New Hampshire Historical Society

December 13, 1984

Faith Harrington

State Cooperative Regional Archaeological Plan
Ward Ave.

Concord NH 03301

603-224-5405

Dear Mr. Foster:

I came across your letter today and thought you might be interested in a couple
of things. First, I enclose my article which I mentioned te you in the
off-chance that you have not yet read it. I'm afraid it deals quite
specifically with archaeological and historical sources of data; not

with the natural and ecological data from vegetational studies that you

are interested in. However, I thought I would send it along anyway

since you requested it. As you can see, my report is preliminary in

nature and covers only a small portion of a vetry large park. I'd

like to hear more about your research in Pisgah.

Second, T have been corresponding with Steven Hamburg at Stanfor:d and

his research sounds very similar to yours. He is interested in assembling
biological data in formulating a model of a forest site's history, and

has found tree cores, soil profiles, and microtopography very wvaluable

in interpreting more traditional historical sources. He will be speaking
on his work in New Hampshire at the annual Society for Historical Arch-
aeology meetings in Boston this January(flyer and registration forms
enclosed) and I suggest you catch up with him at that time.if at+all
possible.

Third, I am now back to a full-time schedule in Comcord, having just
about finished my doctoral dissertation. I am here four days a week--
all except Fridays. Please call me if you would like to arrange a
meeting.

All the best.

Sincerely,
S h ) . e ——\\
5 7 |

Fdit Harriné‘ n (J/

Hisforic Sites Archaeologist

fh/enc.

Thirty Park Street  Concord, New Hampshire 03301 603/ 225- 3381



1985
SOCIETY FOR HISTORICAL ARCHAEOQLOGY
ANNUAL MEETING

January 9-12, 1985
Park Plaza Hotel, Boston

In 5 weeks the Society for Historical Archaeology will hold its annual meeting
in Boston, and on Saturday, January 12, there will be 2 symposia devoted exclusively
to historical archaeology in New Hampshire. Everyone interested in New Hampshire
history and archaeology is strongly urged to attend, and the fee for attending
for 1 day is only $10.00,

Program details are as follows:

Three Decades of Historical Archaeology in New Hampshire:
What Does the Future Hold?

Saturday Morning, Session #34, 10:15-12:25

Opening Remarks - David Starbuck (RPI)
New Hampshire History and Historical Archaeology: What Will Cooperative Efforts
: Mean for Fach? - William Taylor (Plymouth State)
”ﬁ?Natural Resources and New Hampshire Agriculture: 1780-1950-- Steven Hamburg (Yale)
Sea Tenure in Early 17th-Century New Hampshire: Native Americans and Furopeans -
Faith Harrington (New Hampshire Historical Society)
Underwater Archaeology in New Hampshire - David Switzer {(Plymouth State)
Cookstoves and Canthooks - Billee Hoornbeek (U.S. Forest Service)
Discussant - Charles Clark (UNH)

Saturday Afternoon, Session #36, 1:45-3:55

Material Culture and Agricultural History Studies in New Hampshire - Richard
Waldbauer (Brown) 5

New Hampshire Stone Chambers: A Historical Review - Daniel Leary (NEARA)

The Archaeology of a Neighborhood: Deer Street, Portsmouth, New Hampshire -
Aileen Agnew (Strawbery Banke)

New Hampshire Redware Potters - Mary Dupre (New Hampshire Historical Society)

The Industrial Archaeology of New Hampshire - David Starbuck (RPI)

Discussant - Charles Clark (UNH)

In order to register for the meeting, please send in the conference preregistration
form.



State of New Hampshire
Department of Resources and Economic Development

Division of Parks and Recreation

105 Loudon Road Wilbur F. LaPage
PO. Box 856 Director
Concord, N.H.
03301

May 5, 1987

Dr. Ernest M. Gould, Jr.
Harvard University
Harvard Forest
Petersham, MA 01366

Dear Ernie:

Thank you for the study of forest succession from Pisgah. I will enclose
a copy of our draft management plan for Pisgah which I think you will find
interesting and relevant.

