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Methods of research for witness or boundary tree data

Trees recorded as boundary markers in original property surveys (from
about 1717 to 1792) were used to describe the composition and
distribution of the forests of the central New England study area.

A review of the Proprietor's Record Books yielded the most information
on trees used to mark plot boundaries of a town's earliest land owners
and settlers. The detail available in these records varied from being a
descriptive narrative of lot boundaries, to individual lot maps, to town
plans with lot locations mapped out. Proprietor's records, if in
existence, are usually held in a vault at a town's Town Hall under the
Town Clerk's authority. In the case of a few towns, especially those in
Worcester County, proprietor's records have been microfilmed and are
kept in the Mass. State Archives (in the Mormon's Files), or have been
published and are available in town libraries.

Information on the earliest proprietors or settlers in a town is
available in town history books, which also often include reconstructed
or original maps of the settlements. This information was used look up
deed abstracts at the county registry of deeds. Though many of the
plots were traceable, witness trees were seldom used and only a small
amount of data were gathered this way.

A search of records from The Great and General Court at the Mass.
State Archives produced plan maps and boundary descriptions of grants or
purchases of land. As these were generally large tracts of land,
relatively little data were available from the court records.

Summary of Data by Town

Ashburnham (Dorchester's Canada)

Ashburnham Town Hall has the town proprietors' records from
1736-1839, Box number 864106. Vol. A-1, Proprietary Records 1736-1801
has records of Committees formed, votes, road repair, etc.

Vol. B-2, The Records of Ashburnham 1765-1801, has lots for soldier's
compensation and other grantees described, but not in detail and no
trees are mentioned. Also road layout is described. Andrew Wilder was
an original surveyor. The town was laid out in 80 acre lots with
additions of 40 acres. A sawmill was included in the original plan.

Stearns, Ezra S., History of Ashburnham Mass. 1734-1886., describes
seven original grants with maps from 1734-1771. It also lists original
proprietors and later owners of the lots through the first four
divisions. Copies of the relevant pages are included here.

The seven original grants and gbme of the early land owners follow:

I. Starr Grant, heirs of Thomas Sggrf'(1735)~>Thomas Green-> Joseph
Wilder Jr. and John Joslin, years later they sold it in small lots.
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II. Cambridge Grant, first tract of land severed from wilderness in
Ashburnham, also called the Bridge Farm in Dorchester's Canada, 1000
acres, sold in several lots;
Thomas Adams (1768) 100 acres->Joshua Billings 80 acres
=>John Adams

Isaac Stearns (1765)—->Samuel Adams (1769) 75 acres

->Simon Proctor (1772)

->Ebenezer Fletcher (1772)
Samuel Russell (1769)
Antil Gallop (1771)

III. Lexington Grant (1734) 1000 acres-> sold to German emigrants (1757)
called Dutch Farms.

IV. Bluefield Grant 450 acres, Benjamin Bellows (1734) called Bellows
Farm->William Jones (1737)->Enos and Isaac
Jones
->Ephraim Wetherbee (1737)->Ephraim
Wheeler

V. Converse Grant (1734) 400 acres, Robert Converse->Josiah
Converse->Gershom Keyes->Hezekia Gates (1746)->Joseph Wilder Jr., became
part of Wilder farm.

VI. Rolfe Grant (1735) 600 acres, Rev. Benf. Rolfe->John Greenwood
(1750) divided into settlers lots.

VII. Dorchester Canada or Township Grant, Thomas Tilestone, Joseph
Wilder, William Royal (1736).

I looked for entries of these and subsequent transactions at the
Registry of Deeds in Worcester, which are on microfilm because of their
age, but could find very few trees (one red oak, one chestnut) mentioned
as boundary markers.

Ashby, see Townsend

Athol (from Gordon Whitney)

Athol Town Hall has Proprietors' Records volumes 1 and 2. Gordon
Whitney recorded 288 trees from the years 1724 to 1784. The first
groups of settlers came to the area in 1735 =36 and settled on Pequag
Hill. Most of the lots were laid out in 1761-63 and are in the 6 square
mile boundaries of the town, which includes Athol and part of Orange.

Bare or Open Hill was said to have no trees when the first settlers
came.

Barre

A large portion of the Rutland Proprietor's records relate to the
area which is now Barre, called tbé North West Quarter of Rutland in the
records (see Rutland). A map of e area was made in 1844 which has the
farm and lot numbers labled which dorrespond to lot descriptions in
proprietor's records. I recorded 51 trees, which is all that is
available from these records, from the years 1724 to 1739. A map of the



lots on which the trees are noted (included in this report) shows that
the trees recorded are scattered all over Barre.

Bernardston, including Leyden (Fall Town)

Bernardston Town Hall has Proprietors' of Fall Town 1735-1819, Parts
1 and 2. These records have Proprietors' Lots, petition to the court,
agreement from the court, minutes of meetings, and town plans and
individual lot maps. About 30 trees were mentioned as boundary markers
in the entire record. Leyden and Bernardston town histories indicate
that settlement occured at about the same time in both portions of town,
so I assume the trees recorded apply to the whole area.

Clinton, see Lancaster

Deerfield (Pacumtuck)

Deerfield Town Hall has the proprietors' records from 1699-1799 and
the Deerfield Town Book to 1762. These have minutes of proprietors'
meetings and some boundary descriptions. Property boundaries are
recorded in detail for 1736 and 1737 which is the division of the Green
River settlement and is now in the towns of Greenfield and Gill.

Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association at Memorial Hall in 0Old
Deerfield has original and copied maps and manuscripts of one settlement
and several individual lots in Deerfield, Greenfield, Gill Whately, and
Conway. Of interest is the Deerfield Community Manuscripts Box 1. The
East Mountain Division of Lands in 1740 is an area that is now Deerfield
and is described as lying between the town westerly and the Connecticutt
easterly, Deerfield River northerly and a division of lots running from
the country road (south of Long Hill) to the Connecticut River.

Thirteen trees are mentioned in the lot layouts. A special feature
mentioned is a tract of pines on Sugar Loaf Plain. Other grants
described that are in Deerfield are Samuel Northams Grant of 1735 on
East Mountain and Smead Grant. Twelve trees were recorded from these
grants. A list of local place names was also found in this box and is
included in this report.

In Map Book 5, page 21 at the Greenfield Registry of Deeds is a map
of the Common Field Fence in Deerfield of 1793, see map. Twenty-one
trees are used as boundary markers in the narrative of this map.

Sheldon, George. A History of Deerfield Vol. 1. Pocumtuck 1636-1886.
Deerfield, Mass. 1895.

Melvoin, Richard I. New England Outpost: War and Society in Colonial
Frontier Deerfield, Masgsachusetts. PH.D. Dissertation, University of
Michigan 1983.

Melvoin, Richard I. New England Outpost: War and Society in Colonial
Deerfield. N.Y.: N.W. Norton and Qb. 1989.

Erving (Ervingshire) \ '
Franklin County Registry of Deeds, Franklin Records Book 2, page 623
has plan map of John Erving's grants. Boundary descriptions of most



plots can be traced through deed record books by starting with John
Erving, but few trees are used as boundary markers.

Care, Pearl et al. The History of Erving, Massachusetts. Turners
Falls, MA. Pioneer Litho Inc. 1983., has information on other grants
making up Erving. Some of these are traceable at the registry of deeds,
but mention no trees.

Fitchburg, see Lunenburg
Gardner, see Westminster and Winchendon

Gill and Greenfield

Both Greenfield and Gill were part of Deerfield until 1753 when the
area was set off as Greenfield. Gill separated from Greenfield in 1793.
Both towns were comprised the area called the Green River settlement,
the seven square mile grant, or sometimes Pocumtuck. In 1736/37 the
area was surveyed and lots laid out. A lage portion of the Deerfield
Proprietors' records are concerned with this area and it is almost
always refered to as "north of Cheapside and east of the Green River".
The lots are described with maps, lot numbers and divisions, and trees
are often used as boundary markers. I recorded 112 trees for the
Greenfield/Gill area.

In order to separate Gill and Greenfield lots, a list of the earliest
settlers in each town, a good map of place names, and a lot of time
would be needed. Stoughton's history of Gill gives a good start for
doing this. He has mapped the location and lot numbers of the northern
half of Gill which can be used as a guide through the proprietor's
records to place any trees mentioned in those lots in Gill. Thompson's
history of Greenfield is also helpful in that he at least describes all
the Main Street residences which are now in Greenfield. One problem
that might result from separating the Greenfield from Gill lots is that
there may not be a large enough sample size to split between two towns.

