MEMORANDUM HARVARD FOREST

To Martin H, Zimmernmann

#
Trom B, M, Kellev Date July 26 . 1% g5

Subject__ PISGAH FOREST RESERVATION .. FUND #2193/2

This Reservation was originally acquired by Harvard University through individual
donations with the expressed intent of maintaining the old growth forest undisturbed
by man to carry out original purposes of preserving area in a wild state. (as a
"museun"

0ld records reveal desire of a donor to have property remain under administration of

a university thther than town or state,



He. Qlaytos ¥, Heath, Jy., hlef
Special Forsstyy Programs

Brate of New Hampshivs

¥.0. Box 856
Comeord, H.H.

Deayr Yy, Heatho

He. Cuoler of the Harwvard Undversity Adeministration has sent ne
2 popy of your lstftey to him of July 19 and hes asked me to answer your
guestion about the use of Harvard University's property in the Plsgah
Wilderness area in Winchester, Wew Hampshire.

IR,
B

Yol

his reservation was originally acy it by Harvard Undversity
with the expressed intent of naintaining the old growth fovest undisturbead
Ly man, Theve s a2 sngll endowseni that poes zlong with it which epables

us ko do some research on it.  Jur preseont work lowolves eeological studies
of the vegetablonal changes gveer time. Mr. J. David Heory has veconstructad
forest growth and change pver the last 300 yvears on a one-tenth scre pleof.
e pleced this story tegether from s deiailed exspinetion of wood fragments,
wicrotopography and sten locatlons, a method first uzed by Dr. Rarl Stephons
at the Harvard Forest in 19532, ¥y, Yenry has received = Yaster of Forestg
Seienve degree for this work., He and Tr. Mark Bwen are currently preparing
the materisl for publicetion.

Ho silvieuvltural or other management projects will be carried
ot there. The Plsgeb tract will exclusively be uvsed for veseaych of an
undisturbaed wilderness arsa.

I hope that this snswers yvour question. If vou need any furthey
information, plesse do not hesliate to ask.

Yours sincerely,

Hartdin Y. Zimmermann
Acting Director
M7 bem



HARVARD UNIVERSITY _“l
HARVARD FOREST

Perersuam, MAassacHUSETTS
U. S A 01366

Area Copr 617
724-32.8%

June 24, 1977

Selectmen
Town of Winchester
Winchester, NH 03470

Gentlemen:

Your notice about the reassessment of Harvard Pisgah Forest in Winchester
has come to me for action. Unfortunately, T must teach summer school classes
on June 27, 28 and 29 so I cannot contact the Sewall Company. Will you please
bring this letter to their attention?

Oury 20-acre tract is the wooded top of a hill that must remain forever
wild. The University accepted this land as a gift with the stipulation that
it can never be developed or used for any purpose except the study of natu-
ral forest growth,

At the time we got it the area was covered by a primeval forest which
all blew down in the 1938 hurricane. Mindful of the requirement that the land
be left to natural processes we did not salvage any of the down timber. To
date two studies have been made which cast important new llght on the natu-
ral processes of forest development in the region.

In light of the very limited use that can be made of this remote tract
a value of over $500 per acre seems excessive. There is no legal possibility
for us to use the land for anything except a natural preserve. In light of
this it appears that the current use value should be much lower. I believe
that the present recommended value for such land under Chapter 79-A, section
79-A:2; XIIT is $10 per acre.

Will you please take the above facts into condideration and set a more
realistic value on this property? Thank you for your attention.

Slncerely your R

e . \«AM r'ff’{ /d/f
Ernest M. Gould, J%f//

Forest Economist
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
HARVARD FOREST

Perersuam, MASSACHUSETTS
U. S, A 01366

g

Arrs Coni 617

724-5287

August 29, 1977

Selectmen
Town of Winchester
Winchester, NH 03470

Gentlemen:

Thank you for the information on Current Use Assessment. I have checked
it over carefully and believe that our Pisgah tract meets the criteria listed
under Wild Land, Natural Preserve Land.

This tract was a 20 acre piece of virgin timber purchased from the Dickin-
son Real Estate and Lumber Company in 1926. Money for the purchase was donated
with the express understanding that the area would be preserved permanently in
its natural state. This tract is very unusual in that it was never logged or
farmed and consequently had trees that were over 300 years old. Most of these
blew down in 1938, but consistent with the object of keeping the area undis-
turbed, the trees were not salvaged and lay on the ground today.

Two major studies of plant succession unaffected by man have been made of
this area that is the only piece of land in central New England we know of where
such studies can be done,

We will continue to preserve this forest tract for research and ecological
study. In addition, the area 1s open to the public without charge for passive
wild land recreation. This policy his been in effect for over 50 years and we
do not expect it to change in the future.