If you can find the time, we would deeply appreciate your thoughts about
the plan”s philosophy and objectives. Under this plan, we are not going
to try to keep motorized use out of Pisgah; but we do hope to effectively
zone it.

e

Many thanks for your offer of help. I hope we can spend some time
together at Pisgah this year. We”ll keep you posted on the plan”s
| progress; and on site visit dates. All the best.

Sincerely,

r A ’ ./l/
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Wilbur F. LaPage, Director
WFL/am
pc: Mal Thomas

FEnclosure
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603 271 3255 603 271 -3556 Eotucalion Jelnoio 603 271;362?
603 271-3254 603 2?13254

"New Hampshire Parkiaocds- Worth o OUdoser Look”
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State of New Hampshire
. Department of Resources and Economic Developmeht

Division of Parks and Recreation

105 Loudon Road Wilbur F. LaPage
P.O. Box 856 Director
Concord, N.H.

03301

June 4, 1987

Dr. Ernest Gould

Harvard Forest

Petersham, MA 01366

Dear EKrnie:

Thank you for sending the collection of Pisgah research papers. These
will be invaluable to us as we begin to develop interpretive materials.
I”m sure our new manager, John Twitchell, will be glad to get these,

It was good to see you at Hanover.,

Best regards,

wilbur F. LaPage, Director

WFL/am

pe: John Twitchell

Adminstration Park Operaiions information and Bureau of Off Revreatlon Searvices
603 271-3255 603 271-3556 Education Highway Vehicles 603 271-3627
603 271-3254 603 271-3254

“MNew Hampshire Parklands-Worth a Closer Look”
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State of New Hampshire
= Department of Resources and Economic Developmefit

Division of Parks and EHecreation

105 Loudon Road Wilbur F. LaPage
PO. Box 856 Director
Concord, N.H.
03301

May 5, 1987

Dr. Ernest M. Gould, Jr.
Harvard University
Harvard Forest
Petersham, MA 01366

Dear Ernie:

Thank you for the study of forest succession from Pisgah. T will enclose
a copy of our draft management plan for Pisgah which T think you will find
interesting and relevant,

If you can find the time, we would deeply appreciate your thoughts about
the plan”s philosophy and objectives. Under this plan, we are not going
to try to keep motorized use out of Pisgah; but we do hope to effectively
zone it.

Many thanks for your offer of help. I hope we can spend some time
together at Pisgah this year. We”ll keep vou posted on the plan”s
progress; and on site visit dates. All the best,

Sincerely,
Y /f’
7 ’/ ’/5’

AAA

Wilbur F. LaPage, Director
WFL/am

pc: Mal Thomas

Enclosure
Administration Park Operations information and Sureay of Off Recreation Services
803 271-3255 803 271-3556 Education Highway Vehicies 603 271-3627

603 271-3254 603 271-3254

“New Hampshire Parklands-‘Worth a Closer Look”



It was an article of faith for years among forest ecologists that old growth stands,
unlike other forest communities, did not change. The trees, having reached their
maximum size and height, were believed to exist in a kind of permanent stasis. Studies of
the Pisgah old growth forest were among the first to challenge this notion, beginning with
Richard Fisher. His pleas to save the tract for scientific study revealed his belief that the
forest was in a continuous cycle of growth, death and regeneration. Following his death in
1934, work done at Pisgah particularly after the 1938 hurricane, proved Fisher correct.
Soil studies showed the prescence of charcoal, for example, that demonstrated the forest
had survived fire. Examination of growth rings, vegetation patterns, and ferest.-

_compesition, all showed the tract had gone through a number of successional stages and
had weathered previous natural calamities including hurricanes, lightning and disease.

“There is no question he was way ahead of his time," Dave said, speaking of his
predecessor. "Because of him, Pisgah has become a very important place.”