Thompson, Francis M. History of Greenfield: Shire Town of Franklin
County Massachusetts, Vol. 1. Greenfield, MA. 1904., has vegetative
descriptions from "early times" for several places in Greenfield.
Petty's Plain was "covered with large pine timber, the underbrush of
which was kept subdued by an annual burning over by the Indians", Irish
Plains was "covered by sweet fern waist high", Lop Plain "was celebrated
for its immense pine timber, the uprooted stumps of which formed a large
portion of its fences", White Ash Swamp was the great swamp lying
between the village and Fall River, Trap Plain was "heavily wooded and
was much resorted to by local hunters”.

Stoughton, Ralph M. History of the Town of Gill, Massachusetts
1793-1943, vol. 1. Greenfield, MA: E.A. Hall and Co., Inc.1978.
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Hardwick (Lambstown) \

The Hardwick Town Hall has town, records from the time of settlement.
Town meetings, births, deaths, and¥marriages, and other information is
recorded in these books, but no property descriptions. Neither the town
hall or the historical society seem to have the Proprietors' Records.



It may be possible to get some trees from the Worcester County Registry
of Deeds with a list of eary settlers.

Hubbardston

Hubbardston is indicated as the North East Quarter of the town of
Rutland in the Rutland Proprietors' Records (see Rutland). The tree
sample is scattered over the entire area which was laid out into house
lots and great farms at one time. I tallied 74 trees from the survey of
1737, but settlement didn't start in earnest until about 1766 (Blake,
see Rutland).

Lancaster, including Clinton

Lancaster Town Hall has Proprietors' Records vols. 1 and 3.
Boundaries are described for lots which were laid out from 1659 to the
1800s. Up to page 233 in volume three is a transcription of the
original records, following which are lots in towns that split off from
Lancaster including Boylston, Harvard, Berlin, and Bolton. For the area
that is now in Lancaster and Clinton, I have recorded 115 trees from the
years 1689-1740.

The area that is now in Lancaster was settled by a few families in
1643, had 50 families by 1667, and a possible population of 356 in 1708.
The area in the town of Clinton was part of a 1701 land purchase by
Lancaster. John Prescott owned 1200 acres of land in southern Lancaster

and in what is now Clinton. He set up a the first saw mill along the
south branch of the Nashua River in 1659. The land was decribed as a
"dense pine forest land" and that below Prescott's mills was
"undisturbed forest" until 1791 when the fifth John Prescott died
(Tymeson). In 1750 there were still just 50 people in the Clinton area,
but after 1809 it quickly became an industrial mill town.

Marvin, A.P. History of Lancaster Massacusetts. Lancaster 1879., has
maps of the house lots of the original settlers, their names, the 1790s
map, and lots of local history.

Safford, Marion Fuller. The Story of Colonial Lancaster. The Tuttle
Publishing Co. Inc. Rutland, VT. 1937., has a map of home lots of the
first settlers in areas that is somewhat more readable than the Marvin
map.

Tymeson, Milford Mc Clary. The Lancastrian towns. Barre,
Massachusetts: Barre Publishers, 1967.

Leominster (additional grant to Lancaster)

Leominster Town Hall should have, but couldn't find their
Proprietor's records. The Leominster Public Library and the State
Archives have the Mormon copies of the Proprietors' Records from
1701-1847, volumes 1 and 2 (Mormon's Files 86761). I recorded 253 trees
(up to page 50) from the years 1727 to 1757. Place names and
descriptions used in the records ghow that the sample area for the
witness trees is scattered all ova§ Leominster.

Leverett
Information on Leverett is in the Sunderland Proprietors' Records at
the Sunderland Town Hall. I used local features and place names to




separated Leverett properties from Sunderland. I recorded 156 trees on
or near areas mentioned on maps or listed as being in Leverett by Taft
and Montague (see Sunderland). The place names are of areas scattered
around Leverett.

Lunenburg, including Fitchburg

Davis, Walter A. The Proprietors' Records of the Town of Lunenburg,
Massachusetts Including Fitchburg and a portion of Ashby 1729-1833.
Fitchburg 1897., gives boundary descriptions and locations according to
local features. I cannot differentiate between Lunenburg and Fitchburg
in the tree sample.

Montague

Montegue Town Hall has Town Record Books including a portion copied
from Sunderland's records as North Parish of Sunderland. I used local
place names to identify properties located in the current boundaries of
Montague.

Deed studies of W.C. Wentworth have locations of original proprietors
north of the old Sunderland town line.

New Salem

Wetherbee, David Kenneth. Heare Lyes Salem New Grant 1734-
1763. New Salem, MA. Hop Book Community, 1980., lists early proprietors
and their lots. It also gives a tentative map of lot locations. A
search of the Franklin County Registry of Deeds for the names listed by
Wetherbee did not turn up any trees.

New Salem Town Hall had a fire in 1856 which destroyed the original
records.

Northfield (Squakege)

The secretary at the Northfield Town Hall has recently transcribed
Town Meeting and Proprietors' Book. It has highway and property boundary
locations from 1720 to 1828. I recorded 89 trees mentioned as witness
trees in these records from areas scattered around Northfield as
idicated by the place names used in the property descriptions.

Northfield Library has parts of Indian Deeds, a few deeds, and
portions of the Proprietors' records on microfilm.

Temple, J.H.; Sheldon, George. History of the Town of Northfield
Massachusetts, For 150 Years. Albany, NY. Joel Munsell, 1875. describes
locations of land features and some house lots. 1In particular Dry Swamp
is described as "brush wood in 1673 and had become well timbered with
oal and hard pine in 1714", it lay to the south of Great Swamp and
applies to the lands drained by Miller's brook, extending from the home
lots on the west to the six-rod highway on the east.

) L
Pelham (Lisburn)

Pelham Town Hall has the Proprietors' Book No. 1, 1738-1767 which has
two town plan maps and lots descriptions. I recorded 241 trees which
are located with in the boundaries of the town as it was when it was
called New Lisburn.




Petersham (tallied by Gordon Whitney)

Coolidge, Mabel Cook. The History of Petersham, Massachusetts. The
Petersham Historical Society, Inc. 1948., indicates locations for early
settlers in areas all over Petersham. Because of the this and the large
number of trees recorded by Gordon, 288, I assume that the sample area
also covers most of the town.

Princeton (East Wing of Rutland)

The Proprietors' records for Rutland (see Rutland) don't have
detailed descriptions for the East Wing. It only gives lots drawn,
acreage, and names and acres of meadow lot divisions. No trees are
mentioned.

Rolyalston

Proprietors's Records are mentioned in the town history book, but so
far I have not been able to interest any town officials in looking in
the vaults (they all work out of their homes). Barb Richardson (508-
249-9641) is the town clerk and is willing to meet with someone on a
Saterday afternoon to look in the vaults for the records.

Caswell Lilley B. The History of the Town of Royalston, Massachusetts
1762-1917. Town of Royalston, 1917.

Rutland

The Mass. State Archives has a copy of Rutland Proprietors' Records,
1722-1792 in the Mormon files. The area that is now in Rutland was
refered to as the six mile square or the settlers part. Other towns
which were set off from Rutland are included in the proprietors' records
but can be distinguished by their locations (see Barre and Hubbardston).
Individual lot maps, owner, boundary descriptions, and dates are given
for each lot. Rutland was laid out by divisions in different areas over
an extended period of time. I tallied 91 trees over a wide time span,
1723 to 1795, so the sample distribution probably covers all of the
current boundaries of Rutland.

Reed, Jonas. A History of Rutland; Worcester County, Massachusetts
From its Earliest Settlement with a Biography of its First Settlers.
Worcester: Mirick and Bartlett Printers, 1836.

Blake, Francis Everett. History of the Town of Princeton in the
County of Worcester and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1759-1915, Vol.
l. Princeton: 1915.

Murphy, Timothy C. History of Rutland in Massachusetts, 1713-1968.
Northeastern University, Rutland Historical Society, Inc. 1970.

Shutesbury (Road Town) including a portion of Wendell

Hampshire Co. Registry of Deeds in Greenfield has the Proprietors’
Records and plan map in the Hampshire Abstract Record Book 1, p. 315.
Shutesbury and Wendell proprietorgn lots are in book 5, pages 12 and 13.
I recorded 78 trees for the southegn part of Shutesbury (avoiding
duplicating trees Gordon tallied).

