovmer Description . Acresg I
: !
615 Comm. of MA M.D.C. Parcels in Original Town 82.3
616 " i " 11} " 9' 7
627 1" " ’ 1" ik 1" 32.0
629 " L b 2 it (571 B P
645 n L& AP " 1] " 63.9
658 " T mn T LA 134 .l
672 1] n " " " 51_2
684 n n 11 1" " 125.9_
700 5 ; | L ¥ " 99.5
726 X § i " g 84.2
- ’ = i Parcel annexed to Town (approx) 19405.7 21548.3
Total for Commonwealth 23164.4
48 Les Soeurs de L'assumption ‘ Academy = 7.0
kT F R l " Novitiate _ 19.9
554 Roman Catholic Bishop/Springfield Saint Peter's Church - 0.7 27.6
44 Orthodox Society Church Lot 0.5
66 " " Parsonage 2.7 3.2
3 Unitarian Society Church Lot 0.5
69 " " Parsonage 2l 2s
Total Church Land . 33:5
212 Pres. & Fellows of Harvard College Part of Slab City Tract 104.1
243 n " mn E n " L1} 123 -4
287 :E 1 n n n AL 210-_2
298 " - " n 1" " n 26. 9
311 z " n 1" " " u 25.0
484 L " u Part of Prospect Hill Tract 465.9
485 ’ “‘ i 1A L . mn = n 18] 2-7
488 " i : " " o " 107.0
527 11 n " " " n 46- 7
541 M L u Part of Tom Swamp Tract 1521
561 H " L Higginson House 3.2
5772 & " " Part of Tom Swamp Tract 637.9
583 " n mn |-'| mn L 296-6
669 ! = " Schwartz Tract 44.0
£/ A - " Simes-Ayers-Johnson Lot 308.4 2554.1
296 Massachusetts Audubon East of Connors Pond 98.1
297 " " Reed's Island 1:9
300 o L Border of Pond, East 3.2
301 " M North of Loring Hill Road 79I, 7
310 . " East of Rt 122, South of Pond 11.8
320 " " South of Loring Hill Road 142.0 336.7
288 Trustees of Reservations Part of Brooks Wildlife Sanctuary 186.5
292.1 1 t A " " 39.3
295 i . ) L = " 52.7
365.1 L L o 2 . 7.6
361 " . " " " " 25.1
377 " ' " ‘ North Common 22.4
377.2 " g ! Law Office lot 7 2.3
384 i Y Part o%xBrooks Wildlife Sanctuary  148.0 483.9
299 Swift River Valley Trust t Connors Pond 29.2
303 " " " Connors Pond Landing 1.5 30.7
219 Trustees of Reservations 0l1d Daniels School of Forestry 51.
230 s . o N 7 5229
232 w, i L ' it B . «51.6 \
234 " oo " " 139 -
235 e s MBS i f 10.9

236 " " " i 7-5
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" Parcel ' Owner /Description " Acres
216 ° Trustees of Reservations 0ld Worcester Nat'l History Soc. 13.9
217 " " L i 16.6
217A ik 2 B " 15.0
218 " LA 1" n 24 . 5
233 M . " 1y 22.9
238 " s L 1 " 17.5
239 " " . B tr 14 ; N 22. 2
240 H o L A 6.2
241 " ” " " 8:8 355.2
Misc. Non Profits
556 Petersham Craft Center : Lot 0.8
99 Petersham Grange o L.
TEL Petersham Historical Soc. Museum Site 0.2
405 s " Ledgeville School 0.2
“410 i 3 Indian Caves 0.8
417 1 Irnay East Street School 052 1.4
51 Petersham Memorial Library Building site 0.6
421 Five Charities Lot e Total 3.8 5.8
Others Not Likely to Develop ; ;
- 466 Petersham Country Club Golf Course 98.0 .
469 " " 1" " " 50.2
471 - n " n : ! n " . 14.1
472 n " mn mn " 17 -3
474 " -1t n : n n 7.7 187.3
470 Petersham Curling Club . - .. Building site 0.5 0.5
521 Petersham Gun Club A . Land 70.2
521A B - M " , t 20.9 91.1
199 Carter Pond Co. Land > . “ -100.7
200 n * H‘ " ._: L i lo'l ==
201 a e o g 0.8 111.6
Total Others 390.5

Total Hrea in old Petersham 24,054.3
Total area in new Petersham 43,460
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**1765

1776

1790

1800

1810

1820

1830

1840

1850

1855

1860

1865

POPULATION OF PETERSHAM

707

1235

1560

1794

1490%*

1623

1696

1775

1527

1553

1465

1428

*The drop in 1810 occurs because
the town of Dana was set off from
Petersham in 1801.

*% 1765 - 1910 Taken from The History
of Land Use in the Harvard Forest

*%% 1935 —~ 1965 Taken from The
Decennial Census (1965) Page 18

1870
1875
1880
1885
18920
1895
1900
1905
*#%1910
1915
1920
1925
1930
**% 1935
1940
1945
1950
1955
1960

*¥*%71965

19 71

1335

1203

1109

1032

1050

952

853

855

757

727

642

718

923

743

814

929

890

990
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i dpel wocdlands arcund the town wes shbarted, Svmmwer residents he@n to feal more
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Agcording to the above table abbu.t W, per cent of tobal farmland in town .is occupied
iy Mllctime cormmercial farms, and another 19 per cent is in parhtime farmg. |

Dairy - Da.uv farming hn d.mls.md. steadi:ur for the last mvyearl. There &£ re
about nine or ten farmg that have more than ten dairy cows. Abaut four others have
hebwess four and nine cows. - The total muwber of daizy cows in town, according to
Worcester County Survey, 1938, was %02. Approximately 75 per gent of thege were on
dairy farms in herds of %ten cows or mors,

1919 ;2: 11925 - ) AR 1931 2
1920 1526 338 1932 302
9 - a‘g 1921 25 193 325
B on mE B A
192 350 1930 g} 19 279

Size of Herd* i
: Bo. of Herds [Jo. of Cows. m_ms_zauo_u
1 Cow E 13 4.3
2=5% 1 . g% : 12.9
i Ogg t g " 33'6 |
= . 3 : .5
. 20 and over ol e ;
Total . St 302 100.0

*iforcester Oounty Land Use Planning Survey, 1938,

These dalsxy farme are primarily in the eastern part of town. There ave abuwit
eight dalry forms that are strictly dairy wikh practically mo diversifigation
Five other farms, mostly with small herds, have a combinagtion of dairy snd poultry
onterprim.‘ ‘end in scme cases umall vagetahble acreages.

There are over tvo=tid rds as many Palv‘as and heifers as thers are &iiry cows in town.
This indioates 2 veryhigh proportivn of young stock on the firm in comparizon width
many towng in the county. A mumber ’Qf the dailry farmers in town ralse replacenents

and sell them. A few of the farmers Xava to depend on some purcha.sed replacement
stock,

4 ) . : = i 2 . ‘ ] ‘ o
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The Worcester County Survey indicated an average production of milk slightly
higher than the State average of 6,000 pounds. This was based upon fairly -
high rate of grain feeding. The amount of improved pasture on these dairy
farms is very small. Nearly all of the pasture in townis brushy or unimproved

pasture with & very low carrying capacity. ' A good denl of this has been
abandoned during the past twenty or thirty yearaQ

Approximate Amount of Roug age Grown on Dairy Farms*

e of Roughage ° Amount Per Animal
.0 Tons per .animal unit
Ensilage and Green feed : 1,2 tons per dairy cow
Pasture _ ; 4,0 acres per animal unit

*Based upon figures from Worcester County Land Use Plamning
Survey, 1938: : ‘

Basing the statement on figures of the above table, it is apparsnt that only
limited roughage is available for the animals on the farms in Petersham. This
is especially true when considering the low available amount of hay grown, and
ensilage and green feed produced. The low earrying capacity of the pastures.
in town make even the 4 aores per animal unit insufficient. Actually, less

~then 40 per cent of the required pasture is available.

Acoording te the Worcester County Land Use Planning Survey, 19358, the five
dairy farms in town hired a totel of 15 men and the five ‘combination farms
hired six

'Only about five per cent of ths milk produoed in town is distributed in
Petershem. Four producer-dealers handle practically all of the milk produced
in the town, and most of it is distributed in Gardner and Athol.

Poultry - Sincge 1800, ‘the poultry industry in Petersham has been increesing.
uch of the increase is due to developments on two large poultry farms, This
is the only branch of sgricultural production that has been increasing during
the past several years. Except for the two large- commercial flocks, most of
the remeining birds in town are in smaller flocks on part-time and combination
farms, Most of the commercial poultry flocks are in the western part of

town, west of Petersham Cepter.

s

Number of Fowl Assessed

\

Year Number “* Yesr  Number

1895 706 . \x 1920 1861

1900 711 N 3925 r241)

1905 1203 1930 B280" 1 v o

1910 1034 . 1938 3613 ~
1915 1448 .
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‘The following table from the Worcester County Land Use Planring Survey, iish,
,._’M-.‘L&EOI ‘the mumber of hens in town and the chicks raised mocordi iy to nite
- of "farm: ok Loy Uy ! g I

P > .

i

Hens snd Qhicks Reised by Type of Parm, 1958%

2T
Azt Hostannbial  ParE " Siabyrietion .1'“*41

egidential t=tin Dairs y Combination Total

St S Henw L TTUTTRED T R g R 1224 ~5906
.+, Cnioks Baised 498 - - BB§ ' 307 . 16898, 2910 21171

/
7

; *Woi'eutot,couhty_hud Use Planning Survey.

The figures presented in ulus table indicate that the owners of most of the
fa.n sasll flooks purchase chieks rather tian ralse their own. Possibly some of
g, b the combinstion farms raise most of their ohicks rather than buying them.
i 'The large commercisl poulfry farms, howsver, raise chicks foF sale as well
- A 88 Yo use for meintaining the farm flogk:. L :

Acoording to. ‘bhqm'ianie survey, the poultry farms hired four ms;n: in ’_'l\dc'!i’cip:z ;

- B the workers in the family, . s Salty L0 y _
. - Fruit - There aré no commersisl fruit orohards in Petersham. According to the
T e State Planning Board ¥ . there are 4¢ small plots scattered in ail parts of
¥ - %town that have fruit trees or the remnente of orcherds on them. Nons of

these plots are over three, four, or five scres in size, and all of the tress

Sos i on them.are old. On nany 6f the former crohards, the hurricane finiszhed dad

(., = struction thet old age hed begun. - A little fruit is preduced in some of ths
R Yrehards for home use, ‘ : .

-

Vagetebles ~ Commerois) vegstables are not signifjcant in Petersham sgricul-
urd s erg are two commercial vegetabls enterprises of significant size in
Sk tomn, however, and meny vegetables are raised on farms in small plots in ex~
o= cess of the needs of the ferm owner and his family. Very few vegstables are .

marketed outside of fown, During the summertims, there is a'limited ‘market

: ) -~ producers, but & pood deal of the roguiremenissre met by vegetabls dealers
o ‘. who coms in from out of town. . &

Forests > Exoluding the recent inereamse in land ares résilting from boundery

| adjustments by the Mofropoliten Weter Commissien, thers ars 17,482 sares, or

St ' about 70 per -gent of the total land sres of the town olassified a8 woudland
- which may be classified according t¥ ihe following table: Pt g

A\

k : . for vegetables in Petersham Center. Psyrt of thisg market 13 supplied Bv looal ..
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Over 16 per cent of the forest land in Petersham was destroyed by the hurricane

~and there was considerable other partial damage. These destroyed areas were

all stands of old field pine. About 60 million board feet of merchentable
timber werse allvtgod and sold to the government. Smaller amounts were sold
to nearby wood-using industries. :

Recreation Industry (Gammnroill)

Game and Wildlife SRt - £

D. Soocial Facilities

Credit and Banking = Private credit facilities are available through banks
in Athol and in' Gardner as well as those in Worcester. In addition to thess,
Government oredit facllities ere available to rural people in Petersham, and
may be oontaotod through offices in Worcester.

Roads ~ There is & total of mpproximately 23 miles of hard surfaced roads in
Petersham, These include the maein Worcester and Athol Highway which passes
from south to nmorth through the town through Petersham Center, From Petersham
Center, a branch highway extends westward to the Daniel Shay's Highway, and
another one extends westward to the Quabbin Recsrveir. In addition to thess,

- . there is a hard surfaced roed extending from Petersham Center to Herdwiok

through Ware; another directly east of the Center, the old road to Barre; and
another brenches eastward just north of the Center, and conbinues through
Templeton to Gardner. Some of the connecting roads are well kept gravel
roads, but there is a high proportion of poorly-cared=for dirt roed in all
parts of tewn, much of which has rot been cleared out since the hurricans.
There are many roads that are abandoned or used only as fire trails and wood |
roads

Railroads = There are no railroade in Petersham. THe closest facilities are
n ol, Therse is & railrcoad at Barre whioch offers only limited service,
Bus Lines = There is no bus service directly through Petersham. Closest
available ssrvioe is by way of Athdl where bus lines offering serviocs te
Fitchburg snd Gardner in one direcy Lon, and Greenfield in the other, may be
resched. 1 N . '

*
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Islephone - Telephone seryice il}lrﬁillble to ovoryoni*in town who-wishes it.

Rural Mail Délivoqx = There is & post office in Petersham Center and all
people in the outlying parts of town have Rural Free Delivery Mail Service.

Water - There is no town water system, Water is supplicd by private wells
Poth in the village center and in areas cutside the village, Part of the
homes outeide the villege center in Petersham are equipped with elsotrioc
pumps and have running water in the homes, but a very large proportion of =
them, including both farms end rural residences, do not have this convenience.
The table on page 10 of this report entitled "Per Cent of Homes with Con-
veniences by Type of Farm™, gives the details of this conditiom.

Fire Protection

o~

)
o

‘Eledtrification ~ While most of ﬁhaftéwn is served by electricity, £h§ra is

an area in the southwest that has none at the present time,

\
Schools = There is & high schocl and a grade school in Petersham Center, and
® rural school, known as Ledgeville School, east of the center. Childrem
are brought to the Cepter Grade and High School by eight different school
busses. The Ledgeville School is a rural school oscupying e small building
ori East Street. The Center Sohopl is housed in one large building including
both the high school and grede school. Thers is a gymnesiwm in comneoticn
with the school building. There is equipment for both sewing classes and
cooking eclasses in school, but no vocational squipment for boys. School
activities inolude, 4n addition to regular class work, athletics, art, and

" musie: '

N

The high school onrol;ment-inslﬁdos nbout'BO pupils. There are over 100 in
the grammar school in the center and about 17 or so &t Ledgeville.

Library = The Petersham Library is practicelly a seif-supporting institution.
It is housed in en attractive and very sdequate stone building in Petersham
Center. Library hours are apparently convenisnt. to everyons in town. Cir-
culation”is approximately 9000 books yearly, nearly half of which are fiction,
and the remainder divided between non-fiction and juvenile. New baooks ere
added each yeer. Books of spegial interest not on the library shelves arse
berrowed from the Division of Publfy.Libraries in Boston, L

X
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Ebhith.— Thers is a school doctor and a school nurse. A general health -
Program is carried on, The. work of the school nurse includes sohool visits,
home visits, advice to parents concerning the condition of their ohildren,
and many olinics condusted annually. The clinice held inelude tests fop
hearing, -Tuberculosis Cliniss (sponsored ih 1939, a very complete Tuber-
culosls survey), Clinica for the removel of tonsils, Dentel Clinics, and

. Heart Clinios. In sddition to the elinics, physical examinations are given
at the beginning and end of each year, and spedial examinations are given
%o pupils entering school for the first time.. Pirst Ald courses are taught
by the school nurse for the seventh and eighth grade pupils, and home nursing
is ziven to the girls of sophmore, junior, and,senior olssses in high school.
The school doctor gives’ vacoinations end inoculations to pupils.

>

‘-‘tho rdﬁptt of the school phykioiiﬁ!indiotﬁod about 16 cases of malmutrition -

among the schoecl pupils mostly in the grammer schoolin the center.

Neoessary hospitel work in connection with the school c¢linics is done at a
hospital in Were. There is & hospital at Athol where pedple may go for
nohes;ury CAars, . , ]

Hot s¢hool ltnches are served to tho-phild}og at schools. Some materials -
hava been eoeurod-frcm'thsfSurpIﬁs'Iifkoting Adnministration. : -

Community Organizations - The following is & list of conmunity organizetions
in the town: ] ; i :

. .

Three church societies
Handicraft Sceiety

= 4~H Club . ‘
Boy Secouts 4 X
Village Improvement Society
Town Planning Boerd
Historiocal Society
Memorial Library Scoiety -
Ledgeville Association * .
American Red Cross ' '
British Relief

.. It might be well to note here that the Town Planning Board hes been werking
in Petersham for somé time, and thet the "Improvement Soeiety™ has been an
active organization for over 50 years. Theas group# have dons much wood ‘work
in town plamning and making civio ixprovements. Most of their efforts have
been directed at what are commonly t oivic improvements pertsining
mostly to the village center nnq'to rgsgo utilities,

- §
-
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Aggg!betlng_Plunes = Meeting space is availeble both in the Town Hall
md in library ;

Community . Recreation Ftoilﬁtion

Public Finances

. Tex Rates Ga & S 2

Year Rate Yeer Rate Year Rate
I8 0.90 1850 $13.00 1515 $20.00
. 1870 1380 1895 10,30 1920 21,60
1875 14.20 1900 14.40 1925 24,80
1880 14,00 1905 15,70 1930 22,20
1885 13,90 1810 17.20 1935 27.20

h

Municipal Expendi‘hurel

1921 1926 1931 1936
Schools $20,415 319,405 §20,710 $19,877
Highways 13,899 29,022 25,016 24,134
Charities, eto.2,091 504 1,913 6,850
Other - © 8,531 9,281 10,636 21,382
Total $44,936 $58 211 '§55,175 $62,243

.
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‘#ein the lsnd in farms, Individua:
‘regards to natural; social, and nomih ,futoﬂ. This division of the town

——— e

IT. ﬁEBRI?TIOH OF AREAB BY LARD USE GDSSE

- Planning Board mp are not commercia

= - . HEOW

"’i

!ha Petaruhm country Life Committee divided tha town into areas on the busis

of the character and degree of adjustments thet would be necessary to main-
| arsas are more or less homogenicus in

into areas helps to organize the information available on the town and to
provide a basis for further discussion and the meking of recommendations’, -
The map on the front of this report gives the outline and enumerstion of the
areas and can be referred to for the looation of the sreas desoribed in the

rollmng pasuo

hnd -Class IL Includu Jand mmdia.tely suitable for commercial agriaultura,.

- pow in farm upon which minor ad;‘_gs"ﬁmntn ars - nocnﬂu'y

Arsa §
(Contl.inl about 3458 mores, or approximately
13:9 per cent of\ 4he total land arex of the 'hm)

Area 5 ie the only farming,uot in Petpuh&m whish tppux’a to have held ite
owr-&s & farming sestion oyperhaps iuproved $1ightly during the past ten.