Clngen i M;’JM
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Januvary 4, 1978

Dean Richard Leahy

Faculty of 3Arks and Sciences
University Hall 20

Harvard University
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Dick:
~ Here is a brief description of the history and wvalue of the Pisgah
Tract. T alszo included some notes on the presant tax status, a nap
showing the general location and two papers referriny to researoh.
A similar report on the Mathews Plantation is belng prepared right
now. As this invelves review of a large amount of flle material, it
will take a little longer. However, I expect to be able to send this to

vou within two or three days. ‘

Yours sincerely,

Martin H., Vimmermann
MMAts

Enclosures ~ 3



The Pisgah Tract of the Harvard Forest

History

Prior to 1938, the Pisgah Tract of Harvard University, a 20-acre parcel,
now located in the middle of the Pisgah State Park in the town of Winchester,
New Hampshire, contained a stand of beautiful old white pines, considered to be
virgin forest.

On July 4, 1926 an article appeared in the New York Times entitled,

"New England’'s Virgin Forest in Danger", written by Mary Lee. In this

article Professor R. T. Fisher {first Director of the Harvard Forest) is quoted
to have said, "I would like to see it under the joint supervision of the Harvard
and Yale Forestry Schools™. It appears that this was the beginning of a cam-
paign to collect the money to buy the 20-acre parcel from the owner, which was
the New England Box Company in Greenfield, Massachusetts. Many individual
contributors made this purchase possible. A letter by Prof. Fisher to Mr. W. E.
Dickinson of the New England Box Company dated December 24, 1926, acknowledges
the deed. The purchase price was set at %20,000; of this, $18,000 was paid
immediately, the remaining $2,000 after January 1st, 1927. After this date,

an additional sum of money was solicited to provide a small endowment for the
purpese of paying taxes on the property and to study the area.

The Pisgah Tract has been set aside exclusively for the study of a virgin
forest. BAs you know, the 1938 hurricane blew down all large trees with the
exception of about 15 to 20 individuals. The University was then approached

by Mr. Thomas E. Hanifin of Belchertown, Massachusetts and asked if it would



e
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want to sell the fallen trees to salvage the valuable timber, but it was de-
cided, in the interest of the original purpose of the purchase, to forego this
sale. The letter from Assistant Director A. C. Cline of June 20, 1939 contains
the following statement. "After thorough consideration of the purposes for
which this old growth forest was originally acguired, it has been decided to
let nature continue to take her course free from interference by man. I must
inform you, therefore, that there is no possibkility of making you a stumpage
sale."

During the years 1968-75 we had some correspondence with the Department of
Resources and Economic Development about the Pisgah Tract. The State acquired
considerable land areas in this mountainous region for a new State Park to be
named Pisgah Wilderness. State officials were originally interested in buying
the Pisgah Tract, until we had convinced them that the University has an in-
terest of its own to keep and study the Tract with a minimum of human gnter—

ference.

value of the Pisgah Tract to the University

ok e o
RTF

y

The purchase of the land was made during a period when many people still -
believed that all of New England was once covered with white pine stands of
the type found in the Pisgah area. Subsequent research showed that pure
white pine stands must have been rare even before the arrival of white man. i
In the Pisgah Tract the white pines were even-aged and had all coriginated
around 1650. This indicated that the stand resulted from a major disturbance,
namely the hurricane of 1635 which was followed by a forest fire {see Henry, J.D;

and Swan, J.M.A., 1974, "Reconstructing Forest History from Live and Dead Plant



Material - An Approach to the Study of Forest Successicon in Southwest New
Hampshire", Ecology 55: 772-783). Most of the large white pines were blown
down in 1938; these wefe not salvaged, and the forest succession is now
studied.

The tract is of considerable value to the Harvard Forest (and, of course,
also to ecologists in Cambridge and to the scientific community at large),
because it is the only truly virgin forest the University owns; in fact, it
is one of the very few virgin forest stands of New England. As it is located
in the middle of a State wilderness area, it is quite well protected.

The annual endowment income is accumulated until enough is available to
have an interested student do research on the property. The Henry-Swan study
is a good example of this. A small segment of the area was then studied by
"archaeological methods" which had been picneered at the Harvard Forest in
the early 1950's by Earl Stephens (see Oliver, C.DP. and Stephens, E.Pi, 1977,

"Reconstruction of a mixed-species forest in Central New England”, Ecology

58: 562-572}.



