HARVARD UNIVERSITY

HARVARD FOREST
PETERSHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

June 15, 1939

The Board of Agsessors
Winchester, N. H.

Gentlemen:

Some time ago I informed you that I had
learned through indirect sources of the de-
gstruction of our Z0-acre o0ld growth stand on
Pisgah Mountain by the hurricane of last
September.

Since my last writing I have had an op-
portunity to visit the property ln person,
and I found only a scattering of trees stilll
standing~-not more than 1b to 20 treesg all
told. '

At the request of Director Shepard, I
wigh to inquire what specific information
is needed by your Board, or what action may
be properly taken by us in order to assure
a reductlion in the asgessed valuatlon of
this property commensurate with its lowered
value.

Very truly yours,

e,
Asgistant Director




February 3, 1835

The Board of Asszessors
¥inchester, Bew Hampshire

Gentlemens
you doubtless know, our ZO-asre tract of old
growth timber on Plsgeh Mountaln wee slpost completely
wrecked by the h@r&i@@ﬁé. I% hes Dbeen reported to me
by = friend who visited the trsst recently that only
five standing trses were visible from The point whers
the trall entered our property.

¥ owish %o eall this loss in vzlue %o your attention,
go that the proper adjustment mey be made in deltermining
the assessed valuatlon of She property.

Very ftruly yours,

&ﬁéi%tant Director
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"PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS OF HARVARD COLLEGE

W, H, Crarin, Jr., Treasurer

OFrricE oF THE TREASURER

24 Mrg Strert, Boston 9, MassacruserTs

March 26, 1947

Mr. 3tephen H. Spurr
Harvard Forest
Petersham, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Spurr:

T am giving below the statement as to real estate

and timber on the College property in Winchester and Moulton-

boro, Wew Hampshire, as reported on our April 1, 19&6 re-

turns.

Will wyou let me know 1f any changes should be made in

our 1917 returns.

Moulbtonboro:

About 700 acres of land with a valuatlion of $6,000.
Merchantable wood and timber on the land as follows:

2LL00Mft. pine; 5OM f&. hemlock; soft wood 500 acres:

hard wood 220 acres; average age %0 years.

Winchester:

HHC/P

"About 20 acres of forest land. This tract is situate in

the town of Winchester In the vicinlty of Pisgah Mountain,
and previous to the hurricane of September 21, 1938 supported
a substantlial stand of old growth tlmber. This stand was
completely levelled by the storm, only a few scattering trees
of no value remalning standing. It was impractical to sal-
vage any of the timber." $200.

Very truly yours

Henry H. Cutler
Assistant to the Treasurer




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

AODRESS REPLY TO
STATE DIRECTOR

NEW ENGLAND FOREST EMERGENCY PROJECT

y AMOSKEAG HORTH UPPER CANAL BLDG,
AND REFER TO MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE, BOX 210

F (NEFE) 38 Central Square
PIRE CONTROL Keene, New Hempshire
Hazard Reduction September 28, 1940

A. G.Cline, Dirsctor
Harvard University
Harvard Forest
Petarsham, Massachusetis

Dear Mre.Cline:
Your letter of September 25 has been recelveds
The trail lemding from the Dickinson Cemp to your
old growth stend on Pisgah Mountain in the Town of Win-

chester, Wew Hampshire was opened last year by a CCC Crew.

I have not been over the trail this year, however,
it is assumed thet it is still open and usable.

Very sincerely yours,

HOWARD Ao

Digt ot Project Sup ervi{é




Sepvenber 256, 1940.

r, He B, dklskog, District Bupte s
HETEA,
58 Uentral Sqguare,

o B

A yesr or more ago I mede a trip with the then
gupervisor of the Kesne office to our old growvih stand
on Pisgah Mountaln in the sown of ¥inchester. The main
oblset of this trip was toc discuss the nossibllility of
protecting this area against Iive.

Bepsuse of its loestion, high up on a rldge op,

and 1%t inacoessibllity, 1t wae decided that & flre line
or any device of that sort would be of 1ittle uss, Hut

1t was agreed ihat the trail leading from the Digkinson

sawmill 5o our old growsh tract would be opened up by a

i pg hazard veduction erew, Hy purpose in writing is %o
inguire whether this trall has been opened.