Two of Nathaniel Dwight's manuscript field books of surveys of
Roadtown are at the Belchertown Historical Society. One of these may



have been used by David Kenneth Wetherbee to plot trees on the 1751
survey map of N. Dwight of the northern part of Roadtown in his book
(see New Salem). Gordon Whitney recorded 130 trees from Wetherbee's map
for the northern part of Shutesbury (map included in report).

Sterling (Second Precinct of Lancaster)

Sterling was a district of Lancaster until 1781. It was also called
West Parish, Chocksett, Washacum, and possibly Sterling new grant. No
mention of these names appears in the Lancaster Proprietor's records, so
it may have happened that the second volume contained Sterling grants,
was given to Sterling and was burned in a fire at the Sterling Town Hall
in 1850. ‘

The land was part of the 1701 land purchase and a region called the
Shrewsbury leg which were added to Lancaster. The first few settlers in
Sterling went to the area in 1720 and were followed by an influx of
settlers from 1730 to 1740.

Sunderland (Swampfield)

Sunderland Town Hall has Town Meetings 1A and 1B. Boundary
descriptions begin in the middle of Town Meeting Book, 1757-1816.
Montague and Leverett are included in these records, which I separated
by using local place names from maps and taft and Montague.

Taft, Henry; Montegue, Abbie. History of Sunderland. 1899., gives
locations (Sunderland, Montegue, or Leverett) of features used to
describe placement of properties in the proprietors' records.

Templeton (Narragansett No. 6) including Phillipston

The Mass. State Archives has the Proprietors' Records (didn't check
town hall) in the Mormon files. A very clean and orderly copy follows
the original records. I tallied 202 trees from these records which I
feel represent both Templeton and Phillipston because the divisions
occured before Phillipston (Gerry) was set off.

Townsend, (Turkey Hills) including part of Ashby

Town Hall has Proprietors' Records, Town of Townsend. Town history,
meetings, and boundary descriptions (beginning page 101) are included.
I recorded about 198 trees for the years 1731 to 1747 in the area which
is now Ashby and Townsend.

A very old and faded plot map for the town is on the town hall wall.

Warwick (Roxbury or Gardner's Canada)

Warwick Town Hall has Roxbury or Gardner's Canada, 1736- 1771,
Records of Proprietors. The records have meeting notes, votes, and book
keeping, but no boundary lines. It mentions a Book of Proprietors' which
is not at the town hall. Original sheep skin maps with plot boundaries,
one with settlers names, are in thg vault.

L
Numerous deeds are recorded in ‘the Hampshire county abstracts, books
1-4, at the Greenfield registry. Fifty-three trees were obtained from a
thourogh review of these records.



Blake, Jonathan et al. History of the Town of Warwick From its First
Settlement to 1854. Boston. Noyels Holmes, and Co. 1873., mentions a few

of the first land owners.

Morse, Charles A. Warwick, Massachusetts Biography of a Town
1763-1963., describes the first grants of Warwick. Morse put together a

map of the property boundaries of 1830s inhabitants, which is in his
book and at the historical society.

Whately, part of Hatfield

The Hatfield Town Hall and the Hampshire County Registry of deeds in
Northampton have copies of town records which include grants and the
layout of divisions. Boundary descriptions are given by distance and
angles and do not include any witness trees. Also no trees were found
in the records of later land sales at the Franklin County Registry of
Deeds.

Crafts, James M. History of the Town of Whately, Mass. 1661-1899.
Orange, MA. D.L. Crandall, Mann's Block, 1899., has a list and locations
of many of the early settlers of Whately.

Temple, J.H. History of the Town of Whately, Mass: Including a
Narrative of Events Leading from the First Planting of Hatfield, 1660-
1871. Whately, Mass.: 1872., has a complete list of the divisions and
the settlers of Hatfield which became part of Whately.

Wendell
Wendell Town Clerk at the town offices has Wendell Town Book No. 1-8.
No boundary descriptions are given.

Some grants and transfers of land from the Erving Grant map which are
in Wendell are recorded at the Registry of Deeds, but no trees are
mentioned.

Westminster (Narragansett No. 2), including half of Gardner

The Westminster Town Clerk has the Proprietors' Records from 1728-
1756. Clear boundary descriptions and map are given. I recorded 175
trees which are scattered all over Westminster as can be seen on the
map.

Winchendon (Ipswich Canada)

Plantation of Ipswich Canada, 1735-1794 is at the Winchendon Town
Hall. Maps and boundary descriptions which include many witness trees
are included. I recorded 145 trees which are located throughout the six
mile square township.



Special Landscape Features and Species Mentioned
Athol- pine plain of 16022 acres, see John Erving Esqg. Grant map
Deerfield- tract of pines on Sugar Loaf Plain
Greenfield- called Greenfield meadows

Lancaster-cranberry, common rocky pine land, common pine hill, rocky oak
land, walnut swamp, timber plain, oak hill

Leverett- boggie meadow, brushy meadow, ash swamp

Lancaster—- great pine plain

Lunenberg— pine ridge, pitch pine, clay pit meadow

Montague- pine plain

Northfield- dry swamp, described as brush wood in 1673 which became well
timbered with oak and hard pine in 1714, south of Great Swamp, being the
land drained by Miller's Brook

Pelham- ash swamp, pitch pine

Rutland- walnut hill, oak hill, pine plains, cedar swamp

Shutesbury- flatt spruce country, clay loam, black soil, tall spruce
stand, hemlock and beech stand, see copied map of Shutesbury

Sunderland- plumbtrees

Templeton—- ash swamp

Townsend- pitch pine, ash swamp, swamp, pine land
Westminster- pine plain, cedar swamp, beech hall meadow

Winchendon- pine land, beech land, spruce swamp

-
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Total Number of ALl Trees Recorded for ALl Touwns
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TABLE 1. PERCENTAGE SPECIES COMPOSITION OF PRESETTLEMENT FORESTS OF FIVE
STUDY SITES.

Site (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Springfield Brookfield Holden Athol Shutesbury
1685 1701-34 1724-68 1737-84 1751-56

. *

Pine sp. 53 2 15 29 1

White pine 2 4 3

Pitch pine 5 - i

0ak sp.” - 1 1 5 11 1

White oak 14 | 47 20 5 5

Black oak 12 19 4 3

Red oak 5 7 10

Chestnut oak 1

Hickory 5 6 il 3

Chestnut 6 5 8 7 Ll

Beech - 2 5 25

Maple - il 8 7 8

Birch s 5 4 7

Cherry . 1

Basswood - -

Hemlock i 8 17 20

Tamarack i

Spruce - 2

Ash - 1 2 2 10

Elm 1 1

Poplar - 1 2 2 2

No. trees

noted in

survey 172 378 297 288 130 .

Note change of composition from oak in south to beech and hemlock in north.
indicates surveyors did not identify species of pine or oak.
- indicates species present at < 0.5 per cent,

Dates are dates of land surveys. Sources of information are as
follows: Springfield - Burt (1898); Shutesbury - Nathaniel Dwight's
manuscript field book of survexfof northern part of Roadtown, Belchertown
Historical Society; Athol, Holdkn, Brookfield - early proprietors’- records
in manuscript form in respective' town clerks’ offices.
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AFPPENDIX E
DATA ON SETTLEMENT AT DEERFIELD, 1680-1688

I. Grants of New or Additional Lands

52 grants made to 41 different individuals between
December 13, 1680 and April 5, 1688

4 returnees on list: Thomas Hastings, Martin Smith,
Lt. William Clark, Quinton Stockwell

remaining 37 are new to town

Homelots Given by Deerfield

unspecified locale (5) . Plumtree Plain/Wapping (8
unspeci S=aln/Wapping

John Williams Ebenezer Brooks
Samuel Field Nathaniel Brocks
Samuel Davis Benjamin Barrett
Lt. William Clark James Brown
Joshua Pomeroy Thomgs Broughton

Benjamin Hastings
Jonathan Church
Joseph Bodman

1.5amuel 2,"Mill  3.Joseph 4.Robert 5.John 6.Jeremiah
L]

Smead Lot Goddard Goddard Severance Hull
33 L] ] &3 LR
- Street —— (street continues)
Ebenezer David William William Edward —
Wells Hoyt Brooks Brooks Allen
e 1]
(street zontinues) S I SIS B
T. John Allyn B8, 9. 10.
@3

== 3Zireet =--

- - -——— -

**means individual received 20 acres at Greea River also
~--Nathaniel Brooks also received 20 acres at Green
River, but a homelot =zt Wapping
--John Williams ulso received 20 acres at Green
River, but a homelot {n town

Green River forfeits: Nathaniel Cooke &3
Robert Poag (including 20 acre

620

Samuel Beamon (including 20 acres)

Total Land Grants, 1680-1688

—_———

27 homelots -- 4§ acres each

11 20-acre Green

River grants

33 cow commons granted
(worth 1o=mzuw 3 acres/common

at that time
miscellaneous

grants

II. Grants of "Wanting Lands"

33 grants made to 29

late 1684 and April 5, 1688

4 returnees on list:
John Stebbins,Jdr.

