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Pisgah Trip Reflections, Audrey Barker Plotkin, October 2008 retatwe b shcefe ©

What makes the Harvard Forest Pisgah tract special?
e [ts history as a model of nature,
¢ The size of the trees, living and especially dead
e The wild feeling. But what does that mean anyway?
e The microtopography.

To me, something really cool is the forest structure. I really loved the title of John Weishampel’s
seminar at Harvard Forest, ‘Exploring forest textures’

Forests are beautiful in part because their structure comprises an array of vertical lines. This can
range from an extremely uniform red pine plantation, in which the spacing and height of the lines
is unvarying. This structure lacks richness and is monotonous, but even it has a certain soothing

beauty, maybe like a Phillip Glass composition.

Now, a stratified forest includes trees of varying species and/or ages, and tends to vary more
across the horizontal plane. That is, there is spatial clumping produced by microenvironment
and reproduction patterns of different species. The dominant line of the forest is still vertical,
however.

At Pisgah, the line of the forest is crisscrossed, moving both upwards vertically with the living
trees and scattered snags, and horizontally, with the massive fallen trees — mainly along the
ground but also suspended up to a few meters from the forest floor.

Does structure matter in and of itself? Is it imperative to link structure to function in order for
the structure to have meaning? It is aesthetically satisfying to describe forest structure, but what
makes it science?

Criss-crossed trees azg ‘October 2008 (AB).