Fiftesn years. A I&rge proper‘!:ian of: the very mo%ive Tarms I town ars l.Jr'& od

in th..;l AroR . s
Area 9 occuplesn the J.And 'ndjoi.m.n;, Eagt Strest on the 01d 5me chj gxteni-
ing from Petersham Center to the Derrs line, 1t oocouples part of the aerirel
ridge in town and extends over ssrcas the top of the eastern ridge. Mugh of

_the tepography is modersfely to géntly sloping bus the moubhern border of ths

area im hilly. The valley of the Swift Fiver vrosses just east of Petersham
Center. Approximately 35 per eent of the soils Lh the area are well adapied
to- agriculture. It ocoupies primarily moderate and gentle slopes on the broed
ridge top, - The well adapted soils include mouderatsly heevy. losms im the

western part and sandy soils towards the esst. -Practically all the rest of
the soil ‘in the area is umuit.ad to mgricult.re consisting of stony roué}

land and & little wet swampy Iand along the stromu :

L.

“Approximately 25 to 30 per cent of the area is open eroplymd or putunn

Juoh. of {hs @ropland is in rather large continuous areas and many flelds
tend to ltrgo lnd regulu‘ in shepe. - ;
Most of the commercial deiry farms in town are in this ares. Much of the
paeturs associated with the eropland is brushy and practically none of it
i iwproved pasture. The eight a’ml\ orchards indicated on the State
nt erprise! end most. of them recslive

3
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very little care., The woodland cover is divided between thin stands of comni-
fer and dense stands of mixed hardwood and softwood trees. '

The Ledgeville School located at mbout the center of the area serves both .
as a grade schoocl for the children in the area and as & neighborhood center.
Rural mail service, eleotricity, end telophono services ere nvniluhle to
everyone in the area,

There are a number of . nbnndennd fnrmntoaﬁ- and residences tlong the road in
all sections of thil ares. g

A hard surfaced rond from Pbtaraham to Barre passes through the length of

the area smd one well kept grnwtl road extends scuthwards from the Ledgeville -
school, The other branching rond: in the area are all dirt roads in fair
condition. 2

Land Glnan IIB = Land immodiltaly'luitable for commercial gg;ioulture and

now in farms.which needs msjor adjustments if the farms are to remaim in
business

&

_Parming in the following areas has declined ‘a good deal in the last 15 to

20 years or more. Mauy farms are_ccoupied by residents; but are no longer

operated as farms. Others have been abandoned entirely. Much land has gone
back to pesture and brush. There are individual farms.in these aress which
are still operlted on ‘& sommercial scals and sre good farms.

Aree 8
(Contains about 263% acres, or approximately
10.6 per cent of the totel land area pf the, town)

' Area 8 oxtendn north from Petersham Center for sbout two miles ulong Hoo
Mein Streel eastwards along Popple Camp Road to the Phillipston town line.
North from Petersham it occupies & broad gentle ridgetop and extends emste
ward through a hilly ateeply rolling area across the Swift River Valley,

The aree along the gentls ridgetop north of Pstersham Center is occupied by
well adapted soil which is primarily moderate loam and sandy loam, Abgout 35
to 40 per cent of the area is in soil well adapted to egrioculbure, and the
remainder of the soil is unauited to agriculture because of its rough and
stony chnractera

Along North Main Streaet.the area inhmdiately bordering the road is in rather

lnrge continuous open oropland fieldl, few of which are really operdted ss
farm land now. In the remainder of o‘urgt there are a few small soattered

L

L.
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~“Ares 10 borders the Prillipston tomn line and the easbsrr o

6w L h, ™
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$relds. of open oropland. ‘Assoofsted Witk the oroplasd Pields are a few

| areas of urushy, poorly-cared-for Pasture lands Most of thess ire. in soatterad

fields in the endtern part of the ares, The open sropland and by

‘ ] L shy pasture

constitute less then 25 'p_ar'j',.‘g!gnt?_"oi‘ all the land in the area, . - -

- The forom m pnimﬁy d;nu stands of mixed hardwood: :a:nd..-'l‘oﬁ:mod' trees.
Most of the farms are estates not operated as farms: The little compereial |
farming done here, includss one large deiry. ferm and one vegstable grower.

soving in the arem have slestrioity wnd telephome service if they desirs 1%,
S Both North Main Street and Popple Camp Road &re hard surfaced, Poj
. i h’ig Bf-rqot oon'tihu"l m?t&‘té m‘l‘u —_ = T -:'V

Mo i3

;Pstorliggncautcr lcﬁ;u 8¢ & social &ml ;’!om.iw center: .-All “the i:bople

Y i " Area 10 &
" (Contains about 1330 anras, or spproxinately

" 645 per cent of the totel land dres of thotm)‘

, orner of- Péia;éhai;
- T% occupies broad gontly .slopinz hillten ssotiche ¥nd is orossed by ons well

_-soils (Gloucester Series).

- Burean valley, Moceasin Brook About 40 per sent of the land in ihe

-Series), - The remsinder of the moil An the area is unsuited +6 agrioulturs
because. of its stmchlrut@r Oor beomuse it is low and sSwanpy." Thsre ars:

- Houdes An the eastern ‘bdgé of’ ':t‘h*a area are still ocqilbiqd as residenges, -Of
the dogen or so dwellings, only two or thras are occupied, -The rosds in

“his arsa sre dirt hurfaced and some of them have not been opensd up singe
the hurrioane. ' : : e

e Area 12 AR
(Containg about 3538 Aores, or aprroximmtely . -
~14:8 per cent of the totel land ares of the tom)

‘Ares 12 occupies the broad ridge extending south of Petersham to the tomm -
line along. Hardwiok Rosd and part of the new highway between Petersham and
Barre. e topography varies from broad gently sloping hilltops through the
center to stepply sloping hillsides on either edge of the area. The southern
edge is inclined to'be & little mord. golling and hilly than it is on the rorin. _
Well edapted soil cacupies about 20 ;T cent of

the area. It is located on
the broad more gently sloping hillsidd sqetions and includes moderate loam

~ W

~arem i_.s well mpﬁ‘qfd_*&o;gricnltm-a and _g_c;iﬁgi_,a%:icg:a, sendy soil (Gloucestsr




- last few years. Much of the farm 1

- 2% =

More than 20 per cent of the area is in open eropland or brushy pasture.

Most of the larger oropland fields are in the northern part of the area and
associated with them are a few large and sevoral small sections of brushy

or poorly-cared-for pasture land, In the scuthern part of the area, cropland
and pasture land fields mre small and scattered. There are ten or a dozen
small ferm orchards but none of them have received any care in late years.
The forests which cover the rest of the area are primarily dense stands of
mized hardwood and softwood trees. There are a few areas of dense stands of
confiers, ' 4

There are about 65 dwellings in tﬁe erea. About ten of these are unoccupied.
A very few of them are small-scale farms, The remainder are primarily resi-
dences, or in the southern part of the area, summer Camps.

This area, located on a high ridge top; ia an excellent site for summer homes
or all year-round residences as it commands a wonderful view of the surround-
ing country. Some of the homes in this part of town do not have access to
electricity, . '

Petersham Center is the social center, Hardwick Road, a hard surfaced road
extends from Petersham through the area to the Hardwick line. In the northern
part of the ares, the new highway from Petersham to Barre crosses from west

to east. In addition, there is about a mile and one-half of hard surfaced
road in the northern part of the erea and ancther mile or so in the southsrn
part, The remainder of the roads are gravel surfaced and in fair condition
although certain sections of them are not open to travel in the southern
part of the area. '

' Area 7
(Contains about 1157 amores, or approximately
4.6 per cent of the total land aree of the town)

Ares 7 is a small area bordering West Street and extends east from Petersham

Center across the valley to the westarn ridge in town. Topography varies from
moderately and rolling to steep and hilly. There are only two amall areas of

well adapted soil which consists of fine sandy loam (Gloucester Series). Most
of the remeinder is of limited sgricultural adaptebility and is a stony fine
aandy loam on moderstely steep topography. There are small seotions of rough
stony land unsuited to agriculture, particularly in the western end of the
area. Nearly 45 per cent of the ares im in open cropland fields or in brushy
pasture. Most of the fields are small and irreguler in shape. Thers are a
half a dozen farm orchards, none of ghich have received any care during the
aSE 88 been abandoned or has gone back
to brush during the past twenty or th¥rt} years. Poultry ferming is the
principal type pursued at the present time. There are & few residences
along the road, and & few small dairy farms. There is & total of about 18
residences, including farm homes, in the whole area. Two of these are not

e

N

cceupied, \ \\\ :
e

o
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e ﬂblt Btreat 15 & hard surfeced road throughout ita longth. Elactric service,

rural meil serviee, and telephone service are available %o anyona in the srea

who desires them. Petersham Center is the commnity center and only ocutlet,

‘Land Class IIIB - Tand not immediately suitable for agrisulture (except

P
¢ L

poultry og;gtrt-fimu'firﬁiqg or residential phtpdlhg)i .ﬁbt now in farms.

L)

frea 1
(Contains shout 847 EoTes, or approximately
= s 84 per cent of the total land area of the td-n) 'f_

" Area 1, Fadaraﬁian of Women's Clubk State Forest, ououpial rolling hilly

* land in the weatern part of Petersham. Soil inoludes a stony fine sendy

loam of limited adeptability to egriculturs and rough stony land thet is

unsuited, about equally divided in acreege. These are primarlly dense Btands

‘of mizxed hardwoods and softwoods. = = -
&l ’ : =3 3

' : Area 2 .

. (Contains about 5437 scree, or appruxhnnbely‘ 1.

oeﬂggf_ocnt éf ' the total land ares nf the tcln) X

Area £ 1s & largs {orest area oooupying mnat of northarn and western Peters-

ham. It extends from the broad gentle ridge top in the northern pert of town
and extends southwestwards down a steep long slope across Harvard Pond cver

the steep hilly land of the western ridge to the Quabbin Reservoir. Some of

tha_broader: hllltops and ths more gentls slopgs ere areas of well adapted

agricultural "'soil, primerily modsrate losms and fine sandy loamf These do
Aot aooupy more thnn 10 or 15 per cent of the totnl area. o

Approxtmn+e1y 25 to 30 per cent of the total arss eonaists of rough stony .or
swampy land that {s unsuited to agripultural use. The remainder of the aree
includes etony and fine-sandy loam dolle on the stesper slopss and rclling
topogreéphy which are of limited sgricultural adeaptability. Paris of th

arsa include both dense atands of coniférs and dense stands of mixsd harduvod
and softwood trees. Alonz ths valley bordering Harverd Pond are a few secat-
tered areas of gravelly and light scil upon which there are dense stands of
young gzr ‘conifers., This area includes the Tom Swamp, Prospect Hill, and
Sohwtr: trauta bblonging to the Harvard Forest.

Thers ars shv-rtl rfsidanoea along the st‘Sulem and the A$h01 Roads, west of

the residences are small croplend fidjds and small acreages of brushy pasture.
There is no commercial egriculture of®eny significance. Around Harvard Pond
‘there is & small group of houses, temporary in cheracter, ocoupied by psopls
who are asscoiated with the saw mills that are sawing logn stored in.ﬂnrvnrd
Pond; ' ; i

" Petersham, near the Athol town line, éilong north Main Street. Assooidted with

service and rural free delivery service to the fnndlian in this area)

(Tho committee to supply information on avallable electrio und telepnOﬁe l _h\‘\

:



= ¥

: Aress 3 & 4
(Contain about 367 aeres, or approximately
1.5 per cent of the total land sres of the town)

State Forest land along the Riceville Reservoir &nd the adjoining steep

stony hillslopes.
mixed hardwood and softwood trees.

These forests consist of dense middle-aged

of

gtands

- Areas & & 6 Pl
(Contain about 74 ecres, or approximstely
.5 per gent of the total land sres of the town)

These are Tawn‘Foresta‘Bn ston§ loam and sandy loam soils on steep topography.

Arem 5 ia covered by derse stands

hurricane .

of mixed hardwecods mnd softwoods.
is primarily dense stands of conifers muoch of which was destroyed in the 1538

Area 6

S s Ares 11
(Contains about 2963 moree, or approximately
11.9 per cent of the total land ares of the towm)

Ares 11 is a forest area ocoupying southeérn and southeastern Petersham. The

~“topography- is gteeply rolling and hilly with very 1i

the east branch of the Swift River,

There are 8 fsw scattered areas of brushy pasture mnd & few snall orépland .

fields in the southern part of the area.
The remainder of the area is covered with either dense stands of

however .
mixed hardwood and softwood trees, or

oally all of the conifers were destroyed in the hurricane.

There is no commercial farming done,

areas of denae conifer growbth, Practi-
In the southern

part of the ares arcund and west of Harvard Pond, are & number of summer homes.

Practically none of the scil is well

two isolated sections of fine sandy loam and loam scil.

sdapted to agrioculture except .for one or
The remainder of the

area is mostly rough stony land or stony loam seil unsuited to agriculture.
There are small sections of land of limited agricultural sdaptability con-
stituting not more than 25 per cent of the whole area.

In the éast, bordering the new road from Petersham toABurro, there ara'a

number of summer homes and cctiages.
residerices and a num@er have not -been

About half of these are part-time
used during late years,

In the pogﬁfbordarihg the highway there are a number of hurrioanshlogs stored.
. L

The new road from Petersham to Barry is the only hard surfaced rosad in the ares
In the southern

East of this are a few dirt oy fairly

%oll kept gravel rosads.

e i A A 2

ttle flat land. It borders
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part.of the area the summer camp section is gerved by gravel roads kept in

fair condition, The main outlet of the southern part of the area is by way
of Hardwick Road: i .

Land Class IV - Urban and Industrisl Aress T s

Ares 13 :
(Contains about 12% aores, or approximately
.5 per cent of the total land area of the town)

‘Area 13, Petersham Center, occupies the broad gentle ridge tops in the center

of town. It has an excellent viewof all surrounding sress and is locatad on
an area of moderate loam soil, well drained. This is the only organized
gocial center in town, and it is here that the Center School, Churches, Town

‘Hell, Town Library, Hotel Rest Homes, and Post Office mre located. Petersham

Center is located at the junction and crossroads of the main highway passing
through town, : .

ki)
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Bevonbf pe! cent of the area in Petersham is in fonat gover and it repwssents one

of ths more important aspects of the town. Much of this forest is im publie ownerailp.

" In addition to thisz the Earvard forsst bwns about 2,100 acres and perhaps five or nix-

fhousand acres are owned on the larpe estates, The remainder are in smeller holidings
and in’farm owned lots. Most of the commercial trees in town, white pina, were dsutreyed

 during the 1938 hurricnne. Helt o:t’ the aalvage work of hn:rﬂuam tinber has 'her—m RO |

plishnd.o } .

!nare are laree areas of mtmltﬁral m& in tm ﬂla.% ha.w baan abanﬂanad daring the
the 1ast few yesars and that is growing up to bmish. Much of this is auaocia.ts-" with- o ;
farm holdings that are ntn:. being opa-ataﬁ as farm, 4 ‘ |

. The rmain ronds in tm are mostly rard sarfaced and in sxcellent mnﬂiuon. Many of -
«' _the back Toads, hewever, are in poor condition, and have not been cleanad out sinos 4
" the hurricane. There are no railroad connections in town, the closest being Athol
Rursl fire protection is well sared for. Equipment is especlally adapted te ﬂght

.- forest fires. Mxlpmmt is maintsined by the town, by the sgtate, and by the Harvard
'7_ e T hﬁﬂta A

!hs hish school is loeated in. ths csnter and there is ome rural school in town,
Butidings and equipment are in good condition, The general health situatlon i well
gared for in the schools through the school nurse, thé schaol doetl:r. and aavera.l.
clinies; held anmally. _

o llare are & mumber ot mmmnify or@nimﬁmm which h:wa been aeﬁva dm‘.tnp the last

paveral vears, These include Ghurch and handicraft societies, Young Paoples® Orgsne
4zations, Relief and Red ms Organizations, the Tomn namug Board, and tha Nillags
Tmprovement Sociely.

- Mnancially, the tomn is in exzcellent mnditioﬁ, with a very low tax mate a.ncl vory low
minigipsl - inﬂ.ehtedneas. :



.!P'Guimﬁg - .
mm o7 Ko

o

'-mi :

&ﬁﬂu Ihtéd abby o kbl Alael ﬁoi inﬁ i
ialu tdnm, &““u- L incleded’ ‘ill-n!u_L ot
Gnmn 2 m*u,d,ug thies, e Im :

| pnd H’*’;} 3 :



1
2,

: it
2,

i 9.

11.
12,

o

Rough hfilly topogresphy

phich steep stony soil

M¥uch soil d roushty in dharacter

A larze proportion of the total town uneuited to agriculture, or of 1imitsd
asrienltural adaptabllity (a‘beni 80 per cent of the total town a.rea.)

e

larze areas of forest lamd in town in poor condition; much of thege forvests 7

suf fere d from the hurrlcane, other sections have sufffered from lack of care

A mupber of rwrsl homes in town hat ars im poor or wvery poor condition,

Mndlng approximately 9 or 10 per cext of the total mumber of dwellinss
in town. :

A low proportion of dwsllings in town equipped with runnins m.tﬂ:r and bath

facilities, ssweze facilitios, or hougehold refrigeration (between 23 and HO

per vent of the total mumber of homes for each of these convenisness)

A large mumber,of rural residents raise mo home gardens {about L0 per sent

of the total outside of the village center)

A geverally declinming agrimlture :

%:dath marketing rmnues for small mzw pmdmti n for indiviaial
rmg

Yarge areas of abandoned and poorly cared for pa.ltm'e revartiw- to 'nmsh

" Inadequate pasturss on dairy farms : |

A very limited amoumt of home grown rau.gmge available ¢n dairy farms

fzfﬂ.mltr of securing good form la.hor at a price that farmers can c.;fforﬂ .
o oy 5 - U

Inrracticability of improving fam woodlots vd.th the mresent tax -wolir:yf en g
the farm woodlots 3

Problem of marketing f=rm forest prodmtc - S
Many poorly cared for and ~bandonsed roads in town =
Some eases of malmitrition among school children as reported in town repord

Lack of exaect detailed information om situation in town

Inadequate recreational and vocstiomal facilities for yomng people AN

Wo public rsereation facilitiea developed in town, This is partiomlarly = - 4
in reference. to youns pecples! activitics
Lack of leaders for wca»z‘onal and recreational activities

%

.“'ll.
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173, ANALYTI QAL STATEMEET OF PROBLEMS AND REOOMMENDATIONS
Bebter Livinz from the Fexm - Many people do not mals fall use of their time and land
rescurces to adl to their living, Many families might be able to have backyard poulizy

flocks, or a cow for home use by using the time and land now at thelr disposgal.
According tc the Worcester Coumty Land Use Plamming Survey, 1938, most of &he farwors

. have gardens, poultry, and cows for hcme ugse, but this is true for less than half o ¢

the other residents outside of the village cemter. In view of fatwre economic condie
tions when family incomes may bs less than at present, knowledge and use of farming

for homs consumption wuld be an asset for every rural famlly from the points of visw
of family finances, health, and awocation, : ' \

Home Monagdmert ~ There are a mmber of neady families im town and & mumber who live
in wiat mighd be $ emed sub-standard hames. These are not confined io any one yerg
o town, Many of these people would benefit from demonstrations and instwusticr an
"how to zet along with 1little® in repard ta clothing and maldng the home attractive
as wellss in regard to food end mitrition. Many of these peopls receivs snods Ads-
tributed by the Surplus Marle ting Administration. -

= s
Bacreation « Youns Pegple - There are in town aboud 150 young pesple in school
between the ages of 10 and 25 years and about 100 who are out of school. A largs -