Daniel

Weld

Moses Crafts
William Smead

clear data

446.5 acres

average acreage per grant: 17.9 acres

108 acres
220
99 (acreage for
6 grants is
unknown)
118
545 acres

4 Pocumtuck heirs:

different individuals between

Joseph Gillett
John Hinsdale

Ephtaim Hinsdale
“Nathaniel Sutlieffe

exists for 25 grants -- total acreage of
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CHAPTER IIL

PROPRIETARY HISTORY.

THE TOWNSHIP AWARDED TO S8IXTY PERSONS. — THEIE INFLUENCE OVER TEE
BETTLEMENT. — PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST MEETING. — CHANGES IN MEM-
BERSHIP OF THE PROPRIETORS.— HOUSE LOTB SURVEYED. — SITE FOR
MEETING-HOUSE SELECTED.— SAW-MILL PROPOSED. — S8ECOND DISTRIBU-
TION OF LAND.— A FULLING-AMILL AUGGESTED.— THE FIRST MEETING-HOUBE.
— WAR WITH HEZEKIAH GATES., — THE PROVINCE LINE. — MOBBMAN’S INN.

— FEAR OF INDIANS,— BLOCE-HOUSE BUILT.— THE BETTLEMENT TEMFO-
RARILY ABANDONED. — THE BITUATION. — CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP OF
HIB PROPRIETORS, — PERSONAL NOTICES. — MOSSMAN’S PETITION.

DorcrEeSTER Caxapa now falls into the ﬁOmmmmmwob of its
new proprietors. Three shares or rights are reserved for
public uses, and sixty are bestowed upon the persons con-
templated by the charter. Thus each person to whom is
allotted a right becomes the owner of one sixty-third part of
the township. The committee promptly completed the ser-
vice enjoined in the charter by naming the persons who were
entitled to a share in the' grant. Fifty-four rights were
bestowed on account of service under Captain John Withing-
ton of Dorchester, and six to the soldiers, or their legal rep-
resentatives, in other companies. Fortunately the report of
this committee has been preserved. It presents a sad record
of mortality. Only ~ne soldier, Philip Godding, comes for-
ward and receives in person this late reward for service to the

colony. It is certain, however, that a few others, repre-
, 52
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sented on this occasion by their relatives, were still living.

The sixty rights in the township were assigned as follows :

1 — Thomas Wilder of Lancaster in Right of His wife Susannah
eldest Daunghter to John Pope. - Ca le @ DOX,P

9 — John Swift Jun® of Framingham in the Right of His Father
Mr John Swift eldest Brother to William Swift.

3 — Joseph Warren of Roxbury in the Right of Elias Monk of
Stoughton.

4 —Benjamin Cheney of Dorchester in the Right of his Brother
William Cheney.

5 — Joseph Triscott of Dorchester in the Right of His Father
Joseph Triscott.

6 — Humphrey Atherton of Stoughton in the Right of His Father
Consider Atherton. »

7 — Jonathan Chandler of Dorchester in the Right of His Brother
Samuel Chandler.

8 — Matathias Evens of Dorchester in the Right of- His Brother
Richard Evens at the Desire of his Eldest m.-wmwmn Thomas
Evens. o

9 — John Toalman Jun® in the Right of His Father John Toal-
man of Dorchester and at His Desire.

10 — Seth Sumner of Milton in the Right of His Uncle Josianiah
Sumner at the Desire of His uncle William Sumner.

11 — John Robinson Jun® of Dorchester in Behalf of his Father
John Robinson eldest Brother to James Robinson.

12 — Ebenezer Crane of Braintree in the Right of Ebenezer
Crane.

13 — William Blake of Milton in the Right of James Morey in
Behalf of his Mother Martha Blake eldest Daughter to
said James Morey.

14 — John Andrews of Dorchester in the Right of His Brother

_ Thomas Andrews. , ’

15 — Joseph Leads of Dorchester in Behalf of His Wife Mary

eldest Sister to Joscph Weeks. d

16 —Thomas Lyon Jun® of Dorchester in Behalf of His Father.

-Thomas Lyon Eldest Brother to Henry Lyon.




54 HISTORY OF ASHBURNHAM.

17 — Richard Withington. of Dorchester in the Right of His
Father Capt John Withington.

18 — Joseph Weeks of Dorchester in the w_n&d of His wuoﬂwmu
Thomas Weeks.

19 — Mr William Cooper of Boston in the Right of Benjamin
Hewins, at the Desire of Joseph Hewins eldest Brother
of said Benjamin Hewins.

20 — Obadiah Swift of Dorchester in the Right of mrm Brother
James Swift.

21 — Hezekiah Barber of Dorchester in the Right of Yonnite
Modsley at the Desire of His Brother Thomas Modsley.

22 — Ralph Pope of Dorchester in the Right of His Brother
Ebenezer Pope.

23 — Samuel Butt of Dorchester in the Right of His Uncle
Richard But.

24 —David Joans of Wrentham in the w._qg of His d.uor.u. .H ohn
Joauns. -

25 — Samuel m:EuE. of Taunton in ﬂwm Right of His m_w_.__unu
Samuel Sumner.

96 — Josiah Baker of Boston in the Right of His Uncle William
Baker.

27 — Mr. William Cooper of Boston in »rm Right of His Uncle
George Menott.

98 — Edward Kelton of Dorchester in the Right of mﬂm Father
Thomas Kelton.

99 — Robert Redman of Stoughton in the Right of His Father
Charles Redman.

30 — Samuel Eneeland of Boston in the Right of Ammiel Weeks
at the Desire of His son George Weeks.

31 — Neamiah Clap of Milton in the Right of His Brother
* Edward Clap. -

82 — Timothy Tilestone of Dorchester in ncm N—qﬁ om His
Brother Cornelius Tilestone.

33 — Samuel Hinshua of Milten in nam Right of Umui mEmuE_.
His Uncles son.

: _HWOHUNHHHP.W.W _Emﬂowﬂ. ” 5d.

34 — Edward Sumner of. wowgq in the Right of His Uncle .

Samuel Sumner. oy e
mul.mmEpEE Sumner of Euﬁmu in the Emg of .m:m w.ﬁ.&rmu

© William Sumner.’

36 — Robert Cook of 4m2§nB E the Right of m_m mﬂonwmw.

William Cook.

37 — Bartholame Gold of momﬂou in zpm WEE.. of mnm dnﬁm,

Ebenezer Sumner. o
38 — John Charhore of Milten in _Em WHQEH of His daoﬂm John

Charhore.
39 — Benjamin Bird Jun® of Uon.n:mmﬁmﬂ in the WE.E of His

Uncle Thomas Bird.
40 — Samuel Blake of Taunton in the Wm.mww.on His uncle William
Blake.
41 — Thomas Tilestone mmn_. of Uo_.nummwmu in ﬁ_pm Hfo&n of Capt.
\\»H ohn Galliver at the desire of Jonathan m.u_rqa_. who was
‘ddmitted s, Settler.
wl.H.FBoﬂ_: Mossman of Sudbury in the Hrmun 2. His wive's
Brother Samuel Hix. -
43 — Joshua George of Pnzm,co_o:a: in the w._qm\ of His Brother
William George.
wp .._.__._.Bom Atherton of Harvard in the Right of His Uncle
_ Joseph Atherton. ,
45 — William Sumner of Eznon in the Right of ﬂ.EEB maBﬂmu
His Uncle Increase Sumners Son.
46 — Elizabeth H;.mmoog of Milton in the Right of Her Brother
Samuel Trescott.
47 — Joseph Chaplin of Roxbury in the Right Om H.bm Brother
Moses Chaplin.
48 — Hezekiah Barber of Dorchester in the Right of Eliab Lyen

at the Deseir of Zachariah Lyon Son of Apnwpupm_ Ha.o:.

