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GEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY 219 MUMFORD HALL, USBANA, ILLINOIS 81001, TELEPHONE (217) 332277
February 17, 1974

De. E. P. Stephens

013-26~2215

Forestry Advisor

USATD/ADLD/ED/UF LA

AP San Francisco, California 96243

Dear Dr. Stephens:

Professor W. R. Boggess, Head, Department of Forestry, has retired,
and we are seeking his replacement.

Your name has been submitted as a prospective candidate for the
position. '

the University is a land-grand institution, with an enrcllment of
over 57,000 of which 34,000 are ewrolled here. The Department of Forestey is
one of- 11 in the College of Agriculture. The head is responsible for the ad-
ministration cf the teaching, research, and extension programs. The teaching
Program is accredited by the Soclety of American Foresters. At the marent
we have slightly over 250 undergraduate students and about 20 graduate students.
lhere are 77 professionzls on the staff, some of whom are stationed off Campus
on research or extension projects. '

The University maintains research facilities in various marts of the
state, so there is ample opportunity for research even though the campus is
located in a prairie environment. We have a 20-acre expepimental plantation
a short distance from the campus, and there arve three natural forest areas
within 20 miles of the campus.  We are an eqgual opportunity emplover.

If you are interested in becoming a candidate for the position, will
you please canplete and promptly return the artached personal history form.
It would speed up the evaluating process if, at the same time you return the
form, you could ask the people you list as peferences to send me their state-
ments. 1 there is other infomation you need, T would be happy to supply it.

Sincerely,
1[ i c:’_\ {'G AN *w\'m'r‘vm»m“_.,“
ohar DU Jalls sa

- C. S. Walters, Chairman

- Sear~h Committee
CoW  kh

e

@endG




Februavy 27, 1974

Mr. Qhavles §. Walters
Chalvman, Search Coumitiee
Department of Forestry
University of Illincis

219 Mumford #Hall

Urbana, Illinois 61801

Dear My, Walters:

I am informed that Ur., Earli B. Gtephens is a candidate for the position
in your department formerly held by Professor W. R. Boggess. It is a pleagure
for me £o recommend him o you.

1 first met Eavl Stephens while he was at the Harvard Forest in the gsummew
of 1946. 1t was in that summer thai I beceme Dirvector of the Harvard Forest,
a position that I held until I vetired {n 1967. Stepbens was at that time an
undergraduate ‘student in forestry st the University of West Virginia, and came
Lo us as 2 summey reseavch assistant. He finished his undergraduste degree in
the ensuing year, and came again to Petersham in 1947, this time as a candidete
for an M., F, ¥From this time until about 1956 he remained at Harvard, either as
& student or as a vesearch assistant. In one of these years {(about 1949-50) he
wmoved to the vicinity of Boston and completed his residence and basic examination
requirements for his Ph.D. in Biology. His Ph.D. thesis was then prepared at the
Forest, where at the same time he was employved as assistant., His exper ience
from the mid '30's to the present is outlined in his vitae and there is no need
for me to give it here. I should ucte, however, that he has beem back to the
Harverd Foveat at some bime in nearly every vear, not only as an intevested
alumnus, but 2lso as a personal friend to all af ue who knew him as a student
and colleague. ‘

I cannot speak too highly of Barl Stephens’ contribution to the life and
work of the Harvard Forest., Its research and woods operatione had got o very
low ebb during the war, and it fell £o me to pick up the pieces and get the
wheels turning again., Earl Stephens was one of the best in a galaxy of
splendid gftudents that the @,I. Bill brought te Harvard biology after the war.
Like so many of these men, though he was still rated an undergraduate, he had
bacome adult in his war experience, with judgement and perspectives far bevond
his years. UWeedless to say, I leaned heavily upon these gualitvies, and never
found them wanting. ,

fiis persomal rvesearch at the Forest was outstanding, When he came we were
in the midst of making decennial type maps, and for his M.F. thesiz he mappead
aboutl & third of our acreage. But his most significant work was for his doc-
tezate, and consisted of a detailed history of one of ocur older stands of




M, Charles 5. Walters February 27, 1974 £

conifer-hardyood mixtures. He was impressed as we all were, by the effects of
the great hurricane of 1938 upon the life and development of our forests in

tnis vegion. Harl Stephens proved beyond a shadow of a doubt that the ragion
had been similarly affected four times in the last 500 years, at intervals of
100 - 125 years which ave well within the life-spans of our major brees, This
finding has opened a host of new research vistas that we shall be exploring

for many years to come, with large implications for forest history, silvi-
culture, management, and forest soil science, to say nothing of its significance
to basic ecological theory. '

I have no personal knowledge of his work in the Champion Paper Company
bayond what he himself has told me. ¥ am sure that inm the 15 yearsg he has.
gpent there he has "grown"a great deal, and I sugpect thait 2 major addicion
to his abilities has been in the field of administration, 1 believe he has nob
only been vespunsible for much of the Company's research program, but has had
the management of 4 considerable area of the Company's lands. Not the least
off the broadening influences in this pericd has been travel, for his work has
taken him over much of the world.