In case vou ave not familiar with the loeation
of the avres in guesilon is veached by golng to the
village of Ashuelol, taking the woods raad from a point
goposite the New England Box Company's plant %o the site
of the Dickinson sawmill, then going on foot over an old
logeing roed for about & wile %o a plle of rocks beside
the road, then baking a trail to the right up a rather

Yy,

steep slope for about s quarter of & mile %o our boundary

1ine,

Vary tpuly Yours,

Director
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PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS OF HARVARD COLLEGE b

OFFICE OF THE TRBASURER

Wy H. CLAPLIN, JR., Treasurer 24 Mk STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

April 5, 1940

Mr. A. C. Cline, Director
Harvard Forest
Petersham, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Cline:

I am much obliged for your letter of
April Ath. It seems to me that we are perfectly
justified in gilving a valuation of $200 for the land
ex the stand of trees, since we have always valued
it at $2,000 with the trees standing, and I am there-
fore filing the return with this figure. It is,
of course, extremely doubtful whether the Selectmen
will tax the property at anything like this lower

figure, but at least we will be on record with them.

Sincerely yours,

HAW MEL Deputy Treasurer
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Cly%?EszZ Ockober 1938

L ionel B- 22
Hrasvwaeg Aol j)e.ﬁav"r?%'on ok Pis%ah ~%re;+

Dear ¥r. Gast:

Although you may have seen my note by this time,
I thought I might as well tell you the detalls.,

It took us a long time to get to the tract itself because
of the windfalls, so that when we did get there we didrdtihhave time to
look over the whole twenty acres. We looked at what we could see fram
the place where the trail enters the tract proper, where the Harvard
Forest sign is, and everything #inssight wassflat, except for an occ-
alsional very blg tree, possibly a dozeh in all still standing.

Since I have never been there before, I don't know whether
the remainlg ones were really of the blggest, but the fact that most
evrything is down made the remaining ones a very impressive sighti.

I sure wish I had seen the place while it was still there.,

Well, thafs the sad story. If thereis anything I can do

for you or the Departmént here, or in Petersham when I'm there, please

let me know.

jours truly,



October 18, 1538

¥r. Charles P, Figher
Lionel Dezg

Harvard Universi bty
Conbridge, Mass.

Deay harlie:

Thank you very much for the nobte and the letter
elliing what you found et Plesgeh. That you saw possibly
dozen blg trees 83ill standing gives us g 1little en-

Tere) F&g@ﬁﬁﬁt to hope thabt the ares 12 not entirely de-
gbroyed, Thus, a &&% bilg tress nesr the pond at the
bottom of the Towm Swawp road Shad goes by Splnney’s nsy
ove gulle va lusble relles for certain geneticael =ork,
wugh many silvieuliurel possibilitles have been wipsd
ﬂuﬁg certaln opportunities o311l vemaln.

mk{: G" 1}3 [ ﬁ? EM

[ty
Ty
1

i too am very sorpy that you did not see Pisgah
belfors.

Thanking you agein for your thoughtfulness, I =m,

Yery truly ¥Yours,

P, R, Gast



June 13, 1939

Hr, Philip Rogers
Hardwlck, Hasgsg,

Dear Mr. Hogers:

I must tell you of 2 hurried trip made a
few days ago To our old growth forest on Pilsgah
Y¥ountain in ¥inchegter, . H. I regret very much
that time did not permlt getting in touch with
vou, but, =28 1% turned ouit, I think it was jJjust
ag well,

The old woods road wos so £1lled with fallen
trees that we not only found the trasveling very
difficult but lost ocur way and succeeded 1n find-
ing the old gtand only after wssting 2 great deal
of energy in searching. %e found it completely
blown down with the exgeption of ten or fifteen
0ld pine Yrees., However, even 1n 1ts oresent
prostrate form, 1t 1s something worth sesing.

The Fire Hazard Beduction 0ffice 2% Keene
has sgreed to open up the old woods rosd, and
£ would suggest that we postpone our trin up
there untll this hag been done,

Very sincerely yvours,

bgaictant Director

S
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My, Thomas B, Hanifin
Belehertown, Mass,

Dear ¥r, Hanlfin:

I have bsen informed of your
further inguiry regarding the noggli-
Billty of & stumpsge sale of the
blown down timber in our old growih
tract on Plagah Mountsin.

After thorough considerstion
of the purvoses for which this old
growth forest was originslly asguired,
1% has been decided to let nature
continue to take her course free From
interference by man. I must inform
you therefore that there 1s no possi-
bility of making you = stumpage sale.

Very sincerely yours,

Asgistant Director
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April 10, 1939

pr. H. . Herrilil
Arnold Arborstum
Jamaloa Plain, MHass,

Dear Dr, Herrill:

As you know, the old growth btimber at MHount

Plsgahn was blown down by the hurricsne. Cline and

I have recently had some dlscussion o¥ the pros and
cons of salvage. This tract, (line informs me, was
donated on condlfion that it be left perpetually in

2 natural state. Cline takes the polnt of view, which
I amp inclined %o share, that it would be best to leave
the tract undisturbed. A48 you know, the tract 1ls very
igsclated and 1t would teke a good desl of rosd con-
struction %e get the timber out, 2nd 1t is doubtful

1T we could break even on the logging.