Eldest Brother to said Eliab Lyon.
49 — Waitestill Lyon of Dorchester in the Right of mmn Uncle

Edward Wiat.

50 — Benjamin -Mansfield of Dorchester in sum Right of His .

Neffue Peter Kelley. ~ . . -~ - "= . . =

-~

s
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51— Samuel Burch of Dorchester in the Right of His Uncle
Eliazer Wales.

52 — Isaac How of Dorchester in the Right of His Cussen Joseph
Curtice.

53 — Thomas Tilestone Esq® of Dorchester in the Right of Hope-
still Sanders in Behalf of John Sanders.

54 — William Royal of Stoughton in the Right of Samuel mwummnm

in Behalf of John Sanders.
— Jolin Sheperd of Stoughton in the Right of His Uncle John
Sheperd — Maj* Wade.

56 — Philip Gooding of Stoughton who sarved under Maj* Wade.

57 — Joseph Wilder Esq’ of Lancaster.in the Right of His Uncle
Samuel Wheeler who sarved in the Expedition to Canada
under Maj* Nathanel Wade. ™ .

58 — Nathan Heywood of Lunenburg in the Right of John Willis
His Wives Father who sarved under Capt Savage.

59 — Oliver Wilder of Lancaster in .the Right of Jonathan Fair-
bank who sarved under Cap* Champney.

60 —Joseph Wheelock of Lancaster in the Right of His Uncle
Timothy Wheelock who sarved under Cap* Anderson.

(=13
Ot

Except Timothy Mossman, none of these original proprie-
tors ever resided in the township, yet several of them, or
their sons, retained their interest and attended the meetings
of the propriety for many years. The Wilders, the Sumners,
Joseph Wheelock, Nathan Heywood and Hezekiah Barber
became intimately associated with the fortunes of the settle-
ment. The descendants of several of these Huwowlmﬁonm were
subsequently among the most useful and valued citizens of
Ashburnham. Here is found the probable cause which led
to a residence here of the Wilder, Kelton and Crehore fami-
lies. And in the succeeding records, as the change of
ownership introduces new names, will appear the first men-
tion of other families which have been honorably associated
with the annals of the town. A miniature town was con-
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cealed in this report of 1736. To sixty men and their suec-
cessors was committed the destiny of a future Ashburnham.
Had the decision of the committee passed by these names
and bestowed the grant on sixty other persons, the drama
would have proceeded with the scene unchanged, but the
actors and all the incidents of the play would have been
changed. A ‘town with a parallel history would have sue-
ceeded, but the name, the men, the order and color of the
events would not be those which fill the pages of our annals.
While these proceedings were in progress, the General
Court had passed an order empowering Timothy Tilestone

to call the first meeting of the proprietors. This warrant is

dated September 8, 1736, and the meeting was assembled in
Dorchester fourteen days later. The proceedings of the first
meeting outline plans and m;.o.umoﬁa for the benefit of the
proposed settlement which are not consummated for many
years. The record of the meeting is as moﬁo\ﬁm‘\

Att a Meeting of the Proprietors of 'a Hoﬂu&.é Granted to the
Officers and Soldiers in the Expedition to Canada anno 1690 in
the Company under the Command of Capt Jobn Withington late
Deceased on the 22 Day of Sept 1736 att the Turkshead in Dor-
chester; Legally warned.

" Voted That Thomas Tilestone Esqr be moderator.

Voted To Lay out the Land as Soon as may be.

Voted the first Division Lots to be fifty acres and the Com-
mittee to ad thereto for badness of Land.

Voted That the Committee shall Consist of Six men and four
of them to be a quorum. )

Voted That Edward Hartwell Esq. Benjamin Bird Mr Samuel
Sumper Mr Benjamin Sumner Mr Isaac Howe & Joseph Wilder
Esqr be a Committee to Lay out the first Division Lots.

Voted That the Committee do agree with the Surveyors and

Chain men.
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public affairs the proprietors were inspired by loftier pur-
poses and nobler ajms.

The following table presents a list of the owners of the
several rights when the propriety was organized and the
first division of lands was made. Compared with the list
in Chapter II., it is found that sixteen persons who were
admitted as grantees of the township had sold their interest
in the grant previous to the early meetings of the
tors. The right-hand column gives the name of some
subsequent owner of the same right. Five rights were
continued in the same name throughout the existence of the
organization. In some instances a right was owned by
several persons in succession. In filling the right-hand
column in such cases, the name of the person in whose

Huommmmmmoungumwdnmgm@go Houm.mmﬂn.ﬁnogmdmmu
selected. .

proprie-

This list of proprietors introduces many names which
became intimately associated with the continued history of
the town. Zimri Heywood, Ebenezer Conant, Jonathan
Samson, Samuel Fellows, James Coleman, David Taylor,
James Spaulding, Nathan Melvin, John Bates, Jonathan
Gates, Nathan Dennis, Elisha Coolidge, Moses Foster,
Josiah Wilder, Jonathan Winchester, Stephen Ames and
David Clark were well-known. resident proprietors. Many
of the non-resident proprietors were succeeded by their sons
who subsequently occupied the lands acquired by inheritance..
Among this class the families of Wilder, Stearns, Kelton,
Dana and Crehore are conspicuous.

-~

The families who settled on any of the six minor grants
do not appear in these records of the proprietors, and not

until the act of incorporation did they constitute a part of
the body politic.

il R R

A RECORD OF SETTLEMENTS.
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AL EE
1 E|2]|z £ | LATER OWNERS OF THBE
o gt 2 & [
ORIGINAL PROPRIETORS. m M 52 m I
e SI81EB|=2
= 2|22 |2
) = = = =
Timothy Mossman, 1|3 81| 7|82 |Zimr mmwﬂ%&.m (ARARYY A mvmw STP
S R
bioacs m&ﬂ“ 4|24 |36 12|35 | William Scott.
Edward Sumner, 520 |81 60 w.m wm.“_w_cmommwﬂrum?
i 6 | 47 21|18 3 [ =.
mnmw__whmwga. 7 |20 | 17 | 33 | 19 | Eben’r Conant.
Ministry, 8 | 11 ww Mm mw
School, 8112 63
i 10 | 58 6 |.55 | 21 | Caleb Dana.
Semact Blage " 11 |17 | 40 | 17 | 43 | John Moffatt.
Edward Hartwell 12 |14 | 5| 14 | 60 | Jonathan Samson.
’ Recompense Wards-
Thomas Wilder, 13 | 41| 7| 54| 20 M« R mmnﬁ; om—m
, 14 | 56 | 48 | 56 | 22 o do }
i B, 15 | 42| 88 | 44 | 2¢ | Samuel Fellows.
Ebenezer Onp.uo.. 16 | 22 | 52 | 48 6 aﬁ_wﬁ H”.nﬁ oin.
Hezekiah Barber, 17|18 | 62 | 47| 7 | James _%, w_mn_‘__.qnu.
Joseph Warren 18| 3|30 | 20| 42 | Samuel Fellows.
Isaac Royal, ' 19 | 52 | 50 | 16 ww mer:m__ Fel c“.n. 1T
Timothy Tilestone, 20| B |42 28|23 T 2%
Isaac Royal 21 | 43 | 59| 42 | 17 | Caleb Dana. 1 %47
Matthias Evans 22 4)12 50|10 — Griggs. (108 ’
John Andrews, : 23 [ 30 | 63 | 21 | 36 | David Taylor. Jots ¢4
Thomas Tilestone, 24| 2| 45 9 | 26 | Caleb ﬁ«.:n_mn.
Joscph Witder, £ MR R L L et
i ! 26| 7|27 . 1637, b33
Wﬁwﬂﬂ.ﬂ_ﬁ_ﬁwﬂw ww.n ’ 27 | 26 | 43 | 49 9 | Jomes Spaulding. /v 3. 3a¢, 3¢5
NP_U_. Po Tl 28 | 57 | 2L | 11 | 46 | Ebenezer Pope. N3, 3le
NEW_ rqmwﬂ..wnrmgu 99 | 31 | 28 | 30 | 30 +Nathan Heywood. fl‘
w.-ﬁrw._mo__ Blake, z 30 | 33122 mm Mm Wuhnﬂ M»mwﬂmrr ng, 19
2 m
.w..wﬂuhnoﬁm_..ﬂﬂm ww .mm mw 6 | 50 | John Crehore. ~,e_5 wn.w__.‘
o alpa) 8 )b em.
dman 34| 5|34 33 |1 .
%wwm_ﬂumm:wmowm. 35 | 39 | 83 | 52 |33 | Nathan Melvin.
Thomas Tilestone, 36 | 60 | 29 | 36 5 | Cale E: ana.
Oliver Wilder, 87 | 82 | 46 | 46 | 41 | John .._..-muo“ T —
Benjamin Sumner, 38 mw Hw Hw .*M WMMMMH.““:@ Hhun 3 ‘
39 | 16° $ wthar . o
Wﬂ%%mruu MMM”WF 40 | 59 | 18 | 10 | 57 um.uupE—m.mpEEm:.awa. .N.VJ
John Shepard, j 41| 9|87 | 4|48 | Oliver Wilder.
William White, 42 65| 9 Mw ww m”mw W“”w.
5 L 25 -
ﬂ.ﬂ_..ﬂ._mw__o._%ﬁ 44|28 |41 |43 8 Alexander Hill.— 4/, 733
“z.nuw.w—“umnw Om.ﬁ.: 45|25 |10 | 85 | 2 | Nehemiah O:.Eu.n
Jonathan Dwight, 46 | 63 .mw m.u_“ w.w WMMME Dennisa
47 | 50 eirs. .
Mm““% mewn_ 48 | 44 | 20 | 3 | 47 | Elisha Coolidge.
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% g | g
» =) = =] =
. El8|8|&|3
ORIGINAL PROPRIETORS. | = | B £ 3 m e
= 3 - =
=lel2|g|= SAME RIGHT.
® =3 e = =
S| 8(2|3]3
12 @ =) m m
Benjamin Jewett, 49 | 46 5
61| 45 | 27
H.wwm%mﬁ Georse. 50 | 19 Sk %mﬁmw%mm“
. . 51|36 55|27 |15] "
Thomas Lyon, Jr., 52 (43 156 | 13 | 53 .ﬁ“m.mm mw.m_"%r
: hard Withington, 63 |6l [ 44 (37| 4| H C. olids,
Jemes iherton, 51 | 5158 | 57 | 44 | Caioh Deciidge.
Seth Sumaer, 55 | 62 { 24 | 51 | 1¢ | Caleb Dane.
.umawn..ummwm,_.uﬂ? 56 | 21 /23 |29 |54 | James mw____mw.
Fisst Minister, |37 | 10153 | 24 | 16 | Tonathen Wi
- rtholomew Gould, 58 | 13 | 85 | 22 | 87 | Mos m..m., o
Samuel Kneelaad, 59 | 541 49'| 59 | 1| Samuel Kroely
.H.n_“ n Robinson, Jr., 60 | 27 | 60 | 25 | 59 | Stephe bnmm i
.H..&on.m m.:mmgnm. 61 | 15 i 5+] 8|38 wmumw_.hn mﬂwmu.
i %bﬂwh mnmﬁ.:m. 62 1 38 | 26 | 58 | 39 | David Clark i
umner, 63 )34 | 32|38 |29 | Eben'r Nmambn.ww