Notes on Present Tax Status of Pisgah Tract

Barly in 1977, the Town of Winchester, New Hampshire, reassessed
properties in the township, for the purpose of taxation for 1977. In prior
years we had to pay approzimately $B0 in taxes per year to the Town of
Winchester; this year we received a bill for $272.69. The endowment income
for the current (1977-78) fiscal vear is $474., We filed an abatement, he-
cause in view of the undisturbed natural condition of the land, it should be
valued and taxed as Natural Preserve land as authorized under RSA 79-A as
amended. More of the endowment income would then be available for occasioconal

research activities.



Extract of the Deed of Tthe porilon of the Cathsdral Woods %o

o]

: _ the Town of Conway v Mt .
barsf am [R2AR - u H-

PO OHAVE AND TO HOLD the said granted vrémises, with all the privileges
and sppurienances %o the same belonging o it, the sald Town of Sonway
and ite successors in municipal jurisdiotion, upon The Trusis and oon-
ditiong hevseinafier nmentionsd. .

snd we, the said Charles W. Hubbard and the said Annie H. Davis, and our
heirs, execubors and administraiors, do hereby covenant, grant and sgree
to 208 with the said Town of Conway and 1ts successors in municlpal 11
rigdiction and 138 sucecessors in truost that until the delivery hereof we
asre ithe lawful owners of the said premises snd are seized and possessed
thereff in our own right in fee simpie; and have full power and lswinl
authority bo grant and convey the sawme in manner sforesald; that the pre-
miges afe free and olear from 211 and every incunbrance whstsosver, e
sept taxes Ffor the curvent year, which taxes 11 is part of the considera-
tion hersof thaet the said Town shall not collect; and that we and owr
heirs, exesubors and sdminlstrators shall and will warrant and defend

the same To the said Town of Copway and 198 8U00eB8H0OTS in munidipel Jure
isdiction and its suceessors in brust, sgeinst the lawful claims and
demands of any person or persons, claiming by through or uunder us b
ggainst none other; bubt it iz part of the consideration hereol that said
Town shall not eolleet any iexes against the said premises for the currsnt
VBET .

PROVIDED, hewever, that this conveyance shall be upon the trusis and oofe
ditions thet the ssid Town of Conwey snd its successors in municipal Jure
isdicetion over the premises nereby conveyemd and its sucsessors in trust
sheil hold, use and mansge the pald premises for the public use snd bene-
£i% as a public forsst reserve forever, doing and suffering no cuitting of
the treaes thereon excepd Buch a8 may De necewaary permanently ¢vo preserve
the forest growth thereon in the most heslthy condition possible, and uponm
the further trust and condition that 1f the =28&id Towm of Conwey or 1is
suocessors s aforesaid shall derive any net income from the said properiy
hereby conveyed, sush nel income ahell pe emploved im caring for and ime
proving the said property for lhe publis benefit or in buying pdéitional
tracte of land %o be held in connection with the foregoing upon the same
tpust and condibions 88 herein declared, And provided, further, thal upon
the said Town of Conway or its successors in munieipal jurisdiction ceasling
to nold, use snd manags the same In the menner prescribed, or doing or
gfiffering to be done BREE On the premipes sny act which ghell interfers with
the full usge of the same for the prupeses end trus ts above preseribed, then
upon such happening the fee wershby conveyed shall be divested from the

said Town of Conway and 1is 8UCOESS0TS in municipal jurisdiciion and shall
yest in the Booisty for Protection of Hew Hompshire Forests or 158 cor-
porate sucoessgor, if Lhe saild Society or A corporate successdd thereof
shall then be in existence, bubt upon the same trusts and conditions ag are
above prescribed, subject to be divested from the salé Soclebty and its
corporate BUCCEBBOTSH snd to be vested in the State of Hew Hampshire upon
the wssid Soclety or 1i8 successors pommitbing or sufferlng any defanlt

queh as would under the terms rereof divesi the Baid Town of fonway of



.

