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Vernal Pool Introduction

It all started when SASSDS moved to its new home in Norwood, MA
three years ago. While scouting the land around the school, enjoying the
hills, woods and nature around us, we discovered, nestled in 1h woods, o

| vernal pool. )

A year later we enrolled in the vernal pool program spons
Schoolyard Ecology at Harvard Forest and coordinated’

Snow.

The project msplred us to include the Verncl pool in our .
environmental curriculum for both 3rd and 7th grades with The\lowmg >
goals in mind.
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GOG Is: Educate students about watersheds, vernal pools
and ecosystems and the importance of the vernal
pool to the local biome.

Create an outdoor /indoor curriculum that
integrates science, art, language arts and
technology.

Promote awareness and critical thinking amongst
students, so they will find their own ways to
educate the community about the vernal pool and
devise ways to protect it.

Science

Sketching on location
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Step 1: Getting to know the vernal pool

| 5:

- Seasons ; r
[ V
- Part of a watershed ,
- Measuring and mapping the vernal pooli § i
¢ {
N ;
- Part of an ecosystem i 4 ,"
- Abiotic conditions s‘ :
! £

- Biotics -its habitants both plant and an'iniél‘. r'_i;lqde’z;)i‘ctures
and examples of students work: Art druwi{\

drawings, field notes and collected data

Harvard LTER Schoolyard - Vernal Pools

School Name: SOUTH AREA SOLOMON SCHECHTER DAY SCHOOL
Teacher Name: SHARON JACOBS

Grade Number: 3

Class Name: NA

Site Description: VERNAL POOL LOCATED BETWEEN OUR PARKING LOT AND STOP & SHOP PARKING LOT 1 COMMERCE WAY NORWOOD MA
Depth AirT WaterT

Date Dmax Diameter
2010 81.6864 M NA NA

010 81.686 14m, 10cm 10cm 10c 5¢c

o % | R A
slide selected:5/16 &) [  Zoom: €3 100% video: ([} o ———— 1.3 Volume: e jm

&Y Internet | Protected Mode: On




& Disney's Planet Challenge Internet Explorer, optimized for Bing and MSN

mtﬁ‘?m eafs

?&(' l'f’lf( gf‘ff

slide Selected:6/16  [Bl) [I5) Zoom: EF100% | video: [} = 055 Volume: emmem ) | Show Thmbnals

Done € Intemet | Protected Mode: On

s

e
mediar £ats the
MEAmarn £ ThF

%"; [N fé’f.gmif




(& Disney's Planet Challenge - Internet Explorer, optimized for Bing and MSN E' 2%

Third 6rade Vernal Pool Experiment

The variable that we tested was:

We began our experiment. After several days we examined our vernal

pool water again.
We saw these organisms with our naked eye:

e e e

In our initial cbservation, before starting our experiment, we saw these
organisms with our naked eye:

A Yellg

We saw These organisms when using aur magnifying lens:

We saw these organisms when using our magnifying lens:
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South Arec Sclemon Schechter Doy School
1 Commerce Wey
Norweod, MA 02062
Dear Schechter Commun ty,

We are Third Graders at the South Area Sclomen Schechter Bay Schoel.
There is a vernal poc! en eur schosl preperty. A vemal poel is o place that
fills up with water from rain and maited snow in the spring and then dries wp
in the summer. We do net want pecple to peliute the vernal peel because the
animals that ive thare might die. We want out there fo leek at it and drew
what we sow in our shetch pads. Anmals live there such a3 sclamanders,
frogs, wods and bugs, and have their babies there in the spring. We want to
save the vernal peel and we hepe that you will help el

Sincerely,

Rayna Taliane, Dahlia Ardizzone and the 3™ Grode Class
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Step 5: Educating the public

- Students go to the parking at Stop&Shop
that borders the vernal pool.

- Prior to the visit the students created
posters and pins that included scientific
facts about the pool, the pollution and the
desire to protect it. -

- The studlents brainstormed, designed and
wq fliers to be\hand‘ed to the customers.

- In'Language arts the students were taught *
how to write an official letter. The students
then typed a letter to our school
newspapers on:hb\';’he. local ope

- Students went to the Stop&8hépiparking
lot (with the permission and b ;
store's manager Mrs. MarianneAs
The%ho\ with their posters, handed out
fliers and explained to the customers about
the vernal pool and the need to stop
polluting it.

N
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Conclusions

- The 3rd Grade class became
knowledgeable about the important
role that the vernal pool plays in the
watershed and the ecology of our
area
- They used their new awareness to
educate the community about ways
to conserve this important natural
resource ‘
- Our 3rd Grade students at the South jf""“"“__-
Area Solomon Schechter Day School '
will continue to be stewards of the
vernal pool by continuing to collect
data for the Harvard Forest study. 7 ETNTY W
They will also continue to advocate ;
for Zhe care and conservation of the Type equatl |
vernal pool, by our school and the
larger community
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