. D& § of these llve cuteide the center. Thers are mo adequate recreation facilibicos

such 23 playzroannds, swimming pools, or tennis courts for those young people, Those
out of school fave less opportunity than those im school, The scheol children hare
& banl and some orgenized sports. The ‘school is squipped with a gymnssinm, The :
young peoples! organizations with recreational programs include Beouts and el oiuhg
but do not reach meny of the young pecple in town, There has been tall YWy local
groups of/a town swimming pool. E ‘
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 ¥arm Marketing -~ There are a fow farms in town with a large praduetion of mllk wnd
- egge that liuve an established marimwt, Many farms have 2 gmd)l wrodugtion of 7o :
and vegsbable prroducts, maple sugar, hongy, and verhaps spme cannsd pocde, meaks, and
berries in excess of home negds,- Alone thewe farms de mot have énoush prodiciion 4
merket successiully, A cooperative market or roadside stand mifht bo able to handls
these prodwcte in sufficient quantity and quality to supply both a.local and fowuript
bardston. These cooperative sfforts could apply to the .marketing of farw won o
and handicraft products as well, The #xcellent roads provide sites for a rozcs o
market - LT Tim Nerne oy gt ‘
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Pastures ~ Many acres of pasture land has been recemly abamdansd and is growing
up % brush =ni reverting to weodland. This mcrease can be estimaied at bebwian
- 1000 and 1500 acres at least. Mush of this is suitable %0 development =g iastrrw
land; and is on both sbandonsd =nd active farms, It represemts an coonmomic 1ops
‘when 1% revarts to poor brush or woods, Cooperative pastures or individunl efford: ;
migh8 be amployed suscessfully to retain these pastures and build up #hedr cavepiod oo
Shrough proper maragemerd and fertilizing for use im reigdng dairy ronlacements, oo

or beef catfle. The mejor problem is fencing, , il Ay

Yogation Ik - g Fooplg - Vocational work offerell in saohiool includsg cookisn-
and sowing classes and some work in handlierefts. The hendierafis are for vounmsst: o
8-10 years old primerily. The cooking ani sewing classes are in Rizh school, OGove
- peatering and greemhouse work werec offerad at ome time but little intorast was ax-
bibited in them, Outside of school e UeH clubs offer camning and cooking, Tha
trade school in Worecester offers cpportunity to a limited musber of boys and is
Afficult for pany to reach. Vocationsl mseds of the youna Paople ars inadaguately
me$ and mpst of them leave school with no training that can e arplied o naking s Tivs
ing: . ; : \ , s

et )

This is a preliminaxy report which will be followed up by asiion. From flzse 9 J
tims progress reports will be .issued %o e@la&n follow-np and rasltins aceorn:lidwants.
This report will be amplified and clanced as conditions change and furihsr infore:tion |
Legomee available, Your suggestions and criticlsms will be welcomsd by thie _r\\ T
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. & 50-cent baby blue-
lich you edn order
ailable are twh help-

ts at $1 each. “Your
wr to Build, Buy or
nd “Ranch Homes”
'4 of the most pepu-
that have appeared
15,
& of the Week cou-
ves readers the op-
n send for Andy
handbook, ‘‘Prae-
epairs,”’ for §1.

WeAces TER

Real Estate

TELEGRAH

- Property Tax Rate
Grows With Area

By BERNARD MELTZER

Why should more new build-
ings and rapid growth in an
area lead to higher real estate
taxes? Readers are constantly
asking this question. They are
surprised when they find that
growth and more rateables
mean more {axes — not less.

Q. Eight years ago, whlen I

bought my preperty, my taxes
were only $390 a year. At that
time, my téwnship had a pop-
viation of less than 1,000
people, | imagine an “urban.
ologist’” such as yourself would
have classified it as “rural.”

Now my taxes are $%1,410
per year. Next year they will
be ' even higher. The popu-
lation is now over 10,000.
More than 2,000 new homes
and - commercial buildings
have been built, Each time a
developer comes inte our
township there is a big an-
nouncement about the large
amount of new “‘rateables’
that -are being brought Into
the area.

What | don’t understand is,
if we are getting all of these
new rateables, why are every-
body’s taxes jumping so fast?
As you can see, mine have
gone up over 400 per cent in
eight years! Is our tewnshop
being mismanaged, or s
somebody stealing fax men-
ey?

A, It isn’t a case of stealmg
tax money; it's just that your
township is paying the price
of rapid growth. In spite of
statements you may have
read to the contrary, it's a
general rule of urban devel-
opment that as an area grows
in population the taxes paid
by the individual property
owner increase. The corollary
to this generalization is that
the larger the commumity, the
higher the taxes. Also, an in-
terrelated phenomenon is that
the more rapid the growth,
usually the’ more rapid the
tax increase.

The reason behind all of
this is that people require mu-
nicipal services. The more
concentrated the population,

the more services are both re- -

quired and demanded.

The low tax rafes exist in
rural communities. Generally,
stable rural communities

have thé Towest tax rates of
all, At one time, we were un-
der the impression that rapid

19 wZwAFegl

b *exl. PN .

population growth for an area
was synonymous with prog-
ress. From experience ‘we
have discovered that usually
the opp051te is true.

Q. Can | take out a fire in-
surance policy on my brother-
in-law’s property? | see it as
an easy way to makn $10,000
or $20,000.

He runs a restaurant. The
kitchen walls have 2 thick
layer of grease. The basement
is piled high with junk and
discarded boxes. He's too
cheap to buy new electrical
fuses, so he puts pennies be-
hind the old. enes when they
blow. Some day soon the
whole place will go up in ene
flash. See why my idea of
buying a fire insurance policy
on his property makes sense?

A. Your idea makes sense,
Others have thought ahout
this before you were born, but
it cannot be done. The reason
is that, legally, you have no
insurable interest in the prop-
erty. Even if you were to buy
a policy and a fire occurred,
you would find that, the insur-
ance company would refuse to
pay because of your lack of a
bona fide insurable interest.

The only way you could
have a legitimate claim would

" be to acquire some interest in

the property or the business
— such as becoming part
owner, lending your brother-
in-law money in the form of a
mortgage, ‘investing in the res-
taurant, or some other similar
activitiy. If you do this, you
now have an insurable inter-
est and you can get your
agent to write a policy.

Q. | am writing this letter
on behalf of five lot owners,
In back of us a builder is
about to start a large housing
development. He will install
sewer and water lines right in
front of our properties in or-
der to get to his land. We sure
would like to hook on to these
utility lines, as it would make
our properties more valuable.
The developer says noel Can
we force the {ssue?

A. You cannot force a de-
veloper to allow vou to hook
on to his utility lines. He is
paying for them. When you
bought your lots, he made mo
representation to you that this
could be done. In fact, he was

‘not even In the picture.
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NEW HOUSE - BUILDING PERMITS

1964 to Present (1975)

James Maloney North Main Street 1964
Charles Upham North Main Street, Athol Road June 1964
William Ellsworth, Jr. East Street July 1964
Paul Holm Hardwick Road - Lewis Street May 1965
Howard Goddard East Street & Quaker Drive May 1966
Wayne Elliott Dairy Bar - (House Construction)

Popple Camp Road April 1966
Duguay Hardwick Road April 1967
LaPointe Popple Camp Road Oct. 1967
Simms Hardwick Road April 1968
Barnes East Street April 1968
Buell Cottage relocated - Loring Hill June 1968
Joseph Cromwell So. Athol Road Dec. 1968
Robert Painchaud Flat Rock Road April 1969
George Brunelle East Street Oct. 1969
Ralph Lundquist Hardwick Road Nov. 1969
Russell C. Rivers 01ld Hardwick Road June 1970
Harry Gormley (Camp) 01d Athol Road June 1970
Richard B. Edwards (Camp) No address listed Nov. 1970
J. Robert Moore North Main Street April 1971
Gordon A. Barrett Turnpike Road June 1971
John D. O0'Grady Athol Road July 1971
Robert W. Norton Flat Rock Road Aug. 1971
Peter West South Street Sept. 1971
Daniel S. Ballou Nichewaug Road Oct. 1971
Jeffrey D. Gilbert North Main Street - Sunset Lane Oct. 1971
John Fiske East Street March 1972
Norman LaPointe Amidon Drive Oct. 1972
Frank Brierly Hardwick Road Jan. 1973
Dennis Duguay 0l1ld Hardwick Road April 1973
Bernard A. Bassett Birch Drive July 1973
Palmer H. Beam Hardwick Road Aug. 1973
David S. Beach Carter Pond Road Sept. 1973
Harold E. Sherwood, Jr. Spring Street Nov. 1973
Winston Whitney Glasheen Road March 1974
Roland Barnes (Camp) South Street May 1974
Dale R. Monette Hardwick Road June 1974
Roland Barnes South Street Aug. 1974
Kathryn C. Smith West Streé Aug. 1974
Exton E. Elliott, Jr. Phillipstog,Rqad Aug. 1974
Vincent Purple Briggs Road Aug. 1974
Robert W. Heim North Main Street Sept. 1974
Stephen A. Smith Poor Farm Road Oct. 1974




McNeil Carberry Road ~ 1975
Kenneth B. Levine West Street - May 1975
Michael K. Gabrenas Hardwick Road -~ May 1975
John Jenkins Carter Pond Road - May 1975
Edwin Gifford Turnpike Road - June 1975
Trailer Permits

John LaPointe Phillipston Road = 1970
Norman LaPointe Amidon Drive - 1970
0'Connor Dairy Bar Living Quarters = 1971 7




NEW

HOUSE - BUILDING PERMITS

1964 to Present (1972)

Charles Upham ~ North Main Street, Athol Road June 1964
William Ellsworth, Jr. — East Street July 1964
Paul Holm — Hardwick Road - Lewis Street May 1965
Howard Goddard — East Street & Quaker Drive May 1966

James Maloney

o

North Main Steet

No record

e

)77

9

Y
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Duguay - Hardwick Road April 1967
« La Pointe —. Popple Camp Road Oct. 1967
Simms - Hardwick Road April 1968
Barnes - East Street April 1968
Buell - Cottage relocated -Loring Hill June 1968
Joseph Cromwell - S. Athol Road Dec. 1968
Robert Painchard - Flat Rock Road April 1969
Ralph Lundquist -  Hardwick Road Nov. 1969
George Brunelle - East Street Oct. 1969
Russell C. Rivers - . 0ld Hardwick Road June 1970
Harry Gormley ~ (Camp) 01ld Athol Road June 1970
Richard B. Edwards — (Camp) No address listed Nov. 1970
i
J. Robert Moore - North Main Street April 1971
Gordon A. Barrett = Turnpike Road June 1971
John D. O'Grady - Athol Road July 1971
Robert W. Norton - Flat Rock Road August 1971
Peter West - South Street Sept. 1971
Daniel S. Ballou — Nichewaug Road - Oct. 1971
Jeffrey D. Gilbert - North Main Street - Sunset Lane Oct. 1971
John Fiske - East Street March 1972
Norman LaPointe — Amidon Drive Oct. 1972
Wayne Elliott - Dairy Bar - (House Construction)
Popple Camp Road ST April 1966
Trailer Permits
\
John LaPointe - Phillipstén Road 1970
Norman LaPointe = Amidon Drf‘e 1970

/
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Where Its Residents Work

TOWN OF PETERSHAM

Town

“ Petersham
~ Athol
~QOrange
v Barre
~u Gardner
™ Erving
"N Worcester
N Greenfield
' Springfield
\Boston
N Palmer
~“Wheelwright
~ Baldwinville

= Three Rivers

\\Fitchburg

~) Waltham
““Rutland

“ Brookfield
™ Hardwick
\! Ashburnham
~) Belchertown

~Acton

N Maynard

Uhnkhew i

Number

131
99
12
15
22

9

25

370
336
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WEATHER
Fair Tonight
Cloudy Sat.

Details On Page 2

i

Vol. CXLIV, No. 5

Athol, Orange

Populations

Hit The Skids

Athol is one of three towns in
Worcester County that showed a
decrease in population over the
past 10 years, according to the
report of the U, S. Bureau of the
Census made public in Washing-
ton, D.C., Thursday. Orange, in
neighboring Franklin County,
shows a similar decrease.

According to the report Athol’s
population at year’s end, 1970,
was 11,185, a 3.9 per cent de-
crease over the 1960 tabulation,
11,637. Other Worcester County
towns showing a decrease were
the county seat, Worcester, and
Rutland.

In Orange census figures list
6,104 residents, an eight per cent
decrease over the 6,154 figure
in 1960.

B52 Bomber From W estover
Crashes, Nine Men Aboard

CHARLEVOIX, Mich, (AP) —
An Air Force B52 bomber with
nine men aboard—said by wit-
nesses to have exploded in a
ball of fige—crashed into Lake
Michigan Thursday night off the
northwest Ytip » of Michigan’s
Lower Peninsula.

10c %ot 60
4 Ap;
Will L
To D:
Four ay
ol’s draft
158, “‘are
now,” ace'
Feeney, st.
director.
“We ar
with the si
Feeney sa
Contributing to the population| we expect’
rise tallied for Worcester Coun- be- m_ade
ty since 1960, a 9.4 per cent in- fa'd :t b i
crease to 637,969, were towns of Zc:fv‘:as:;
Phillipston, Petersham and Roy- 5 Draft [l
alston. are made:
OF the three Phillipston show- | Lecommer
ed the greatest percentage in-| o.po.
crease, 250.5 per cent to 872 from Local B
695; Petersham followed with Wi
13.9 per cent increase to 1,014 i
from 980, Royalston’s increase ber, Man
of 1.1 per cent brought the| ¢hendon.;
town’s population to 809 from | of Leon
800. and Jobh.
Massachusetts’ population, ac-| 1970, the
cording to the census bureau’s| to a nom-
final report, showed a 10.5 per| after, St
cent growth since 1960, the 1970 | ed. \
tabulation 5,689,170. Col. F
while t}
rum, tf,
conti
board |
mailing
men v
Coast Guard aircraft and ves-| clasr
sels at the scene reported find- | e
ing wreckage and debris from
the aircraft, including two er
ty life vests and a helmr
no sign of survivors.
A Strategic Air Com
vestigatnig team was
today.
The eight-engine
unarmed and -
flight from Wes' A
Force Base \

=

about
Cl



1250

1500

Leso

—

750

Seo

157]

75 /8

/E

2.5~

/6

/&

B [

/9

25

/9




Petersham's Growth Problem

1))

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Families have in the past moved into town rather slowly. (Data should be

readily available for the last few years. Query: is the pace accellerating?).

J

In general, most of.the older houses have been renovated and few new houses
have been built -- primarily on existing surfaced roads that have power and
telephone lines. (Data also available here)
a) The pattern of expansion has so far added little to road
construction or snow removal costs. Also school bus routes
have not been appreciably expanded. So far, there is still
some unutilized capacity in the local school. (Data also
available on all these points.)
This pattern of slow growth of responsible householders is also unlikely to

generate a need for & full-time police protection (3-4 men to get 24 hr.
coverage) or full-time fire protection ( x men to cover specific pieces of
equipment) at least until we get x families in town. (There should be soﬁe
way fo estimate %.)

One of the chief added costs of growth is that of education at the Mahar
School -- primarily because charges are pro-rated on a per capita basis.

It should be ﬁoééible.tb see what the costs of government (broken down into
General, Roads, Schools) are per taxing unit. The distribution of taxing
units should also be readily available =-- perhaps divided between cost
groups (residents vs non-residents, children vs non-children, etc,)

The object of this analysis shou}d be to clarify the arithmetic of growth
and the financial facts of life n-;essary for judging how new growth adds

to costs and how tax base must‘expand to keep pace.



GROWTH IN PETERSHAM

The problem we now face is to direct town growth so that people from as
many walks of life as possible can live here because land and houses can be bought
at prices they can afford, taxes stay at a reasonable level and because the high
quality environment will have wide appeal. Growth will take place in two ways:

A. House by house expansion along existing highways, typically by

dividing a property along the road.

B. Many houses at once in a subdivision on a fairly sizeable tract,
typically this development requires new roads and other public
facilities.

The townspeople can probably gamble that type A expansion will be slow

enough and include a sufficient variety of houses so that the net increment to
tax fevenue will just about offset added costs. Most of the prime safeguards
are already in the town by-laws regulating spacing, set-back and height for
appearance, sanitary water and sewage systems. Lot size of 1 acre might be

more desirable than the present 0,57 acre. However, if construction on gravel
roads is not regulated there may be need for major road improvement when bussing
and snow clearance is needed. (What assistance is available for this work?)

The townspeople must at all costs avoid a fiscal catastrophe that could
follow the sudden, large-scale expansion of costs likely to follow type B expansion
which outgrows present facilities. To avoid this every rule must be bent toward
insuring that when subdivision takes place, the added tax revenue will cover added
costs. Oﬁly a high grade development will do this. The special zoning regulations
that apply to-subdivisions should insure that good development takes place. Success
largely revolves around affecting th;\scqnomics of development == which is in turn
governed by the rise in land values between purchase as a tract and sale as houselots,

\

»
%



typically a 10 fold increase. All subdivision rules that make a cheap development
economically unfeasible should be explored. Lot size rules must be the same for

Type A and B development. Rules about road layout and quality, however, apply

only to subdivisions, Undergrounding utilities may also be under the control of

the town. Rules that prohibit filling of swamps in order to protect water quality
and flood plains also cut down developable area, Under cluster zoning the town

can also require that a certain proportion of the tract be set aside for conservation
or recreation. These and other subdivision rules should be explored and adopted if
found desirable.

Complete rationalization of a framework for growth will also require a new
plan for "building districts" that makes provision for a variety of desirable
activities, but locates each where it will preserve or enhance the environment
of the town and reduces costs. The physical basis for this should begin with a
plan for water and land use prepared by the Conservation Commission.

An effective approach to gaining citizen support might include:

1. Clarifying the economics of growth and municipal finance -~ showing
that unbalanced development reduces freedom to live in a town by
raising costs and/or lowering services and environmental quality.

2. Show how people in the town can themselves direct town growth so
that the scope of individual ciioice by present and future residents
is increased for type A development; while insuring against a

- disasterous event by channelling outside speculator type B developments

toward high grade subdivisions.

\

\



Allen Drlve
Brown, Robtert P.

Amidon Drive
amldon, Phlllp w.
Amldon, Parktare J.
Amldon, Bradford 3.
Amidon, Terry J.
LaFolnte, Norman L.,

laPointe, Therenr- *

Athol Road, Pstevsham
Cromwell, Joceph H.
Cromwell, Carvole A,
Newman, Lawrence
Newman, Vlr:}l'ﬂla

Barre Road
0'Connor, Martin J.
O'Connor, Jszan F,
Mullaney, Gerald A.
Mullaney, Reverly A.
Engdahl, Cerald A.
mngdahl, Frances E.
Engdahl, Rick i,
Nodzeleski, William S.
Modzelesxl, June
Anderson, Loulse A,
Kelley, Barbara M.
Cannon, Stephen M.
Cannon, Joan M,
Cannon, Irene F.
Graves, Roger E,
Gravee, Janice C.

Birch Drive
Bassett,
Basgsett,

Bernard A,
Bonnie L.

Briggs Road
Shepherd, John D.