Another fsctor, of course, 13 the question of
the Tire nazard from the publie standpoint., I am
taking this metler up vith the Forest Service., It
might be possible to surround the tract with a fire
lane, Af we deglde to leave 1t 28 is.

1 should be glad tc heave your views. You mlght
1ike also Tto consult Raup snd %o get hie views from
the ecological standpoint.

Sincerely vours,

Director



HARVARD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF ADMINISFRATOR OF
BOTANICAL COLLECTIONS OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY

ARNOLD ARBORETUM, JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS., U.8.A,
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Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

Atking Institation of the Arnold Arboretum G : .
' ray Herba , Cambridgs, Mass.
Soledad, Cisnfuegos, Cuba y Hlexbarium, vambriegs, [1as

H . .
Botanical Garden, Cambridge, Mass. ‘ T:rvl\t;rd.FOI\l;st Izatorshc];m, Jgas-s P
Botanical Museum, Cambridgs, Mass. e Maria Moors Cabot Foundation for

Bussey Institution, Jamaiea Plain, Mass. Botanical Research

Farlow Herbarivm and Library, Cambridge, Mass.

April 11,1839

Dear Shepard:

My reaction on the Pisgah tract is that it should
be left as it 1is. gertainly we are not justified in expend-
ing more that the salvaged timber would bring merely to "clean
up" the place. The other slternstive is,o0f course,to give
the fallen timber to any operstor who would take it out at
his own expense,but frankly I do not like to contemplate this
unless the work was done under very close supervision. T
would then say leave it s it is and see if you cannot get
the Forest Service or some other public agency to do what
is needed to0 be done to reduce the fire hazard,

Raup agrees with me that the real future value
of the Pisgah trmct lies in its being leit slone as lar as
possible; i.e., that there should be no lumbering operations
permitted. e believe that the "fire lane" idea is & good
one 1f it can be consummated,

T suppose that one of the reasons why this small
tract was not lumbered originally was,in part,the actual
expense of getting the timber out on account of the nature
of the terrabn; and now that extensive lumbering opersations
are not being ecarried on in the immediate vieinity of our
tract it would seem to be unlikely that any satisfactory
srrangment could be made with local operators.

Very trg&?:?Turs -
BE.D.Merrill
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February 1, 1938

¥r, Fred J. Yeber
Hinsdale, H.H,

Deny Sir:

I wish to scknowledge vour letter of January 24
in regard to ocur old growth Bimber in Wincheater,

which was Dlown down by The hurricsne.

This fract was purehssed chiefly te study whatl
heppens under natural conditions, when there is no
interference by man. ind since ths hurricane can be
loocksd upon a8 an asct of God, I believe that to carvy
out the wishes of the donors no effort should be nade
%o salvage the Tiwbsr. IT by any chanoce the University
authorities should tske 8 different view of the matler,
I shall be glad %o le?t you know and to consider your
offer %o operate the down %Simber.

Very truly yours,

Assisvant Director



Mey 16, 1939

¥r. L. T. Payson, Dlstrict Supervisor

in Charge of Fire Hazard Heduotion Work
U, §. Foreat Service
Keene, ¥.H,

Desr Mr. Payson:

I apologise for not having gotten in touch
with vou agalin before now in regsrd %o our proposed
trip %o the Mount Plsgsh old growth tlmber in the
Lown of ¥inchesbter., One thing or smother came up
to prevent my getting sway, beslides whish I thought
1% wight be just a8 well to let the road lesdling
from the sitate highway to the old Dickinson saw-
mill dry up & 11%%le. Even now I am not sure that
this road 1z psegsable.

T an wondering whether you might find 1t con-
venlent %o make The trlp somefime next week, in
which ease I should be only %Soo glsd o meet your
sonvenience in seltting the day.

T believe vou were informed through Director
Shepard that the University suthoritles feel that
the old growth forest should be left undisturbed -
by man, in order thai we may sarry out the orlginal
purpeses of preservipng the srss forever in & wild
state. Whether sny sort of a fire line saround
the 20-scre plece would be effective, or wie ther
you would conslder underiteking such a project,

g of course & matter whish rests with vou.

At vour convenilence, will yvou kindly let me
know what date would he bezt for yvou?