I kaow that he 1s interested in getting back into academic life, bur I
have litile personal knowledge of his abilities as a teacher in formal COUTHER.
at informal imstvuction such as we practice at the Harvard Forest he was
excellsnt., In letcers I have hed from him from Viet MNam he has been enthusiastic
aboul his teaching expeviences there.

You will gather from the above that I look upon Barl Stephens as one of
the finest products of our institution. ALl the promise he gave when he vyas
here swems to have been bovne out and greatly enlarged., I recommend him very
highly indeed, and I believe that he will be a major asset to any school that
employs him,

Sincevely yours,

Hugh M. Raup
Charles Bullard Professor
. " of Forestry, Emeritus

BiRidrs




February 28, 1974

Mr, Harlund G, #outhe

Assoclate Dirvector and Chairman
Search and Screening Commitiee

Agricultural Extension Service

240 Coffey Hall

University of HMinnesora

St. Paul, Minmesota 55101

Dear Mr. Houthe:

I am informed that Dr. Eari P. Stephens is being considered for the position
of Dean, College of Foreatry, at the University of Minnesofa. It is a pleasure
for me to recommend him to vou, '

1 first met Earl Stephens while he was at the Harvard Forest in the summer
of 1%46. It was in that suwmmer that I becawme Direcitor of the Harvard Forest,
a position that I held until I vetired im 1967. Stephens was at that ¢ime an
undergraduate student in forestry at the University of West Virginia, and came
Lo us a8 a summer research assistant. He finished hip undergraduate daegree
in the ensuing year, and came again to Petersham in 1947, this time as a
candidate for an M.F. From this time until about 19%6 he remained ac Harvard,
either as a student or as a reseavch assistant. In one of these vears {aboul
1949-50) he woved to the vicinity of Boston and completed his residence and
bazic examination requirements for his PhD in blology. ¥His PhDd thesis was then
prepared at the Forest, where at the same Clme he wasg employved as assistani,
fliis experience fxom the wid '50's to the present is outlined in his vitae, aud
there is mo need Efov me to give it here. I should note, however, that he has
been back to the Harvard Forest af some Cime in nearly every vear, not only
as an interested alumnus but alsc as e personal friend to all of usg who knew
im as a student and colleague.

1 camnot speak too highly of Earl Stephens' contribution to the 1life and
work of the Harvard Forest. 1its research and woods operations had gob bo very
low ebb during the war, and it fell to me to pick up the pleces and gei the
wheels turning again. Earl Stephens was one of the best in a galamy of splendld
students that the G.I. Bill brought to Harvard biclogy alter the war. Like so
many of these men, though he was siLll rated anp undergraduate, he had bacoue
aduli in his war experience, with judgement and perspecitives far bevond his
years. MNeedless to say, 1 leaned heavily upon these qualities, and never Ffound
them wanting.
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. Mis personal research at rhe forest was cutstanding. When he came we were
in the midst of making decennial Lype maps, and fovr hig M.F. thegls he mapped
aboul a third of our acreage. Buk his most significant work was Loy hig doctorate,
and consisted of 3 derailed history of one of cur older stands of conifer-hardwood
mixtures. We was lmpressed, as we all were, by the fffects of the great hurricane
of 1938 uvpon the life and developmeni of ocur forests in tnis region. Harl Btephens
proved beyvond a shadow of a doubt, that the region had been gimilarly affecred fouy
times in the lasc 300 years, at lotervals of 100-1i725 years which mre well within
the life-spans of our ma jor Lrees. Thisg fipnding fas opened & host of newy research
vistas that we shall be exploring for wany years to come, with large implications
for forest history, silviculture, wanagement and forest soil sclence, to say
aothing of ics sigoificaence to basic ecological theory.

i have no personal knowledge of his work in the Champion Paper Comnpany
veyond what he himself has told me, 1 an sure that in the 15 years he has spent |
there he has “grown’ a great deal, and I suspece that a major addition o his i
apllities has been in the Ffield of adwinistration. I believe he has not oanly |
peen vesponsible for much of the Company's research program, but has had che g
managemant of a considerable area of the Company's lands. ot the least of the -
sroadening influences in thig period has been travel, for his work has taken him [
over wuch of the worid, \ f

I kaow that he is interested in getiing back into zcademic life, but I have [
little personal knowledge of his abilities as a teacher in formal courses. Ar f
informal imstruction such as we pracilce at the Harvard Forest he wag excellent, f
in letters T have had from him From Viet HWam he has boen enthusiastic about hig i
teaching experience there.