Carter Pond Road
B2ach, David 8.
Beach, Nancy E.
Jenkins, Harding B.
Jenklne, Elizabeth 8.
Jenkinse, John S,
Jenklns, Cynthia

Common
Raup, Hugh M.
Raup, Lucy @G.
Brown, Peter W.
Brown, Mélissa L.

TOWN OF PETERSHAM

Streat Lisat
January 1, 1976

Mass. Audubon Director

Mechanlcal Engineer
Houeewlife

Induetrial Management
Student

Lt Construction Worker

Hougewife & L.P. N.

Truckdriver
flousewlfe & Waltrees .|,

‘

Auto. Mechanic - |
Unemployed

Package Store Manager
Housewife

Congultant

Housewife

Student

Mechanic

Housewife

Retired

Retired

Activities Director |
Waltreas 3
Housewife

Highway Superintendent
Housewife

ILaborer
Housewife

Retlred

Pe hawn

P ha
Reg

S

7 ha s

P havy

Fleld Service Computer Co.

Housewife
Private Consultant
"\ Housewife

\Manapger Gol¢ Brook C(C.QC,

ﬁoqsewifa

Retired
Housewife

Hospital Administrator
Housewife

2

A

27
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67

26
24
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29
29

74
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Conimon con't.

Paul, Richard E.
Paul, Eileen A
Paul, Theodore R.
Paul, Linda L.
Paul, John H.
Rue, Charles V.
Rue, Evelyn H.
Reed, David R.

Germond, Bartholomew J. .

Germond, Dona M.
Germond, Karen M.
Curtis, Carroll C.
Lavoie, Donald A,
Goudie, Robert E.
Goudie, Kathleen J.
Goudie, Robert E. Jr.
~Bercier, Gertrude
Caouette, Prazede
Duquette, Gabrille
Fournier, Germaine M.,
Gaudette, Rita T.
Hardy, Marie
LaRose, mMabel
Paradis, M. Dorothy
Prud'homme, Marie
Simcneau, Marie

Doe valley koad
Flye, Donald R.
KFlye, Barbara J.
Canney, Raymond J.
Canney, Phyllis J.
Canney, Cheryl A.
McHugh, Roger A.

McHugh, Kathieen iye

Dugway Road
Coolidge, Arthur R.
Coolidge, Helen C.
Dodge, Dorothy L.
Lee, James G.
Welch, Edward E.
Joy, M.Verne
Joy, Jean P.

East Street
Towne, Robert W.
Towne, Ellen R.
Best, Hobert H.
Best, Carol A.
Dugan, Myra C.
Rice, Eva I.
Duplessie, William A.
Duplessie, Barbara J.
Duplessie, William R.
Duplessie, Joan

Salesman v

Housewife & Teacher

Student

Student

Student

Ceramic Engineer

Housewife

Teacher & Counselor

Salesman

Store Manager

Student

Gift Shop Operator

Gift Shop Operator
> ;

Teacher

- Student

Librarian

Retired

Retired

Music Teacher |
House Work (
Bursar v
Cook

{

Div. Program Moderator

Housekeeper

Teacher .

- Drattsman & ¢

Housewife
Truckdriver
Housewife
Student
Mechanic -

PRI 2 o
— tousewlfs

Civil Engineer Tech.
Housewife
Soc.-0Office Worker

" Marlager

Retired

- Retired

Real Estate Broker

Property Maintenance

.Physical Therapy Aid

Unemployed - (
ousewifte

N

rse Companion
Retired

. Salesman

Housewife
Student -
Student_[

I«“.

A

Ha

¥ ham

¥ havo

¥ b vy

CRUT

54
6
29
5e
65
100
4y
49



East Street con't.

Kenney, Agnes B.
Faust, Agnes G.
Warrington, Richard H.
Warrington, Nancy
‘Warrington, Brenda L.
Anderson, Edwin C.
Church, John W.
- Church, Maxine L.
Church, John W. Jr. |
Kenney, George T. !
Kenney, Joan K.
Kenney, Mary A.
Kenney, Joseph E.
Kenney, michael J.-
Kehney, Bernadette M.
Brhnelle, George F.
Brunelle, Marilee
Johnson, Scott A,
Brunelle, M. Kathryn
Harty, Jacquelline A,
Fiske, John
Fiske, Rosalie (.
Thayer, Robert k.
Thayer, Margaret C.
Rice, Robert L. Jr.-
Rice, Linda M. ;
Deveikis, Peter M.
Barkentin, William S.
Miller, Kenneth E.
Miller, Jane B.
Hachey, Donald T.
Hachey, Anne K.
Barnes, Emma C.
Moore, David P.
Moore, Irene R.
Wapner, Eugene
Wapner, Carole J.
Smith, Norman G.
Smith, Carole A.
Barnes,| Linda S.
Ellsworth,
Ellsworth, Mary Ann
Bassett, Clara L.
Prjyor, Ethel L.
Scott, mMilton C.
Scott, Carol A.
Cooley, Jennibelle
Bas:iett, Ernest K.
Baaaett Marion V.
Ellsvorth William 8r.

Ellsworth Luella M,
Perkins, nilliam W. Sr.
Perkins, Siri' M.
Reid, Robert B.
Reid, Verna J. -
Newcomb, Ralph H.

|
|
I
| |
il

William W. Jr.

[lousewife
Dietician Asst.
Order Analyist
Housewife
Governess -
Garage Proprietor

Reg. Mgr. of Arbltration Assn,

Housewife
Student

Laborer (
PogtMistress
Tutor

Teacher

Student

Student

Grinder /
FPactory Workexr !
Student

Tel. Operator Sup.
Unemployed
Retired
Housewife
Foreman
Housewife

. Iibrarian

Teacher -
Artist
Unemployed
Traffic Consultant
Housewife ;
Lawyer

- Housewife

Housewife
Truckdriver
Housewife
Lithographer
Housewife
Laborer -
Secretary

Town Treasurer & Asst. Cook

‘Carpenter

i

Reg, Nurse
Housewife
Retired

Sexton of Uemeteries

Housewife
Housewife
Toolmaker
Housewife
ggnpenter
usewife
Carpenter
Housewife

- Bus-Contractor

Housewife
Lineman




East Street con't.
Newcomb, Loberta M.
Newcomb, Lu-Ann

Flat Rock Road
Testa, Antiony
Testa, Medera E.
Clark, Elsie D.
Coan, Jacqueline K.
Finnen, Everett A.

Gay Drive . .

Glen Valley Road
White, Gerard R.
White, Lillian E.
White, Marion J.

Hamnond Road
Cummings, Ronald
Cummings, Eleanor C.
Downs, Alice J.
Ewing, John S.

Hardwick Road ‘
‘Jolda, Ronald S. !
Jolda, Karen A.
Streeter, William P.
Streeter, Hope W.
Clark, C. Kenneth
Clark, bvelyn M.
Clark, Robert A.
Bassett, Teddy A.
Badsett, Sharon P.
Kessler, Konald J.
Olson, Earl H.
Olson, Carolyn M.
Olson, Janice M.
Ahlstrom, Konald E,.
Ahlstrom, Lois E.
Holm, Faul E.

Holm, Vibeke

Holm, Karsten A.
Pierce, George W.
Pierce, Mary N. :
Phillips, Alden P,
Phillips, Alice F.
Simms, V. Edward
Bimme, Helen E.
TFoster, Stuart E.
Foster, bally J.
Banks, Bruce R.

!

,Retiredm

Housewife & Busdriver
Student

Assembler & Real Estate Brokér - £/

Housewife

Housewife ST A
Unemnloyed

Marine Electrician -

Machinist
Housewife
Housewife

Self-employéd '
Secretary
Retired
Farming - {

Student .
Registered Nurse - |
Retired

Housewife

Retired

School Teacher
Laboratory Instructor
Shellfilter - -
Housewife

Student

Bank Clerk

Teacher

Teacher [
Foreman - S H.13
Housewife

Chief Inspector
Housewife

Student

‘Retired

Hotuisewife
Nurse Attendant

~ Cafeteria Mgr. -
\ Metallurgist - .+ ;

V'eacher

ggchina Operator
ousewife

Truckdriver

Banks, Karen Lo _ —+—Housewife

Beam, ralmer H.
Beam, Heather

Mc?innip. Wayne R. .
! C

|
| i i
ﬂ! (.

Engineer ! :
tocial Worker - !
Laborer

58
18

61

54
7>

52



Hardwick Road
MeGinnis, Haude
McCunc, Joseph N,
Brijshtman, Peter k.
Brigatman, marcia E.
va nxlstyne, John P,
VanAlstyne, Robin Y.
Fisher, Donald G,
Fisher, marion E.
Grover, Esther C.
Recos, George J.
Recos, Shirley H.
Waid, Charles F.
Waid, Dorothy B,
Dorow, Arthur L.
Dorow, Ernest W.
Dorow, Kenneth A.
Dorow, Richard D.
Dorow, Wilbur L.
Coolidgme, Basil E. Jr.
Collidsze, Roberta A.
Monette, Dale R.
FMonette, Suzanne
Gabrenas, Michael K.
Gabrenas, Cheryl J.
LePoer, Bernard A. Jr.
LePoer, Annie R.
Bates, Frances R.
Barnes, Grace E.
Carlson, Henry H.
Carlson, Catherine V.
Upshaw, Arthur D.
Upshaw, Anna M,
Hubbard, Yames H.
Hubbard, Romona A.
Lundqulst Ralph P.
Lundquist, margaret E.
Lundquist, Kalph L.
Lundqulst, Michael G.

Curtis, Hutchinsen S.

Curtis, martha B. -
Silva, Brien R.
Brierly, Frank L.
Brieriy, Elizabeth G.
Hall, Mildred
Coombs, Richard .
Copmbs, Beverly J. .
Coombs,y Deborah
Coombs, Scott K.
Rust, Everett L.
Rust Laurel J.
bmlth George .
Smlth, Glorian R,
Duguay, Dennis A,
Duguay, Linda J. =
Rivers, Russell C.
Rivers, Florence M.
|

5\

Retired

Writer & Store Clerk
English Teacher -/ :o
Tescher m ¢

Dean w o f

Student -

. Retired

Housewife

Retired

Carpenter

Housewife J
Sluicegate Worker [ [ -
Housewife '
Retired

Wood Worker

Foundry Worker - //
Wood Worker

Garage worker

Flute Milling
Housewife

Clerk -

Clerk & Typist _
Salesman . 7 &
Housewife '
Machinist - “

Housewife

Retired :
Housewife & Bus Driver
Teacher W o s b
Housewife

Toolmaker

Housewife

Toolmaker :

Stockroom Girl

Foreman

Housew1fe

Student
Counselor-teacher !
Marketing Mgr.—

"Housewife

Student

Retired
Housewife

Nurses Aid :

Process Control Insp. - /

Bus Driver -

Student

Bus Driver

Office Manager '

\gouse :ife & L.R.N,
etired -

Housewife .
Packer -&4----

Dietary

Retired
Housewife



Hardwick Road con't.

rourling, Florcnce M,
Rivers, David R.
LeFoer, John P,
LePoer, Ann W.
LePoer, JoAnn

Leroer, Lynn

Harty Drive

Harty, Ruth wm.
Efesik, William R,

Hubbardston Road

Pajax, William E.
Pajak, Florence G.
Castine, Gerald F,.
Castine, Diane K.

Leighton Road

Hutchinson, Theodore L.
Hutchinson, Beverly K.
Hutchinson, T. Ullliam
Burke, Elaine F,

burke, Thomas M.
Painchaud, Robert E.
Painchaud, Claire A. '
Adams, Glayds L.

Nichewaug 'Lane

Bassingthwaite, Mrank B.
Bassingthwaite, Ruth E,
Langlois, James J,.
Langlois, Eva H.

Nilson, Roy P.

Nilson, Marilyn G.

Retired ‘ ‘
Auto. rarts Mgr. - .
Elementary Principal
Teacher '
Advertising Coordinator
Nurses Training

Housewife |
Laborer —

Laborer
Housewife
Blacksmith '
Reg. Pharmacist

Retired

Gefikin, Wesley F.

- Getfkin, Louise H. Retired

Maple Lane i
Johnson, margaret H. | Housewife
Perkins, Charlie P. Farmer :
Perkins, David L. Farmer
Perkins, lrene L. Housewife
Rawding, lvor P, Retired
wadlng rary Ce Housewifte
Hyde, Edward H,. - Woodsman ~ ' ‘
Hyde, J. Ann Housewite -
Hyde, John William Student
Coolidge, F. Arthur Farmer
Monson Turnpike

Hellen, brederlckggdddﬂ__aef**A"Teacher|
Hellen, Florence Teacher
Hellen, Nancy B. Student
Baldwin, Charles Raymend Retired
Baldwin, Flora N, Housewife
Gitford, Edwin J,. Retired
Gifford, Lydia L. - Housewife

Self-employed - |
Housewife
Selt-employed

- Housewife=Nurses Aid Ny

Lumberjack
Machinist -
, Secretary -
Housewife

\

WOodworker

Housewife & Sub. rostal blerk-iJ

Artist - [
Housewife - ‘
Reporter-Journaliat
Housewife



Nichewaug Road

Cous '‘ns, David A. J.
Cousens, Kaye D.
Upham, Harry 8.
Upham, Dora L.

Upham, Donald F,
Uoham, Loyd S.
Albertine, Louis G. Yr
Albertine, Glenede F.
Pietz, Paul F.

Pietz, V. Gay
Newton, Richard PR.
Newton, Ann C.
Coolidge, Horac:
Coolidge, Doris .
Coolidpe, Curtis A.
Van Os, June M.

Van Os, Philip A.
Collette, Edward J. Jdr,.
Collette, Helen T.
Noel, Everett

Noel, Lisa

Ballou, Daniel S.
Ballou, Kathy J.

North Main Street

Potee, X. Gale
Potee, Joanne K.
Flint, Susan W.
Gudheim, Nan G.
Reed, David R.
Brown, Robin
Loftus, Thomas

Conboy, Michael J.

Conboy, Elisabeth A.
Greanier, Theodore A.
Greanier, Alice K.
White, Bonnie C.
White, Ruth B.
Maloney, James F.
l'lalcney, Barbara D.
Craig, Edward Jr.
Craig, Frances L.
Craig, Heather J.
Craig, Susan E.
Craigz, Gordon E.
lMoorey, J. Robert
roore, Mary D.
Bently, William
Bently, Margaret
Faulkner, Ann M,
Callaham, Dale A.
Smith, 0. Russell Jr.
Smith, Dorothy A.

‘ Quigiey, Ronald E.

Quigley, June M,
- Quigley, Valerie L.

QUigley, Gordon F.

Office Worke. |
Housewife
Rebired
Housewife

Mar® “~igt -

Civil Engineer

Housewife % Real Estate Broker 7

Dist. Agent -
Teacher -
Student
Student
Student
Retired
Housewife

. Research-Harvard Forest

- +Housewife
\ Technician-Harvard -

v

\Cabot technician - Harvard !

Merchant .
Housewife

Pres. of U, T. D.
Housewife :
Student

Student

Canadian

Canadian -
Canadian

Canadian

L r
il oyed
T r H ¢
U Planner - |
R ilfe
‘ at
r r .
Engineeri
1ife & Tea. 's Aid
£ t :
k urse-Night ervisor
8 5 & Counse - |~
C er .
Hc fe
1
——t-Tel de Repairm: - J
Hou: te
Phys R = .
Hous: . e
- Arti: .
Hous¢ o
Night E.=cher-Brandonf
Night 7+ .her-Brandon '
Night e *?er-Brandon .
' Englne‘l WA
Housewi fe & Reg. Nurse
Retired \ o
Nurses Aid -~ )
Laborer & g
Inspector

——



North Main Street con't.
Thayer, Robert H.
Thayer, Louise L.
Thayer, John W.
FicCoraick, Juliette A,
Chicoine, Donald J.
Chicoine, F. E. Ann
Ganson, Gordon I1.
Ganson, ‘eather
Hildum, Edward B.
Hildum, M. Elizabeth
Hildum, Isabel .
Hildum, Nikki E.
rugliese, Thomas P.
Pugliese, Dorothy M.
Brunelle, Bernard A.
Brunelle, Sandra L.

. Brauchle, Charles A.
Brauchle, Marjorie J.
Peterson, Hall James
Peterson, Kate B.
Holdfield, Christine A.
Smith, Cornwell S.
Mandigo, Dennis
MacLellan, Michael
Dillow, Harold R. -
Dillow, Amelia A. '
Mack-hale, James P.
Mack-hale, May S.
tlack-hale, Robert A.
Brosnihan, Anna M.
Smith, Delores R.
Boragine, Gene A.
Boragine, Susan L.
Fisher, Nancy L.
Fisher, Amy L.
Pepper, John C.
Demininee, Kenneth F.
Deminee, Katherine A.
“Allard, Emma
Asselin, Elodiane-
Aucoin, Blanche
Audet, Irine
Barrett, Vivian
Beaubien, Cecile
Biron, Anne
Boisvert, Gabrille
Bonin, Simonne
Bouthillette, Claire
Bulman, Mary Ellen
Brassard, G.prille .
Carpentiery RbsBe Alma
Ohicoine, Blanche
Chicoine, Irene
Cloutier, Amabilis
Cormier, Clara
Couture, Jeanne

P

Tool Finisher 64
Housewi fe 62
Unenployed - 2%
Retired Teacher oo -+ B4
Self-employed Contraotor & - 38
Housewite ) 5%
Student : 7o 21
Bookkeeper - ' 20
Engineer 65
Retired 7
Housewite p 63
Programmer analy t - ' Ay
Builder 31
Housewife 28
Auto Mechanic 27
Housewife _ 28
Dentist - . /2 e Bl
Housewife ' ) T 56
Private Investor %6
Housewife 35
Governess F s : 19
Night Teacher / 20
Student : 17
Student . 17
Toolmaker = 55
Housewife 58
Sales Manager 66
. At Home 69
U.S. Coast Guard 58
Retired 66
Housewifte , 47
‘Unemployed o 27
Teacher / g 28
Teacher S = e 24
Research Teacher 7 ° 24
Musician , 24
Grinder - - 4. L T 55
Housewife = - 26
Regeptionist 84
Official Driver 60
Retired 8L
Montessori Teacher 50
Retired 76
Seamstress Canadian _ o4
Co-ordinator (Seniorate) Canadian 61
Seamstress - Canadian 63
Teacher's Aid 65
* Musician | : 69
\Teacher ‘ 29
etired - ‘ iy
etired A\l Oanadian 83
Retired \ ‘ : 82
Retired X 84
Retired 7
+ -Retired = % 80
Seamstress T \e7
' NSRS



L

North iriwin Street con't.
Deshaies, ilaria
Durand, Marie
Desj: rdins, Gertrude
Fecteau, larie :
Fluette, Germaine
Fournier, Aline
Fournier, Lucienne
Gagnon, Marie Eva
Gaudreau, Magda
Girard, Lydia
Gr;g01re, Marie Louise
Grise, Bernadette
Guertin, Judith
Jalet, Frances
Kosowicz, Arline
Labranche, Rachel
Lacourse, Cecile
Luterriere, Alice
Lanoue, Rachel

~ Lapointe, M. Claire

Laramee, Maguerite
LaRue, Marle
Lavoie, Jeannette M. (Sr )
Leblanc, Albertine
Lemaire, Rhea 54
Levasseur, Beatrice:
Marcoux, Irene
liessier, Camille
Morin, Cecile
Nadeau, Aurere
Nadreau, Diana
Palmerie, vivian
Parent, Doris .
Payant, Anne WMarie
Pelletler, Jacqueline
Poirior, marguerite ;
Proulx, Eudoxie
Provencher, Alma
Richard, Claire
Soucy, Patrice
Richard, Claire
Therrien, Lydia

| Turgeon, Regina

~ Leonard, mildred F.