In light of the unigque undisturbed natural condition of this area we ask
that it be valued and taxed as Natural Preserve Land as authorized under RSA
79-A as amended. We hope the enclosed application will take effect this year
since we did not receive the reassessment notice until after the normal
April 15th filing date.

Sincerely yours,

Lp— . i ST
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Martin H. Zimmermann
Director

MHZ:ts



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT of RESOURCES and ECONOMIC DEVELOPME%\IT

DIVISION OF RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

P. O, BOX B56.+STATE HOUSE ANNEX:.--CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE ... 03301

December 8, 1971

Mr. Walter Lyford
Harvard Forest
- Petersham, Massachusetts

Dear Walter:

My apoligies for the delay in following through on
-~ your inquiries during the conference at Syracuse.

Pisgah Wiiderness State Park acquisition is pretty
well achieved, and many of the buildings have been torn down,
Funds are not now available for development of the concentrated
use areas, primarily at Fullam Pond. No elaborate schedule
is available - funds depend on our legislature ~ but it will
probably be several years before it is in operation,

The fuli-time manager is Cecil W, Parker, 10 Concord
Road, Keene, N, H.,, Tel, (603) 352-06i1, and he has keys to
gates.

The next, winter issue, of Forest Notes will include
a compilation of big trees so far submitted, '

| enjoyed seeing you and participating in the conference
and look forward to our future meetings with pleasure!

Sincerely,
- Paeter H. Allen
Research Forester

PHA/dm.




STATE OF MEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT of RESOURCES and BECONOMIC DEVHLOPMENT

DIVISION OF RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

P.O. BOX 8856 .--STATE HOUSE ANNEX . - -.CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE ... G330C1

May 21, 1975

Mr. Martin H. Zimmerman, Director
Harvard Forest
Petersham, Massachusetts 01366

RE: Parcel #45, Harvard Forest

Dear Mr. Zimmerman:

Since 1967 the State has been acquiring land in the towns of
Winchester, Chesterfield and Hinsdale for a new State Park to be named
Pisgah Wilderness,

Harvard University owns twenty acres in the south central part of
the park.

In telephone conversations and by correspondence, it was understood
the University was quite anxious to be assured the area would remain
undisturbed.

The Division of Parks is willing to assure the University that no
trails or other improvements will be constructed near the University property
that may attract the public or that would alter the present level of use,

The State would like to acquire title to this twenty acre parcel
but feels the University's scientific program can best be carried to
completion under the continued ownership by the University.

Nevertheless, we would like some commitment by the University that no
buildings will be constructed on the land and if it is to be sold, the State
will have Tirst refusal.

May 1 hear from you on this matter at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely yours,

% d % E o ’ z 4 fl
(s /7 /}//gz‘:{f /m
Clayton N, Heath, Jr., Chief
Special Forestry Programs

CNH/arr



TOWN OF WINCHESTER b
NEW HAMPSHIRE
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April 17, 1958

HMr. H. F. Henderson,

The Sslsatmen,

Town of ¥inehsster,

Finchaeater, ¥.

Door Siv:

He

A letter just recelved from the Treasureris

offies in vegsrd to taxes on Plsgeh property owned by

the University
to lebt me know
In your letter
be in April or

Wincheater auy

promphs me to remind you that you swere
when you are ready to consider the mebter.
of Jenuary 7 vou stated that this would
May. I shall De glad to come up to

time you say.

Yery btruly yousg,

As T. Cline
Asst. Director



TOWIN OF WINCHESTER §
NEW HAMPSHIRE
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THE SELECTMEN
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Arrer HOLLIS, Prestdent Epaar C, HrrsT, Secreinry James J. Storrow, Jr., Treasurer Parnir W, Avres, Forasler
Concord, N. H, Concord, N.H.

Society for Prote¢tion of New Hampshire Foresis

Telephone, LAFayetie 6969 3 Joy Street

BOSTON, MASS.,
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January 4, 1935

The Board of Selectmen,
Winchester, N. H.

Gentlemen:

On August 24th last I addressed & letter to
your Board, in care of Mr. Henderson, on the subject
of the assessed valuation of the 20 acre tract of old
growth forest on Pisgah Mountain, the title to which
is held by the President and Pellows of Harvard College.

As stated in my previous letter, this tract
apparently is assgessed for £500 per acre, which we feel
is considerably higher than Justlifled by the present
stand of timber. As a matter of fact, the old pine
is steadily deciining through death or windthrow, and
the other speocies are very defectlve from extreme old
age. You undoubltedly know that we shall never cut the
old stand, since the objJect of acgulring it was to
make long tlime gtudies of the natural changes which
take place.