Very teuly yours,

Agsistant Director



N

May 23, L0785

Mr, Clavieon N, Heath, Jy., Chief
Special Torestry Progprams
fepartment of Resources and
Beononde Development

?. 3, Box 856

State House Annex

Concord, Few Hampshire (03301

Deay Mr. Henth:

Thank you for yvour letter of May 21, concerning the Z0~acte lot that
helongs to larvard University in the Pisgah wilderness avea. This parcel
contained a atand of beaviiful old white pines and was condidered virgin
forest. On July 4, 1920 an article appeared in the Hew York Times, sn-
titled "Hew England’s Virgin Torest in Danger”, written by Mary Les. 1iIn
this article Professor W. T. Fisher (first Director of the Harvard Forast)
1g guoted to have saild, "I would like to see it under the joint supervision
of the Harvard and Yale Forestry Schools®™. It appears that this article was
the beginoing of a campalgn te collect woney to buy the 20-acre parcel from
the owner which was the New England Pox Co. in Greenfield, YMass, HMany in-
dividual contributors made this purchase possible., A letter by Prodsssor
Fisher to dMr. W. B, Dickinson of the M, . Pox Co., dated December 24, 1926,
apknowledgzes the dead. 'The purchase price was set at $25,000; of which
518,000 was padd dmmedistely, the remaidning 52,000 witer January lst, 1927,

i}

~J

After this date, an additional sum of wmoney was solicited te provide a
small endownent for the purpeose of paying the tsaxwes on the property and to
atudy the area.

The Piggah Tract has been set aside exclugively for the study of a vir-
gin forest. As you know, the 1938 burricane blew Zown all large trees with
the exception of about 15 te 20 individuals. The University was then approached
vy Mr, Thomas E. Hanifin of Belchertown, Mass. and asked if it would not want
to sell the fallen tyees to salvage the valuable timber, but it wvas decidad,
in the interest of the original purpose of the purchase, to forego this sale.
The letter from Asst, Dirvector A. ©. Cline of June 20, 1939 contains the follow-
ing statement. YAfter thorvough consideration of the purposes for which this
old growth forest was orxiginally acquired, it has been decided to let nature
continue to take her course free from interference by man. I must inform you,
therefore, that there is no possibility of making vou a stumpage sale.”
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Jur policy has not changed sinee then, and I can zssuve vou that we

Lo continue &0
Lther have plans to
tirat we intend o

ki

I hope that this

b

With best wishe

oA,
O

=i

preserve the parcel as a wirgin Forest and that we
congtruct any bulldings or other structures thers,

gall 4ir.

letter contains the information you nead,
Yours sincavely,

ridn . FRidwmermann



Rt — g . e CS et
MANUFACTURERS OF

W@@EW@%%%@E@ MACHINERY
INDUCTION MOTORS

EXECUTIVE OFFICE CABLE ADDRESS:

«
TRADE-MARK REG. AND WORKS A SAWCOC, BosTton”
DEPT.

JAN. 26, 1939

Barvard University,
Harvard Forest,
Petersham, Mass.

LEttention Mr. A, C. Cline, Assistant Dirvector
Veap Bipg:

Appreciate very much indeed your letter
of Jan. 25th answering our recent letter to your
people about the possibility of needing planing mill
machinery.

Naturally, we are sovvy to learn that
in all probability you will not carry your opecvations
to 2 point where you will need finishing edquipment.
However, if there is any change in the program,
will be glad indeed to figure with vou on any
Planing Mi1ll Machinery reguirements.

Very truly yours,

S A WOODS MACHINE CO.

DRESIDENT Eg £
HCD/p



January 25, 1958,

Hr, 3, C. Dodge, President,
8. A, Yoods Haghine lo.,
Boston, Hass.

Hy dsar ¥r. Dodge:

Fr., Shepard has asgksd me to reply to your letier
of January 18 in regard %o our poassible needs Tor planing
will mashinery,

As you doubtless know, the sawing of the saslvaged
timber is Deling done under gontraet by the Hortheastern
Timber Salvage Administration. Under this srrangement 1%
is doubiful whether wa shall carry our cperations farther
than The delivery of logs to govermment recelving polints,
ieaving the nllling to those who ars squipped %o do 1%,

If there should be a c¢hange in this program and
it became deairable for us %o purechase any mllling and
planing machinary, we should be very glad to get in touch
with you,

Yery truly yours,

Aasiatant Director
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MANUFACTURERS OF

WOODWORKING MACHINERY

IRDUCTION MOTORS

EXECUTIVE OQFFICE _ o ”CAELE ADDRESS:‘

TRADE-MARK REG. AND WORKS L EFCHEERC N ﬁgﬁsﬁ;&_ SAWCO, BosToN’
CEFRT. A I e e i R REE e STt S

Januery 18, 1939

Mr. Ward Shepsard, Director
Harverd Forest
Petershem, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:-

It has been reported thst in connection with salvaging
operations on the timber over at Harvard College at or near
Petersham, certain planing mill equipment will be purchased.