- Dickson, Glenn N,

Dickson, Wanda E.

McCann,y Peter H. - -

McCann, Gail

O'Lari, Andrea L.

Oarlson, Larry O.

Burke, James M. Jr.

Hein, Robert w. .

Hein, Jane R.

Hein, Linda J.
Hein, Janice M.,
Hein| Donald k.

Retired
Retired
Sprirtual Advisor
Retired
Retired
Retired
Retired
Retired
Retired
Retired
Seamstress

~  ——————-Nurse's Aid
Student TT——-

Secretary
Cook = =

Nurse's Aid

Seamstress
Student
Retired
Coordinator
Retired
Retired
Provincial Superior

L4

. Retired

Retiread.

. Secretary

Retired
Retired
Retired

Canadian

Canadian

Provinecial Treaeurer

Retired

. Cook

Local Treasurer
Retired ’
Reg. Nurse

.Housework

Retired

Retired

Retired :
Student /
Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired
Landscaper

~ Housewife
-Selt-employed

Canadian

Canadian

\secretary & Ranfal Agant
§ ce Pres. Bupply 0o, . !

employed

ipment . Inaﬁaller -

Broker /1
ousewite
Student ,
Waitress - 7
Unemployed



i ‘ 10,

L}

Noil: wiin Street chu't. ;
‘ry.nt, stuart K. Machine Desifner s +H
3y ne, fmory Ivohne Housewifle & Real wnstule Broker 07
Caraiody, John T.! Be Neurosurgeon = W ¢/ 70
Crraody, Jouin K, ‘Housewife - 6%
Elliot, Lxton E.|Jr. $3alesman - - 26
Ellict, Lynn m. Secretary - w ; &5
Limeburner, Riclprd Student : - »0
Limeburner, J. Karen ' Teacher - _ 25
Bryant, Albert RRy Carpenter : ' 80
Bryant, Richard N. , Carpenter ' " 49
Gould, Ernest M.} dJdr. ; Forest Economist ¥ 57
Gould, Anna B. Housewife _ 55
Berry, William I} Jre. Surveyor : 32
Berry, Katherine Order Clerk - 32
Lyford, Walter E Soil Scientist 66
Lyford, Joy P. Housewife ' . 63
Lee, David R. Capbot Researcher ' 31
Lee, Carole nm. Housewife - : AL

Tomlinson, R. Barry Prof. of Botany British(U.K.) 43

Lovern, llelen E.

Housewife

Tomlinson, Elizabeth A. Housewifte British(New 323
, ) : Zealand )
Mattmuller, Monita R. Lab. Tech. f swiss 27
_ Duntord, John - Computer Programmer LA
Duntord, Susan A. Research Fellow/ 29
Dosluszny, Usher Researcher ¢ - Canadian 28
Bowes, Bryan G. ! Cabot Foundation’~  Scotland - 43
Bowes, Ruth O, Housewife : scotland 40
Zimmerman, Martif H. Prof. of Forestry 49
Zimnerman, Elvira Housewife S5
"Zimmerman, Regula D. Student 20
Zimmerman, Barbara He | Student 18
Swan, John Marcus blologlst ' < 57
Robinson, Larry ! Ass't Highway Supt. ( 28
Robinson, Nancy ‘! | " Housewife 29
O0'Grady, John D. t : Pro. supt. Country GLub 42
O'Gr.dy, Eileen ] Teacher 40
- Cookman, Donald J.. Teacher - : 49
Cookman, Jveanne Il. Housewife & Student 48
Cookman, Christopher E. Self-employed - 20
WaLker, Robert S. Draftsman - © 44
Walker, Sheila J. Housewife 40
Kennan, Dana W. Jr. l.B.M. Supervisor pL
Kennan, Charlotte B. Teacher L o) 259
Upham, Charles F. . Retired 72
Upham, Cecelia R. " Housewite o4
St. Helaire, Edmund J. Property Nalntenance 4.0
St. Helaire, Frances I. Housewife - 58
St. Helaire, Theresa A ecretary 2L
8t. lelaire, Carol A. ffice Worker 19
St. Helaire, Edmund J. tudent ' 18
Burnham, Robert L. uck Driver 60
Burnham, Nancy L. Veternarian Ass't. ~ el
Lovern, Wilbur R. Inhalation Therapist A4



i

{
Oliver Strect !
Dug,l.l., .n.a('l‘ 'TCIICE .o
buell, Carien D.,
Bueii, Harry C.
Buell, Ruth W,

New Salem Road s
Baldwin, william E.
Baldwin, Maybelle M.
Knox, Gayla A.

Pat Connor Road
Wallace, Margaret A.
Wallace, Elizabeth A.
Wallack, Robert M.
Wallack, Barbara E.

Phillips Drive
Smith, Plilip Wheaton
Smith, Beverly L.
Smith, Virginia A.
Jones, John P,

Popple Camp Road
LaPointe, Shirley M.
LaPointe, Martha A.
LaPointe, Rita C.
LaPointe, Leona M.
LaPointe, Leo J,
LaPointe, Shirley P.
Preble, IFrances -J
Dexter, Katherine T.
Gotorth, Patricia L.
Weidlich, Wayne H.
Weidlich, Sandra K.
Ellicty thon L.
1?J__l.lo’c“’ Patricia E.
DeJacKome, Ronald B.
DeJackome. Charlene W.
Costa, Lawrence J.
Costa, Kay C.

Page, Marc T.
Eilliott,Wayne E.
Elliott, Helen K.
LaPointe, Paul N.
LaPointe, Ruth A.
Morris, Richard J.
Morris, Arleen V.
Faulkner, John R.
Iaulzner, Susan C.
O'Brien, Russell G.
O'Brien, Frances k.

Quaker Drive
Knapp, Allen E. Sr.
Knapp, Helen C,

Teacher
Homemaker
Self-employed
Housewife j

Dump Keeper -
Housewife
Telephone Operator

-Clerk & Bookeeper

Secretary
Newswriter
Teacher's Aid

Maintenance

Cook

Nurse's Aid
Machine Operator #

Secretary -

Secretary & _ o

Secretary
Student
Police Chief
Lab. Tech,
Retired

'‘"Housewife______

Technician - e
Research Fellow
Secretary ‘
Custodian «

Dog Groomer for Vet,
Construction Worker
Housewife ‘
Grinder -
Housewife
Woodworker -
Maintenance Tech.

" Household Starf-Brandon

Salesman - [

‘Housewife

Plumber

Housewife

Sander

Housewife

Conservation Asst. Fr
Office Work . ¢

Caretaker ~— |
Housewife

Ll
952

30

62

55

(STICHETINY
Q0 ~J\I~J

|
|
£e

-~
#



|
W |

Roube | 7122 |
Skiuner, Zenjamin W,
Sxinner, ova-Rae
Robinsen, Ch-rles E.
Robinson, Ruth B,
Robinson, Dana |
Hobinson, Susan E.
Gudheim, Arne R. Jr.
Gudheim, Emma W,
Yonkers, George W.
Yonkers, Mary C. _ |
Buck, John P, |
Buck, Brenda B. i
Young, Rudolph B, |
Young, Patricia H,.
Young, Suzanne H,

Russell Road '
Cooley, Dwiht-As —
Cocley, mMarjorie L.

Thompson, Donsld—A+—Sr.

Thompson, Carole J.

Shaw Road
LaPointe, John L.
LaPointe, Norma C,.

South Main Street
Anderson, Carl V.
anderson, Celeste U,
Bull, George V. Jre.
Bull, Dale S.
Egenoerg, John L.
Egenberg, Nicole S.
Kuniholm, David A.
Kuniholm, Olive R.
Kuniho.l.m, D'*_Vid. Ao JI‘»
Kunihoim, Donna IL.
Gauthier, Alrrea
Gauthier, Mary G.
Gauthier, Alan C.
Barnes, John W. |
Barnes, Cynthia K.
Nicholson, Richara P.
Kicholson, Mariec [K.
voolidge, Hosamona C.
Cooliage, Ruth Mﬁ _
Anastas, charles i,

Anastas, Betsy Ann L.

Correa, ilichael Al

Francis-Correa, Bprbara A,

Bowes, Grepgory R.
Bowes, Bl:unche MJ
Johnson, Arnold N
Johnson, Rhea A,

_—

Manager of Hardwarc Store /7

Hous:wife . o
Herdsman = 44! i
Housewife & Teacher- 2.
Student

Gtudent

Chemical Engineer
Housewife
Caretaker
Graduator
Foreman

Housewife

Staff Engineer —

Housewife

" Retired

f(' .‘:

Laborer

' Machine Operator

Carpenter -, e
Student - b

Contractor
Housewifte

Retired

Housewite : :
Paul Revere Ins. Co. -
Secretary

Vice Pres. & General Manager-u-

Housewite , »
Manutacture Sales Rep., I
Housewite ‘
Mecnanical Engineer - W
Teaching Fellowship ‘
Salesman - % .
Housewite -

Laborer - g

Retired ‘

Secretary

Jr. N.R.O0.T.C. Quabbin Reg. . /°

Housewizle

Retired

Typaist ~ A4

Teacher

Teacher's Aid

Antist -

Tegcher's Aid -
Dircctor ot Art Dept.- *
Retired _

Antique Dealer

Housewife




South Sbrect

(= )
Nelson, Zavrence' L.

Nelson, Xdna i
Kelson, qui H
Nelson, Nancy

Aot

Lexare, DOHlu N.,
Le$1re, Jeuznine ile

Cunnin:ham, William B.
Cunningsham, Delm& A.
Nelson, Leah H.

Mitchell, Gord
" Foster, Edmund

on: B,
E,

Foster, Helen D.!

Barnes, Roland

Barnes, Jacqueline M.

S,

Cogley, Richard

Cooley, Mary

King, Gllbert

King, Myrtle E
Lawson, Floy F
West, Peter V,
Vlest, Grace L.
Britt, Lester
Britt, Mildred
Glenn, Everett

Glenn, Eleanor:

Hallberg, Carl
Hallberg, Edit

Corey, Roger L.

Corey, Barbara
Corey, Roger L

Spring Street
* DNelson, Ebba H

Me

ol

.

M

G

h‘y.
L

Al

. ?r.
]

Y |

Johnson, Louise .

Sunset Lane

4

Gllbert Jeffery: D.
Gilbert, Bethel |
Hall, Raymond L., :

Hall, sSylvia L
Myers, Scott G.
Servheen, Rita
Kniley, John C
Kniley, Vonder
Brown, David C

ay
M,
e
S.

}

Brown, Allison B}

Riley, Susan @

Tom Swaup Road
Burrage, Cora

|
A,

Allen, lrone A+ )
Allen, Roger Jr.
Rice, John M. | °
Rice, Jane S.

Cross, Wilton

|
|
|
5 |'
;lu
|

-
Ll"

1

e « dT

Toolmaker = !
Teacher /

. Student

Teacher

Machinist = /¥ B

Housewife

Retired

Housewife
Housewife and Cook

" Woodsman

Retired
Retired .
Student -4
Teacher '
Laborer

‘Housewife , English

Custodian
Housewife
Retired
Draftsman
Housewife
Flute Grinder
Housewife
Machinist -
Housewife -
Retired
Teacher
Engineer

()
v

Tutor

Student

Housewife ,
Housewife - ¢

Attorney
Social VWorker -
Maintenance -~
Housewife
Unemployed
Housewife
Editor-Parachutes Inc. ¢
Artist - 7/
Vice Pres.ﬁoi—Englneerlng
Housewite
Self-employed
\

ousewife

usewife 3
Security Officer-
Crater S
Mail Clerk .
Book Dealer - [

AR O o3
0 0\ PO~




Abbobt, Cirel A.
Lord, Edith M,
Smith, Kothryn Cgq
Smita, Charlene X,
Cobb, Hazel E.
Marsh, Fredrig A
Ilarsh, Edythe =.
Perkins, Robert .|.
Perxins, Monika !
Gross, Predericlk|ii. J1.
Gross, Sandra Y. |-
Kirousis, Charlczg
Kirousis, Linda T.
Tate, Gordon .’

Tate, Florence i.]
Haines, Delight 1
Haines, Frances e
Lamb, Eleanor N.'
Balmos, Brock T, ! .
Balmos, Christine A.
Lawb, Herbert N, Jr.
Laub Thelma M.
Ew1ng, Gladys T, °
Hannus, Laura C, :
lMazur, Ronald M. . -
Mazur, Joyce M. .’
Mazur, Michal J. |
Marsh, Earl W.
Marsh, Olive B.
Nault, Onesime E.:
Nault, Charlotte E.
Bartus, Richard N,
Bartus, michaele L.
Upham, Clitford E.
Upham, Julia C. !
Preble, Ruth H., !
Barnes, Bernard H. Jr.
Barnes, Ethel L. |
Amidon, Jennie A.
Moriarty, Rlchardiw.
Moriarty, Ellen G.
Goodsell, Carolyn' W,
Siccardi, Barth L.
Siccardi, Martha F.
Torrey, John G. |
Torrey, Norah J. ,
Marton, Geza ‘
Myeke, Janet J.
Lavigne, Ronald L,

i

I
i
]

llousewife & Bool D:aler ( e

Toolmaker-forcman - ¢ _ 44
Housewife : Sl
Chipper - e
Dental Secretary ' 40
Retired - 77
Clerk i o 63
Office Worker - " _ | 21
Tencher { g 65
Desicn Draftsman : o = A7
Tﬁu"LWlie i e
Phototype Foreman - ! -~ 95
locusewife 2Y
_——+7industrial Engineer “ 29
ilousewife 29
leadmaster-Brandon School _ GLS
‘Tousewife © 23
iinister f ' - 5%
"Housewife . . 58
Librarian - ' - 57
Editor - Needle Artist - '~/
Housewife - 81
Machinist ‘ 24
Office Worker oo .« 24
Draftsman T 50
Housewite e 50
Housewife o : ‘ s
Retired 80
Minister | S
Teacher 8o ' 4%
Student .18
Retired .~ 62
Housewite & Teacher - | . .70
Architect w ol ' 4]
Housewite - . 39
. Truckdriver o s s 38
Housewite : AL
Machine Operator _ - 50
Assembler ‘ , 47
Housewife . 8%
Farmenr / o L4y
Personnel Director -~ ™ - 42)
Housewite IR e e UB8
‘Programmer Analyst : SN & Bl
Housewifte o 46
Retired Artlst e D 86
Retired : ey -
Ratired ' 46
Cabot Prot. Of Botany ( - 54
Housewife _ : 52
Selt-employed - ! - 47
Inventory Key Puncher ; 24

Student ‘ | -



(')’

)

........ ) I :

LSS UCey eVl
2 y Gabrie !l o
Recous, Anna -,
Lesire, Sidne
Lecare, Penel.
Rovinson, Davi i
dobinson, Lueli: '],
Robinson, Brian ..
Johnson, Janes E.
Johnson, Adrian D.
Piazza, Joscph M.
Piazza, Daron S. -
Marsh, Kenneth R.
Marsh, Elizabeth C.
Johnson, . Russell
Johnson, Irene R.
Patterson, Lawrence J.
Patterson, Yolanda A.
Nickless, Richard L.
Nickless, Barpara M,
Nickless, David .
Nickless, Nancy A.
Russell, Clarence N.
Russell, Mabel L.
Caouette, Richard A.
Caouette, Doris O.
Russell, William J.
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' A Study of the Management of Change

by

The Petersham Growth Policy Committee

lMembers: Larry Buell, Planning Board; Charles Perkins, Selectman;
Marianna Berry, Eoard of Health; Delight Haines, Historic
District Commission; Ernest Gould, Conservation Commilssion:
At Large: William Berry, Jr., Carolyn Cameron, Roper Corey,
Barbara Nickless, Peter 'Jest, Chairman.

Responsibility: Charged by law to develop a local growth policy statement;
to hold hearings in the process of developing that statement;
to review and comment on the statements and reports developed
by other participants under the Act; and, as desired to pro-
pose revisions, etc. to local by-laws or ordinances in order
to promote the objectives of their policy statement.

Background: ~ The Growth Policy Committee has prepared the following sketch
of Petersham as a springboard for a discussion with our
‘neighbors about what we all want to see happen to the town
and how we can manage that kind of change.

Population

After the towu was granted in

1733, settlerz cane in ever in-
ereasing nunbers and population
increased fairly siecuadlly for szbout
100 years. Throuzhout most of this
period, Peter=ham gainad an average
of 27 people a year uvntil 1600 when
a peak of 1794 wau reached, Sef-
ting off Dana czused a dxap Jn 1810
but growth continued uuniil 1240
when it suddenly ceased and a rapid
decline followed fnr 30 years.
Population "bottomed out' in 1920
and grew slowly at an average gain
of 5 people per year for the next
25 years. After World War II,
growth doubled to about 11 geople ¢
about 14 per year.

Land Use

Initially, Petersheam gis lgolat

unto itself" on a subsistotc: faim,

phase, averaging about 90 =cins 2 wear
turn of the century, however, voszds wr
built up a demand for famm prcluce so prizes
outward. Without artificial fertil:lz
farmers could do was clear more lund
250 acres a year were cleared as farming expanded to
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pression and people gave up.

Many took factory jobs while

others moved west and the de-
cline of Petersham's agricul-
ture began.

By mid-century some city
people found Petersham was
cooler in the summer than Bos-
ton, Providence or New York and
they started to vacation at the
Nichewaug and eventually bought
up many of the old farms for
summer homes. A large part of
the town was bought by MDC to
aafeguard Quabbin water in the
mid 20's which effectively
stopped growth to the west.

Roads and autos, however, continued to improve so that daily commuting to work
in nearby towns became feasible by the late 1930's and commonplace in the 40's.
Petersham entered a new phase where the land, which by now was largely forested,

became valuable mainly as a pleasant and private place to live,

By the 50's

all the repairable old houses were fixzed up and newcomers had to start build-

' ing.

Since 1970 the selectmen have given 33 building permits; a few for camps
and remodeling, but mostly for homes.

Enployment
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&4 oumbar of these use their homes

as headquarégrq for selling gouds and services over a
Two thirds cf our neighbors commute, 2nd
three quarters ¢f these work somcwnere along route 2

tetween Boston and Greer©ield, mostly in the Athol:
rest commute over route 122 to Baire and YWorcestey.
in a zone from Erving to Gardner and gouth to Worcester are critically impo

-Orange arca. Most of the
Employwent opportuniflrs

tant to Petershanm residentb who loe’ outward for their 1livelihood and 1nm;wd
for living space
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Summary

So, Petersham has survived great change, but has always managed to main-
tain its rural character. First, a hundred years of farm expansion and pros-
perity until three-quarters of the town was open farm land followed by about
a hundred years of farm decline and hard times, Farmers moved out and then
summer people bought in, but finally commuting became a way of life. The towmn
is now 85 percent forested, just about back to pre-colonial times. !MDC has
special powers to utilize the Swift River and to regulate sanitary conditions
in 80% of the towm, a fact of some long term importance. Today about 2500
acres are speclally protected wetlands or are owned by public or quasi-public
organizations not likely to develop their land. About 500 acres are already in
houselots, leaving about 15,000 acres of potentially developable land. After
allowing 15 percent for roads, we have room for about 8000 more 1 1/2 acre
houselots, or about 24,000 new residents. The land is there - what shall we
use 1t for and at what rate are we likely to need it?