You will gather from the above that I Look wpon Earl Stephens as one of
the finest products of our institution. ALl the promize he gave when he was
here seems to have been borne sut and greatly enlarged, I recommend him VaLy
ighly indeed, and 7 believe that he will be a major asset to any school that
employs him,

Sincerely youre,

Hugh M. Raup
Charles Bullavd Professor
of Forestry, Emeritus
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fize of the Director
24D Cofley Hatt
Put Faal, Minnesots D810
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. Dear Mr. Stevens:

I have received vour letter indicating interest in the posthion

of Dean, Colliege of Forestry at the University of Minnessota.

I'm enclosing a brief mission Statement and » statement of

the qualifications for Dean that was preparved by the Seavch
~and Screening Commlttee.

If you are interested in being considered Ffurther for this kavy
administrative position at the University of Minnesota, wouid
you please send me your letier of application by return mail.
Flease enclose your vitae and o list of three or four kay
individuals with knowledge of your administrative prUerience,

T Tk S
ot

In the interest of time, we would appreciate if vou would ask
them to send a letter of reference to me. A oopy of the Faculty
information form is enclosed for your use.

The Search and Screening Committee is currently in an advanced
Stage of its deliberations. We have a number of appiications
that we are currently reviewing znd interviewing for thie
position, therefore I would “Urge 'you to respond immedlately
with your letter and supporting biographical aad esducationsl

information.

T will present vour application to the committee

for their review and deliberation as soon as it ie received.

Thank you for

your interest and consideration of this important

position at the University of Minnessota.

Sincerely YOUXS 4o,

¢ ) 2
f{ﬁt&ﬁé&wwtf vy

\\‘3( ,{*};._,h,::t“f;\,;%_

Harliund G. Routhe :
Agsociate Director and Chairman
Search and Screening Committee

HGE /ot

Enclaosures




December 10, 1974

Mr. M. A. Maloney

Dept. of Agricultural Sciences
Tuskegee Institute

Alabama 36088

Dear Mr. Maloney:

L have your letter of 5 December asking for comments on Dr. Earl
P. Stephens. It is a pleasure for me to recommend him to you. I have
known him since the summer of 1946 when he came to the Harvard Forest
as a seagonal student assistant. I presume you have his vita giving his
educational and professional career, and I will therefore not burden
this letter with it.

Since be left here in the mid-1950's we have kept in rather close
contact. Untll he went to the ¥ar Bast scarcely a year passed that he did
not turn up here for a visit, and he has written me long and fascinating
letters from Viet Nam. It is now difficult for me to be thoroughly
objective and unbiased about him, for he has become a highly wvalued
personal friend.

He was, of course, an excellent student, His research here was
outstanding. From his studies on the cataclysmic effects of hurricanes
upon our forest during the last 500 years we have had to rethink all the
processes of forest growth development and distribution in these parts.
This still goes on, for it has wide ramifications in silviculture and
management, as well as in theoretical ecology. His program here was
not suggested to him. He conceived, planned, and carried it out by him-
self, and left ug greatly in his debt.

I have no personal knowledge of his abilitles at formal teaching.
In the informal atmosphere of the Harvard Forest he was very good in~
deed in dealing with graduate students and faculty. Even then he was
surprisingly able in his human relations. I suspect that his experiences
since he left here have greatly broadened his capacities in this direction
and I cannot concelveeof hils not being a good teacher.

Earl Stephens was one of the best in that stimulating group of GI's
that came to Harvard shortly after the war. Almost to a man they were
mature and already motivated. All we bad to do was put opportunities
in front of them.



Mr. M. A. Maloney

December 10, 1974

I hope you will gather from the above that 1 recommend Earl

Stephens very highly iandeed.
acquire his services.

HMR:drs

I think you will be fortunate 1f you can

Sincerely yours,

Hugh ®. Raup

Charles Bullard Professor
of Forestry and

Director of the Harvard Forest,
Emeritus

#




Quzkegee Inatitute

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE
ALABAMA, 36088

SCHOOL OF APPLIED SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

M. A. MALONEY, JR., HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT

P, K. BISWAS, COORDINATOR, PLANT % Soi1L ECIENCE
C. L. MANNINGS, COGRDINATOR, ANIMAL SCIENCE

December 5, 1974

Dr. Hugh M. Raup
Harvard Forest
Petersham, Mass. 01366

Dear Dr. Raup,

Dr. Earl P. Stephens is being considered for a position at Tuskegee
Institute with our Pre-forestry program. His duties will include -
teaching basic forestry courses, recruitment and advisement of students
and assisting in the mesnagement of our timber lands.

Since De, Stephens ‘has listed you as_a p0551ble reference source,
we would appr801ate your appraisal of his abilities as a teacher and _
researcher. If possible we would also appreciate your comments on his
ability to work with undergraduste students and with the general public.

We would appreciate your frankmess and we will consider your response
as confidential. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Department of Agricultural Sciences
MAM /e jd