I am not at all sure that this report is correct or that

there is a possibility of the college being in the market for
equipment such as Planer matcher or inside moulder or resaw.
However, if the report is true, then we naturally would 1like
very much indeed to figure with the college on their equipment
requirements.

Any informetion you can give us as to whether or not you ought
to be in the market for woodworking machinery and, if so, the
type of machinery involved, would be very much appreciated.

Very truly yours,

ﬁk‘?’%z_

PRESIDENT

HCD:ES
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Winehestsyr last June., They

ne valuation at 82000

Y valuation of 27000. This reductisn
maang b amount Lo less dthan haeld the

Forest Endowment Fund, FPreviocusliy

income by aboul 560,

Yery sincsrsly youra,

Agsiatant Direcior

g



Information given on tax bLlank sent %o town of
Winchesber, New Hampshire 1940

Gueation 1. Deseripiion of real estatel
2oegore bract of woodlsnd in the vioinity
of ?isga% Bountein. Prior %o the hurricsne of Bept.
28, 1838, this Tract supporitsd a a@a&ﬂ of old grovih
$imber. The stand wasz eompletely blown down by the

hurvicans, with the exception of a fev seatlered

trees, Ho timber wae salvaged,

All other guestions Ho or none



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FEDERAL SURPLUS COMMODITIES CORPORATION

S

ADDRESS REPLY ToO
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR
AND REFER TO

NEW HAMPSHIRE TIMBER SALVAGE ADMINISTRATION

Keene, New Hampshire
October 19, 1939

NEFE
PLANS
Current Work

Mr. A. C. Cline
Aeting Director of The Harvard Forest
Pebersham, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Clinet

Reference is made fo your letter of October 16th., regarding
the opening up of the old road and trail leading into your old
growth wf timber stand in the Town of Winchester.

The road is opened as far as the Dickinson camp but as yei
the trail from the camp leading into the woods has not been cleaned.
A crew will be put to work on the trail starting Monday, October
25rd. This will be finished by the 28th., if not soconer.

We are sorry that this work has not been done but we have
held this work area up in anfiecipation of getting a W.P.A. crew.

Very sincersly yours,

VIRGIL M. LANCASTER
District Project Supervisor
A é@w

By Howard H. Ahlskog, Acﬁing
J

-

/



Detober 23, 1830

Hr. V. M., Lancaater _
New Hampshire Timber Salvage Administration
Reene, N.H.

Dear Hy, Lancasher:

I am very glad to have Hr, Ahlskog'’s letter of
the 19%h informing me of your plans to open up the old
road lezding into the woods beyond the Dickinson camp
in the town of ¥inchester.

I might say that thiz old woods road contlinues
almost a%tralght in a northerly directlion from the
Diekinson camp, and that we are Ilnterested 1n 1T
chiefly fwrom the point where 1% lesves the camp to
the point where our side trall to the east takes off.
This latter point is marked by a czlrn some two Leet
high on the right-hond side of the woods road somewhet
over a mile north of the Dickinson csmo. Our side '
trall leads up a dry stream bed and 1s marked by blue
paint spots on the trees. OUnce the cnlrn ls uncovered,
I zm qulte sure that anyone lnterested in seelng whal
1s left of cur old growth stand will bave no diffdculty
finding enough of the paint spots %o lead him to the
former entrance to our itract.

Yery sincersely yours,

Aeting Director



June @, 1839

Hr. Henry 4. Payson
Hew Bngland Forest Emergency Ufflce
Eeene, H.H.

Dear Hr, Paysoni

I am very glad that 1t wes a%t last possible
for us o mske 2 Irip to owr former old growth
forest on Pilsgsh Mountaln in the town of Win-
chester, and may I say again that 1 grestly
sopreciste yvour glving your time to the trip.

If 1t comes within the boundg of your fire
hazard reducition work, we should of course be
very glad to have the old woods road opened up
a0 ug B0 leszen the amount of exertion regulred
to get up to owr properiy. I am frank to say
that 1t provided me with guite s workoul, and
I pm very sorry that we oversbot our objective
and went t0 & lot of extra work for nothing.

I should be only too vlesped %o show you
arountd FPelersham snd what 1s left of the Harvard
Forest at%t any time when you might find 1% ocon-
venlent to come down,

Yery silncerely yours,

Assistant Dirveotor

3