What may the future hold?

1. At least 1/3 of Petersham 1. At least this much land is held by owners
will remain undeveloped. for open space uses.
2, In addition, a lot of wet and steep land is
not suitable for development.

3. Conservation easements cover some land.
2. Industry and business ex- 1. Lack of central water and sewage excludes
pansion in town will be large water consumers.
limited, 2. Strict pollution control in Quabbin water-
shed will discourage some others.
3. Most residents will com= 1. Insufficient in-town jobs.
mute. 2. Good roads make travel easy.
3.4 Car travel likely to continue in spite of
- fuel shortage.
4., Commuting area will be - "+1l. Highways in new directions seem unlikely.
stable. 2. Only major change likely in making 122 into

a divided highway at some future date.

5. Taxes will be moderate 1. Central water and/or sewage not needed.
as long as: 2. Part time police and fire protection is
adequate,

3. Education facilities remain adequate,
4. Road construction and other services stay
at present levels,
6. Slow population growth .~ . 1. Result in 5-10 new single family houses a
will: year buillt ca exzlsting town roads.
2., Puabecbly have a mix of values, family
gizes and incomes,
3. be likely if jobs in commuting zone are
stable ov grow o:ly slowly as in the past.
7. Past population growth 1. most likely follow rapid increase of jobs
will: in commuting zone or shortening of travel
gime that expands coumuting zone,
2y ﬁiaqlt in subdivisions before present roads
are built up,
3. call for more public services sooner,
4, can raise taxes enough to exclude low and
moderate income residents.

-

We all have some control over the kind of change that takes place in Peter-)
si:am. The questions we need to clarify are what kind of town we really want,
and how we can increase our chances of getting 1t?



To be used in preparing a
Local Statement of Growth Problems and Priol:ities

In accordance with
The Massachuseits Growth Policy Development &ct
Chapter 807 of the Acts of 1975

Prepared by
The Office of State Planning

In cooperation with _
The Special Commission on the Effects of Growth Patterns A
on the Quality of Life in the Commonwealth \

January, 1976




\

\ «

The preparation and publication of this document was financed In part through
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

STATE HOUSE ° BOSTON 02133

February 2, 1976

Dear Local Growth Policy Committee:

The enclosed questionnaire is to be used by Local Growth Policy Commit-
tees in preparing their "Statements of Local Growth Management Problems and
Priorities." These are called for by the Massachusetts Growth Policy Develop-
ment Act under which you came into being. The Office of State Planning prepared
this questionnaire, in cooperation with the Wetmore/McKinnon Commission.

We believe that this questionnaire provides your community with a unique
opportunity to describe the major growth-related problems and opportunities con-
fronting your community and to make specific recommendations to address those
issues. From the State's perspective, we are hopeful that you will use this
opportunity to tell us how we can make state laws, programs, and policies more
effective in helping you to achieve your community's goals for the future. From
your own viewpoint, this questionnaire might be utilized as a vehicle to open
discussions on these important issues, and perhaps, to begin to build consensus
around a specific course of action in your community.

We greatly appreciate the time and energy which this process will require
and hope that you will see it as worthwhile. At this time, it appears that at
least three-quarters of the communities in the State will form Local Growth
Policy Committees. On that basis alone, there appears to be overwhelming in-
terest in growth-related issues. We hype this translates into unprecedented

participation in the formulation of g ;wth policies for the Commonwealth.
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The following questionnaire provides a format for preparing a local "Statement of Growth Manage-
ment Problems and Priorities" by your Local Growth Policy Committee, in accordance with the Massa-
chusetts Growth Policy Development Act (Chapter 807 of the Acts of 1975). By filling out this

questionnai

re, your Committee will be making such a nStatement.” |f your Committee so desires, it

may add any additional material to this questionnaire.

There

1.

10.

are a few things you should keep in mind when £111ing out this questionnaire:

Answer the guestions for the most part out of your heads, in your own words, based on
what you know about your community, and on' your perceptions about its values. This Is
not in any way inftended as a "professional” planning exercise. The intention is to
get a sense of the attitudes of local officials and citizens towards the community's
growth problems and prioritles.

These guestions should not require any new data collection or elaborate studies of any
kind. |f any studies are now underway in your community, then so indicate; but don't
let +hat stop you from giving your impression as to where you are now.

Don't feel |limited by the questions, or by the spaces provided. |f you have any relevant
comments or suggestions to add, then do so. Use additional sheets wherever warranted.

Define what you mean as best you can, so that it will be clear to those reading your re-
sponse. Where you can, give some specific examples. Cite sources of available informa-
+ion where it will be useful fo others to know of ifs existence.

The multiple-choice questions (where you only have +o check a box) might be regarded in
part as a guide to some of the things which you might consider in thinking about these
issues.

Read through each part of the questionnaire before you start to fill it out. Some of
your comments on an earlier question might be covered by a later question.

Some questions may seem irrelevant fo your community, or unanswerable. |f they are,
just say so, and go on.

In answering some questions, you may feel that you don't really have enough Information
to answer accurately. In those cases, try to give your "hest guess" and Indicate the
lack of information. (If you wish, you can request technical assistance on any parts of
the questionnaire.)

In some cases, your Local Growth Policy Committee might not agree on a particular answer.
If that happens, then just indicate that "most members feel so and so..." or "some members
feel such and such..." or simply "we couldn't agree on one answer..." But try fo be as
definitive as you can.

Try to use the questionnaire fo start a dialogue within your community. Don't view It as
the final word on where you're going, but only as a starting point in talking about these
questions.
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LOCAL GROWTH POLICY QUEST IONNAIRE PAGE 1

INTRODUCT |ON

The structure of this questionnaire Is divided into four parts. The first part provides an
opportunity for you to describe what has been happening fo your community in terms of growth, de-
velopment, and change, and to outline the problems and opportunities facing your community. The
second part-1osks to the fufure, asking for your sense of ‘where "your community might be" headad,
and for.a description of what kind of future you would._like to see for your community. The Thlrd
part examines your perceptions of your community's role within the larger "region" (however you
want to define it) of which you are a part, and within the state as a whole. Finally, the fourth
part ask for a summary of your findings and recommendations.

Some communities may very well determine that their past growth and development has been satis-
factory, and presents no significant Issues for the future. That is certainly a reasonable response,

and a very valuable one as well. The Massachusetts Growth Policy Development Act Is Intended in
part to elicit from communities their sense of the potential issues, if any, which growth and devel-
opment poses for them. It will be important to learn how many communities feel that growth presents

no serious problems to be resolved, or opportunities which might be capitalized upon.

It should be noted from the outset that the terms "growth".and "development" as used through-
out this questionnaire are not intended necessarily fo mean poslfive growth or development. Non-
growth (or_nega?lve grcwfh) and areas wh”ch have not deveioped (or in which there has been‘dlsin-
vestment) may wellbe as’ 5|gn|f|can+ as the p05|T|ve growfh and ‘deVelopment’ which has ocdeurred.

S e a1 e

There is a separate "HandbOOk" dlsfrlbufed To aIIjLocaI Grow+h Pol icy Commiffees, explaining
procedures, suggestions on hearings, and various other aspects of the Massachusetts Growth Policy
Development Act (Chapter 807 of the Acts of 1975). Included in that "Handbook" s an explanation
of how your community can avail itself of "technical assistance" in this process, if your Committee
so desires. If you ‘have any questions on this or any other matter related to the Act, call the
Office of State Planning at (617) 727-8990. (The address for correspondence is: Room 2101, One

Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108.)

-
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LOCAL GROWTH POLICY QUESTIONNAIRE PAGE 1

PART |. YOUR COMMUNITY: FROM THE PAST INTO THE PRESENT

This first part of the questionnaire is intended to provide your community with the opportunity
to examine what has been happening to your community (and not just in it+) and to describe where you
are today. While the future need not be a simple reflection of the past, certain lessons hopefully
can be learned from the past. Furthermore, it may be necessary (or prudent) fo address issues
raised by past growth and development -- before attempting to anticipate future problems. (You
should read the instructions at the beginning of the questionnaire before answering any of the
various sections.)

1:1 General Description of Past Growth, Development, and Change: Describe briefly below what
has been happening (or not happening), in terms of growth and development, fo your commu-
nity over the last ten to fifteen years. This description might include things occuring
outside your community but which are significant to your community. The emphasis here
should be on merely describing what has happened; questions as to the effect which that
growth has had on your community will be coverad later. Consideration might be given in
this description to: population and housing growth (or non-growth); social and economic
changes; commercial and industrial development; changes in existing physical conditions
(e.g., deterioration or rehabilitation); transportation; recreation; conservation; agri-
culture; environmental protection; public facilities and programs; and whatever other facets
of growth have been significant to your community. For some communities, the growth which
they experienced during the 1960's was substantially different from that of the early 1970's.
If that was true for your community, please also comment on the extent and nature of the
recent changes (over the last 3 to 5 years) in your community's growth and development.

(Use additional sheets, as necessary.)

Population growth has been slow and erratic. 1955 - 60 we

lost 39, but in the next 5 years, we gained 100. Between 1965

to '70 we gained 24. Since 1970, we have probably gained another
30 to 40 people. Present population is around 1100.'

Petersham has about 24,000 acres outside the main Quabbin-
taking line. About 7000 acres is owned by public and quasi-
public organizations who are not likely to develop their land.
An added 2000 is water or wetland, on wetland not suitable for
development. This leaves about 15,000 acres of potentially
developable land. After allowing 20% for roads, this leaves a
potential 8000 1.5 acre houselots.

Full development is unlikely. Petersham is a bedroom town
where 90% of the workers commute by automobile to their jobs.
Most in adjoining and nearby towns where employment has been
fairly stable. Few drive longer distances to jobs in Worcester,
Boston, Greenfield, Amherst.

Although Petersham has a sizable number of wealthy residents
and professional executive types, it also has a large number of
blue collar workers, and a great many people who retire on their

social security alone. {

\




LOCAL GROWTH POLICY QUESTIONNAIRE PAGE 2

1:2 Factors Influencing Growth, Development, and Change: There are a variety of factors which
might have had a sianifcant influence on your commmunity's growth, development, and change
in the past. Some of these factors may have stimulated growth, while others may have
served to discourags or deter growth. A number of possible factors are |isted below.

Please indicate whether you feel fhat each of these factors either: (a) stimulated or
encouraged growth; (b) discouraged ordeferred growth; (c) had a mixed influence (encour-
aging or discouraging only certain kinds of growth, or growth only at certain locations);
(d) had no significant noficeable influence on growth; or (e) It is hard fo say what influ-
ence it has had on the community's growth. (Again, we are not yet asking you whether that
impact was good or bad.)

4=
- ®

B o To
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L= ; = 5 P = 5 ..9
Factors d5 B% got oo
AL (oA . . 00 ®wo X+ D & o
(Check one alongside each): SE =L =& OF de
Changing birth rates===—=e—-==-—=s=c=c=ec—m———co—cooer——c O=sss [Jore [ eeWf ey
Regional development patterns—---- —————— —— O-=== 0=~ —==- [0 ====[]
Development in neighboring communiti@s———--—=========---- O----®----0---—-0----Q
Lacal property ¥ax rates-——————---=s——as=ocmsemosoocooscs R----0----0----0O----0
Availlablility of water supply=——---F=s=s=ss=s==m=sc—co-==s O-=---0----0 ----X ----0
Availability of sewers--—-———==—===——————————==-==—=-—-————-- O----0----0 ----X ----
Availability of solid waste disposal facillties-=======—- O-==--0=----0----X1----0
Local zoning=-=====———-——=sm=—=————=—=—=——————————oooo— o O----g----K ----0-=-=--0
Local subdivision regulations=--------===========c——————c Oo----y----0----0----0
Availability of developable land-------==========-—--—-—= O----g----X1 ----0---—-0
Availability of redevelopable land or buildings---------- O---—-g-—---®W--—-0----0
Regional highway network-—-=—==--—-=======——————————=—------ X----g----0----0----0 .
Nearby highway interchanges ——== O-—==O=---5 ----0 ----0
Local street network-————=————=m—mmmemmeeee e e —ee [ === ====§] ———-O -==~0O
Rail roads . e ———————————— O----O----0 ----0 -——-%
Rapid transit services - ————— e O---=-0===--0 --—-0 ----K’
Character of local schools=—==——-======——————————mm——————- O----0----} ----0 ~=--0
Qual ity of other local services=--=----=--———=====—————-- O----0----K ----0 ~-—-0
"Character" of community s ®---—-0----0----0----0
"Character" of region-—=——————=====——--——oc———————————r e O----0----f ----0 ----0
Environmental quality of the community-----—-========-=—- M----g--—-0---—0 =0
Environmental quality of the region-- ——— -R--—--0----0----0 ----0
Recreational faciliti@s————====———==—=mmmeee—— e g----0----x ----0---- o
Preserved Open Space=———--———====--——-ssssmm——eemo————co = ----O -—--0----0 =---0
Socio-economic factors-—-===———====-===--———=—-——o-————=o- O -===h)====Cl====3f sa=(]
Cultural facilities——==—=====———————mmm e — e O----Oo---4 ————-0----0
Nearby shopping facilities===—=—=-—====—====—=—————m==—=- g----O----0---% ----0
Nearby job opportunities———--====-——====—-=——————-——e——— O----0--—-x% ----0 ----0
Labor fOrCe==mmmmmmmm——————— m e —————————— O----0 ----0 -—-=% ----0
Environmental regulations=——-—===--—————--—====—==c—=————- g----g ---—g ----0 ----0
Availability of health care——==-—========--————————====—-- O----0 =----% ----00 ----0
Other:__Quabbin = —=—-=s-e-mmmmmmemm e BB —=—0—0

Comments (if any):

1:3 Which of these factors has had the most significant influence on growth, development, and
change in the past? (List up to six.) Development of nelghborlng com-

munities; Local sub-division regulations; Local zoning; Regional

highwax network; Character . of community; Nearby job opportunities;
174 ich of these factors (from I:2) might be subject to change in the future, if any?

Development of neighboring <&ommunities; Nearby job opportunities;
Regional highway network; Awv ilability of developable land.
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1:5 Analysis of the Impact of Past Growth, Development, and Change: Based on the description
of what has been happening to your community, what would you say has been the overal| impact
of that growth, development, and change? Consider both positive and negative impacts, if any.
You might want to comment in particular on the impacts on: available opportunities, natural
and environmental resources, the "character" and identity of your community, the fiscal
costs and benefits, and any other significant impacts upon your community. Describe briefly
below the most important aspects of that overal | impact. (You will be asked to comment on
some of the more particular impacts on the next few pages.) -

Petersham has preserved its character as a pleasant rural
environment for living because its residents cared enough to adopt
zoning regulations; highways allowed a commuter town; jobs held
up in nearby communities; services have been adequate at a cost
low enough so a wide variety of people can afford to live here.
Public and quasi-public institutions preserve a great deal of
open space at no cost to the town.

1:6 The following list of possible concerns might have been impacted by past growth, development,
and change. |Indicate below whether these issues are of concern to your community, and if
they are, what the impact of growth has been upon those issues.

IR The impact has been------—-
i
i s
i € 15 3
; ! ® o ] o
Consider the impact of past g = = R = o
growth, development, and change : 8 ¢ E 32 o - 'c a =
upon the following (below): ' o @ 3 & Bxi % L e
H 3] ] (& cC— @ 0 o - o E
i = c L a mu om E a s £ 0
2 8 & = gEs 2 2F B EO
a. Available Opportunities: .
Jobs:  Constructicn=------——-mccomamaa_ O0-&%--—-®R--0---—-0----0---0---0---0J
Permanent: Blue-collar-———ee———-~ 0--R----®B--g----0----0---g---g---0
Permanent: White-collar--———=----- B-X — W =0~ 70060
“Housing: Lower-Cost———-—ccmcmmm 0-%----0--0--—0----0-—-F---0--—-0
Medium-Cost=--————————mcmmm O--Rg ----0--®x----0----0---0---0---g
O 0-®----0 - ----0----0---0---0--0
Elder|y-—---—mcommmmeee O-x----0--g----0--——-0---0---g---0
Families——=-——————cccmmmm 0--®----0--p----0----0---0-—-K---0O
Recreatlon————— oo 0-x----0--g--—x----0---0---0---0
ShOPp I Ng===— o= e 0-X----0--0----X----0---0---0---0
Other;: Health Services ---—---- 0--X----0--%----g----0---g---0---0
b. Natural and Environmental Resources:
Water quality-—--—-coemmmeo O0-- -=--R -~ 0---- 0--=~0---0-=-0 -—-0
Present available water supply-—-—-==-a=v O-%g-—-—R--0--—0--—-0---0=---g---0
Future water supply (that is, aquifers,
aquifer recharge areas, potential reser-
voir sites)=——=—eommmee . “®--0----0 -0--~-0--——-0---0 -~ --=-0
Wet lands—=—mmmo oo 0-x----% --0--—-0----0 ---0 === -=-0
Prime agriculatural lands—--——=—————eoee__ O-xX----0--0----0---—g ---0 ---g ---0
Open space, scenic vistas—————=——moeeaoo_ O-=4----0--0----0--—-§ =-=-0---0---0
ATF QUal T Hy—mmmmmm oo --% ~-0----} ~-0 ----g----U--=0 -—-0---0
Mineral resources (e.g., gravel, coal ==+ ~=g) ==~ —-q ----0 ----0 g --=-0---0
Wildlife habitats-—————memmee____ A-O-%---4g --O--—[ -0 -—-0 === -0
Floodplains ————————————————————————————— E= R -=0----0----0---g---0---0
Coastal areas, stream/river banks-—-———--- X ¥--Oo----0----O0---0---0---0
O hhe s e e ==l ===} s B0
c. Character and Identity of the Community--0 --R---=%g--O----O----0---0O --=O0---g
d. Fiscal Costs and Benefifts=~—=--—cooec——-- 0--g----0--g----g----0--—-0---0--%
e, Other: @ - 0--0----0--g----g----g---0---g---0

Comments: Fiscal problems are always of concern. So far costs

have stayed within the capability of residents to pay, but state
sharing is essential especially in education.

I
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1157 Would you say that the overall impact of crowth, development, and change has been (check one):
X Positive. O Negative. O Mixed. ONeutral. D No Impact. OCan't Say.

Comments: Impact on life style and human environment at a low
lgg:owm E»artﬂg tveral| impact seen as good or bad? That is, are there goals which past growth
and change has or has not supported?

By-laws have maintained community character - and growth
has been small and gradual.

1:9 Could any of the negative impacts of growth, development, and change have been avoided? Were
some of the negative impacts inevitable, or acceptable in light of other community goals?

Most problems will be in the future.

1:10 Residential Growth, Development, and Change: Describe the residential growth, development,
and change of your community over the last ten to fifteen years. How sizable has that resi-
dential development been? Has the rate of residential growth been higher or lower or the
same as that in the past? Has it been primarily single-family or apartments or a mix? Has
there been a significant amount of construction of seasonal housing?

Average 4 - 6 houses a year. Perhaps 1 seasonal. All are
single family. Only one or two trailers in town.