. born in Lancaster, 1708.
a colonel in the militia, and after the death of his father he

* was also one of the Justices of the County Court. He set-
tled in the North Precinct or Lancaster New Grant which
was incorporated under the name of Leominster in 1740.

Forgetting that Leominster originally was a part of Lancas-
ter, it is sometimes erroneously stated that he removed from

Many of the non-resident proprietors were men of influ-
mbow and character and during their connection with the
affairs of this town were actively. engaged in other pursuits

: OH.E of the most influential and useful members of the H.o.
. priety was Caleb Wilder. He was a son of the elder Mﬁwq.“
”HOmmmw Wilder and a lifelong resident of Lancaster. OSM
ing several rights in the plantation, from an early date EEH
after the incorporation of the town, he continued to exercise
a controlling Fmsmu@m in the general direction of its affairs
He introduced the manufacture of potash here and was m“.
leading spirit in all the concerns of the settlement. In 1765
Wum was styled major and probably held other commissions
in this line of service. He was a deacon of the church and
honorably filled many.positions of trust in his native Sﬂu
He died June 19, 1776, aged 'sixty-six years. Two of HM.
sons, Caleb, Jr., and Samuel, became useful citizens of ﬁEmm
 town. In an eminent degree they reflected the sterline
character and marked ability of their honored father. i
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Joseph Wilder, another son of Judge Joseph Wilder, was
He was a surveyor, a magistrate,

While a proprietor of

Lancaster to Leominster in 1740. T
Dorchester Canada, for many years he was also the owner

of the Starr and the Converse grants. He died September

12, 1776.
Oliver Wilder was a cousin of. Judge Wilder, Sen. - An

early proprietor, he was frequently named on important

committees and - after the death of Thomas Tilestone he

was often chosen to preside at the meetings of the cor-

poration. Like nearly all the Wilders he WASAT military

man and rose to the rank of colonel. He died March 8,

1765. ,

Thomas Wilder remained a proprietor but a short time;

his right was subsequently owned by_Caleb Dana.

. The- Sumners were extensively engaged in buying and
selling land in other townships. Seth Sumner was the only
one of this name who attended any considerable number of
the meetings or was in any way identified with the settle-
ment beyond the purchase and sale of lands.

Caleb Dana was of Cambridge, where he was born 1697,
and died April 28, 1769. Becoming a proprietor about
1750, at one time he owned nearly four thousand acres or
over one-eighth of the township. He was 2 magistrate, and
at his home and in the councils of the proprietors an active,
‘energetic man:; His land 'in this town was subsequently
owned by his son George Dana, who settled here about

1776 and died in this town April 11, 1787.
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Local names ID ’Laél( o

GREAT BOTTOM: 1lies at the foot of a small hill at the north end of
Great Meadow hereinafter to be described & between that hill
and Pogues Hole.

PINE HILL: a large hill contalning about 40 acres of land towards
the north part of the north meadows, This was probably an
1sland when Deerfield meadows were under water, or were the
bed of a lake.

GREAT POND: 1in which there was formerly a cultivated island lies
directly west of Pine Hill,

GREAT PLAIN: 1lies directly east of Pine Hill,
LITTLE PLAIN: 1lies directly east of Great Plain.
PLAIN SWAMP: 1lies between these plains.,

BEAMAN'S POND: 1lies directly south of Pine Hill.

GREAT MEADOW: takes 1n sll the meadow from Little Meadow on the
south to Great Bottom hill on the north, Deerfield River on
the West & Broughton's Pond & a line parallel with the east
line of Pine Hill on the east.

i o B b ohald

BRCUGHTON'S POND: 1in fact lies in Great Meadow. ?ﬁf Lj;:f“wﬁhh\l

LITTLE MEADOW: extends as far north as the north end of Great
pasture (Meadow?) & Broughton's Pond west to the river & south
and east to the rear of the homelots, FROYM ACATY hAyIME Flatu:

o ERTE T O 8‘- REAT ¥ & o)

OLD FORT: 1ies west of the river & embraces all that tract of land
west of the river in the meadows, north of a line drawn fron
the middle lane of the street. It recelved its name probably
from a fort belng erected there for the protection of the
inhabltents while at work from the attacks of Indlans.

NEW FORT: 1s farther south & embraces gll the remasining meadow
land on the west side of the river except

HARROW MEADOW POINT: which is a considerable tract of land lying
between old and new forts. At New Fort there was also a more
recent fort for the protection of the inhabitants.

HARROW MEADOW: 1lies at the rear of the homelots at the south end
of the street, south of the old burying yard hill, & east
side of the river. Tfiw PFAYING Fi&LD 5

DEERFIELD STREET: 1lies between Plain Swemp on an elevated plateau
secure from the floods whieh overflow the meadows &

Eagle Brook: which runs from ﬂpe,mountain to the river at this
place.

THE PLAIN: extends from the top of the hill south of Eagle Brook
to the hill at Second Division, on the east of 1t is &1 oF LAH.

ROAD | VIEFALE  Sodtt Vo werts CReSs Boaw, As E?\‘:” AT
STATL MW heoGi 4
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BEAVER DAM: & on the west of it is :

LOG MEADOW: extending to the river on the west & runs some ways 1
west of e Teo F BARS RoAl FReM VILAGE SooTH TS WELL 5
¢ Re2E WoM 1D
SECOND DIVISION: which extends to Wapping on the east, the Bars
on the south, to Deerfleld river & Stebbins Meadow con the west.

STEBBINS MEADOW: takes in the remainder of the meadows not described
& lies south of Deerfield River at its bend from the dam, west of

the canal, & 1s bounded south & west by an amphitheater of

hllls bordering the meadows.