I would weleone an opporiunity to talk over
the matter with you, and can zrrange te Grive up to
Winchester at most any time convenient to you.

Very truly yous,

A. C. Cline
Asst. Director



lecember 8, 1934,

o LalFell Uiekinson,
Liskinpon feal Hex m%@ & Lumber Co,,
Beeng, V.U,

Diekineon:

o 4
4

he Treasurer of the Universlty has assked e

Ging the exeguilion of

statensnt to the effect that the Directors of your Gouwpany

z2te it 10 you would act

of your Doard of Directors,

H00 .0 Ageliotant Director



TREASURER'S OFFICE, HARVARD COLLEGE

No. 24 Milk Street #

Boston, F@b?ﬂary ?? 1955

Mr. A, O, Cline, Assistant Dirsctor
Harvard Forest

Petersham, Mass.

Déar Mr. Clines

As you doubtless know, the College pays a
tax on all its property located In the state of New Hampshire.
This includes, of course, the twenty odd acres located in
the town of Winchester. We have become reconciled to paying
a tax bubt we feel that being asked to pay a tax upon an
assessed valuation of $10,000 on this tract is most unwarrented,
It may be that the Commlittee who bought and gave thils tract
and who, I understand, has been paying the tax may conslder
the assessment and the tax fair. Mre. Shattuck feels, how-
ever, bthat the above valuation is entirely unfalr and that
an assessment of $500 per acre is very unjusb.

If no effort has been made herstofore will
it be possible for you to interview the assessors wiith the
thought of a reduced valuablon.

The wvalue glven 1n our tax returns has
been $8,000 but this year it is to be reduced to $2,000.

Yours very truly,

HWW JCH \}g{g (A u il u—a'ﬂ”‘i"J



Februsry 12, 1935,

Y¥w, W, ¥. dellvood,
&4 Wilk Street,
Boston, lass,

2

iokhave your lebter of the Tth regardling the tax

on our oid grovin fovest Dome weeks apo

L took un the sabisy with the Board of Belseinen of Winchsster

and thaey heve agresd 1o 1t »8 know when to oose up thers for

a conference, 1iv will ooms h, when they

8¢ Thne asgpassed

valugtion is

Lo convines

AL Asgistant Director



STATE TAX COMMISSION

JOHN G. MARSTOE
JOHN R. SPRING, CHAIRMAN :
NASHUA NEW HAMPSHIRE ASSIGTANT TO THE COMMISSION AND
DIRECTOR OF TAXATION OF
EDGAR C. HIRST, SECRETARY INTEREST AND DIVIBENDS
CONCORD

HAROLD G. FOWLER

MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTANT
JOHN T. AMEY, COMMISBIONER

LANCASTER LiLA A_. FREEMAMN
CHIEF CLERK

CONCORD
August 22, 1954

Br. A, C. Cline,
Harvard Forest,
Petersham, Mass.

Dear Sirs

Your letter of August 6 to Mr. Hirst has been delayed owing +to
his 111 health. He wae very badly used up after the tax rate work was over
this summer and will probably nol be able to be very active again until early
next month. Today I talked with him aboutb your complaint and he acked me to
reply.

There was a great deal of reappraisal work done in +the town of
Finchester a year or two ago by the selectmen, accompanied by Mr. Arbhur Fitch
representing this department. WMr. Fitch is now Chief Examiner for the Home
Owners Loan Association end it was only yesterday that we could get in touch
with him. His recollection iz that in the reappraisal this piece of vroverty
pelonging to Harvard University was reduced in valuaiion although there had
never heen any complaint about it up to that tine.

If you feel the present valuation is too high you should make
your first comolaint to the board of selectmen snd ask for a reappraisal. It
would be best to go to Mr. Henderson, the chairman, personally and ask the
board to vigit the tract and reappraice it with you. Our office could have
someone look =t it but thie would not be necessary if you can get a reasonable
velvation from the selectmen.

Very truly yours,
STATE TAX COMMTSSION

v Q;wﬁ.w LWL andlz

Asslstant
JGM:S
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Minchiagter on

of about 2500 pey seore, making & tax

BILl of {288 for the nest yesr, [ presuns e ie an ade-
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deeidad when

ihis old growth tract which ai

the cuvrent rate of inbterest on Unlversity funds yields

teying to find esch year

for any studles or observations on the arsa.

I ahould be very glad to have your advice as to the
peslt mothod of orocedure in atbeupting to have the assessed
valuation readjusted, and also to know 1T there le any possl-

a

stion on the

the oroperty sxesmpbed from
srounds that 1% io osned by an educational institution and
uged for ingbruction and regsearch purposes.

Yours very sincerely,

ACC.LC Agssistant Divector
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