1:11  What has been the impact of that residential growth, development, and change? Consider in
particular the impact upon: available opportunities, natural and environmental resources,
the character and identity of the community, and the fiscal costs and benefits (as outlined
in Question 1.6). &

Not much to date. 1In 5 or 10 years there may be problems
if schools are outgrown or if area must be sewered.

1:12  Commercial Growth, Development, and Change: Describe the commercial growth, development,
and change in your community over the last ten to fifteen years. How sizable has that com-
mercial development been? Has the rate of commercial growth changed significantly during
the recent past? Has the nature of commercial development changed? Has recent commercial
development ‘been spread throughout the community or in only a few areas? What has happened
to commercial growth "downtown"? Has there been significant commercial growth in shopping
centers?

Practically nil.

1:13  What has been the impact of that commercial growth, development, and change? Consider in
particular the impact upon: available opportunities, natural and environmental resources,
the character and identity of the community, and the fiscal costs and benefits (as outlined
in Question 1.6).

Nil -

1:14 Industrial Growth, Development, and Change: Describe the industrial growth, development,

and change in your community over the last ten to fifteen years. How sizable has that indus-
trial development been? Has it been primarily |ight or heavy industries (or a mix}? What
kinds of jobs has new industry (if any) contained?
Nil. o
A\

1:15 What has been the Impact of that indughriél growth, development, and change? Consider in
particular the impact upon: available opportunities, natural and environmental resources,
the character and identity of the community, and the fiscal costs and benefits (as outlined
in Question 1.6).

Nil. :
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1:16 Existing Physical Conditions: Have there been significant changes in existing physical con-
ditions in your community (distinct from new development) over the last ten to fifteen years?
Has there been any substantial deterioration or dis-invesiment in existing structures? Has
there been any substantial rehabilitation or re-investment? |f so, please describe those
changes and their impact upon the community.

Nil.

1:18 Social and Economic Changes: Has your community undergone any significant social and/or
econocmic changes over the last ten to fifteen years? |If so, please describe briefly the
nature and extent of those changes and their impact upon the community.

Nil.

1:19  Development in Neighboring Communities: Has development or development-related activity in
neighboring communities over the' last ten fo fifteen years had any significant impact upon
your community? |f so, please describe that activity and its impact upon your community.

Nil. .

1:20 Conservation Efforts: Were there any actions taken by your community, or by some other level
of government, or by a private group aimed at conservation, which had a significant impact
upon your community? |f so, please describe those efforts and their impact upon the commu-
nity. :

Green belt along Swift River - but all changes will impact
more in the future than the present.

1:21 State and Federal Transportation Investments: Have state and federal transportation invest-
ments (highway and mass fransit) over the last ten to fifteen years had a significant impact
upen your community? If so, please describe which transportation investments and their im-

pact upon the community.

No. Could be very bad if Northwest Highway is put through
town. ;

122 Federal, State, and Regional Water and Sewer Investment Proaramsﬁ Have federal, state, or
regional investment programs for water supply or sewerage treatment over the last ten to

fifteen years had a significant impact upon your community? If so, please describe which
water and sewer investment programs and their impact upon the community.
Nil.
A ’
LY

1:23  Other State Investment or Requlatory Proqra*ﬁ: Have other state investment or requlatory
programs over the last fen to fifteen years had a significant impact upon your community?
If so, please describe which programs and their Impact upon the community.

Wetlands Act.
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Previous Steps the Community Has Taken in Response fo Growth: The fol lowing questions ask
you to examine some of the actions which your community has taken in response to the isssues
raised by previous growth, development, and change.

1:24  Zoning: When was the last substantial revision to your zoning done?Nov. 24, 1969
OCommunity does not have zoning (go to question 1: :28)and currently work:l.ng
- on addition.. - .z
1225 Does your presenT zomng bylaw or ord!nance |nclude any of the fol Iowlng (check as many as
yiare appropriate) s .1 i e 0L TEE L TG A o @ v e th P LR
e e P G e R U
X Flood plain provisions. O Phased or timed grow‘rh provisions,
O Cluster provisions. O Transferrable development rights.
O Planned unit development provisions. 5 Site plan review.
O Specific wetlands districtsor restrictions. O Specific restrictions near water bodies,
O Conservancy districts. rivers, streams, or coastal areas.
0O Other important provisions: O Agricultural land protection.
1:26  Does your zoning presently (check as many as apply):
O Allow apartments in specific districts. 0O Allow commercial development along major
#£ Allow apartments generally throughout the arterials ("strip" commercial develop-
community. ment).
O Allow apartments only on special permit O Al low commercial development only in speci-
(as an "exception"). fic well-defined areas.
O Not allow apartments. b3} Regardinf commercial development, other:
O Regarding apartments, other: on application & 1925 law.
% For most of the undeveloped land, allow O Have large undeveloped areas zoned for
housing only at very low densities industry.
(one acre or more per dwelling). O Have limited areas (mostly already devel-
O For a significant amount of the undevel- oped) zoned for industry.
oped land, allow housing at a medium ¥ Regarding industrial development, other:
density (less than one acre per dwell- none
ing). X Other key use requlations: revisions
R Regarding single-family developmen‘l' bes
eing worked on currentl
other: apartments in existing 9 Y
dwelllings

1:27  Has your community’s zoning been relatively successful In avoiding "detrimental" develop-
ment, yet allowing (or encouraging) "sound" development? Explain briefly. Cite examples
if relevan‘l‘.

Yes - no great demand

1:28 Subdivision Requlations: When was the last major revision to your subdivision regulations
done? 1963 ;

OCommunity does not have subdivision regulations (go to question 1:30).

1:29  Has your community's subdivision regulations been relatively siccessful-'in’ avoidlng’ ndetrit!
mental" development, yet allowing "sound" development? Please explain briefly; cite examples
if relevant. ;

Yes - no applications

1:30 Open Space Acquisition: Has your community purchased any significant amounts of open space
lands? |f yes, briefly describe the types and amounts of land acquired. Has your community
considered or acquired any "conservation easements" or "development rights" (not actual
ownership, but restrictions on development)? Was any state or federal aid used for any of
those open space acquisitions?

Conservation easement - Swift River
So far no Purchased land. Aquisition by gifts.

1:31 Historic Preservation: Has your community established any historic districts or taken other
actions aimed at historic preservatiopn? |f so, please describe briefly.

Yes - center historic digtrict - various historic sites

and archeoligical features.

1:32  Urban Renewal: Has your community undertaken any urban renewal activities? |f so, describe
briefly.

No
1:33  Have there been any other actions taken by your community to prevent/discourage negative LY

growth, dis-investment, or the deterioration of existing development? If so, please describe. '~

No
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Previous Steps the Community Has Taken in Response to Growth (continued):

1:34 Comprehensive Planning: Has your community undert=ken any comprehensive planning efforts
in the recent past (e.g., a "master plan")?

OYes, recently completed, date: X1 Continuing, ongoing comprehensive
(Attach, if relevant.) planning effort.

OYes, but not updated in recent past. . O No.
Last done: O Other:

O Comprehensive plan now underway.

1:35 Planning Staff: Does your community have professional planning staff (check one)?

OYes, full-time. (Number: ) OYes, part-time. 20 No.

Has your community utilized planning consultants (check one)?

OYes, on an ongoing basis. KYes, intermittently. 0ONo. O0ther:

1:36 Have the comprehensive planning studies and your professional staff (if any) been effective
in influencing decisions made by your community, or in some other respect? Explain
briefly.

Can't say - too early

1:37

Other Local Actions: Have there been any other significant actions taken by the community

in response to the issues (or potential issues) raised by growth, development, and change?
If so, explain briefly below.

Trailer by-law, 1% acre zoning, protect unsewered nature of

town, scenic roads, town voted down a proposal to have a specific
contained industrial area.

1:38

1:39

How would you rate the overall effectiveness of these local responses (oufiined above and on
the previous page) to growth-related issues (check one)?

¥ Relatively successful as a whole. .

O Successful in some areas, less successful in others (please explain below).
ORelatively unsuccessful.

ONo significant effect.

ONo particular growth-related issues for our community.
OCan't say.
0O Other:

Comments:

What have been the major reasons behind what your community has done (and hasn't done)
in the past to control growth and development? (Check as many as apply.)

O Existence (or lack) of professional planning staff.

O Concern for permitting only those uses which would have a positive impact (that is,
lower) the local property tax rate. ¥

3¢ Environmental concerns.

% Concern for allowing individuals to decide the "best" use for their own land.

0O Economic development.

O Social values.

O Availability of money to achieve desired goal.

X Efforts to maintain the "status quo" relative to other nearby communities.
X Preserving the "character" of the community.

O Restrictive state laws. \
O Lack of sufficient state laws. ;
0O Other: \

Which of these has been most important?

"Status quo"
"character" .
Individuals to decide the "best" use of their land.
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1:40  Problems and Opportunities Presented by Past Growth, Development, and Change: What are
the major problems and opportunities posed by the growth, development, and change of the
last ten to fifteen years, as far as your community is concerned? List up to six of each:

Probl ems Opportunities
. Plan & maintain rural rds.!. _Usi land for education
2- Waste disposal -~ - - - 2. "Character"
'3 Local employment ~ 5.

4. School 4

- - 4 o da o

1:41  For each-of the:pfoblems ard oppoﬁfunlfles |isted 'above,’ is there something which can be
done to resolve the problem, or to capitalize on the opportunity? What could be done (not
necessarily should be done)? Who could do something (e.g., the public or private sector,
local government or some other level of government)? What would it take to get something
done (e.g., money, land, new local controls, new state laws, etc.)? Of the possible re-
sponses to these issues, are some better than others?

Problems:

1:Planning and assistance in designing rural roads.
% i ] S8 R
2:501id waste disposal suitable to rural needs.
3:More flexible regulation to meet the needs of non-sewered area.

s.Less state intervention & more state assistance.

5:More care in control of future commercial development.

s:More local input on state highway planning.

Opportunities:
‘Development of outdoor classrooms in natural history area.

2:Maintain character through zoning regulatlon & board of health

sanitation regulations.
3:Maintain present state of exlstlng areas.

4:Encouragement of open fields & atmosphere.
5:Continuous review of whats happening to our town.
\

6:Direct change in c'iessireas direction.

Comments:
Continuous overview of problems and opportunities.
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nN
F-

General Description of Expectations for the Future: Describe below what appears to you to

be most likely to happen fo your community over the next twenty years, in terms of growth,
development, and change. (We will call this the "most |ikely future" for your community.)
This may not be what you want to see happen, but it is what you expect to see happen (unless
something is done). In particular, comment on those aspects of growth which are likely fo
depart from the previous "growth trends.” You might include consideration of: residential
growth, commercial and industrial growth, social and economic changes, development in
neighboring communities, and so on. (You need only describe it here. You will be asked fo
comment on the impacts on the following page.)

Expect it will be an extention of past trends. As a bedroom..
town, we will depend chiefly on jobs in the surrounding areas. '
Although small business may come into town, rapid growth is un-
likely either here or in the neighboring communities. Demand

for housing will increase gradually - will likely be single dwell-
ings along existing roads.

In general it should be low cost expansion.

i

285 In what important respects could a range of things occur? Are there certain aspects of
the description above for which there are a wide range of possibilities?

The main variable might be the completion of the northwest
highway out of Worcester. This could bring increased commutexr
pressure, but perhaps most important, would have a disasterous
environmental impact if it cuts the town in half.

Rapid growth stimulated by the regional economy on transpor-
tation could lead to subdivision which will change the character
of the town and its tempo of change.

2:6 What are the most significant factors which might influence the future growth, development,
and changes to occur to your community?  Hew would those factors affect growth within the
range of things outlined above (see 2:5)W, Which of those factors are within the control (or
influence) of your community? :

Availability of jobs is the’chief variable beyond our control.
Hopefully we can influence new highway location. The advent of a
subdivision development could suddenly push growth beyond our
capability to service with present town facilities. Reduction of
State Aid could bring about a fiscal crisis. Perhaps the trend 8

to live in a rural area could have an impact. \
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General Description of Expectations for the Fufure: Describe below what appears to you to

be most likely to happen to your community over the next twenty years, in fterms of growth,
development, and change. (We will call this the "most likely future" for your community.)
This may not be what you want to see happen, but iT is what you expect fo see happen (unless
something is done). In particular, comment on fthose aspects of growth which are likely to
depart from the previous "growth trends." You might include consideration of: residential
growth, commercial and industrial growth, social and economic changes, development in
neighboring communities, and so on. (You need only describe it here. You will be asked to
comment on the impacts on the following page.)

Expect it will be an extention of past trends. As a bedroom...
town, we will depend chiefly on jobs in the surrounding areas. :
Although small business may come into town, rapid growth is un-
likely either here or in the neighboring communities. Demand
for housing will increase gradually - will likely be single dwell-
ings along existing roads.

In general it should be low cost expansion.

i

235 In what important respects could a range of things occur? Are there certain aspects of
the description above for which there are a wide range of possibilities?

The main variable might be the completion of the northwest
highway out of Worcester. This could bring increased commuter
pressure, but perhaps most important, would have a disasterous
environmental impact if it cuts the town in half.

Rapid growth stimulated by the regional economy on transpor-
tation could lead to subdivision which will change the character
of the town and its tempo of change.

2:6 What are the most significant factors which might influence the future growth, development,
and changes to occur to your community? How would those factors affect growth within the
range of things outlined above (see 2:5‘3 Which of those factors are within the control (or
influence) of your community?

Availability of jobs is thg chief variable beyond our control.
Hopefully we can influence new highway location. The advent of a
subdivision development could suddenly push growth beyond our
capability to service with present town facilities. Reduction of
State Aid could bring about a fiscal crisis. Perhaps the trend
to live in a rural area could have an impact.



LOCAL =20WTH POLICY QUEST|ONNAIRE PAGE 11

~N
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The Impact of the "MOST LIKELY Future": What would be the probable impact of that "most
likely future" (see question 2:4 on previous page) on your community? In particular,
comment on its impact on The community's assets and |iabilities (see question 2:1). Would
those ‘impacts be positive or negative for the community? What problems and/or opportunities
would that "most likely future" present for your community?

If we avoid financial crisis by gradual growth as a non-
sewered area, the nature of the town could be very attractive.
High cost development on unsettled roads should be avoided. We
should try to keep business development on highways where traffic
haz ards will be minimized, together with adverse impacts on
residential and agricultural areas.

I e R B e ol

Water quality will probably be protected by the town and
M.D.C. and the environmental quality of the town will be protected,
especially if a means of maintaining open land can be found.

2:8 Comment on (if not covered above) the overall impact of that "most likely future" on various
issues of concern fo the community (perhaps as outlined in question 1:6 on page 3), such as:
available opportunities, the character and identity of the community, natural and environ-
mental resources, and fiscal costs and benefits. Try to give some specific examples of what
you mean.

Growth is likely to be on remaining open. farm lands:unless
some arrangement is made to prevent it. The problem of providing
for the proliferation and/or expansion of small business in town
will continue as a focus of concern which can be treated by zoning

adoption, . . =

2:9 How would the community be able fo reascnably meet the "needs" of that "most |ikely" growth
and development, such as in terms of water supply, sewerage facilities, solid waste disposal,
schools, other public facilities, and so on? Would this be |ikely fo require some form of
multi-community ("regional") action?

Needs of slow growth can be met internally with the possible
exception of solid waste recycling.

- e~ — b = P e s i - . (¥ ¥ -

2:10 Would there |ikely be an appropriafe mix of. jobs and housing, .within or nearby fo the

community?

Could be, except for housing for the elderly.

2:11 Of the impacts discussed above, which are the most important? What is the "best" (most

positive) and "worst" things about that '\nost likely future"?

To maintain present status-ekentual financial stress as town
facilities are outgrown and our loss of character.

2:12 Would you say that the overall Impact of that "most likely" future for your community would

be (check one):

OPositive. ONegative. BMixed. ONeutral. ONo impact. OHard to say.

R et
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2:13 Rapid Growth Potential: Does your community have the potential for what you might consider
"rapid" growth?

B Yes (answer questions below). ONo (go on to question 2:17).

2:14 What would be the impact of that rapid growth were it to occur? What problems and/or oppor-
tunities would it present to your community?

Probably in the form of sub-division causing rapid rise.
Demand for public services.

2:15 What steps, if any, would your community consider to avoid or encourage that rapid growth?

String out subdivision control to insure high tax yield.

Development that will cover more of the added costs of government.
2:16 |f That rapid growth were fo occur, what steps, if any, would your community consicer in
response to the problems and opportunities posed by rapid growth? A '
Place limits on growth rate; tighten sanitation regulations,

tie up more land in non-development forms.

2:17  Negative-Growth Potential: Does your community have the potential for "negative" growth
or dis-investment?

HEYes (answer questions below). ONo (go on to question 2:21).

2:18 What would be the impact of that negative growth were it to occur? What problems and/or
opportunities would it present fto your community?

- Employment in commuter region could decline - thus stopping
growth.: . e BA i . LR I oA SRSl ol N BNEATE Amene

ot

2:19  What steps, if any, would your community consider to évB?H“%ﬁaT'ﬁégé+1@é'giaﬁ*h?
Encourage growth in nearby towns that are already interested.

Improve schools to better equip youth to move on and out.
2:20° If that negative growth were to occur, what steps, if any, would your community consider in

response to the problems and/or opportunities posed by negative growth?
See above.

2:21 Potential for Substantially Different Types of Growth: Does your Eommunify have the poten-
tial for a substantially different type of growth or development, relative to what has
occured in the past?

1 Yes (answer questions below). ONo (go on to question 2:25).

2:22 What would be the impact of that different type of growth were it to occur? What problems
and/or opportunities would it present to your community? ‘

Sub-division - no opportunity for industrialization, recreations,
division or other use of existing buildings, roads, second homes.

2:23 What steps, if any, would your community consider to avoid or encourage that different type

of growth?
Zoning - sub-division control laws.
2:24 1f that different growth were to occur, what steps, If any, would your community consider

in response to the problems and/or opportunities posed by such different growth?

Go to the town meeting. .

future? Describe briefly.
Quabbin recreation.

b
2:25 Are there any other contingencies or um*?ﬂalnfies which your community might face in the
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2:26  Zescription of "DESIRED Future": Given the range of things which could happen, what would
»2u like to see in terms of your community's future growth, development, and change? (We
w Il call this the "desired future" for your community.) In particular, how is this dif-
fzrent from the "most |ikely future" described above (see question 2:4)?

At first public hearing there was a unanimous desire to keep
the town: as it is. Rural, farmed, forested wisely. A bedroom
town with the largest possible houselots. To allow expansion
on a controlled basis. _ i

2:27  In what respects and for what reasons, is this "desired future" preferable?

There is a good balance of socio-economic people and a high
quality of living environment.
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2:28 Actions Necessary to Achieve "DESIRED Future": What kinds of actions would be necessary in
order to encourage the future growth, development, and change of your community to more
closely resemble the "desired future"? By whom? What would it take (e.g., money, land,
new laws, efc.)? In particular, differentiate between actlons by the community and actlons
by others? '

Mild regional job growth, careful development of transportation,
continued concern for protecting the natural environment. The
state's role is to provide the infrastructure and an appropriate

- business environment for discriminating growth for economic activity.

Also enable localities to plan their own destinys within the
state fremework which itself balances local, state and regional
needs.

2:29 Would your community consider multi-community ("regional™) actions to promote that "desired
future"? Under what conditions?