NORTH & SOUTH WISDOM: so named from the knowledge & intelligence
of the early inhabltants, comprises the whole of that tract of
west of Deerfileld River between there & Shelburne.

HOOSACK, OR DUBLIN: 1lies south of this on the south side of the:_ ' B

river & extends to Co N W Aw -Seo, PeeriFle =0 ITaTHE Hiw ol b4 R
STILLWATER RRDG I

MILL RIVER: & tract of land situated upon small sfream which rises
in Conway, & empties into Conn. R, at Hatfield. It is at the
southwest part of the town & terminates at Whately & Conway
lines. Co puhy — So tDUEERYBLY STare H/w ScoTit Te WHAT.

L\ W &

BLOODY BROOK: 1lies east of this & is now a large & flourishing

village. |tANoW ™ AS GouTH DEERPIELD

TURNIP YARD: or Wellers Hill lies northeast of Bloody Brook.iiﬁfs‘bg

PINE NOOK: 1lies east of thils, east of the mountain, north of ok
Bloody Brook. TH& Whati EARM LAWO FRrem B B RYQAT A
# T”‘“%Turma&a F&k?{Agt(ERé;F” RiUmﬁ
These last four pleces & the Bars at the foot of Long
Hill at the south pa t of the meadows, & part of Wapping
one mile & & half oft'the village of Deerfield street are in
the territoriel limits of the south parish set off from the
north parish about 12 or 15 years ago.

PLUM~-TREE PLAIN: ganother name for Wapping.

GREAT RIVER: extends from Fine Nook to the mouth of the Deerfield

River & embraces all the territory between those limits east
of the mountain. i

FORT HILL: at the rear of our South Meadow lots on a beautiful
eminence overlookling the town & on a site of an Indian Fort
& also FORT HILL at the rear of the homelots at the north end
of the street, on a most beautiful & commanding plateau of

&

land, also on a site of o native Indians' fort. From this
fort, long before this pa?isof the country was lnhabited by
white men, tradition informe us that a severe indian battle
was fought between our Indians & the Mohawks, The latter
were repulsed & afterwards decnyed our Indians into the north
meadows where they signally defeated them,
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MARTINS HILL: 1lies on the plat immedlately east of the homelots
at the south end of the street,

ABIJAH'S HILL: or our present burying yard hill lies nearly east
of the middle of the street. It was called Abijah's hill

from an o0ld negro who formerly lived upon 1t.

WOODCHUCK HILL: 1lies dilrectly north of this.

The foregoing was written by Dr. Stephen W, Williams, once of

Deerfield, Mass. C.M.Taintor Oct, 31, 1855.

£ ‘"‘“‘:o;‘!(r ¥ ﬂ.
He does not mentlon “Wlsddﬁ", "Little Hope",
"Skunk's Migery", "Stillwater" - "Foot's Ferry" -
¥ Yoo A o
\Y‘fo W \E‘J( \
i,\-? 2,)\'“'

DONOR to Mem. Hall: Charles M. Talntor
Wetherefield ("Pyquag") Conn.

Sept. 9, 1870,
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OLONIAL LANCASTER

mg Indian trail, to establish his new
ntation. At the very outset he met
have changed the whole story, for
ng in the Sudbury river, and a week
cing upon another horse, were hardly

escott’s first choice of a2 home lot in
ite of the present civic center of this
build his home upon the “Neck of
etween the rivers. This would have
ings already erected—those of Waters
ter events that lot would have proven
not have been so easy for a surprise
- the pioneers had nothing to guide
his hitherto unknown race of men and,
ndians were very friendly.
s land in what long has been called
ghton, and established his family at
.re a beginning had been made at the
4 bought from John Cowdall.
n 1604, in the hamlet of Shevington,
Lancashire, England. His ancestors
act line to Charlemagne, in the gth
Ylatts, at Wigan, in 1629. He is suppos-
Zngland, and to have left that Country
st sailed to Barbados, in 1638, thence
:ned one hundred twenty-six acres of
. resided, and soon became interested

Tistorian of the Nashua Valley, gives
this man, who was destined to become
‘We get very few glimpses of Prescott
f succeeding years, but those serve to
~sperous and annually honored by his
duties for which his sturdy integrity
Prescott was a rare type of man, an
he famous frontiersmen, whose figures
in early American history, was better
ities that win hero worship in a new
" the Nashaway Plantation. Had Pres-
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' FIRET DIVISION

Sometime between 1735 and 1737, in Salem, before there was
any settlement here, the Proprietors "drew lotts". The numeral
of each First Division let coincided with the Right numeral,
This was true only for the First Pivision. Iater Divisions were
drawn anew. First Division lots were also sometimes called
"Homelots". They were 35 acres in extent with ranges roads,
sometimes called "highways" between the ranges of lots. A
Meeting House Common was left "undivided" in the center of the
ranges of lots. Of the 6% lots, one was reserved for a school,
another for the Minister and a third for the support of the
church, called the ministerial lot. In theory, houses had to
be built on these lots within a given period of time or the
Proprietor would lose his Right, But the settlement of New Salem
was a speculative affair and it was difficult to find settlers.
A Second Division had already been drawn before any settler arrived.
When a Proprietor sold a Right, he sold only the afterdivisions
that were to be drawn on the Right, not the divisions already made.
The aftersale of Right Number One for example had no effect upon
the ownership of Homelot Number One .

First Div, #1. 1774, Benjamin Southwick to Benjamin Southwick, Jry,
F11~200. (F1-455, F24-446) (F91-110, 1835)

The above format will be used to show the first recorded mention

of each lot. Additional references refer to deeds that in someway
were useful in determining the geographic location of that lot., The
final reference is the most recent deed that mentions each lot by
Division and Lot number. Even before the Proprietor's Book of
Records was lost in a fire in 1856 these lot numbers fell into
disuse. TFuture researchers are cautioned that there were many
errors in the deeds regarding lot numbers and zbutters' lots and

in designations of directions. Putting this jigsaw puzzle together
(see the tentative plan elsewhere in this book) was done in the face
of many, many contradictions and obvious and not so obvious SRS
Dilemmas were usualy resolved by the author through putting himself
into the boots of the surveyor in laying out the ranges, The final
reference in each item of the listing will, hopefully aid resesrchers
in making connections between the original lots and land system with
more modern searches of title chains, Good Luck!

First Div. #2. 1774, Benjamin Southwick to Benjamin Southwick, JT .y
H26-466, (F13-162, F13-522, F30-596) F35-508, 1814)

First’Div. #3. 1474, Benjamin Southwick to Beniamin Southwick, Jr.,
e H26-466. (P-30-596, F35-508) 8F35—501, 1814)
First Div. #4. 1740, John Pregton to David Felton, F6-123, E79-126.
(F14-238) (F38-596, 1807)
First Div., #5. 1785, Ben?amin Southwick to Benjamin Southwick, Jr,,
H Prob. F14-238) (F25-302, 1808)

First Div. #6. 1799, Amos Foster to Daniel Foster, F13-206. (F24-595,
' F25-305) (F25-307, 1808) A\

\
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First

First

Div,

#11,

First

Div.

#12,

First

Div.

First

Div,

#13.
#14.,

First

Div,

#15,

First

Div.

#16.

First

Div,

#17.

First

Div,

#18.,

First

Dive

#19.

First

Div.

#20.

First

Div.

#21.

First

Div,

#22.

First

Dive

#23.

First

Div.

#24.

Pirst

DLV,

First

Div.

#25,

#26,

First

DiVe

#27.,

First

Div.

#28.

rirst

Div,

#29.,

First

Div.

#30.

FPirst

Div.

#31.

First

Div.

#32.

= |

1774, Ovbadiah Townsend to John Chandler, F3-334.
(F54-302, 1817)

1759, Samuel Carlton to Amos Foster, H4-424. (F25-30T7)
(F54-311, 1823)

1834, Isaac Patrick to Eliza Wheeler, F89-17).

1805, Aaron Putnam to Constant Ruggles, F24-135,

\
1805, Aaron Putnam to Canstant Ruggles, F24-135.
1745, John Trask to Benjamin Stacy, H Y-884.
No reference.

17%9, Samuel Nurs to John Gardner, E 80-1 .
(PYMA 25-35).

1760, Benjamin Prescott to Daniel Putnam (PVMA25-35) .
1760, Benjamin Prescott to Daniel Putnam (PVMA25=-35) .