title. Provided, further, that in case the said Society or its =m cor-
porate sucecessor shall st any time cease to exist without gorporate suc-
eegsion able and willing to assume the said trusts and conditions, and
the said fee shall have been vested, or shall in aceordance with the
foregoing become vestible, in the said Sociedy or any suecessor thereof,
then the said fee shall be divested and shall vest in the State of New
Hampshire; and the State of New Hempshire, if and however 1%t shall ac-
giire title %o the ‘said premises, shall observe all of the trusts and.
conditions above imposed upon the said Tovn of Conway as to the use srud
management of the said premises,
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY ‘
HARVARD FOREST

PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS
U. 8 A, 01366
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Dr. Earl Smith /773 )”
Box 440 pﬁjM
Fairfield, Pennsylvania--17320 oo '
Dear Dr. Smith: /?% g

I'm writing im-the hopes gf jogging your memory concerning some of
your work from the past - 194 to be exact! Along with some graduate
students I have compiled all of the data from past Harvard Forest studies
at the Pisgah site in Winchester, New Hampshire. These extend from the
early work by R. T. Fisher in 1915 to include Branch, Lotti and Daley's
studies in the late 1920's, Steve Spurr's work after the hurricane and,
more recently, Mark Swan and David Henry's study in 1968. We have ex-
tensively sampled the vegetation and downed wood from the 1938 hurricane
and thus have great data on the pre-hurricane forest and the changes
following the storm.

#

Area CopE 617
724-3285

In our files there is data from a transect sampled by you and
J. Scudder in 1942. Unfortunately there is little accompanying informa-
tion and I'm hoping that you may be able to supply some background. 1In
particular we are interested in the following:

1. What was the motivation for the study - was this a project of P !
Spurr's or Cline's? A#%. Seollor ¢ E pave ;iforerssd 3 DF ‘"’f’f
d’uc.-.a»;’;.a/—"/cl 0’4’1/!‘/ "'/gaf'; pars s ﬂ&__{zr:f 77{,,.1 {mf finesd oo 4rore, 207 A
2. Is the transect you- sampled the ame as that sampled by Spurr ﬁ :yz-:.uu"
and descrlbed in hls ‘1954 paper. in Ecology‘? _7:.' /5, & /U‘o f.(a.a..,

3. 'There is no descrlptlon of’the: Jocation of the transect Would
you be able, even very generally, to 1ocate it on the enclosed oo -
map? yAe oot - /ff:/- /,/ rivE Fpresf T S s
' s L Fepemd “"‘
I realize thatilt b Iong tlme but b ‘would be very grateful
for any information that you might rdﬁlde “The historical studies con-
~tinue to be the-best descrlptlon of the dynamics of virgin forest in New
England and we hope to make them as. complete as possible.

Thanks very much for your help.
Sincerely yours,

oA -

David R. Foster
Assistant Professor
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June 12, 1984

Dr. Williawm Branch
1217 Running Springs Road 2
Waluut Creek, CA 94595

~ Dear Dr. Branch:

Since dgsuming the position of ecologist at the Harvard Forest in Septem-
ber 1 have become involved in a study of the Pisgah Tract in southwestern New
Hampshire. My interest is to supplement the extensive unpublished information
‘in the Harvard Forest Archives with field studles to document the disturbance
history of the area and the vegetation dymamics In response to bwoad-scale per-
turbations.

1 have been thoroughly impressed by the quantity and quality of historical
waterial available, especially from your study in 1929-30. Although I have un-
covered all the original notes, cruise notebooks, and photographs, I have some
questions concerning other material that I hope you may be able to answer.

1. "Etfifé Gould and I have been unable to locate a map with the old-growth
plot locationa. Was one prepared and do you have any ldea on its whereabouts?

2. Where th the 1927 permanent sample plot located? We have detalled

... mape and mnalyses but no location.

: 3.'”ﬁ6ﬁf§xtensive weré theé"old growth areas in the 1920's and what was
the history behind the study?

IF you know of any additional information it would be greatly appreciated.
I wdso am compiling & bibliography of the Harvard Forest and would appreciate
a 1iat of your publications, if available, to include in this record.

"I look forward to hearing of any information that you may be zble to
provide and having read so much of your work, mm glad to have the opportunity
tqucorrgspond with you.

Sincerely,

David R. Foster
Assistant Professor

Enclo%urea
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