Yes. Only for those problems best solved on a regional, rather
than a local level.

2:30 What would you propose right now in order to move your community towards achieving that
"desired future"?

Planning.

-
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What mav the future hold?

1.

ko

5.

7.

Petersham.

At least 1/3 of Petersham
will remain undeveloped.

Industry and business ex-
pansion in town will be
limited.

Most residents will com-
musce.

Conmmuting area will be
stable.

Taxes will be moderate
as long as:

Slow population growth
will:

Fast population growth
will:

n
®

N ! W N
e o

2.
% B
\

\ e

We all have some control over the

The questions we need to

really want, and how we can increase

At least this much land is held
by owners for open space uses,

In addition, a lot of wet and
steep land is not suitable for
development.

Conservation easements cover
some land.

Lack of central water and sewage
excludes large water consumers,
Strict pellution control in
Quabbin watershed will discourage
some others. :

Insufficient in-town jobs.

Good roads make travel easy.

Car travel likely to continue in
spite of fuel shortage.

Highways in new directions seem
unlik@ly.

Only major change likely in
making 122 into a divided highway
at some future date.

Central water and/or sewage not
needed.

Part time police and fire protec-
tion is adequate,

Education facilities remain
adequate.

Road construction and other services
stay at present levels,

State does not make unnecessary
and costly mandates.

Result in 5-10 new single family
houses a year built on existing
town roads.

Probably have a mix of values,
family sizes and incomes,

Be likely if jobs in commuting
zone are stable or grow only
slowly as in the past.

Most likely follow rapid increase
of jobs in commuting zone or
shortening of travel time that
expands commuting zone.

Result in subdivisions before
present roads are built up.

Call for more public services
sooner,

Can raise taxes enough to exclude
low and moderate income residents.
kind of change that takes place in
clarify are what kind of town we
our chances of getting it?

e
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PART | |. YOUR COMMUNITY'S ROLE IN THE LARGER WORLD

T-e two previous sections have dealt with your community's past, present, and future. The
follow 1g section provides you with an opportunity to describe your view of your community's role
within the larger "region" (however you want to define it) and within the state as a whole.

A

Inter-Relationships Among Municipalities: Do you feel that development-related decisions
in neighboring communities could have an Impact on your community?

XYes.
ONo.

Explain briefly; give some specific examples -- both from the past and potentlally in the
future.

Schools

Industry

Transportation (senior citizens & commuters)
Solid waste

3:2 Similarly, is it Ilikely that development-related decisions In your community have had (or
might have in the fufure) an Impact on neighboring communities?

OYes.
T WO-

Zxplain briefly; give examples where relevant.

313 Are some of the problems and opportunities which your community faces affected by actions
in neighboring communities? (For example, is your water supply partially dependent on
watersheds or reservoirs in other communities?)

Mes. |
ONo. - - RGN s o os : . . S

Explain briefly; give examples where relevant.

n
¥ L

\

\
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Regional Inter-Action: FPlease give your Impressions (not data) as to how the residents and
activities in your community relate to those in other communities, as follows:

a. Do most residents work outside the community? Where? Yes; 50 mi. radius

b. Do employees in your community |ive elsewhere? Where? Very few

c. Where do residents shop?’Athol, Barre, Gardner, 50 mi. radius and further
d. Where do local shoppers come from? most anywhere

e. What about recreation? Do residents go elsewhere? Do others come to your community? Y&s8 =—

Yes

f. What about cultural activities? Some

g. What about educational activities? Some

h. What about health care? Out of town -

i. Are fthere other activities for which residents go elsewhere, or for which "outsiders" come
fo your community? Craft center, outdoor recreation, vacation here.
Museum, theaters, concerts etc. elsewhere.
Based on the above, how would you characterize the inter-action between the residents and
activities in your community relative to those in other communities?
Good to excellent.

35 The Regional Development Pattern: How is the future growth, development, and change of your
community related to the overall pattern and shape of development within the larger "region"
(however defined) of which you are a part? 3

Jobs
<

3:6 How would you define that "region"? )

Mostly Northern Worcester County and North Eastern Franklin Co.
Lud han
347 In particular, relative to economic development, what would be the impact upon your community

of the overall economic development of that "region"?

.§low.development could be advantageous. Fast deve lopm;ep‘]::,
~-Adisasterous. .. .. ..... . . Loz i

5\ . 0

- .- T R = f a
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Stared Responsibilities, Costs, and Benefits: Do you feel that there are issues which your
zzmmunity faces which are shared by some of your surrounding neighbors (such as, water supply,
zzwerage treatment, solid waste disposal, transportation improvements, efc.)? Similarly, are
tmere "regional" issues (such as, housing, economic development, air quality, public frans-
zartation) which your community would |like to see addressed regionally, with responsibility :
stared by the various communities of the region? Under what conditions would your community i
s-pport such regional endeavors? Has your community participated in inter-municipal or
rsglonal programs in the past?

N
{o2]

Efficiency , cost, and administration of public transportation, 1
solid waste, health services, municipal water supply, elderly
housing, schqols, public works, completion of RY #2.

3:9 Are there costs and benefits associated with growth and development which "spill over"
runicipal boundaries? |f so, give.some specific examples from your own experience. Would
your community support measures whereby those costs and benefits were morewidely distributed?
Lnder what conditions?
Yes.
M.D.C. places a constraint on development which is a good impact.
Costs of fire protection within the Quabbin should be better :
shared in reimbursement funds. ;
Franklin COunty Home Care Corporation (transportation of the elderly).

Education.

!

3:10 Dzavelopments of Regional Impact: Some recent land use legislation (such as the Martha's
Vineyard Act) has proposed special regulation for "developments of regional impact." Have
there been In the past or do you see the possibility in the future for such "developments of
regional impact" within the vicinity of your community? That is, are there any past or po-
tential developments which because of their character, magnitude, or location, could have a {
substantial effect upon the "health, safety, or welfare" of citizens outside the jurisdiction
of a single municipality? Give some specific examples if possible. Would your community !
support multi-community regulation for such developments? Under what conditions? i

Surrounding towns of Quabbin should have consideration and say on {
development or other use (recreation etc.) within the Quabbin. i

N
—

treas of Critical Planning Concern: Recent land use legislation (including the Martha's

Vineyard Act) has also proposed special regulation for "areas of critical planning concern.
Are there within the vicinity of your community some "“areas of critical planning concern" .

which might be subject to some special controls by more than one municipality? Some examples - S
might include: significant agricultural, grazing, and watershed lands; areas with unstable
soils; forests and related lands which require long stability for confinuing renewal; beaches
and dunes; significant estuaries, shorelands, and flood plains of rivers, lakes, and streams;
inland and coastal wetlands, marshes, or tidal lands; an area where uncontrolled developmenf
could result in irreversible damage to |$i:rTan+ historical, environmental, natural,

archaeological resources; or areas suitabke for economic develcpmenT achviTies, Would your
community support multi-community regulati®én of such areas? Under what conditions?

M.D.C. watershed towns might unite to keep the rural character of 5
the area. Multi-community planning might support the retention of
farm lands and open fields, but probably keep present operating

unit independence. \x
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s

3:135

3:14

>K 3:15

3:18

Statewide Roles and Responsibilities: Do existing state laws, programs, or policies have

a significant impact on the growth and development of your community? Of your "region"?

Of the Commonwealth as a whole? For the better or worse? How well does the State make its
laws, programs, and policies work? Which ones work well and which ones poorly? Give some
specific examples.

Wetlands law beneficial. .
Most laws and regulations do not apply to a town with a population
of 1000 - they lean toward a larger community. Since local par-
ticipation works well the state should allow techniques for man-
aging small towns by the people.

There are presently a varlety of state regulatory programs, including Chapter 774 (the "Anti-
Snob Zoning Law"), the State Building Code, the State Sanitary Code, the Wetlands Protection
Act, and others, which influence local decisions. |In addition, the Massachusetts Environ-
mental Protection Act (M.E.P.A.) requires a "report" on potential environmental impacts be-
fore the State takes any significant actions. Please describe one or two instances, if there
have been any, in which such programs have had particularly desirable or undesirable impacts
upon the growth and development of your community. (If you feel that a program has adverse-
ly affected your community, do you still feel that the program serves a legitimate larger
purpose?)

Wetlands protection is particularly desirable.

Need more sanitary code options for staying non-sewered.

Better solid waste laws attuned to small towns.

More technical support for local government activity.

The State has invested sizable sums of money for transportation, Including highways, rail
lines, and regional transit systems. What has been (and what could be) the impact of these

investments on your community, both in terms of growth and development, and in terms of
travel ing convenience?

More local input on state highways.
More local option on development of highways.
Standards for low speed roads and assistance in designing them.
Gﬂ'lt hﬁmeeﬂs«?@@%‘-ﬁ!ﬂ% Hﬁnp?é;aﬁﬁy tax has often been cited as a prime cause for many
of the effects of growth and development. Do you agree with this? If the tax system were
changed so that local property tax rates were less dependent on the local "property tax base,"
how would that alter development-related decisions made by your community?
Would greatly help if it didn't—erase local government in the
process,.
Agriculfural land has been declining throughout the Commonwealth at a substantial rate over

the last several decades. Do you see thisasa statewide concern? What sort of action by the
State would you support to address this issue?

Need something.

What other specific growth-related issues do you see as having particular statewide signifl-
cance?

Energy policy. Growth policy that identifies needs of development
and coordinates state inyestments to that end. Planning process
needs improvement, especially to insure appropriate level of

dﬁﬁ?‘ﬁ'@éﬂ?&ﬂé%af@ﬁ%&SQFLREJ&?T*(S\\gake it easier for your community to achieve itsgoals,

and to assist you in guiding overall gr§wth.and development? What old laws hinder your commu-
nity and what new laws are needed? Enabling legislation? Zoning? Economic development in-
struments? Growth management and land use? Housing? Regulation? Other?

Planning process that is responsive and multitiered.
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P

It is the opinion of the committee that small town government
should be allowed to make their own decisions, when applicable,
without state regulations. This does not however, mean that we
would not seek state assistance with specific problems.
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PART IV. SUMMARY

==sed on the above, please summarize below your growth management issues, policies, and

prioritizs, and add any additional comments as you see fit. (If any significant issues have not
been cc.ared in the above Questionnalre, you may attach additional background material in support
of your recommendations.)

~

=
N

a:1

32als/Objectives/Values: What are the major goals, objectives, and/or values which your
Zammunity feels should guide the future growth, development, and change of your community,
=% your region, and of the State as a whole?

Quality life for individuals should be maintained or enhanced in

a way that treats all citizens equitably, but is still efficient.
Include in quality of life - natural world, man-made world, and
social organizations, whereby people work together in business and
in government.

vz jor Growth-Related |ssues: What are the major growth-related issues (both positive and
rzgative) facing your community?

Jobs, transportation - planning - natural environment -
agriculture.

lssue Resolution: In terms of resolving or addressing the above issues, what actions would
22 necessary? By whom? What constraints are there in seeing those issues resolved?

1. Strict zoning by-laws to regulate growth.

2. There are important differences between urban and rural towns
and legislation should be applicable to them.

3. It would be helpful for the state to invest in a plan enabling
towns to plan, alone or together, their problems, local or regional.

Frogrammatic and Institutional Changes Proposed: Are there changes In existing programs
cr in existing Institutions (e.g., regional bodies) which would facilitate the resolution
cf those growth-related issues?

Tax base - planning procedures and financing.
A

\
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4:5 Additional Comments: Are there other findIngs made by your committee upon which you would
base recommendatlons (as outlined below)?

Not yet.

4:6 RECOMMENDATIONS: What recommendations would you make based on all of the above? Please
indicate priorities among those recommendations. Also indicate who should be' responsible
for following up on each recommendation.

See above

Lk Next Steps: Are there some specific "next steps" which should be taken in order to further

those recommendations? By whom?

~5




Additional Comments:
A1l our public agencies must be alert and effective to cope successfully with
growth whether it is fast or slow, positive or negative. lowever, goodwill,
intelligence, and efficiency-will not be enough without some new structural
changes designed to give towns and state agencles a new capacity to act.
Among the areas that presently nced attention are the following:

1. The town lacks a set of carefully thought out goals and a committee is
needed to make and revise them as required and to annually measure progress
toward them. Such a committee on goals and their achievement should report
annually to the town meeting and work with and parellel to the Finance Com-—
mittee in reviewing each year the town's operation and in responding to
articles in the warrant.

2. “Present regional planning associations are of little use to towns that

have no federally reimbursed projects. They are also too arbitrarily defined.
Towns should be encouraged to band together for planning in an ad hoc way as
mutual problems become apparent. Just as state aid to regional schools allows
towns to cooperate in any pattern that effectively solves their educations/
problem so aid in planning solutions to other problems like sewerage, solid
waste, recreation, etc. should encourage flexible planning units designed to
solve each problem in its own best framework of participants rather than the
single frame imposed by the arbitrary boundary of a regional planning asociation.

Under this new concept of flexible cooperative problem solving the present
regional planning office might become a pool of expertise where services could
be purchased by any set of towns struggling to solve a common problem. ¥or
example, Petersham might well associate with M.D.C., D.N.R. and all other
towns abutting Quabbin to plan outdoor recreation facilities. Another g-ouping
would be appropriate to regional solid waste treatment and a third group ing
might take common cause in planning highway developing and transportation
fprovenents; still another for public health and so on. As each problem
varies, so the area participants needed for its solution will change and
state policy should promete this flexibility.

3. It is apparent that the local property tax will not support an adequ.zate
educational system or transportation network. This fact is already recos—
nized and partially compensated by state subsidies which help towns meet
state standards. It appears that some further increase is nceded in scheol
aid linked with controls that promote local innovation and efficiency. The
state highway support is now so confused that not even the state Departm=nt
of Public Works is sure of the situation, to say nothing of the towns whe
neced more flexible aid with design and construction geared to local requiire-
ments. Rural areas, for instance, need help in designing scenic and ot'!her
roads for traffic at less than 30 M.P.H. The present highway support sy:stem
should be clarified and better rationalized to support community needs ass
well as it has supported county and state requirements.

i

L. The ideal situation woul{d be that the state confer with local
officials before planning new, highways and legislating rules of
regulations that have no bearing on the needs of small towns.
These unnecessary regulations not only complicate the runnimg 0
the town's business but also add unnecessary costs to the tazXpayers.

A\
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Petersham Development

The Growth Committee has prepared this thumbnail sketch of Petersham as a back-
ground for public discussion of what we want the town to be like and how we can
guide change in that direction.

Population

After the town was granted in 1733, settlers came in ever increasing numbers
and population increased fairly steadily for about 100 years. Throughout most of
this period, Petersham gained an average of 27 people a year until 1800 when a peak
of 1794 was reached. Setting off Dana caused a drop in 1810 but growth continued
until 1840 when it suddenly ceased and a rapid decline followed for 80 years. Popu-
lation "bottomed out" in 1920 and grew slowly at an average gain of 5 people per
year for the next 25 years. After World War II, growth doubled to about 11 people
a year and since 1970 has been at a rate of about 14 per year.

Land Use '
2000 | ReFer 3hcip |
14
Initially, Petersham was isolated, }prvlaf}plv
inward looking and every family ''lived |
unto itself'" on a subsistence farm.
Land clearing was slow during this
first phase, averaging about 90 acres C/o00 L
a year for a couple of generations. 2
About the turn of the century, however, )
roads were improved and the water power 2 i
towns built up a demand for farm pro- é?
duce so prices rose and Petersham began
to turn outward. Without artificial 0 . | ; i L )
fertilizers to increase production, the /200 1600 /19¢0 2000
only thing farmers could do was clear | Yeors
more land. This was done rapid-
aco0o0f fand Us e 07[‘7%7‘9-‘”-""'&*”’5 25,000 Ac, ly, and an average of 250 acres
& a year were cleared as farming
expanded to reach about 18,000
e - open acres in 1840. After that,
§ Forest low-cost produce from the west
i ’ started a farm depression and
/o000 L S— people gave up. Many took fac-
S§~ ' tory jobs while others moved
west and the decline of Peter-
E 5 sham's agriculture began.
= d
%E il “r By mid-century some city
o . A -4 ) b ! people found Petersham was cooler

] 700 | /800 1908 L2000 in the summer than Boston, Provi-
y ; ‘ dence or New York and they start-
€drs i ' ed to vacation at the Nichewaug

and eventually bought up many of the old farms for summer homes. Roads and autos
continued to improve so that daily commuting to work in nearby towns became feasible
by the late 1930's and commonplace in the 40's. Petersham entered a new phaseywhere
the land, which by now was largely forested, became valuable mainly as a pleasant
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and private place to live. By the 50's all the repairable old houses were fixed up
and newcomers had to start building. Since 1970 the selectmen have given 33 build-
ing permits; a few for camps and remodeling, but mostly for homes. ‘

E"V“"ﬁ @Axﬂbwrnlvm
Ordme A4 hol Mvim |l
@ @ i _Ga\r:lmf@;.’;fr%urq
Greenfielr 2
Where 538
prprshﬂm R?S’r’f’ﬂj‘j
wor k

Rutlard
hwlf£L"'
worceste
Employment
Plmer
BroohLield Today about a third of Petersham's residents work in
o f town. A number of these use their homes as headquarters
sprmqfﬂﬂd : for selling goods and services over a wider area. Two

thirds of our neighbors commute, and three quarters of
these work somewhere along route 2 between Boston and Greenfield, mostly in the
Athol-Orange area. Most of the rest commute over route 122 to Barre and Worcester.
Employment opportunities in a zone from Erving to Gardner and south to Worcester are
critically important to Petersham residents who look outward for their livelihood and
inward for living space. ,

Summarz

So, Petersham has survived great change. First, a hundred years of farm expan-
sion and prosperity until three-quarters of the town was open farm land followed by
about a hundred years of farm decline and hard times. Farmers moved out and then
summer people bought in, but finally commuting became a way of life. The town is now
85 percent forested, just about back to pre-colonial times. MDC has special powers
to utilize the Swift River and to regulate sanitary conditions in 80% of the town, a
fact of some long term importance. Today about 9500 acres are specially protected
wetlands or are owned by public or quasi-public organizations not likely to develop
their land. About 500 acres are already in houselots, leaving about 15,000 acres of
potentially developable land. After allowing 15 percent for roads, we have room for
about 8000 more 1 1/2 acre houselots, or about 24,000 new residents. The land is
there - what we shall we use it for aeﬂ at what rate are we likely to need 1it?

\

The most likely future for Petersham is probably an extension of past trends.
We will probably be able to protect the character of the town and our high quality
natural environment at a low cost. As a bedroom town we will depend chiefly oniiebs
in the surrounding area. Although some small business may come into town, rapid

Most Likely Future
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growth is unlikely either here or in the commuting zone. The region seems rather
stable and without some radical change many young people will have to move away to
find suitable jobs. In light of this, the demand for housing will probably in-
crease gradually. New houses will likely be single dwellings along existing roads
which are already plowed and have power, telephone and school bus service. We can
expect to average 5 or 6 a year for the next decade or so and the impact on costs
will depend mainly on the number of children to be educated. If new houses include
a modest number of second and retirement homes, we might just squeak out another 5
to 10 years without a radical change in town services or costs., More rapid growth
will bring the need for adjustment sooner.

i e B R R R S P R P T T T T

Thinking now about the future of Petersham what do you consider our major assets

and liability?

Assets:

Liability?
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