1741, Jonathan Southwick and Thomas Stoddard to
Joseph Woods H 0-659. (PVMA-25-35, 1760)

174%, John Woodress to Samuel Aborn, H Y-448. (F16-
652) (F104-%61, 1838)

1798, Jonathan Goodale to Stephen Upton, F16-652.
(F143~180, 1848). This contact between First and
Fourth Divisions is difficult to plot.

No reference.

1745/46, David Southwick to Benjamin Goodhue, H22-410.
(F19-393)

174%, Samuel Cook to Samuel Kendall, H Y-678, (F28-
159, 1810)

No reference.

1762, Robert Stone and G.C.Kellogg to G.C.Kellogg,

H2-9., ((F49-145, 1822).

1741, Benjamin Brown to Ezekiel Kellogg, H6-469.
(F24-180) (F49-145, 1822)

1746, Daniel Epes, Jr. to Samuel Kendall, H Y-682.
(F24-180) (F49-145, 1822)

1765, William P. Kelloghk to Bzekiel Kellogg, JTr.,

H6-469. (F42-424) (F37-363, 1817)

175, Jonathan Goodale and Isaac Goodale to Thomas

Whive, (F42-424) (F37-363, 1817) 4

1771, Daniel Shaw to Samuel Cook, F4-508. (H21-82,
F25-17) (F25-17, 1802. '

11635, Ebenezer\kellogg to William P. Kellogg and Samuel
Kellogg, F4-639§ H(F26-583)

1766, Nathaniel Kellogg to Samuel Kellogg and William
P. Kellogg, F2-304. %F96-43, 1828)

1739, Jonathan Southwick to James Buffington, E78-83.
(F80-30) \
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First
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First

Div,
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First

Div.

#35.

First

Div.

#36.

First

Div.

#37.

First

Div,

#38.

First

Div.

#39.

Eirst

Dive.

#40.

First

Div.

#41.

First

Div.,

#42.

First

Div,

#43.

First

Div,

#44.

First

.

#45.

First

Dive

#46.

PFirst

D

#47.

First

Div.,

#48.

First

Div.

Dive.

#49.
#50.

First’

First

Div,

#51.

First

Div,

122,

First

Div.

First

Div,

£23.
#54 .

1800, Amos Fosper to Ezekiel Kellogg, Jr., F14=-237,
(F54-311, 1823)

1768, Samuel Kendall to Amos Foster, H12-766,
(F14-237) (F54-311, 1823)

1759, Samuel Foster to Amos Foster, H4-427.
(F14-2%7) (F80-30, 1826)

1759, Samuel Foster to Amos Foster, H4-427.
(F14-237) (F80-30, 1826)

174%, Samuel Foster to Samuel Kendall, H Y-682.
(F44-110) (F47-353, 1821)

1786, Daniel Ballard to Asa Meriam, H27-43%9.
(F44-110) (¥52-198, 1821)

1800, <benezer Felton to Stephen Felton, F15-112.
(r26-583) (F44-110, 1819)

1753, William Carpenter to Daniel Carpenter, H X-56.

(H22-526) (F9-31T7, 1796)

1740, George Daland to James Wyar, ET79-83.
(H22-526) (F9-317, 1796)

1740, John Higginson to James Wyar, ET9-93
(F22-493) (¥118-187, 1840)

1750/51, David Childs to David Felton, F9-564.
(F13-351) (F136-198, 1846)

1742, Joshua Hicks to Enos Buxton, E84-110.
(H4-418) (H4-418, 1750)

17%9, John Trask to Enos Buxton, ET78-31.
(H4-418, 1750)

1755, Benjamin Prescott to Ebenezer Goodale, H9-83.
(F31-442, 1814) ' -

1797, Obadiah Townsend to Obadiah Townsend, JT.,
F14-50. (F17-277) (F28-545)

1742, Ephraim Ingalls to David Felton, E84-~76.
(F17-277)  (¥28-545, 1812)

1747, Ebenezer Felton to Obadiah Townsend, H R-249.
(r28-545, 1812)

1745, Jeremiah Meacham to Stephen Cary, H Y-677.
(F9-594) (F78-156, 1831)

1751, Thorndyke Proctor, JT. to Abraham Pierce,
H9-160. (H9-459) (F127-92, 1844)

1745, Jeremiah Meacham to Stephen Cary, H Y-678,
(F3-160) (FA27-92, 1844)

1782, New Salem Committee to Solomon Gibbs, F8-119.
Ministry land. (H9-459) (F127-92, 1844)

1766, Abraham and Samuel Pierce to Israel Richardson,

H9-155. (Fl7-572, F68-40) (F501-48, 1838) W\
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First
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First

Div,

#58 o

First

Div.
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First
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ﬁ60.

First

Div.

#61.

First

Div.

#62,

First

Div,

#630

~10%~

1741, Cornelius Cutler to Stephen Cary, H Y-676.
(H22-526) (F501-48, 1838)

1768, Joseph Barnard to Alexander Conkey, Jr.,H20-377.
(F15-750) (F53-385, 1823)

1768, Joseph Barnard to Alexander Conkey, Jr.,H20-377.
(F35-590, F122-48, 1842)

1739, Ezekiel Goldwayt to Bejamin Southwick, E78-203,
(F5-538) (F23-359, 1806)

1742, Amos Putnam to Isaac Southwick, PVMA25-38,
(H9-85) (f23-359, 1806)

1743, Samuel Manning to John Ganson, H R-731.

(H9-85) (F31-258, 1801)

1767, Joseph Barnard to Ebenezer Goodale, H9-85,
(P31-258, 1801)

1762, John Turner Est. to Ebenezer Goodale, H9-82.
(H9-81) (F31-442, 1814)

1754, John Buxton to Jeremiah Meacham, H6-239,
(H9-81) (F27-548, 1809)

Problems with the First Division: Does #20 belong north of #19 or
of #21 ?

Does #57 belong south of #58 or of #56 ?



arrived;

One to each pro

"equality

Sec,

SeCo

The Second Divigion had already been made before any settlers

before 1739, There were 63 numbered lotsg plus a 64th
laid out for some unknown reason or burpose. These lots digd not
correspond in

prietor's Share, they were 80 acres in size with

in quality and quantity,n

[

Sec.

See,

Sec.,

1766, Benjamin Southwick to John Lindsey, H22-52,
(F14~540) (F20-259, 1802)

1741, Joseph Flint to Benjamin Southwick, H26-465,
(F20-259, 1802)

1741, Daniel Epes to Samuel Barnard, F22-23¢,
(¥8-353) (F41-348, 1819)

1741, Samuel Brown to Bejamin Prescott, H18-441,
(F8-353) (F39-214) Schoolhouse on or near it,

1759, Samuel Aborn to Robert Peebles, Jr., H1-670,
(F28-370) (F44-187, 1820)

1739, Jonathan Waters to Isaac Goodale, E28-268,
(F15-671, 1795)

1778, James Berry to William Berry, F15-78,

1758, Joseph Goldthwait to Joseph Goldthwait, H4-446,
(¥37-8, 1816) '
1739, James Buffington to Jonathan Southwick, H W-706.
(F44-318,1820)

1759, Amos Foster to Elizabeth and John Trask, Jr.,
F13-398, (F1-236) (F44-318, 1820)

1748, Samuel Cook to Joseph Clough, H Y-268,

(H18-89) (F43-17, 1814). "Mineral oart in NW corner,
1762, Giles Crouch Kellogg and Robert Stone to Robert
Stone, H2-9, (F6-677, 1814)

1747. Benjamin Brown to William Lynde, H w-255,
"Pine Hill lot" (F4-611, H5-185) (F26-58, 1797)

1768, Samuel Wheeler to William Haskins, F5-511.
(F2%-415, 1796) _

1739, John Trask, Jr. to “nos Buxton, E78-31,
(F41-145) (F4l-348, 1819)

1771, James Berry to Alexander Berry, F24-389,
(F41-348, 1819)

1749, Amos Pueham to John Buxton, E98-144,

(F19-53, 1803)

1767, Jacob Fuller to Archibsald Crossett, H9-160,
(F29~144, 1807)

t\
1748, John Proctor, Jr. to Benjamin Southwick, H26-445,
H9-160, H10-309, F24-158) (F24-159, 1792)
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Ds

(May 6, 1646]

Marblehead, inhabitants of

petition to the General Court asking that
sone order mey be established to nrevent the
burning of their firewood, stage timber zna

flakes tufr by the fishermen vho make yearly
visits,

Vol. 60° 35
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